
 

 

Finnish 
American 
Historical 
Archive 
and Museum 

 
FINNISH FOLKLORE AND SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE GREAT 

LAKES MINING REGION ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 1972-1978 
(Funded in part by the National Endowment For The Humanities) 

F.F.S.C.G.L.M.R. DIGITIZATION PROJECT 2010-2011 
(Funded in part by the Keweenaw National Historic Park Advisory  

Commission / U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service) 
 
CONDITIONS FOR USE OF .PDF TRANSCRIPT: 
Finlandia University, formerly Suomi College, holds the exclusive copyright to the 
entirety of its Finnish Folklore and Social Change in the Great Lakes Mining 
Region Oral History Collection, including this .pdf transcript which is being 
presented online for research and academic purposes. Any utilization that does 
not fall under the United States standard of Fair Use (see U.S. Copyright Office 
or Library of Congress), including unauthorized re-publication, is a violation of 
Federal Law.   For any other use, express written consent must be obtained from 
the Finnish American Historical Archive: archives@finlandia.edu.  
 
PREFERRED FORMAT FOR CITATION / CREDIT:  
“Maki, John”, Finnish Folklore and Social Change in the Great Lakes Mining Region Oral 
History Collection, Finlandia University, Finnish American Historical Archive and Museum.  

 
Note:  Should the Finnish American Archive be a resource for publication, please 
send a copy of the publication to the Archive: 

Finnish American Historical Archive and Museum 
Finlandia University 
601 Quincy St. 
Hancock, Michigan 49930 USA 
906-487-7347 - fax: 906-487-7557 



Interview by Art Puotinen
with Hattie S. Bartanen 8/1/12

\1- l~
Sl~ It'1I""',

{ff::
Let's start by talking a little bit about your parents. You mentioned that your
parents came from IlmKjoki. Jid your father or mother ever tell you why they left

Finland? B"'~ ~ did they come to America?

~ttie : Well. y.. ~~ I f~ a grandmother here also. My dad'. mother was here. -~~ J
doubt. thru 1.etters I ~~~.. ~ they coJlDnunicated and thought this was a grand country 4IY-I:

~at your chanc es were more here than at home.

Art: h64 ~ you s~, your father came in the ear1.y 1.890's, Jid he find emp1.oyment immediate1.y

in the mines?

H.~ie: It seems to me he did some lumbering at first, ~..~ster wo~d know 8b~ut it better
than It But the longest that I remember him holding a job was this foremanship of this

rock house, crushing business. ~ Bft~~.

Did he get that position after you were born?Art:

Hattie: ~I was~year-old only when we moved from Allouez to No.3 Wolverine) so I don'.t
kn~ too much about the Allouez situation and !!8 '.1. -":'88 .. ~.I .I!i_'.!~ ~
QQW-~. in Wolverine either. But as much as I can remember; he worked in this No.3

rock house as a foreman there.

As a foral1&nt he worked with dif'f'erent men. "'ere most of the men under him Finns or

were they of different nationalities?

Hattie: A goodly number were Finnish, too, and Italians and such, yes. I remember going up
some high steps to bring his lunch to him once in a while because we lived not too

far from the rock house.

Did he speak. good English then?

Hattie: He understood it better than he spoke it S8!, but he learned to speak it quite

well.

And he communicated to the Italian workers in English?

That's t!"Ue.Hattie:

And to the Finns in Finnish.

Hattie: Yes

Art: Did the Finns and the Italians get along together pretty ve~?

Hattie: _a~'-=-9h L I remembe~ . - ---eve had Italians ~ as our closest neighbor~ and
they were people that you would be glad to have as neighbors t very lovely.

Art: As you were growing up, which school did you attend for your elementary training?

Hattie~ I went ~f grades in the Wolverine school that was right across o~ame.~~
ror ~ higher learning we had to go to the Kearsarge school for my~~7th and ~th grades)
~ from there to the Calumet High School) and fram there to Northern.

Did you live in a company house?

No. we aJ.ways had our own home. In Allouez we had our own home and then in No. :3Hattie:
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Wolverine, my- dad owned 2 homes and we had ten8J1ta even.
same plot ot land so that they were right close together

Yes. but they were in the

Art: Did your D&d ever indicate to you why he didn't go into the company house?
all f'ill.ed up or did he want to own his own'l

Were they

Hattie: He wanted to have his own home!! Just lately we were talking with ~ sister, I
r~ember her s~ingj..~. for a short time they rented from saae family called Nordstrom
in AlloueZ)but I 's~""'they thought \ really) it would be far better to have your own
home ~88d {nen he bought one right in Allouez.

What did you do if samebo9Y in the family got measles or were sick?
generally have same kind of home remedies ~ ~ ~~y --

Did your folks

Hattie: Well, the first thing they w~ to was my grandmother! She was a cupper, and she
was a massager, ~~ ~"v~ those days they had their homemade remedies, and we
went to her first and then, of course, to the mining company doctor.

Art: Do you remember any of grandmother's special remedies?
yourself?

Did you ever handle them

Hattie: Well, I'll tell you one odd one. ~enever we got a headache, you know what she
would do? She would get a nice clean cloth, told it ~~c:- narrow ~, about the
width ot your brow~ 88i ~e would peel a potato, slice it up and put it on so that it
would be right along ywr brow and then tie it in the back and in no time, our headache
was gone!

What was the principle behind that?

Hattie: !~~.emed ~Q me, Mi ;,-e~ M::-~- ~en we look back at the potato slices after we took
'em down, they were all turned black. you know. y~- .. '-- *t~ _'_d~ we ever
had a sore throat, she even used to gargle her throat sometimes with kerosene!
Yes! And that fixed it! (laughter)

Yau had to be c are~ not to S~oY:

Hattie: ~ ~~ Bur hane in Allouez-a,c.=ording to my- sister and my d~ in listening ~o
them because I was onlyoQ,t.year old~., ~ ~ a very large lJ.ving room.~4ll
the first Sunday Schools of the Su,~ Synod and~he early start of Suomi College,
men --~- m..,l, ~ used to come. ~, my- grandmother would teach the singing and
of course, the Bible as well she could just about remsnber any part without looking
i~ the Bible, 8Rd ~ile I was teaching here in the Charles Briggs School, I had some
-rrestleW children. Md. I thought~ ~ "Trestle".J.-'t surely isn't Finnis~ 1hen
one day I met the mother and she ~ --.r-'\6 ~ I remember your grandmother. ~ I
was thinking, how would Mrs. Trestle know my grandmother. Why, she was one of the
elderly girls that used to go to our home to the dear old Sunday Schoo~ and that's
where she _I ~_e says how many hyJUls ~ grandmother taught her.

Art: Your grandmother was a very active lady,

Hattie: Very active! Yes, she would go w~ up as tar as Hancock with all her remedies,
;.~- ~5.. this cupping and this massage. .
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that pressure. "':- -~ . .>he had her regular set of horns, certain type of
horns and an old razor, cut short so that there was just a funny little smail end
and kind of rounded off but sharp,.-I~he held that old razor handle like it used
to be in years gone by) and she would just go about like this.h8Pe

.Art: -'he would tap OD ,0)

Hattie: tap on. first she would put the horn there. I waess. for same suction and then she
would tap it and then she would put on the horn again.
Even Hungarian men. our neighbors, iY- - . --.s heard about her, and she was doctoring up
all kinds of people (laughter)
~-. --ijjhe was ~ ;-.. "I-_~ nice in starting that early education of the kids, too.
~- Im~ like Sunday school, M8..,...

In the Sund8¥ School that she was teaching, ~ did she use~ the Aapinen, too?

Hattie: Aapinen and Catechism and the Bible History. Yes.

Art: Was that Bikander's Bible History?

Hattie: It could have been. Although ~ mother told me that first Rev. ~~demm¥used
!9 came to Allouez, but then they learned of Nikander being Evangelical Lutheran. ~

~hen they dropped that of~ and ~ brother~ Swande, was baptized by this Rev. Heideman.
But then wheD they began to hear about Suomi College. ~asn 't it in the 1890 '8 when
that started. ~ I told you the story about the $20 she loaned to. ..

Yes t that was your grandmother?

Hattie: )J/; t that vas ~ mother

Art: Oh~ - M8¥be you could describe that incident.

Hattie: We~, certain men fram the co~eg;~;ben they began to build it in the early 1890's
.., ~_I~.;-,-came collecting, they said they're going to start a co~ege i t4r dad

was~!t -.king too much in those d&¥s even as a foremln I ~ Jrut she just could not
resist the man that wanted it for education- io she vent to the neighbors, loaned $20
and paid it. ~-She vas actually never in vant in spite of doing thatJ

Art: ~ lt seems to indicate that a lot of the early Finns were really interested in
education.

Hattie: they surely were, they surely were!

Why did this happen?
in education?

Do you have any explanat ion why they had such a great interest

~AHattie: I really don It know. But an,wQJ-.., I know my parents did, 8Id tDt m..°Jther was really
more for taking ~ sister out of school ~~ A.~ to help her. Md 1fi; dad didn It want
that but anyw~ she won: You know how women are! But he said, now the next girl that
s~s. 11m not taking her ~ and I happen to be ~ one. Yes.

Art: So you continued your education

Hattie : Yes. My older brother was a stationp,y engineer~u-~ -in the mining company
that would hoist the men and roc~s,-64 ])rother J Fred) attended Suomi College for a
while J the year before the Copper Country strik~ JUt .-e& when the strike came on~
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he went to ~course that they called, Preparatory. It was like tincishing the grades.
~.., ~~ 'then he planned to take the Commercial course but the strike came on and

~
that was it~~~~~ in those hard times.

Do you have any recollections of the strike?GP-aidArt:

.J Hattie: Oh. yes. Youlll find that in the librart, ~ in stories on the Copper Country strike.
Our neighbor girl that went to school with me,"'8fte was called Margaret Kadjakash.$he
was Hungarian. ~.$he went out in the early morning, ~ly in the 'morning the
strikers would go out toward the mine and they even took children along SCDe time)
and Margaret happened to be one of' them- ~-~--f§.,y had those "Wadell" men. you
know. cavalry men really with these billies. ~~hen one morning when they were on
this little early morning round. "t:~. - ~- i8__. , -~.,-= _81 this "Wadell" group I..'-e
i.- ---, "~ ..8~- shot into the striker crowd and got ~ Margaret in the head.
.Mr I remember Qeing at home when she would go by maybe to the post office or so. she
would chat and she would say "Hattie. you want to put your finger up in my- head?"
And it was about the length of' a joint of' a finger. a. pit in her head and still shelived and survived. Yes. .

I think I remember reading about that incident.

Hattie; Yes# ~-r:r;ere was another Finnish girl who was crippled. h- --- --0 w~l.- w';.f

u~ a8 tft6~~ she, i:.e~ Her knee was bent and her leg came way up higher than the other
knee, ye-~ I~ and it was crippled that way. Well, it was fortunate for her to go
on one of those early w~ because they had those soldiers here too, positioned
in amongst the men that came to protect the mining company ownership. ~~.. ~-~, ~ll,
this doctor had noticed this poor girl<Jlhe was a LokaJarvi girl)and glory be, he
saw to it that that girl got her leg fixed. ~jihe got a straightened Ieg,aBi ~he
went to school and that was really an ideal help for her.

n..J.bh '

Art: YoU mentioned the "Wadell..:.Mayhem" men. !tow did the community feel about having the

state militia in here?

Hat.t.ie: The,. didn't mind the state militia as much as "Wadell" men or "Waddle"~-" I don't
know what they were. They feared them because ~~b~ the~'were stories how
they'd clout i~~cent- passers-by sametime ene~, 8... .~~. with those b~ie8.
Not. all I ~t )but~.:. ~-:: I know we had one as a tenant. _.Ale alwqs carried
that kind of long, leather-covered thing that had a leather hold that went around the
wrist- and they were ready with that any old timej ~d on horseback, usually~

~~Art : ~ very many of the Finns in your neighborhood 8Q --. - ~.. among the strikers?

Hattie: There were some and some were not. ~Mv dad felt that 808 ~8&-_~. of -- ---", ~~.,
he wouldn't really join the striktrs ay fi;Jt perhaps~ ~t then he thought that I'm a
worker) and he joined it,. a8~~ _.lle 4nother neighbor man.,...fteo became a scab and worked
while pa was a striker) but he never joined the parades or anything like that, h~~~a~
y v~ k...vw ,WO

Art : ~ supported i ~ but he wasn't really an active 1 , I
. ~l. w.J.:Hatt1e :..,not an active one. Well. th8At \,gIle dq long years afte~ th!;.s man's son say-s to me:

"~++.; A - ~~1 1rD""...r ...r},a~ ~when I was carlng hane tram school I had to pass his hame)
he.-&o&Ii4:"':~u know what, Hattie, now after the strike your dad will never work in the
Wolverine Mining Campatry. ~ I said to him, "Oh, ~n't he?" and I 8&14, ~'isn't it
fUnny that his boss came to ask him to came back to work;~ That '8 what happened.
So his father ~as a scab.
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so evidently your father was a good worker.Art:

Hattie: I think so. Yes. H.e was 8. hard worker.

But he never did join the union

Hattie: No. But being a workman he thought., we].]., might as well

Art: I guess the biggest episode that took place during the strike was the Hall disaster.

Hattie: Oh. that was terrible! Another neighbor girl. she was called Giacolleti .~talian
Ii ttle gir~ ;he passed away in the ItaJ).an Hall panic..a8. tJnen we went to see her.
the mother moved her dress a bit,~ "Jhere vas a heel mark right on her chest". She
had been trodden over. Art8: .;M:.~n i 'f;here was" a Finnish family from Wolverine a.lsothat had ~ - t - --- _1- - - i ~ - 7 .~.. tit 3 or 4 little children all in a row in

caskets gon. in that same panic..

D~7OU recall anything of the day that the funerals were held, 1;'"i:ere was a mass
funeral wasn't there?

Hattie: There was a mass fUneral} and I have just seen pictures of them.~:I; those days
we didn't get to Calumet ~ much as we did later. But that was the talk of the town
and then ~~ -""-' ~~ in all these '-~~ t' post card type ~i ...~ - .1_- '- i. picture~
they sold them and that's what I remember. It was a sad sight!

Would you say that sort of brOke the ba~ ot the strike then?

Hattie: I would think so. And they claim that this Big Annie, she was a Sl:Yic person who
usually carried our dear 01' flag in the parades on Sunday afternoons, she was just
pretending to be a striker. She would give all the data to honorable MCNaughton
then later on.

So she was a kind of~ informer!

Hattie: Informer! There was an article in either the Detroit or Chicago paper at the time
and it was just a hand-drawn picture of a desk and a man sitting at the desk and this
Big Annie sitting there and giving all the data. t~"-~ee iftf8=-ati-~

~ there was evidently then a concentrated effort on the part of the company to
find out who the strikers were. aI!tl ~re some blacklisted then afterwards?

Hattie: Oh, a goodly number. 88i18g~ ~.~,. 'ihat I remember people sqing fran the Ahmeek locale,
"Q8Q~e I think they detected ~T-~ --. ~___II~_~ i; ee a socialistic or Marnst element,
~ ~ ~es, there were quite a number.. -Several of our hanetown boys even lost their
job~ and they had to go to work at the Painesdale Mining Comp~, I think, because they
COu!dnlt get a job here.

We~. that certainly is one of the more lively chapters in Copper Country history. ~

Hattie: Yes, it was a lively one and a sad one. Yes. The doors opened inward and then
when the first ones through fear went down those high steps in the Italian Hall, well,
they piled one over the other.

No fire really?

There was no fire at all but saneone who came in called "Firel" .aftd I know Mrs. Ga.&bo' sHattie:
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mother died just sitting on the chair the minute she heard some one came in and say,
"sq Fi~f~ She col1.apsed and died.. I suppose she thought }low am I going to go down

those steps if there is a fire so she just

They never found out who called "fire"!Art:

No, but no doubt it was f'r- the other side, you know, not the strikers.

'7
Hattie:

How old were you theD)You were & school girl

YesI was just in the grades, might have been 5th or 6th grade.Hattie;

Well that strike took place just before World War I, wha-t kind of impact did World
War I have on the caumunity? Did quite a few of the boys go o:t:f' to war?

Hattie: Yes, my older brother is a World War I veteran. :[t was sad to see them g~ but he
came bac~ and the funniest thingS'" L grandmother was rather psYOAic in spite of being
YoM, 8." all that she was...,.I I wo~d say to her, "Grams, do you think that ~~we used
to call ~ brother Swande, Bu)~)-rdo you think he's going to ever return fram that
dear 011 war? w $he would say, "ei minulle olle vieUIl sannott~'~ 'he~d give such
an answer.. -- "fhen in the meantime we moved fram No.3 Wolverine to No. 4~other
adj oining village. Me. I went to college from No.3 and returned to go to No.4, ~a
brand new place. W~-f;hen one d~ong time after), she cames to visit us in No.4
Wolverin~~ of a sudden she says to my mother 'no nyt h~elle sa.nnotiin" and
my mother had eort of forgot to ask it so often any more.w~ .he ~aid "nf m.a~4f8I1

..", varella se sovinto tehdKn" and do '1"ou.jmow it, my' brother was alre84Y" in Dye-» °, , France
and they were already told that in~ays ,you will be in the trenches and the Armistice
was signed C! She was psychic in many ways. Very religious and could interpret dreams
too, that type. Samet imes I used to say maybe she was a spiri tualist ~ but she wasn' ~
~.$he was a staunch Evangelical Lutheran.

fI1t..'Art: W- ..t- -- --. w =-w, II,tre there other Finnish ladies or men who had these
psychic powers, or was this kind of unusual?

Hattie: I remember another neighbor, William Kruka, who was the chief push over there at
the Painesdale Mining Company. ~ -His mother was really wonderful for interpreting
dreams. I remember, she was our neighbor, too. All the Kruka's. Yes. ABI~ey were
al~ educated too. William was the oldest boy from another mother and all the rest were~
a whole slew of kids. 'Sut he wanted them all educated) ~d he had made a promise to his
dying father that he' 11 see that they're all educat~o even in that family there
was that education idea.

Art: .,3f) !et' s talk a little bit about your education. You whad your high school training
in tl'le Calumet High School. ~at were your impressIons of that school? Was it a good school

)'

Hattie: It was considered very- good. All ~e graduates..,JJ.eeded t~ S8\Y~~e- in Detroit even,
~ they'd s8\Y,'where are you from. "Calumet,"#~hat was J.t~ they got a job. Yes, it
was conSidered very good. See, the staff was mostly Calumet people that stuck up for
the community. se... Like now, it' s m.~be a Tech man' s wife teaching--not condemning
~ of them either, fut it was more of the hometown girls that were the teachers,--

...{bey were proud of their kids, you know, and then they got wonderful training and
most of them did well.

Someone was sgying not too long ago, whom I t~ed to, that there was really an
attempt by the mining company manager and others who came :f!91n Boston and Harvard to
try and inject,p:!ogressive ideas into the school training, Vas that your experience?
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That cOuld be, yes.Hattie:

/6!1rWhat was the curriculum like?Art:

Hattie: :tJ,~, ~ my elementary training ~ e had a wanan superintendent called Miss Pope.

That I s unusual".8t1 a woman as su~inten ent. w-., 1'm telling you, we really got
training. We studied art, music, and r system was noted for the penmanship. Beautiful

penman, and it was almost militaristic, lut I had many instances that I could cite

in college days,. ~e ~ce Pro~essor Brown in the Psychology class, sqs, who can
think of s~e similies? ~ ~ of a sudden I happened to think of when I was in the

5th grade,...e used to~ve -..programs, school concerts in the Forestors Hall-'t.hat is

now the M1.dway Inn O"same plot there. ~ like from a clear sky this song that we
once sang there: it was called "Geography~ ~ I thought l've learned to sing it and

I surely mIL not going to sing it in a class of abput 60 there. So I thought I only

hope that I could remember it, to say it. $0 the1rst verse went like this:

The earth outside is like a nut (there 's one already)
And inside full of flames t they say it 's like an orange

But it doesn't taste the same
A river is the funniest thing that's on the map I think

It looks just like a piece of string
And yet it I s good to drink and then a real hUmo~U8 chorus to 1 t

We-ll, Mr. Brown l.g')8s=-8.. v:.~. " ~-=-e looked at me, &ad. ~__i!_i C:~ - T ~- - -- i ~ --:;:-

~ were studying forgetfulne~,s and memory right that day - I said,' Mr. Brown, we used
to sing it in th~h grade. sed I'm telling you that improved my mark that day
(laughter). 9.X!--~ ~ course, "&M ~-- ~..~!.I~ theY__I)Oticed the penmanship of all
these districts~...~ under Miss ;r~~..~ ~ ~ :n I took abnormal psychology
we were supposed to have..a typewritte:l\~ -88 88_, -~ I have never taken tDiing, I
took Latin-German course in high school. s6 I would have to hire a girl to do the
work~ and wb8n I w~dn 't get i t th~ ~ay I wo~d want the book to be. iee, we had
to put what the yu~ldings looked like to us ~n the early morning on Saturday when we
went there "J;hen one day when I'm going to cl,ss,~ Mt": Br~~ays, "what's
that dist ri ct up'there in the north, Xere, I:ere. "tbe-w:a. ~ei~ ~ ~,' 1flere 's a woman
superintendent, I said, c~uld it ..~ave been Kearsage?,1 ~ ije sa.-.td, yes;-~ gF-, I
marvel at the penmanship I said well that' where I hail. from, Ml'. Brown. So
~ after thi course vas fi~ished, this abnormal syc 0 0 ce~.~ we ~~~to make
a trip to Newberry State Hosp~taJ a 1ie was explain g what these books ~look
like.-.d~ey must be on typewritten paper, each in typewriting. So I waited until
the class was just about gone and I stopped at his desk and I said "Mr. Brown, I
could make my book just the Y8¥ I want it I if I could arrange it the way I i:ant to J
- if you would give me permission to write mine in long hand. r~ , F\emember
you complimented those district No. 2 pe~en. He says.~ to it, ~...ft_!!fte i::li;.~~
how are IoU going to keep them straight? 'With typewriting paper)'J I said,"'I'll make

a liner. ..Then I got an "A" on my book.

.J~Art: .";his abnormal psychology course ~~ie -.:as at Northern'

~f Hattie:~t was at Northern. But t..!;}eIJ..~~~~~Sh it by visitilg the paranoid, .
schizophrenic and all of thos~. ~dldn t inow there was an alcoholic se~on ~n
there, too, and a hunchback section where theZ, were hurt sane way # _d: bh~ ~he spine
didnt work right and that affected the brain.~t I didn't think of alcoholism, you

know, but there was a group of them too.

Were there many Finnish patients in that Newberry asyl!um?ARt:

Hattie: I think so because Mr. Brown even mentioned the fact. ~ I felt kind of sad to
hear that.- I was going to tell him..~ the -.jority of people living around

here are Finnish, ~.. but I thought I won It say' a thins:.
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Is there anything about your college days that re&J.J.7 stands out in your mind?Art:

Hattie: Wett, .J"'~ 8QW' ~le I vas in High School we had a ver:y- educated man called
Trebilcock,but he spoke above our heads. ~is words were ~le lon~ ~ ~ ~ didn't
come down to our level.88i I thought if I lived through this high school age, ~
I shall not take history in a hurry! But then my first lear ~~ Northern I had a feilow
called Devarous Starr, round-faced, cheerful. ne'b bhQ~" ~10aJ;y" ei~~. we used
to call him '-rrucq" .aad ije spoke on our leve~ aBd ~uld you believe it! ~an an
English maj or I changed my course and graduated with a history maj or ~he brought
out something that ohang~ my mind about history, I ~.an to like it. r: - .

English is my minor and~ography.

WeH-.. ~en you began teaching. you taught all subjects then?

Hattie: Yes, and ~ E. J. Hall, when I got here wanted to know. extra, c an you teach
drsWing, can you teach music1: a8d I stood there kind of sheepishly never knowing how
it's going to be.

What year vas it when you graduated fram Northern?

!: I got 'lQ' limited certificate in 1918. .84. -rhen I spent September' 21 and June' 22
and I got the life certificate. Then long years after I got my Bachelor or ARts
degree in 1946, long time after.

Hattie

Let's talk about your first teaching position. ~ that in Aura?Art:

Hattie: That was in Aura. It vas through a friend who had an aunt 1.iving in Aura that
wrote to me and said "Hattie. they need a teacher", they would like to have you

~~ consider it. A8d bbw again that Marxist idea comes in in my mind so then I wrote to
Superintendent Cross and I said I'1.1 be coming on such-and-such a train, that ~~
tall and blue-eyed and fair, ~ b.r course, he immedia~ly knew who I was. ~ ~ere' s
a Ford car waiting and a chauffe'j- and Mr. Cross, ~ '" start goinglA-n~ ~-,-- 88iB@ 8ft8.

S~'88. we went past L' Anse, past the Zeba Village. I had never se;6 Indian children
before and then we get to what he called Aura. And we stopped at some tracks and
near these tracks is a kind of a~w building, one-room ~ding with tar paper
cupboard. ~' lr..ow. '88~.- 8~ 4t vas an old Hebbard Lumber CCDpany office camp '/

left there as a school. 8IId W1en we stopped there &at!' he said, "that's your school, t

~ I was thinking when the evening train comet al~~hJ 'm going back hane". :MId.

""f;'f1en he asked me the funniest question. tie said, "~ a socialist?" Md ~uc
waf: +n gning a1'\~ T *8e~~b, 61%, ..." ~, ~e i ~... .~

fend VoL lO.~'
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tn~Me If I ::-~. W~C ~~8F~...anrl~~' - .~~~~ i

Hattie: I was :eally ~tunned! ~~ couldn't understand why he w~~d ask that, until I
made my fJ.rst trJ.p to ~':io Pequaming wi th ~ landlady drJ. vJ.ng a nag. yo~ !tft- ~ ~
icing along about 5-~ii;~~d sh would say, now there's J-;.im li~-~-.;, and there's ~
~u, and there's G~ ~ !L.1.

I wanted to know what sort of people they were. a~-~~;~~fi::~~:~ ongst them. ~I'~t "" ~
~ later on I heard tha~1 there ~s little bit of th~ helemerlt ~: iaid,.now
where~~going to stay? I said,'! don't know; ~'a I am ..to stay wJ.th a famJ.ly
called John Mytty somewhere ne&1f1 these tracks and near this school. i..,d I
have no idea, Superintendent Cross. ~~~~eft ~ ~'~ss no h~e8~ ~~ ~e~~Be~t--
uQ,y~~u ~,:""--,:,,_, :"'~:: :--: L'~-:::::~-:'_':':-~"'- "'1..~';' T ~Ta~-~~lrArl +~ --- ~ft_~--a ~O ~~the.:t.!lt"\11ght that 11". V~T.n"'" ~~8~~ ---0}- - --- - - ~-~~I~~~-~~-~-'::~ ~~,,"\.-+ 1..~ '

,
.~
Art: Did they have some sort of h~ there? (

Hattie: Well, not when I was there) I/{n later years ~ when I was out of there.. ~es ,
t~~-I!8.~ I' -there was 2 different kinds of halls--~-- I f those that were that minded

and those that were more churCh~nded..

Art : Thos e other halls, were they ~ti~~~~?
Hattie: M9re or less.. .-.r; ni-e~e-;~-;b~~~ ~i~~RJ~'" ~uld you believe

il~en she got her first ~ob, Martha Tossava Kotila, She got her first job in Aura..
But she was in Arvon Township~ that's more toward the Skanee way, but part of Aura.
~ I was l~ L' Anse Township but we both boar~in the same hOJD,e, Hiltunen's..
Well, that~re&lly shocked me. "bfteb ~'4~8~teft.. ~~ superintenden11cross asked
this driver to go to the nearest farm house and ask some one to dire~t us to John
Mytty's. Well, out comes a little girl with,. little J«()( --;:. on her cheek ~d she
says "I can show you the way to'John My"tty's aM ~-=at "f;oda.y~s Mrs. Jalmer LJ.uska
in Aura. ~he' s a Makela really and some relative of this John Juntunen who runs the
restaurant..~Q.-Q# QQ~88 7 ~ minute I saw this Kearsarge girl,..:t~~~ working with
her aunt" y~~_J~-~;-~_:-~"=. ~1..8 88! ft_- ti~~~- ~~~,~- .R~ C_=~~~~ I began
to feel more at home ~ just seeing her # ~t I could write a book on the general,
shocking situations too, and hardships and like that over there. ~

Art: What were some of the hardships? Were most of these people Armers?

:m Hattie: Well, when a new farmer would come, they would Jtet this new farme~ live with
them for the time being. w~~ftsne~fter ~~~8~~ 1Jley were so obliging until he got his
sauna most likely first and then the house built, it was reallY like pilgrims landed.

You're jok~--they didn't put up the sauna first?

Hattie: .0, no, not exactly, no, but that was the next best thing to keep clean, that

was their cleanliness.

Where did they get this land ~
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Hattie: I think there wer.=. .;!-any that wanted to be f&rm.ers~ ~ ~hers ~~i--;--~ ~~
with that incentive;-~.. aQ'~ ..::-t the strike is over and maybe I don't get a job;--
~, I'll go. ~t there were others that really -wanted to have their own farm.

~

What was it likeCould you share any experiences about your first "ear of teaching?
to be & teacher out there?

W\Art:

Hatti~ There's one incident, my school desk. I'~sorryJI didn't buy it as a souvenier.
~ was flat on both ends like t.~s,a8d1rhenl~lan~ere like ~Lq1~rfashioned organ.
P"~ that you lift uP,8I1d 76ur belongings,.--waraj.Q,..~re,~~ought iron sides.

~'f:he children's desks were ..¥.:*- e.t nice1desks. be.t[d:OuDle seat~ '81.ack boards.
black paper, not slate, ",OftWood. floor so that one day when I was walking back looking
at the children' s writing. down goes the board anat\he earth below. AaL--~ ~e
day it really got me frightened! A mouse:.lJ'eeped up through a knothole and I thought
w~ h-~- 1- --~-.e I'd better get a chair, put I thought I am teacher now. I better not
show that I'm scared of a mouse. They didn't mind them at all. they were used to them
And a huge metal-covered stove ,in the corner ~ gave plenty of heat.~ I remember
Dr. Lowe in Northern who taught ~iology~ used to say. ~ow I wish everyone of you
would start ilkhe country and be the janitor?~. ~~ I been the janitor. I
think the old school would have burnt. ~ Anyway there were same farm children
that did the lighting of the fire and all that \ so I escaped that.

Were all your pupils Finnish?Art:

Hattie: All except one German girl and 3 little Indians that came fram these Hebberd
camps but all Finns otherwise.

)
Art: ..DU :;-::;::-,)1d these Finnish children that came~they know any English or was it

your job to teach them how to speak English?

Hattie: Sane knew a little bit, but they had to learn it. ~8Q ~ 0& ee~~""ome of the Yb~
mothers did speak English. ye~ I!:ft;:'lf, eeme ef .efte ;,-eQB!er me.eftYS ~t, , then..,l
recess time I would listen, ~ey would make tun of the little Indian children. 4f

~~ -,~~n ~en they came in, I said we must treat each other kindly, ~ "'f;fi"08e
people that you were laughing at recess time are more Americans than we are, to tell
you the truth! So. that was that. .And th;t f'unniest thing!: t.Q,ea I had them so that
they'd get over their self-consciousness~ J£ they knew a song or ~~~ ~k~. r~~: a poem
g~ 8a8e.eft~ to recite in front of the robm ~ ~is one little Indian boy wanted
to sing a song tto~ because there was a NygOr~ boy that had a soprano voice like boys
have when they changing voice, j'ut up goes the little Shalfoe boy's hand and he
began to sing about the bedbugs on the wall because that's the only thing he hadf
.IJe lived at those lumber campsf' I forget what his first nam~ was, but I said~\don't
you know any other song?ll~o. that's the only song I know,/~o that was it.

AJOt He sang about his lite experience

That.was his life experience!Hattie:

Art : I'm very interested in this change from the Finnish lansuage to the English lan~age,
was it difficult for the children to learn a new lan~age, make the adJustment?

Hattie: No.. n~ ~ee-~aQ :Q.Q::~8_~ M8 4 the older children learnl it, , . ~._e they caught
on at home alre~, ~ 1'ou had to have all the ~~-"s..~~n there came a time
j-" i!j- .. in the third year that I was there-+I-tt girl called Miss Marrow frCD
Champion, t.:.-,;: -.:-- a graduate from Ferris Institua, came there..~ :She let me go
through the bother of changing all t~ lower grade books and then the higher grade.
~ I was to take the higher and she~over, .- ,She spent ..9--ne night and on the morrow
like her name, she was gone, she couldn't take it. ~ 1.t was hard8hi~ to tell you
the truth. I 'm surprised when I think back that I put in 3 years.
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Do you recall what kind of' pay you received?

~ Hattie: Yes t I was getting ~-gr~ there than Miss Pope t this one that I went to in my
elementary grades. 'h~ered 45 and mine was 65.

$65 a month?

Hattie: AM- J "04 x:m,w '-'en I told her I ~ tQ.~here was a flu epedemic, ~ I was hCDe
m&y'be a whole month. ~~ey call me ~-:::-..I;'- I". .e ~ein and we were out another
month~ it was raging terrible. ~ .~ 'm sure the man of the house where I st&y'ed in
might of had pneumonia eve~~ bu~~no~octor. aa« fhe mother was so sick that she could
just about prepare the meal.'" I did not get sick there. It was the third year
t~ wae I-~"';~iftg there. ~ ~en I went the f~owing year for my- life certificate,
it raged in Marquette and I was down and out. "he kids had to bring me my- dinner from
another home. I was really sick. I had resistance to fight it the first year~~,,~ ;~-
~t Cut ta..' when worry-ing about your own studies ~-X;. ~-8... e at college and~Bging-
over there too~, I really got a good start of it.

Art: ~ ~~~~=~~!~~~!§)-~:~~~~_~_~~~becaus of the flu?

Hattie: Y..., I .- - _'.=.d~ one of these trips when I c_e hCDe~~ because ~
~ ~bst the schools would be closed again for awhile, one of the Hiltunen boys
~ed me to get him same reeds for his accordian. we knew I was coming her~, 88d
~t the week before I wrote to him and I said, \Yould he need them alre~ ~ I
could sendjhem! He says, ~\no, but "'!l~--' ~~ you just bring them When you
come, taat.. '1h&/re opening again.' 60 I had the reeds wh~. I went back.-'fJ. ~en I got

there, they said that George Hiltunen had passed aw&y'.~d another instance~
~~.~ ~ w ~~~~o the .funeral and Rev. Settili from Repu~lic came there with

~ this, iKe you see in Gunsmoke.-tb8..Q,gQt~-- t8:'~ ~~~e rt~~, ~d:~e&e-h~;:iJI;c
Me used 0 hire it .from L'Anse, 8dtheystoT\~'at Mvt-.t~'s-~t otthe pastors~n-
they would came and preach there. ~ nstead of ntr ., ~ were all going
out for this funeral and Mr. ~ty had long rig for his family to go~~ I was
going to go with the kids on that and . ~ty kind of rough spoken says "hei,
teacheri sa"mennl pastorin kansa". Didn't know him trom a "bag of beans" and I had
to introduce my-se1f although he ate there A"_n AVA~}";~8 -~i ~8 o_b ..41' ~fte.8 eY8~,

4hen we started off, ;-.:~~~~=~~.a§~~!@ and we followed.

Was Set till married?Art:

Hattie: Yes, he was married. 'beeft. ;'.88 ~ Mi 8~e~- ee, ~ were going along on the country
ro~~not v~ good road. Mr. Mytty used to call them "kintu polkuuja" (just
the paths~~hat was kind of tUnny1 I had never heard it before. ~ ~re I'm sitting
with this pastor that I had to introduce myself to.-l... ~ad vf e8i. and we!re going
along~ of a sudden from the carriage sane kind of a newspa~ comes flying in the
air and before we knew it, that horse was up in the air! .ABd:" ~ was sort of sliding
on my sid~ and had it been somebody I knew, I might have grabbed him by the neck!
~Maybe')said, "Herra Jumala" or san.ething like that. I didn't dare to s~ that" and
I didn't dare to touch him,.e. I was just holding on to the bar..) and it was going DIY"
way {laughter} aDQ." said, "ei tarvitse hltailll ennen ko on vaara lKhelll'. and it
was plenty '~aara ~elll because that horse was up in the air! ~ got so frightened
when this newspaper came f~~Q8j~OUgh the air.jome farmer, Is",pose, had Just

thrown it. Oh, dear! ~~~~tmtd not go in the hCD.e to see the bodyj R3f i8.~~K
~~ he was so scared of it.

How did they prepare the body there?Art:

~

Hattie: Well, some kind lady would just W¥1}...!-])..e. booy,..-d It seemed that tbie "'e~- ~,
~ there was blood coming from ~-rKj;e~ ~ ~ey just sent a casket because those
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section lines weren't made yet like they are tod~. ~~y had to bring the body
outdoors f 1t was a cold t autumn&l d&)'". and he was so frightfully scared ot the flu..)'

i4-t.""~) and .\he services were held outside. I went in theret tOOt and I didn't even get a
-=-_~but ~ the next year in Marquette I really got it. I was saving all the germs

I got, )-:.¥. -_. (laughter)

Art: You mentioned Settlll coming there. did he run into any difficulties with soci~ist
elements there?

~
Hattie: He could have but I never come to know that ~ he would Just came once in a while

tI'* Republic. ~~ +.h-- aaQ~fter ~M86-, /gne evening Mr. ~ty said, "noh, nyt mennUn
kirkkon". I said, "missl tlllK on kirkk~ '~llK sinnK huanaa kun me lKhemne."'"~- go again to these tracks near the dear. 011 scl:19P~ building and there's 4... ~1e.-.,...
(.Kh8.~n +h8;. Q&I}.J, :ta=-~ ;,-e~ DQ¥c tv !JJII&!J tv ev ti~ r~ction-line men use--

_A~t : ii- "--::If.~-

~~
~"';:':.i. - "--~._-~-'" I thought, what kiB.d~f' rigging i~...i~? ~ ~ of' the people"that

they had asked to go to church wi th~-Pequam.ing, ~as 5 miles ~~e,
f'ortunately downhill when you went, "lbut uphill when you were caning bac~ ~ '"fh"ere
we were seated, a goodly number on the old ~~car- I said, "tallO8 me menneme
kirkkon?" "yo, tllli me menneme kirkkon". ~was a little chapel in one part of'
Pequaming that was called" "FbEown" and that's where we went. And the most wonderf'ul

(/. ~~~on anybody could hear! Course, tbiA RA'Ir - Se~~i1:II- that's the f'irst time I heard
~"'awr-tpe~ 3A8.-t=:::n\.lhen we came out of' church, I could hear the voice of' a lady that

sounded much like ~ mother's, in the sam~di~t ~cv-'aas-anmurret~ "Tul.ka nyt meille,
tuoka sittR uutta teacheria kahville:' 8ad -~TeB~ ~ .iten '-hen we were near the door,
she said, "no mennkiin sinne tupaan istum~' , 8~ ..-: j1lst like a Vaasa-lainenjWould
say it. 88i I felt quite at home, just lik~ getting to ~ee1 more like I belong~here.
~hat was my ~irst church-going trip. ~fhen I wanted to do that exercise too
and they said, "ei teacheri tarte, ei teacheri tarte".

Did aay of the Finns try to match ~ou up with one of the Finnish men?

Hattie: .e1t,. "tes, there was a certain lad that was interest~Jut the trouble was -U l.;Jtt-
aftd-he w:l very nice and maybe I could have liked him enough to marry him even. J1lt I
h&d-:--.r~~ say,\\dear boy, 't8M I would be minus a job, ~ I h&9'olnothing against
you.--

You real~ had a commitment towards teaching.

Hattie: Yes, I had a ~ commitment towards teaching, that was uppermost, I enJ oyed it

AJ!'t.,: --Well, you ware .far, abQlt 3 ~~8

::.~~~=:~:~ moved to
Hattie: I moved over here on Lake Linden Avenue in the Home schgf1 that was part of

District ~. 1 Calumet and the E. J. hall. ~- ~"Pe I h~ a lovely principal, Miss
l&honey, Q!.though she ~~r,.8-&tholic, she was very saintly and lovely even toward her
~rotestant teachers. ~'gave me many. many hints on what to ~ect.--~._- _Md..
~en I told her about ~ Stephen Stafanich, ~she said,'.",/oulll notice Miss
Harju that ~dren get cases on their t~eaohers and vice versa. ~ .8eB long years
afterwards t~tephen had left school )he seDt\s a Valentine card,aD4.'""It sa.ys. "To III)'"
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(!~CDttDn2. -Ws;s ttm:t ~e-B6ctt;.i~

Early '30's.
Hattte: Early '30's, yes, I was. ~:e~8R 8~.~ ~~--I got my life certificate~21-'22.

~ 1rhen'~22-'23 I was in Holmes and from '23 on to '64 I W&S 42 years in the Calumet

District, 3 years in Baraga County.

So even during the depression ,they looked much better here than they did in Aura during

other years'?
ARt:

Well t youlve enj oyed a great deal being a teacher.
Art:

Eng.liSh Tleacner. ""-
~

W~T~OU were teaching here then when the depression came~, ~--'. ~-.-~~ '29-'301

.1.Q tnQae-1'em's1
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in touc~.4t Christmas time, I hear fran oodles of them. ~ ~en you have children
of your own, ~ I call them my- darlings or my- children. ~ Sunday when you were
preaching, two of them were sitting right in front of me and I didntt really know who
they were until they got up, I said, "oh, two more of my- darlings" (laughter)
I really enjoyed teaching.'

But you must have noticed a considerable change over the years
to taper of'f'.

,the mining beganArt: as

Hattie: Dh, yes, and even in the curriculum and the type of teachers that were coming
and that slow change to what it is today.

What were same of those changes?

~ Hattie: Well, they were less--I think we were more strict in some w8¥s and the kids really
had to come to time! But that I s the way we were brought up, see.

You noticed a lessening in discipline.

Lessening in discipline especi~y was one of the chiefHattie:

cutting back on the curriculum in the kinds of'Because o£ the change. was there any
courses that:could be provided?

ARt:

Hattie: Yes, in the later years then they realized that they should get in more science
like in the lat~er years in the Washington building. And they dropped off Geography
in 7th and 8th for some tiRe and introduced sciences instead. So it was like learning
a new course in science and I had to brush up on a.ll the dinoseurs and the : types of
rocks, .ft. was interesting though, it was nice to teach all those subjects because you
had to be more a.lert yourself ~ aa8r- bb , ef ee~, 1;;1iis was interesting too but
sort of 8Onotonous. !t was spelling and reading and literature and the writing and
a.ll that, it's much more monotonous th~aVing like art and music and all the rest of
the su~jects, like in history and science you couldn't guess, you had to know it!

How would you appraise the mining company's involvement in the educational enterprise!

Hattie; Well, the Washington School got their heating system fram the Calumet Mining
Company, there was a big boiler house back of the school and now in the late years,
when the mines closed, they had their--if you'll notice a kind of a smaller structure
beyond the avenue where they have their new heating system, so they lost out there
after the mines closed.

ARt : Were mining company managers on the school board?
, Hattie : ~..t-t seemed to me that the Calumet High School was really started by the mining

companYt of courset I can't _'vouch on that but it seems to me it was. Seet those
early dgys we hardly got to Calumet t we didn't know too much about it until we got to
high school. And then we felt t you know how you feel t inferiority complex like living
over beyond the tracks. you know. .from Kearsarge coming over here. we thought the
Calumet people were different, more learned or something until we found out that we
could do much like they did.

Were they up there?How did the Finnish students manage in school?

Hatt ie : Very good, same of them. Extremely good. Then, of course, like in every group
you'll find same that were kind of backward and some were not physically able to
learn too much, they had same Phfsica1 trouble. But on the general whole. I WO~
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say the finns were alert.

Did the school provide any kind of night-school training tor older people?

Hattie: Yes, there were adult classes one time, I remember; yes, and just lately there has
been.

I'm thinking if there were classes to help naturalize people, help them. learn

Hattie: It seens to me there were. But you know when you didn't get to Calumet so much
in those early days so I can't really tell.

Looking back over your teaching career and what you've done heres is there any one
thing you could point out as your most worthwhile accomplishment s that you feel

is most satisfying?

Hattie: I felt thrilled at the time when this Mr. Hall says, ~wrll, Ilve been thinking of
putting you in the Washington building,b.~ee -.,-~~ kftcw When I used to come home ~rom

the Aura" oh, ~I forgot to tell you~ ~ile I was in Aura in those 3 years they
built a 2-room rural school, the most modern in Baraga County at the time! 1 ~orgot
that part. A lovely slate boards, single desks, blond swivel chair and a desk to

match for the teacher and these chemical toilets so that was avast improvement!
Two rooms and that I s where :,(i_I thought ~ Miss Morrow will have a chance to be in

the other roam but she disappeared over one night!

Did you feel that in the Finnish communi ty~ there was a tremendous amount of respect

for the teacher?

J
Hattie: Tremendous amount, yes. I think so. And if I failed there ~, 1rhey can thank

their stars that I stayed 3 years) because it was hardship. ~, No~ special
bathrooms, not any special room.~x~~~,. 7 :'-Q~ k.a~L" ~ey gave you what they had.
But there must have been a lot of good in what I was eating.~~d...a.l' +h~~ 7 :see=.,«ejn
the last 2 years then I boarded wi t,h the John Hiltunen' s, ~ J.he was a lovely lady,
too, just like the first one..-d ~en she would see that I was getting the blues,
Yee :'-8~ ~1Q~:'-7 we..~ she'd say, "Hattie, let's have some coffee". And the crawling
on the snow to get to school', ~ ~', it was a treat to take a bus to school when

I I got here. Oh, another experience I had there: forest fire. I was st&ying at
Hiltunen's then. There was a fire on this side of the house, just a stone's throw
fram the house, and over here and on 3 sides exeeiting one, and that was from the
L' Anse end and all night long the farmers w~d came in for a cup of java and then
they'd go out with their hoes and shovels and to protect the school because it was
recently built. this lovely new school, and dug big trenches and save it like they
did. Well, then all of a sudden word came that Aura folks, you'd better duck for the
lake: It was really treacherous. A:aQ.-8I!." 1.1;, ~ bt£t!2t: bft~ '" ~ - 8 .:A8?;~

(eft8: et: ~:;'i-e)
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Hattie Bartanen ficiating. Burial will be at

Lake View Cemetery.
LAURIUM- Hattie S. Bar- Friends may call from 6

taren, 87, of Laurium dit:d p.m. to 9 p.m. and one hour
Friday at Calumet Publtc before services at the Peter-
Hospital after a long illness. son Funeral Home in

She was born to Andrew Calumet. A memorial service
and Maria Harju on Nov. 21, will be held at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
1~ in Allo~. She lived in day at the church by VFW
No.4 LocatIon afi$l atten~ed Auxiliary Post 3900.
local schools, graduatmgfrom Calumet High School -
and Northern Michigan
University.She was a teacher for 42
years at Aura, Holmes,
Charles Briggs and'
Washington schools before
retiring in 1~

On May ~, 1950 she:
married Leonard Bartanen.
He died May 8, 1~.

She was a member of Faith
Lutheran Church in Calumet
and was also a member of the
Retired Teachers
Association.

She was a member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Auxiliary P~t 3900 and Clyde
Johnston American Legion
Auxiliary Post of Mohawk.

She is survived by a sister,
Mrs. Anna M. Tossava of
LaCanada, Calif.; two nieces,
Mrs. MartbJ (C~) Kotila of

,. J..aCanada, Calif., and Mrs..
Eva Gardner of San Diego;
and" two nephews, Paul
Tossava of Phillipsville and
Carl Harju of Kearsarge.

Services will be held at 1
p.m. Tuesday at Faith
Wtheran Church, with the
Rev. R..v.Langseth of-
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