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Interview by Art Puotinen
with Hattie S. Bartanen 8/1/72
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: Let's start by talking a little bit about your parents. You mentioned that your
parents came from IlmHjoki, Pid your father or mother ever tell you why they left
Finland? Didewwep-hy did they come to America?

@ttie: Well, youwemes 1 B-Pd a grandmother here also. My dad's mother was here. _A.nd%
doubt, thru letters,ﬂ@.s they communicated and thought this was a grand countryMJ
“hat your chances were more here than at home.

Art: Arfd as you say, your father came in the early 1890's, )id he find employment immediately
in the mines? ‘

Hattie: It seems to me he did some lumbering at first, &Lsi.ster would know -about it better
than I,But the longest that I remember him holding a job was this foremanship of this
rock house, crushing business, you—lemew.

Art: Did he get that position after you were born?

Hattie: Smey I wasquear-old only when we moved from Allouez to No. 3 Wolverine,so I don't
knov too much about the Allouez situation and abnbosrmeei—id-iho=bogbnningr—ot
@&;—&n Wolverine either. But as much as I can remember, he worked in this No. 3

rock house as a foreman there.

As a foreman, he worked with different men, \/ere most of the men under him Finns or
were they of different nationalities?

Hattie: A goodly number were Finnish, too, and Italians and such, yes. I remember going up
some high steps to bring his lunch to him once in a while because we lived not too
far from the rock house.

Did he speak good English then?

Hattie: He understood it better than he spoke it =, but he learned to speak it quite
well.

And he communicated to the Italian workers in English?
Hattie: That's true.
And to the Finns in Finnish.
Hattie: Yes
Art: Did the Finns and the Italians get along together pretty well?

Hattie: Am—mach As I remember.hssmese-ve had Italians mbsght as our closest neighborg, and
they were people that you would be glad to have as neighbors, very lovely.

Art: As you were growing up, which school did you attend for your elementary training?
3
Hattie: I went é)(grades in the Wolverine school that was right across © home.anﬁen
For tiee higher learning we had to go to the Kearsarge school for my {th and grades,
améd from there to the Calumet High School), and from there to Northern.
Did you live in a company house?

Hattie: No, we always had our own home. In Allouez we had our own home and then in No. 3
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Wolverine, my dad owned 2 homes and we had tenepts.even. Yes, but they were in the
same plot of land so that they were right close together

Art: Did your Dad ever indicate to you why he didn't go into the company house? Were they
all filled up or did he want to own his own?

Hattie: He wanted to have his own home!! Just lately we were talking with my sigter, I
remember her saying t for a short time they rented from some family called Nordstrom
in Allouez.but I 's hey thought, really, it would be far better to have your own
home .amd €hen he bought one right in Allouez.

What did you do if somebody in the family got measles or were sick? Did your folks
generally have some kind of home remedies{o—“-thy -

Hattie: Well, the first thing they wept to was my grandmother! She was a cupper, and she
vas a massager those days they had their homemade remedies, and we
went to her first and then, of course, to the mining company doctor.

Art: Do you remember any of grandmother's special remedies? Did you ever handle them
yourself?

Hattie: Well, I'll tell you one odd ones ‘ﬁenever we got a headache, you know what she
would do? She would get a nice clean cloth, fold it lsimiwe® narrov sppe, about the
vidth of your brow.asd She would peel a potato, slice it up and put it on so that it
would be right along your brow and then tie it in the back and in no time, our headache
was gone!

What was the principle behind that?

Hattie: NR-—-secmed-to—mej—and—you—know %en we look back at the potato slices after we took
'em down, they were all turned black, you know. Y we ever
had a sore throat, she even used to gargle her throat sometimes with kerosene!

Yes! And that fixed it! (laughter)

You had to be careful not to swallow!

Hattie: Yow-imDw, 6ur home in Allouez-dccording to my sister and my dad in listening ao
emd

them because I was onlyofi-year old mssewh., hismy a very large living room,
the first Sunday Schools of the Suomi Synod and”the early start of Suomi College,
men ,pow-irow;—bhat used to come, » my grandmother would teach the singing and

of course, the Bible as well, jhe could Just about remember any part without looking
in the Bible, smd While I was teaching here in the Charles Briggs School, I had some
"I'restle”™ children, amd I thought "Trestle" bhet surely isn't Finnishg VYhen
one day I met the mother and she ﬂ:;arm I remember your grandmother, amd I
was thinking, how would Mrs. Trestle know my grandmother. Why, she was one of the
elderly girls that used to go to our home to the dear o0ld Sunday Schoo]y and that's
vhere she-wwmibsghe says how many hymms my grandmother taught her.

Art: Your grandmother was a very active lady,

Hattie: \/ery active! Yes, she would go way up as far as Hancock with all her remedies,
You—isgess, this cupping and this massage. ¢

Art: I have an idea what is involved in massaging, but what was the cupping?
Hattie: That wees-wien o=l mimasine—nort—od=idire high blood pressure end that would alleviate
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that pressure,- lwoiidd-tihdnks -.1.r.--.'1>he had her regular set of horns, certain type of
horns and an old razor, cut short so that there was Jjust a funny little small end
and kind of rounded off but sharp,s $he held that old razor handle like it used
to be in years gone by)a.nd she would just go about like this hwese

Art: She would tap on ,»

Hattie: <tap on, first she would put the horn there, I guess, for some suction and then she
would tep it and then she would put on the horn agsain.
Even Hungarian men, our neighbors, Humgmmbsns heard about hery; and she was doctoring up
all kinds of people (laughter)
wjhe vas ~jpowslwes, nice in starting that early education of the kids, too,
yow=tmesi, like Sunday school, améey.,

In the Sunday School that she was teaching, whet did she usey the Aapinep, too?
Hattie: Aapinen and Catechiem and the Bible History. Yes.

Art: Was that Nikander's Bible History?

Hattie: It could have been. Although my mother told me that first Rev. @r)’_ﬂ’édemaﬂ’ used
‘? come to Allouez,but then they learned of Nikander being Evangelical Lutheran, wekdi
hen they dropped that off,and my brother, Swandey was baptized by this Rev. Heideman,
But then wiwen they began to hear about Suomi College, Wasn't it in the 1890's when
that started, ami I told you the story about the $20 she loaned to., ..

Yes, that was your grandmother?
Hattie: hé, that was my mother
Art: Oh, Gi®@ Maybe you could describe that incident.

Hattie: Well, certain men from the college,when they began to build it in the early 1890's
wobiapableey- came collecting, they said they're going to start a colleges amd M! dad
wasn't meking too much in those days even as a foreméﬁ, adndln, But she just could not
resist the man that wanted it for education, S0 she went to the neighbors, loaned $20
and paid it. Am@ $he was actually never in want in spite of doing that/

Art: Vel lt seems to indicate that a lot of the early Finns were really interested in
education,

Hattie: ﬁw surely were, they surely were!

Why did this happen? Do you have any explanation why they had such a great interest
in -education?

5Aﬂattie: I really don't know. But anmyw=y,, I know my parents did, esd & mother was really
more for taking my sister out of school , yofkmow, to help her,aemd dad didn't want
that but anyway she won! You know how women are! But he said, now the next girl that
séarts, I'm not taking her out and I happen to be that one. Yes.

Art: So you continued your education

Hattie: Yes. My older brother was a stationg engineer ,~yOU Xtowk, in the mining company
that would hoist the men and rocl;s,—mmther 4 Fred Ly attended Suomi College for a

while' the year before the Copper Country strikc/a.&xt ten when the strike came ong
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he went to a course that they called, Preparatory. It was like fin ishing the grades.
W/ﬁlen he planned to take the Commercial course, but the strike came on and
that was it ,ypewRrow, in those hard times.

Art: Do you have any recollections of the strike?op—d:i:d

vV Hattie: Oh, yes. Youlll find that in the library. . in stories on the Copper Country strike.
Our neighbor girl that went to school with me,-she was called Margaret Kad jakash, ,ghe
vas Hungarian, wedd, $he went out in the early morning, &rly in the ’morning the
strikers would go out toward the mine and they even took children along some time,
and Margaret happened to be one of them, M y had those "Wadell" men, you
know, cavalry men really with these billies; yesy~Shen one morning when they were on
this little early morning round, the=simiiseweyswmsddsiFon this "Wadell" group iiemmmre
<pupopyemedidmpbley shot into the striker crowd and got s Margaret in the head g
anéd I remember heing at home when she would go by maybe to the post office or so, she
would chat and she would say "Hattie, you want to put your finger up in my head?"

And it was sbout the length of a joint of a finger, a pit in her head and still she
lived and survived. Yes. : ‘

I think I remember reading about that incident.

Hattie; Yes, aadﬂh:n—{;—ﬁere was another Finnish girl who was crippled, he—Swe=reg—waswxy
up-as—though—shene, Her knee was bent and her leg came way up higher than the other
knee, yowsismnes, and it was crippled that way. Well, it was fortunate for her tc go
on one of those early walks because they had those soldiers here too, smie—positioned
in amongst the men that came to protect the mining company ownership, you-lau. Wwell,
this doctor had noticed this poor girlg jhe was a Lokajarvi girl,and glory be, he

"saw to it that that girl got her leg fixed. #Am® jhe got a straightened leg,and $he
went to school and that was really an ideal help for her.

I‘?&Im\ .
Art: You mentioned the "Wadell-Mayhem" men, How did the community feel about having the
state militia in here?

Hattie: They didn't mind the state militia as much as "Wadell" mén or "Waddle"‘\“, I don't
know what they were. They feared them because ,.youXmow, they“Vere stories how
they'd clout in§9cent' passers-by scmetime pepowsierows—seme-iiay with those billies.

Not all I % but . poe=-lmesmm——] know we had one as a tenant, s Me always carried
that kind of long, leather-covered thing that had a leather hold that went around the
. wrist) and they were ready with that any old time, #md on horseback, usually.
“)c e .
Art: B very many of the Finns in your neighborhood ge-==ewere—they among the strikers?

Hattie: There were some and some were not. Jaad dad felt that as-bheuwsr—FowrERUW—tHE
he wouldn't really Jjoin the strikgrs at first perhaps, Mut then he thought that I'm a
worker, and he Joined it, amdiesiniice )z;other neighbor man, e became a scab and worked
while pa was a striker) but he never joined the parades or anything like that, he=wasmrt
your—lenow;—%e0 '

Art: ﬂe supported it)but he wasn't»rea.lly an active,;,

Hattie: .,not an active one. WeJ.J.-,_t.hen,@Le day long years a.ftel"{ this man's son says to me:
"Hattd when I was coming home from school, &eé I had to pass his home,)
he—-aeé.d.,—’)‘ou know what,Hattie, now after the strike,your dad will never work in the
Wolverine Mining Compahy, as# I said to him, "Oh, won't he?" and'I said, "isn't it
funny that his boss came to ask him to come back to work)y That's what happened.

So his father was a scab.



Art: 8o evidently your father was a good worker.
Hattie: I think so. Yes. He was a hard worker.
But he never did Join the union
Hattie: No. But being a workman he thought', well, might as well
Art: I guess the biggest episode that took place during the strike was the Hall disaster.

Hattie: Oh, that was terrible! Another neighbor girl, she was called Giacolleti ,‘”I([Jta.lian
little girl, ﬁhe passed away in the Italj Hall panic.asd Wnen we went to see her,
the mother moved her dress a blt, here was a heel mark right on her chest. She
had been trodden over. here was.. a Finnish family from Wolverine also
that had l=der L’L—Wﬁmber umtwm——ﬂ 3 or U4 little children all in a row in
caskets gone in that same panie..

Do you recall anything of the day that the funerals were held, 1.fere was a mass
funeral wasn't there?

Hattie: There was a mass funeral and I have just seen pictures of them,-ebﬁ,:s; those days
we didn't get to Calumet ag much as we did later. But that was the talk of the town

and then ,.efecomrsey in all these leimmimf post card type L e tRUTErPvete-, pictures./
they sold them and that's what I remember. It was a sad sight!

Would you say that sort of broke the back of the strike then?

Hattie: I would think so. And they claim that this Big Annie, she was a Slg"vic person who
usually carried our dear ol' flag in the parades on Sunday afternoons, she was Jjust
pretending to be a striker. She would give all the data to honorable McNaughten
then later on.

So she was a kind of .er informer!

Hattie: Informer! There was an article in either the Detroit or Chicago paper at the time
and it was just a hand-drawn picture of a desk and a man sitting at the desk and this
Big Annie sitting there and giving all the da.ta tomma-the—infornation

mﬁere was evidently then a concentrated effort on the part of the company to
find out who the strikers were. amd Were some blacklisted then afterwards?

Hattie: Oh, a goodly number, es-peoa’.a.]&y%at I remember people saying from the Ahmeek locale,
hecawse I think they detected a&@:r,—gmﬂﬂ—be a socialistic or Marxist element,
you—men, yes, there were quite a numbersy $everal of our hometown boys even lost their
JOB? and they had to go to work at the Painesdale Mining Company, I think, because they

dn't get a job here. '
Well, that certainly is one of the more lively chapters in Copper Country history,thet

Hattie: Yes, it was a lively one and a sad one. Yes. The doors opened inward and then
when the first ones through fear went down those high steps in the Italian Hall, well,
they piled one over the other.

No fire really?

Hattie: There was no fire at all but scmeone who came in called "Fire emd I know Mrs. Gaabo's



6.

mother died just sitting on the chair the minute she heard some one come in and say,
"say Firq'y She collapsed and died. I suppose she thought how am I going to go down
those steps if there is a fire so she just

Art: They never found out who called "fire"?

Hattie: No, but no doubt it was from the other side, you know, not the strikers.
How old‘v‘rere you thens-yéu' were é. school girl

Hattie: I was Just in the grades, might have been 5th or 6th grade. Yes

Well that strike took place just before World War I, what kind of impact did World
War I have on the community? Did quite a few of the boys go off to war?

Hattie: Yes, my older brother is a World War I veterang —_It was sad to see them go,but he
came backyand the funniest things” grandmother was rather psyahic in spite of being
you—temow all that she was, sad I would say to her, "Grams, do you think that g€we used
to call my brother Swande, Bup)e-do you think he's going to ever return from that
dear old war? Weld $he would say, "ei minulle olle viellll sannottu)'y She'd give such
en answer, amd ¥hen in the meantime we moved from No. 3 Wolverine to No. 4 ydnother
adjoining village. #md I went to college from No. 3 and returned to go to No. 4,.a
brand new place. Wedd.~Fhen one day%long time a.fter* she comes to visit us in No. &
Wolvering.,and.*ll of a sudden she sa?s to my mother "no nyt hlngelle sannotiin" and

my mother had sort of forgot to ask it so often any more,weldy Bhe said "n mat%a,a.n

v varella se sovinto tehddn" and do you know it, my brother was already in _prve>s % , France

and they were already told that in"¥days,you will be in the trenches and the Armistice
was signed?! She was psychic in many ways. Very religious and could interpret dreams
too, that type. Sometimes I used to say maybe she was a spiritualist)but she wasn'}
Lt jhe was a staunch Evangelical Lutheran.

M”Art: o o re there other Finnish ladies or men who had these
psychic powers, or was this kind of unusual?

Hattie: I remember another neighbor, William Kruka, who was the chief push over there at
the Painesdale Mining Company, wedm -His mother was really wonderful for interpreting
dreams, I remember, she was our neighbor, too. All the Kruka's. Yes. Amd “{hey were
all educated too, William was the oldest boy from another mother and all the rest werew
a whole slew of kids, But he wanted them all educated, and he had made a promise to his
dying father that he'll see that they're all educat o even in that family there
was that education idea.

Art: 8o flet's talk a little bit about your educationa }/ou whad your high school training
in the Calumet High School, %at were your impressions of that school? Was it a good schoo%

Hattie: Tt was considered very good. All the graduates peeded to say edve in Detroit even,
bk they'd say,Where are you from) "Calumet,', that was it; they got a job. Yes, it
was congidered very good. See, the staff was mostly Calumet people that stuck up for
the community, seee Like now, it's maybe a Tech man's wife teaching--not condemiiing

’?Ll of them either,ﬁut it was more of the hometown girls that were the teachers, apd
hey were proud of their kids, you know, and then they got wonderful training and
most of them did well.

Someone was saying not too long ago, whom I talked to, that there was really an
attempt by the mining company manager and others who came f’ﬁ: Boston and Harvard to
try and inject progressive ideas into the school training, that your experience?



Hattie: That could be, yes.
Art: What was the curriculum like? /%

Hattie: ]’..Hni;,!a,’ﬁ my elementary training, pe had a woman superintendent called Miss Pope.
That's unusual, @n a woman as superintendent. W&%, I'm telling you, we really got
training. We studied art, music, and her system was noted for the penmanship. Beautiful
penman, and it was almost militaristic, ‘But I had many instances that I could cite
in college days, like ®unce Professor Brown in the Psychology class, says, who can
think of slye similies? Jdm@ of a sudden I happened to think of when I vas in the
5th grade, We used to hgve °".programs, school concerts in the Forestors Hall-%that is
now- the Midway Inn Ohgame plot there, Wwaikimy like from a clear sky this song that we
once sang there) it was called "Geography! gaé¢ I thought I've learned to sing it and
I surely am not going to sing it in a class of aygut 60 there, $0 I thought I only
hope that I could remember it, to say itg fo the{st verse went like this:

The earth ocutside is like a nut (there's one already)

And inside full of flames, they say it's like an orange

But it doesn't taste the same

A river is the funniest thing that's on the map I think

It looks just like a piece of string

And yet it's good to drink and then a real humorous chorus to it

Well, Mr. Brown W looked at me, W
\é were studying forgetf“ulneg,s and memory right that day, I sa.id,\ . Brown, we used

to sing it in th h grade,amd I'm telling you that improved my mark that day
(2Aughter), a.nd—% course, bhe—pemsEnzhip, they poticed the penmanship of all
these districts ,you—kmow, under Miss Pope andoh, en I took asbnormal psychology
we were supposed to have -a typewrittex I have never taken typing, I
took Latin-German course in high school, a6 I would have to hire a girl to do the
work. and when I wouldn't get it the way I would want the book to beg See, we had

to put what the ildings looked like to us in the early morning on Saturday when we
went there, gwd-then one day when I'm going to class, wekky Mr. Brown gays, "what's
that district up\'.here in the north, Kere, Eere..W,‘fﬁere's a woman
superintendent, I said, could it \lQave been Kearsage?" Amd He sad:d,*yes;"he-s'ai'd\ I
marvel at the penmanship, 'l said, well that's where I hail from, Mr. Brown. So
+then after thisfcourse was finished, this{@bnormal psychology>ceurse, we had , to make
a trip to Newberry State Hospital, ané He was explaining what these books look
like, and“they must be on typewritten paper, each in typewriting. So I waited until
the class was just about gone and I stopped at his desk and I said "Mr. Brown, I
could make my book just the way I want it,ir I could arrange it the way I want to,
ai if you would give me permission to write mine in long hand. I-s=idy emember
you complimented those district No. 2 penmen. He sws,‘%o to it, MW
how are you going to keep them straight? With typewriting paper)" I said, ‘I'll make
a liner." :Then I got an "A" on my book. :

w
Art:\)this abnormal psychology course ,Shis—was at Korthern?

Mbﬂattiezﬁt was at Northern. But iBeB e hMQJ%Sh it by visithg the paranoid,
:}Lf".\di ¥

schizophrenic and all of those, dn't ¥now there was an alcoholic sectjon in
there, too, and a hunchback section where they were hurt some way , améd—tirat fhe spine-
didnt work right and that affected the brain,But I didn't think of alcoholism, you
know, but there was a group of them too.

ARt: Were there many Finnish patients in that Newberry a.syl’um?

Hattie: I think so because Mr. Brown even mentioned the fact,asd I felt kind of sad to
hear that‘c I was going to tell him,weliq the majority of people living around

here are Finnish, powemwes, but I thought I won't say a thing.



Art: 1Is there anything about your college days that really stands out in your mind?

Hattie: Wetl,—ymunile I was in High School we had a very educated man called
Trebilcock ,but he spoke above our heads, Mis words were dmile long; yew-kwemn, He didn't
come down éo our level.amd I thought if I lived through this high school age, weid,

I shall not take history in a hurry! But then my first year ﬁ_ Northern I had a fedlow
called Devarous Starr, round-faced, cheerful, i wafhgloomy either we used
to call him "Trucky" <ead He spoke on our level, amd ‘¥ould you believe itJ) from an
English major I changed my course and graduated with a history maJorW he brought
out something that ch my mind about history, I hegan to like it. Commae

English is my minor andy] oography.

Weid, When you began teaching, you taught all subjects then?

Hattie: Yes, and taés E. J. Hall, when I got here wanted to know, extra, can you teach
drawing, can you teach nmsic?a.d I stood there kind of sheepishly never knowing how
it's going to be,

What year was it when you graduated from Northern?

Hattie: I got my limited certificate in 1918. M't(hen I spent September '21 and June '22
and I got the life certificate. Then long years after I got my Bachelor or ARts
degree in 1946, long time after.

Art: Let's talk about your first teaching position, Whs that in Aura?

Hattie: That was in Aura. It was through a friend who had an aunt living in Aura that
wrote to me and said "Hattie, they need a teacher", they would like to have you
Ka/ consider it. Amd Abw again that Marxist idea comes in in my mind so then I wrote to
Superintendent Cross and I said I'll be com#ng on such-and-such a train, that I’m
tall and blue-eyed and fair,amd ér course, he immediately knew wvho I was, wei&..‘ﬁere's
a Ford car waiting and a chauffe}' and Mr. Cross, amsd start going! L
going, we went past L'Anse, past the Zeba Villageq I had never see& Indian children
before and then we get to what he called Aura. And we stopped at some tracks and
near these tracks is a kind of a _low building, one-room building with tar paper
cupboard, ¥ou koow,—inetead—of—-jt vas an old Hebbard Lumber Company office camp
left there as a school,amd Wen ve stopped there amd he said, "that's your school.”
wehl,, I was thinking when the evening train comef along, I'm going back home". Jwrd
“¥hen he - asked me the funniest question, He said, "@'& socialist?" Amd—tire

oo TRDE
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Hattie: I was really stunned!

Art:

%gl couldn't understand why he would ask that, until I
made my first trip to nwox” Pequaming with my landlady driving a nag, you—lnosgsessdl
@oing along about 5 miles apd sh would say, now there's Jehw—Herduy and there's Adex

Hs»ju, and there's dnd—se-an hat—oe f_began e PN E—s oil 1
I wanted to know what sort of people they were ‘uw c}ngst &hem
tien later on I heard that there s 1little bit of tha ,\elemeat %y gaid, now

where Wgoing to stay?" I sa.id,\ don't know! ¥wwedd I am  to stay with a family
called John Mytty amd somewhere near, these tracks and near this school, dewedd 1
have no idea, Superintendent Cross, Mﬁaﬁwﬁmt--

Did they have some sort of hall there? ¢

Hattie: Well, not when I was there, In later years themn when I was out of there. Yes,

Art:

Hattie:

Art:

_there was 2 different kinds of halls--ywwsimwew those that were that minded
and those that were more church-minded.

Those other halls, were they ﬁi%ius Seura?

:Zre or less. Therfmy niece was Mu maﬁ %uld you believe
it? en she got her first Job, Martha Tossava Kotila, she got her first job in Aursa.
But she was in Arvon Township, that's more toward the Skanee way, but part of Aura,
et I was in tdee L'Anse Township but we both boarded in the same home, Hiltunen's.
Well, thatjreally shocked me, thet—question. > SuperintendenyCross asked
this driver to go to the nearest farm house and ask some one to direct us to John
Mytty's. Well, out comes & little girl with ,ﬁ 1ittle Koy 7  on her cheek and she
says "I can show you the way to<John Mytty's aad—het ‘?oday,‘_i._s Mrs. Jalmer Liuska
in Aura, $he's a Makela really and some relative of this John Juntunen who runs the
restaurant, aad.-os—oeme—,’ﬁe minute I saw this Kearsarge girl,-these working with
her aunt, youkne T R o—get—i T wE—wexty 1 began
to feel more at homey just seeing her, &n: I could write a book on the general,
shocking situations too, and hardships and like that over there, et

- e = e as o - o B LV W o

what were some of the hardships? Were most of these people Brmers?

MM Hattie: Well, when a new farmer would come, they would e‘g this new farmery live with

them for the time being, with—emether—farmer, %hey were so obliging until he got his
sauna most likely first and then the house built, it was really like pilgrims landed.

You're joking--they didn't put up the sauna first?

Hattie: Ko, no, not exactly, no, but that was the next best thing to keep clean, that

was their cleanliness.

Where did they get this land?

Hattie: I think it was senior Jasberg from Hancock that sold these lands, bhenjt'hey were

Indian hunting grounds before, it's really Point Abeye on the map. Ané {hey were
Indian hunting grounds but I don't know May Jasberg got a hold of them St guyway
he was the, agent for ég& selling ef them.

£ ‘rter thd TErike many people were glad to go as farmers from here because,
apd some of the men were getting olderx, amd Do many went back to farms then.

Art: dadde, /hd the Finns turn to farming out of economic necessity, because of the strike

and other reasons, or did they go just because they wanted to have their own (—(' o 7,
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Hattie: I think there were many that wanted to be fs.rmers. arrd éthers,,peﬁra:pa-,_;cmrlmws
with that incentive Sarobiy-now-bhet the strike is over and maybe I don't get a joby B e
wedd, I'11 go, B.lt there were others that really wanted to have their own farm.

WMArt: Could you share any experiences about your first year of teaching? What was it like
to be a teacher out there?

Hattie;- There's one incident, my school desk, I'm sorry)I didn't buy it as a souvenier,

,lrt was flat on both ends like this aud‘ﬁlen lan ere like a%dj-fashioned organ,
that you 1lift up,emd our belongings were in there, wrought iron sides,

-awdfhe children's desks were dowble—bwt niceMiesks, bmt(double seated] Black voards,
black paper, not slatej goftwood floor so that one day when I was walking back looking
at the children's writing, down goes the board and™®he earth below. And—b!!en@ne
day it really got me frightened! A mouse peeped up through a knothole and I thought
Vehiehanadasshere I'd better get a chair,fut I thought I am teacher now, I better not
show that I'm scared of a mouse. They didn't mind them at all, they were used to them
And s huge metal-covered stove.in the corner {aet gave plenty of heat, amd I remember
Dr. Lowe in Northern who taught Phyliologrx used to say, now I wish everyone of you
would start inthe country and be the janitor?eu.en. How- I been the janitor, I
think the o0ld school would have burnt. Weﬂ.,A.nyvay there were some farm children
that did the lighting of the fire and all that‘so I escaped that.

Art: Were all your pupils Finnish?

Hattie: All except one German girl and 3 little Indians that came from these Hebberd
camps)but all Finns otherwise.

Art: Did—yew, Pid these Finnish children that came, did—they know any English or was it
your job to teach them how to speak English?

Hattie: Some knew a little bit, but they had to learn it. ¥es.__-0£—-eeu:rse\,$ome of theyoo-nrv
mothers did speak English, yeulmow;—seme—eof—the—younger—mobhens ﬁxt asldit, then
recess time I would listen, ﬁey would make fun of the little Indian children. &
saids—bhen When they came in, I said we must treat each other kindly,thutﬁose
people that you were laughing at recess time are more Americans than we are, to tell
you the truth! So, that was that. And thg funniest thing{ thes I had them so that
they'd get over their self-consciousness“ ‘4f they knew a song or if-Lhey-lmev a poem
or—somedbhing, to recite in front of the rotm vei:-l-,ﬁis one little Indian boy wanted
to sing a song too, because there was a Nygor& boy that had a soprano voice like boys
have when they changing voice, fut up goes the little Shalfoe boy's hand and he
began to sing about the bedbugs on the wall because that's the only thing he had,
He 1ived at those lumber camps? I forget what his first name was, but I said,“ don't
you know any other song?”\ho, that's the only song 1 know,/ o that was it.

Art He sang about his life experience
Hattie: That .was his life experience!

Art: I'm very interested in this change from the Finnish language to the English language,
was it difficult for the children to learn a new language, make the adjustment?

Hattie: No, noi—beo—bad-becsuse—oee 4 the older children le it , -bppese they caught
on at home alreadyy ud'iou had to have &ll the gr?s.and’iﬁén there came a time
Tebleduvieibewee in the third year that I was there girl called Miss Marrow from
Champion, tes-wes a graduate from Ferris Institute, came there, amé $he let me go
through the bother of changing all the lower grade books and then the higher grade,
gt I was to take the higher and she??over, ami $he spent _one night and on the morrow
like her name, she was gone, she couldn't take it. MNekd, Mt was hardshipy, to tell you

the truth. I'm surprised when I think 'back that I put in 3 years.



Do you recall what kind of pay you received?

m Hattie: Yes, I was getting m there than Miss Pope, this one that I went to in my

elementary grades, $h ered 45 and mine was 65.

$65 a month?

Hattie: Apd—youXmow When I told her K and—then-there was a flu epedemic, waewe I was home

Art:

maybe a whole month, then‘ﬁey call me and we were out another
month4{ it was raging terrible. %t 'm sure the man of the house where I stayed in
might of had pneumonia even bu'l.r-:ﬁo octor, aaéﬁe mother was so sick that she could
Just about prepare the mean amd T did not get sick there. It was the third year
that—I-was—pubbing there, bat When I went the fo owing year for my life certificate,
it raged in Marquette and I was down and out,”%i kids had to bring me my dinner from

another home. I was really sick. I had resistance to fight it the first year

dawbt ‘ut térew when worrying about your own studies vhea-yewisme at college a.ndt,txg{'ﬁg'“
over there too-Wedd, I really got a good start of it.

m@m‘%‘&@é‘e there any deat‘h_abecause of the flu?

Hattie: Yoo-,—Man one of these trips when I came home,-you KNOw, because bhey=

Art:

seid—bhat the schools would be closed again for awhile, one of the Hiltunen boys
agked me to get him some reeds for his accordian, He knew I was coming here,, amd

t the week before I wrote to him and I said,"Wwould he need them already' wie® I
could send them!' He says, weﬂ’“ no, but wewbde=XX>> you just bring them v’ﬁen you
come, that.There opening again.” S0 I had the reeds whep I went back e Mlen I got
there, they said that George Hiltunen had passed awvay. d another instance:~thEt
funerel, W !‘rbe  EH o the funeral and Rev. SettHl# from Republic came there with

this s Aike you see in mnmokertmm—wpﬁ*gm,—mw—
Me used to hire it from L'Anse, andffey stopped at Mytty's Mpost of the pastors,when -

they would come and preach therey weiih, {nstead of introducling m2, ‘é were all going
out for this funeral and Mr. Mytty had & long rig for his family to go,and—bhren I was

going to go with the kids on that andyMr. Mytty kind of rough spoken says "hei,
teacheri sa®mennd pastorin kansa". Didn't know him from a "bag of beans" and I had
to introduce myself although he ate there and_everything-and—be—geb—up—there—finet,

“fhen we started off , -went ahead and we followed,

Was SettHld married?

Hattie : Yes, he was married, themy-¥yosy—and—plory-be, % were going along on the country

Art

roads not very good road, welds, Mr. Mytty used to call them "kintu polkuuja" (Just
the paths ).’{g.t was kind of funny4 I had never heard it before, Wolds Were I'm sitting
with this pastor that I had to introduce myself 10 Lebb—irimd—of-edd, and velre going
along-o-‘ll of a sudden from the carriage some kind of a newspaper comes flying in the
air and before we knew it, that horse was up in the air! Aad It was sort of sliding
on my side and had it been scmebody I knew, I might have grabbed him by the neck!
rt-Meybelsaid, "Herra Jumala" or something like that. I didn't dare to say that, and
I didn't dare to touch him,amd I was Just holding on to the bar, and it was going my
way (laughter) and & said, "ei tarvitse hitaillll ennen ko on vaara ldhelld” and it
was plenty "vaara Mhelld because that horse was up in the air! R got so frightened
when this newspaper came flyi ough the air, _Some farmer, Igh'pose, had just
tarown it. Oh, dear! And& d not go in the home to see the bodyy Rewr—Sebtdad

wouldnisy he was so scared of it.
How did they prepare the body there?

S
Hattie: Well, some kind lady would just w e, body -amé¢ it seemed that this—veryGeorge,

waltt, there was blood caming from h#s n ey oo, “They just sent a casket because those
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section lines wveren't made yet like they are today, as® They had to bring the body
outdoors g Tt was a cold, autumnal day, and he was so frightfully scared of the flu,
d-t‘h) and the services were held outside. I went in there, too, and I didn't even get a
— dengbut dox the next year in Marquette I really got it. I was saving all the germs
I got, yeuw-iwew. (laughter) '

Art: You mentioned SettHdll coming there, did he run into any difficulties with socialist
elements there?

: Jtess
Hattie: He could have but I never come to know that “tws he would just come once in a while
from Republic, snd_thaa—&mbher—th*ng,@ne evening Mr. Mytty said, "noh, nyt mennin
kirkkon}, I said, "missd tH#114 on kirkko!{) "Kylld sinnd huomas kun me l4hemme,’y
m% go again to these tracks near the dear. 013 sch)_? building and there's a A&»j@..u

(shat do they eall-that—iyeu—trave—topmp to—go—ateng?) Fection-line men usew-

. WL‘

I thought, what kind of rigging i T Veid, 411 of the people,that
they had asked to go to church with.to Pequaming, was 5 miles e,
fortunately downhill when you went, but uphill when you were coming back;” uoll-;’ﬁ;ere
ve were seated, a goodly number on the old hpndcar, I said, "tallg k8 me menneme
kirkkon?" "yo, t#114 me menneme kirkkon". was & little chapel in one part of
Pequaming that was called "Fintown" and that's where we went. And the most wonderful
ermon anybody could hear! Course, this Rev. Setb#idy that's the first time I heard

K“"&ﬁg‘peak‘ and-then\tlﬁen we came out of church, I could hear the voice of a lady that
sounded much like my mother's, in the same,dialect ,(Vgfsan murretay "Tulka nyt meille,
tuoka sittd uutta teacheria kahville! and \sémwend—emd=bhen When we were near the door,
she said, "no mennkdldn sinne tupaan istuman!',sew-emew just like a Vaasa-lainenwould
say ity awd& I felt quite at home, Just 1iké& getting to feel more like I belong*there.

hat was my first church-going trip. And‘ﬁlen I wanted to do that exercise too

and they said, "ei teacheri tarte, ei teacheri tarte".

Did any of the Finns try to match you up with one of the Finnish men?

Hattie: Oh)‘{'es, there was a certain lad that was interested\ﬁ.lt the trouble was,,i—f—ﬁ:u-—
and he waj very nice and maybe I could have liked him enough to marry him even, Kut I

had ,—3-i sa.y,“dear boy, thet I would be minus a job, thet I haf,nothing against
you,--

You really had a commitment towards teaching.
Hattie: Yes, I had a full commitment towards teaching, that was uppermost, I en)oyed it

Art: Well, you were far. about 3 years

Art: Zd then fagmthiore you moved to

Hattie: I moved over here on Lake Linden Avenue in the Home sch that was part of
District E 1l Calumet and the E. J. hall. And~there I h a lovely principal, Miss
ahoney, #lthough she was &tholic » Sshe was very saintly and lovely even toward her
rotestant teachers. M&’ gave me many, many hints on what to ect, aniePeonsaid ,
en I told her about #s Stephen Stafanich, vedskg, she said,‘ ou'll notice Miss
Harju that ildren get cases on their teachers and vice versa,'z:d—then long years
afterwards ,"E%)ephen had left school jhe sends a Valentine card and1t says, "To my
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dearest",sFullerton Avenue, Chicago. He wasn't married then yet, yousimsw.
And—shen 1 purposely took that card to show Miss Mahoney and I said, "you were right,
Miss Mahoney," mmi - , I was there another 3 years,
then I was promoted from th%;th kt 6tl}jand the Tth in the Cherles Briggs under Mies—
sSemdddn, Miss Flora Sa.ndlin,,\é'if& heg?*? used be=iwmwe to take a bus from home:, get

off near the Washington building and wait for another bus to get me to Laurium! Amd
“here was a man that would go by every morning and I'd say, "Good Morning" and he
could see that I was not with the District No./ 2 teachers that waited for their bus,
Wedsds, u'e didn't say too much, I just knew that he was one of our School Board members.
He ¢was called McClelland. Wil Fhen I met him again, and he said, "you know, I've
been wondering who you were, why don't yoxb go in the vestibule of that Washington
Building and it's nice and warm in thereg T said, "Mr. McClelland, if you're not

right under the bus, they don't wait". So that year, in 1934, in mid-term, February,
Mr. Hall comes along one morning and says, "You know, I've been thinking’&ﬁlanging
you to the Washington School,'amd I knew it stemmed from Mr. McClelland. was here,
he lived on this avenue, a few houses down from here, he was snug in bed, he didn't
know I had walked a mile and had taken o buses and I think Peter McClelland put him
wise. And I was only 30% years strajght in that building! Teaching all the subjects
until before my retirement in '6l, be 5 yea.rs,beforg}:k.t, they started the junior
high and seey the men feiks wanted to take the history"” I thought woign I would love
the history now, but Mr. whoever was principal there said that I think you'd make a
English teacher.

-

’ L
VJ'B&'r#ou were teaching here then when the depression came +-ijemmpli—yponl '29-'307
in-those—yeurs?

Early '30's.

Hattje: Early '30's, yes, I was. I-began—hodo—iig—-1 got my life cerbificate!f' 21-'22.
Well, $hen'*22-123 I was in Holmes and from 123 on to '64 I was U2 years in the Calumet
District, 3 years in Baraga County.

Wm—w&,—mﬁm—_ﬂm you notice any particular
hardships that your children were facing i tntlee ?’14—

Hattie: Well, there were some that needed help and I think they did get it. Yess ﬁut in
general they weren't too bad especially in the town beeswse I had seen such a vast
difference out in the country so I thought they .looked pretty good here.

ARt: So even during the depression they looked much better here than they did in Aura during
other years?

Hattie: Yes. Awd I used to like to teach music too, so over here in the Charles Briggs
School I had a ?y's trio and even young Dr. Roechk was my boy soprano with Butcher
Reynolds' boy, hey,,had this soprano voice.ad"{here was Wilmers and Wickstrom‘ﬁ:he
middle part, and Gook and~I forget the little part mangz-but Gook could carry the load
himself. Am& I remember how I had goose flesh all over me when they would sing in
harmony so every time I see Dr. Roche, he says, "Hattie Har-ju Bartanen" and I say,
"yup, that's who it is, and myyy boy sopranc ,"I tell him. (Laughter)

Art: Well, you've enjoyed a great deal being a teacher.

Hattie: Yes, and to think lidee this George Matson still writes to me, that he made the
Army his career, and<E-weé—fhose are from him in Kpreaj I had a beautiful frame
when he heard the old school teacher got. married, cultured pearls and all the
shells in a regular frame over there on the wallg yes, and many others bhet have kept
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in touchtAt Christmas time, I hear from oodles of them. tgr%en you have children
of your own, Weds, I call them my darlings or my children, ﬁgke Sunday when you were
preaching, two of them were sitting right in front of me and I didn't really know who
they were until they got up, I said, "oh, two more of my darlings" (laughter)

I really enjoyed teaching.

Art: But you must have noticed a considerable change over the years as the mining began
to taper off.

Hattie: Oh, yes, and even in the curriculum and the type of teachers that were coming
and that slow change to what it is todey.

What were some of those changes?

JHattie: Well, they were less--I think we were more strict in some ways and the kids really
had to come to time! But that's the way we were brought up, see.

You noticed a lessening in discipline.
Hattie: Lessening in discipline especially was one of the chief

ARt: Because of the change, was there any cutting back on the curriculum in the kinds of
courses that.could be provided?

Hattie: Yes, in the later years then they realized that they should get in more science
like in the latter years in the Washington building. And they dropped off Geography
in Tth and 8th for some time and introduced sciences instead. So it was like learning
a new course in science and I had to brush up on all the dinoseurs and the - types of
rocks, It was interesting though, it was nice to teach all those subjects because you
had to be more alert yoursélf‘and—eheu:—ef—eeusae,'Fﬁis was interesting too but
sort of monotonous, it was spelling and reading and literature and the writing and
all that, it's much more monotonous th aving like art and music and all the rest of
the subjects, like in history and science you couldn't guess, you had to know it!

How would you appraise the mining company's involvement in the educational enterprise?

Hattie; Well, the Washington School got their heating system from the Calumet Mining
Company, there was & big boiler house back of the school and now in the late years,
when the mines closed, they had their--if you'll notice & kind of a smaller structure
beyond the avenue where they have their new heating system, so they lost out there
after the mines closed.

ARt: Were mining company managers on the school board?

—

Hattie: w#md 4t seemed to me that the Calumet High School was really started by the mining
company, of course, I can't :vouch on that but it seems to me it was. See, those
early days we hardly got to Calumet, we didn't know too much about it until we got to
‘high school. And then we felt, you know how you feel, inferiority complex like living
over beyond the tracks, you know, from Kearsarge coming over here, we thought the
Calumet people were different, more learned or something until we found out that we
could do much like they did.

How did the Finnish students manage in school? Were they up there?
Hattie: Very good, some of them. Extremely good. Then, of course, like in every group

you'll find some that were kind of backward and some were not physically able to
learn too much, they had some physical trouble. But on the general whole, I would



15.

say the Finns were alert,

Did the school provide any kind of night-school training for older people?

Hattie: Yes, there were adult classes one time, I remember; yes, and just lately there has
been.

I'm thinking if there were classes to help naturalize people, help them learn

Hattie: It seems to me there were. But you know when you didn't get to Calumet so much
in those early days so I can't really tell.

Looking back over your teaching career and what you've done here, is there any one
thing you could point out as your most worthwhile accomplishment, that you feel
is most satisfying?

Hattie: I felt thrilled at the time when this Mr. Hall says, well, I've been thinking of
putting you in the Washington building;b ‘gen I used to come home from
the Aura aeé oh, é} forgot to tell youj ile I was in Aura in those 3 years,they
built a 2-room rufal school, the most modern in Baraga County &t the time! forgot
that part. A lovely slate boards, single desks, blond swivel chair and a desk to
match for the teacher and these chemical toilets so that was a vast improvement!

Two rooms and that's where I thought wed¥ Miss Morrow will have a chance to be in
the other room but she disappeared over one night!

Did you feel that in the Finnish community¥~there was a tremendous amount of respect
for the teacher?

Hattie: Tremendous amount, yes. I think so. And if I failed there;lﬁell,'fhey can thank
their stars that I stayed 3 years, because it was hardship. -$we, Hbt-any special
bathrooms, not any special room, hey gave you what they had.

But there must have been a lot of good in what I was eating,and_all_thatw—beeeuoe;tn
the last 2 years then I boarded wi the John Hiltunen's,aa&-ﬁhe was a lovely lady,
too, Just like the first one , emd en she would see that I was getting the blues,
like—you-uouddy—weldsy she'd say, "Hattie, let's have some coffee'. And the crawling
on the snow to get to schooly chy-bew, it was a treat to take a bus to school when

/ I got here. Oh, another experience I had there: forest fire. I was staying at
Hiltunen's then. There was a fire on this side of the house , just a stone's throw
from the house, and over here and on 3 sides excepting one, and that was from the
L'Anse end and all night long the farmers woéld come in for a cup of java and then
they'd go out with their hoes and shovels and to protect the school because it was
recently built, this lovely new school, and dug big trenches and save it like they
did. Well, then all of a sudden word came that Aura folks, you'd better duck for the
lake! It was really treacherous. And—anyway—i—tirink—bhere-—were-se-nany

(enéd—ef—bape)
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Hattie Bartanen

LAURIUM- Hattie S. Bar-
tanen, 87, of Laurium died
Friday at Calumet Public
Hospital after along illness..

She was born to Andrew
and Maria Harju on Nov. 21,
1898 in Allouez. She lived in
No. 4 Location and attended
local schools, graduating
from Calumet High School
and Northern Michigan
University.

She was a teacher for 42
years at Aura, Holmes,
Charles Briggs
Washington schools before
retiring in 1964. :

On May 20, 1950 she
married Leonard Bartanen.
He died May 8, 1984.

She was a member of Faith

Lutheran Church in Calumet
and was also a member of the
Retired Teachers
Association.
. She was a member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Auxiliary Post 3900 and Clyde
Johnston American Legion
Auxiliary Post of Mohawk.

She is survived by a sister,
Mrs. Anna M. Tossava of
LaCanada, Calif.; two nieces,
Mrs. Martha (Caro) Kotila of

" LaCanada, Calif., and Mrs..

Eva-Gardner of San Diego;
and, two .nephews, Paul
Tossava of Phillipsville and

. Carl Harju of Kearsarge.

Services will be held at 1
p.m. Tuesday at Faith
Lutheran Church, with the
Rev. R.V. Langseth of-

and’

ficiating. Burial will be at

Lake View Cemetery.

Friends may call from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. and one hour
before services at the Peter-
son Funeral Home in
Calumet. A memorial service
will be held at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day at the church by VFW
Auxiliary Post 3900.

May 12, 1986
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