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My name is Arvid Michael Alanen Alanen. I was born in Ishpemin ,
Michigan on January 26, 1897. I come from the Finnish parentag ;
my father and mother are native of Finland and they were living in
~lvala Laasaland, Finland of the time of their departure. My
father came here first in the year 1887. He was a poor servant t
one of the farmers in Finland and that same farmer had a son wh
had left for America and he was very prosperous. He lived in lla,
North Dakota at that time. He was kind enough and friendly eno gh
with my father, that he sent my father money enough to buy a ti ket
to get to this country, U.S.A. My father received the bicket, ut
the custom in Finland at that time was that a servant was tied 0
the land for one whole year and it was a binding contract. My
father realized the situation, so he went to the farmer, his
father, and asked him if he could sever his relations an~ his s r-
vice to the farm because he has a received a~cket for America.
The farmer refused him flat although my father said that that i the
only time and the only chance I ever had of getting to this co try
that was spoken of so much. So he finally decided that he was oing
to go even though the farmer did not allow him to go. He went 0

\Jaasa from Laaita which was about fifty miles away, and at the
harbor he met the policeman, chief of police, and asked him for
advice because he felt that he was kind of illegally going and eav-
ing Finland at that time. The officer advised him not to buy t e
ticket at a ticket office, but just as the boat was leaving, j P
on the boat and buy his ticket on the boat because there's a ch nce
that your former friend, the farmer, will most likely be at the
harbor to stop you. My father acted according to this advise d
he jumped on the boat just as it was leaving and there was his
former boss the fanner hailing and hollaring that "You are not
allowed to go!" And, of course, they had no control over the at
as it was leaving the harbor. But my father had bought a bottl of
whiskey at the time, he was ayoung man around twenty, twenty-on, and
he waved it at the farmer and said, "Goodby old friend, I'll se you
sometime in the future." He arrived in New York harbor about t ree-
four weeks later and from there he made his way up to Copper Ha bar



3105

at the point of the Keweenaw Peninsula where some old friends an
Finnish man was a foreman. And the foreman gave a temporary to
him, but times were rather hard and-the copper market was rather
tight at the time. So, he spent a few months up in Copper Harbo
and he got his brother to come to this country at the same...up 0
Copper Harbor. But since they could not get work at Copper Harb r
the following year, he came farther south to Houghton. At Hough on
he tried to get some work at the Copper mines, but failed. So, e
and his brother went east from Houghton out in the woods and bui t
a log shack and bached a whole winter in that log shack. They g t
enough flour and sugar and other necessary groceries to while aw y
the winter months. Nearby was a French farmer family and they h d
the farmer's wife make bread to take care of their needs. The
farmer also had a nice daughter, and the daughter became intense y
interested in these fellows; but finally in the spring, my fathe
decided that he's leaving back for Finland. He bought a ticket n
Houghton to Ishpeming because he had a good friend from Laahtia ho
was living here in Ishpeming.whose name was Matt Jacksie. He we t
to Matt Jacksie and Matt told him..."Don't go to Finland yet,
because there's a good demand for labor in Ishpeming." He went
one of the mine offices and right away he got a job and he work
that summer and he did not go to Finland and he stayed in the U.S.A
until he died here about sixty-seven years after.

He was friendly with my mother who was also in Laahia and sent er
a ticket and she came to this country in 1890. They were marri d
here in Ishpeming and were married for sixty-one years. They h d
six children of which I am the only one remaining. My father w s
married to my mother whose maiden name was Maria Moucarri. The
were married on a Saturday night and, of course, in those days t
was customary to have a party and also some liquor and drinks.
They were married in the house where our present Mayor, David
Houley, was born. On the night of the marriage, they brought i...
my uncle brought in a couple of kegs of beer and my mother was
strictly opposed to drinking at the wedding. So, she secretly
slipped outside and took the plug off the beer barrels and empt ed
the beer into the yard. My uncle was more of a stubborn nature and
was not so friendly with this incident, so he said, ~ve can fix that!"
And he went down and got a few more kegs of beer and that t s the way
they celebrated. And.the following night, they went and lived n the
house that I still own and started their life together. They h d
six boarders the following night and...in a four room house. T e
boarders lived upstairs and she provided the meals for them. T at
took place back in about 1890. But it was a time when Grover
Cleveland was our president and times were kind of hard and the
mines closed down and there was not muah work around. So, he ed
to the outskirts of town of Ishpeming and had a little plot of d
of about five acres and done a little farming and peddled milk
the people in town to survive the following year. I have had-
family consisted of five boys...no girls. I am the youngest m ber
of our family. All the rest are already dead. My older broth
went fishing Quite often at the age of seven in the neighborin
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mine pits for fish.. .and they were very dangerous. My father
warned mY,brother Edward not to go fishing, but he still went an
on one of these trips he drowned in the open mine pit that evolv
around the City of Ishpeming. Then, I had another brother named
Arnie who went to work with a mining company at the age of twent -
one at the Lakeshatt Mine in Ishpeming. It was customary in tho e
days that the mines would stop working on Christmas Eve at three
0 tclock. My brother worked three months at this mine and he was
accidently killed by careless miners that didn tt follow instruc-
tions. In underground mining, it is customary that on upper lev ls
the ore is changed from one shoot to another by a small tram car
My brother was doing just that work with his partner and they we e
tramming from one shoot to another and it so happened that a gro p
...a gang of miners were working just immediately above this dri
that my brother and his partner were working on. And my brother
went up in the morning and told this group of miners not to bla
when they leave because that blast will come through and they wi 1
get caught in the back of the drift. And the captain of the min
went up and warned these miners that be sure and let these youn
boys down below know where they were gon~a blast so they wouldnt
get caught in the drift. But it so happened that when they wer
coming out with their last load of ore, the blast came through
it immediately killed my brother. His partner went scott free
he went into service in the first world war and went through so
of the hardest fighting in France and never got injured or hurt.
It just shows how our lives are directed by some power beyond 0
control.

Myself, I graduated out of Ishpeming High School in the year 19 6.
I was salutatorian of our class and I took part in the commence ent
exercises. Later I worked on the 1S &. lOre Dock at Marquette t
the beginning of the first world war and there was a big demand
for ore and working on the section crew I was shifted to Marque te
to work on the LS &. I Dock. It was late fall, awfully cold and our
job was to steam out the pockets because the ore was wet and it was
freezing and hard to unload into the boats. After I got throug
working here I went with the Cleveland Cliffs Iron Company work g
here in Ishpeming in the spring in an open pit. I had worked t ere
for several weeks when the captain came over and told me that t ey
want to see me at the Cleveland Cliffs Engineering Department 0
the following Monday. I went over there on the following Monda
and the Chief of Engineers, Mr. James Jopeley, greeted me and t ld
me that he has a job for me as a draftsman with the Engineering
Department. I was taken around, introduced to all the engineer
which numbered about twenty and there were five geological engi eers
there also. I worked there for several years and enjoyed it ve
much. They were a very congenial and educated group and helpfu
to me. I was a shy timid person but I got along fairly well.
I felt that in order to get ahead faster, I should have a colleg
education and I decided to go to college. I went to the Univer ity
of Illinois and took up engineering there. I spent two and a h If
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years there and in my Junior year, I had really overworked and h d
a bad nervous breakdown, so I had to stop schooling and went bac
home. The following fall, I went back to the University but I
seemed to have trouble and I felt probably I was not getting eno gh
exercise so I started wrestling and I ruptured myself and I got
strangulated hernia from...which forced me to quit school again. I
did not go back anymore to the University because the symptoms 0 my
trouble seemed to come on.e when I went back into that environm nt.
Later...a few years later...I transferred my credits to Northern
State Teachers' College as it was called at that time, is now
Northern University. I graduated out of that inside of one yea d
got a job teaching physics and mathematics at the Suomi College.
taught at Suomi College for two years. Prior to teaching at Suo
College I got a job on a special geological survey in Calumet.
was recommended for this job by Mr. Ed Derby, Chief Geologist f
the Cleveland Cliffs Iron Company. I worked up there for sever
years. We had the whole Copper Country surveyed. It was condu
by the Calumet & Hecla Mining Company and all the information 0 1
the mining companies, engineering and geological, was open to u .
My boss was a professor from Harvard University named Lucius Gr tton.
He was a consulting geologist and had jobs allover the world. The
other persons on the survey was a Chief Geologist of the Calume &
Hecla, a professor from the Michigan Tech and a man named Brode ick
who was with the United States Geological Survey. It was very
interesting work. I made most of the maps of that survey and I was
independent. I could work as I pleased and I had much good exp r-
ience there in this line of work. But I was determined that I ould
get my degree in engineering at the University which later I di not
attend. I could have remained with this group of geologists an
en~eers because they had different jobs in different parts of the
world; but later I left there and finished my education at Nort ernState Teachers College. -"

varyin&
I have had f;;;~'~( experiences here in Ishpeming and I have spent
of my life here in the past thirty or forty years.
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