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INTERVIEW WITH

INTERVIEWEE : VIRGINIA COOPER

INTERVIEWER : B:EIIwrY BERRY

DATE: August 7, 1~3

living room with !.liss Elizabeth Vivian in Houghton on August 1. 1913
I have with me her guest for this evening. What is your name?

B

V: ~ name is Virginia Cooper.

And where are you from, Miss Cooper'B:

I am now teaching at Eastern Michigan Uni versi ty at Ypsilanti where I "ve been for
127 years. Before that I taught in Kenton in the south end of Houghton County, an

then Bergland and then for 10 years in Ionia.

V:

B: Why are you in Houghton at this time. Miss Cooper?

! f. in Houghton to attend the Houghton High School r:union this past w:ek and thiq
week I plan to make thimbleberry jam for Christmas gJ.t'ts and see my frJ.ends. I

V:

Was this a tradition here in Houghton County to make thimbleberry jam?~:

Well, I've been doing this for all the years that I have taught, partially to rep two
brothers who put me through college and will not let me psy them back but we made
thimbleberry j am in Keweenav County when I was a child to add to the family incom
when we camped over there in the summer. MY mother used to make 64 dozen pints 0
thimbleberry jam; the children picked berries for her at Eagle River. I had to c
the vater from a well to sterilize all those bottles and we looked over the berri
by lamplight and put up the jam in the evening when the berries had been picked day.
They stayed at my grandfather's warehouse in Eagle River while we did this.

V:

B: Had your grandfather been a merchant or

V: ~ grandfather came to Eagle River in 1844 from Peterborough, New Hampshire; he
~born in 1823. He was the first agent at E. I. DuPont while it was still E. I. ont

de Namours and he had a powder magazine on the beach at Eagle River from which he sold
explosives to the mines.

What vas his name?B:

¥ His name was John Senter and the DuPont plant near Dollar Bay was called "Senter" after
him. Because he was the first agent of E. I. DuPont here. He vas also the count
treasurer in Keveenaw County and, I think, he had a store at Eagle River; it was is
warehouse that we stayed in down near the beach and the Host next to the Peterman Hotel
and burned at the same time the Hotel did in 1912. He used to go on business tri s to
Chicago when he did, he sewed his money in the lining of his coat and had 4 other men
taking turns breaking trail with him so they snowshoed to Green Bay ~om Eagle Ri er,
took a stagecoach to Chicago, a stagecoach back to Green Bay and then they showsh ed
back to Eagle River. He learned to ride a bicycle in Houghton after he was 72 ye sold
so he could go downtown after the mail. Certain amount of gumption here! Incide tly
he raised tomatoes in his garden over at Eagle River before anyone ate tomatoes, ecause
they're a member of the night-shade family and people used to believe they were p isonous.
He raised them only because they were beautiful. He was 44 when he was married d my
~andmother Senter was only 17. She came from Ypsilanti. My Cooper ancesters c e from
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Binghamton, New York and my father ~irst lived in Birmingham, Michigan and then h s
father, Mr. James R. Cooper, was the superintendent of the Quincy Sme1.ter, at the d
of the bridge, the Hancock end, and my father was James B-. Cooper who was the sup in-
tendent of the Calumet & Hecla smelting works at Hubbell s where he was an expert .

copper smelting.

Were you oorn in Hubbell?B:

I was born in HUbbe~ in the 26-room house at the foot of Linwood Hi~. All we hf to do to get heat was turn the wheel so that they had heat in the house and hot wate

from the smelter.

V:

B:- Was this a company home?

It was a company house, yes. And my father used to stage the 4th ot J~ celeb , ation in Hubbell; the whole town came and had ice cream and cake and he shot ott tirewo ks

every 4th ot J~ in a sort ot "town celebration".

V:

Did thq have a parade?B:

Well, I 'm re~y not very sure; I was only three-and-a-half when we left Hubbell 10

part of this I've only heard about.
V:

B: And who was your mother?

~ mother was the daughter of John Senter and her two brothers were Bert Senter d
Henry Mortimer Senter and her brother ~rt, as he was called, was the captain of he
Uni versi ty of Michigan football team in 1896. They were brought up at Eagle Hive and
mother said she--having had two brothers, she never found out what girls were sup osed
to be afraid of and she was very nonchalant about snakes and such and she was bro ht
up with a lot of books; there was so very little else to do over there at Eagle Rver
and they had a large dictionary and got into the habit of looking up the meanings of
words in books that they were reading and it had quite an affect on her vocabul
She used to tell about cleaning pans before the days of steel wool 60 that they h to
use beach sand and bricks to scour a kettle and before there was any parafin for 1y,
mother used to put jelly in quart bowls and when mother was about nine or ten ye old,
it was her job to cut circles of paper the size of the top of the jel1y--she dipp the
paper in whiskey and set it on the jelly and then covered the- top of the bowl wi
cheesecloth that she tied on with string so if there hadn't been pure Lake Superi air
out there, 1'm sure the jelly never would have kept. We seldom stop to think wha as
done before there was parafin.

V:

Did they have a school there in Eagle River?B:

V: There never has bee~ a high school in Keweenaw County--never has, s~?~hat mother 1 ent to

the Liggett School ~n Detroit to go to high schoolt when Mr. ~~w&s only 17. She

lived with relatives in Detroit and now most Keweenaw students go to Calumet d spend
the winter.

~ lot of' them are bused ~.B:

V: Yes, I expect

And did she had a one-room school where she did her grammar school work?B:

Well ~ I'm really not sure where she vent to grade school. But my grandmother se ~ er came to Eagle River from Ypsilanti to tutor children. She had been there the ye before

she was 17 to tutor someone.

V:
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B: This was .for a private .famiJ.,-?

V: Yes.

B: She wasn I t brought in by a company?

V: No, I don't think so

B: You were born then in Hubbell, how many children were in your family?

V: 1'm the ninth in the family and I was only three-and~a-half when we moved to Houg~on
and had Michigan Tech students in our house on College Avenue until I finished co~ege.

B: Was this a boardil16 house?

No~ just a roaming house

B Where did the students board then?

v! Well, quite a lot of them at Mrs. Thompson's on Blanche Street. There was some ar-I think
Mrs. Meyers' also had a boarding house, on Pearl Street, corner of Pearl---and I' not
sure what street, it was the Fred Meyers family.

B: Do you remember any o~ these students in particular?

Well, Carlton Garot, for instance, was the son of the Parr(;t Garot who wrote he
Post; ~~8.f, a very interesting person who married Dorothy Roy from Houghto~
Hank ~was a wonderful fellow from Detroit who referrea8. basketball games to
his w83 through college and many of our basketball pl83ers were glad to have a De
referee so that they were ready for southern Michigan referees in tournaments.

B: ])0 you remember any pranks that these students played or anything that the colleg~ board did?

Well, they really studied so seriously all week and part of them would stay up ~ night once every two weeks getting their math done so it appears something of a custom

have a little extra to drink on Saturday night, but other than that, I don't know f
anything very special that they did.

B: Did you go to the Hubbell SC~,

V: I went to the Jay A. Hubbell School, yes, where our background in grammar was pro ly
the most remarkable thing that ever happened to us; Miss Laila ~ormick and Miss isk
really raised us on a most remarkable amount of grammar; Miss ~_w~n practi8&l1y g
us a course in American Literature ~ .n t~e 7th grade; we read Evangeline and Hiawa and
memorized the last ten lines of Th atopsus when we were in the 7th grade.

--:.. 7 -. ~, Q.."""...o.:"J:.c,\~4j.A./

B: Did you go on to the Houghton High School then?

V: Yes, I went through the Houghton High School where we had the good fortune of haVT g four years of Latin and this helped a great deal with the Latin majors

that Doris Breadback and Lydia Kotelainen and I had.

B: Who was your teacher?

Miss Mary Henderson and Miss Margaret Lees were the teachers that we had tar soPht ore,
junior and senior Latin.

V:

B: Were there any other teachers who are QutstaoCing in your mind?
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Miss Anita Sewart's World History was very remarkable.

B: During this time was there any speci~ problem in di.cipl~. or

v Oh, I don't think so, there were some o.t' our atudents that didn't study very hard
but we had a lot of very serious students and this was just in the pre-depression era,
1927, when lot of us were quite anxious to prepare ourselves to earn a living. I' s
interesting that 32 out of 64 in our graduating class of 1927 were Finnish and th t
Northern, when I went there fram 1927 to '30, there were 750 students of wham 350 had
both parents born in foreign countries and their families were so proud to have t em
in college and the students were so pleased to be there, that it was a very hard- orking,
very difficult college. There we had Mr. Chase as head of the history department ho
had previously taught in Houghton, and I know some graduates of the Houghton High School
who said they learned more history in high school fram Mr. Chase than they did in college

B: Did you graduate then from Northern?

I went there for three years and finished at the University of Michigan.
And have my Masters there.

B: And then you started teaching in

v: In Kenton. And when I first went there s we were 56 miles from a movie and a doct r and
85 miles fram a hospital. We had 300 people in town; I taught Latin I one year d
Latin II the next; American Literature one year and English Lit the next; Americ History
one year and Government and Economics the next. So that if anyone ever failed a ubject
i ~ was year after the next before he co~d take it Ht!n. And the result was the; that
f~rst year I tutoreds 17 students ~o t~ to get/!nroUgh that years and when
finisheds I was given a chicken, a hand-hemmed towel and a finger wave. The sist r of
one of the bays who graduated that year owned a beauty parlor in Milwaukee and wh n she
came home to celebrate his graduation s she did my hair for commencement. This wa
014-fashioned barter. We went to a debate at. Qpinnessec in the winte8 of 1932-- he
only car I could get was.a Ford with no left front window and no heater and it w
26 below zero the day that we went to the debate. All the plumbing in Kenton was
school and it didn't came above zero till Febru&rYs till the 4th. In that first
when there was almost no relief given to anyone s the people wanted to start a co ity
club so that they could help youngsters who didn't have mittens and scarfs and to
various other things and things of that sort s and a delegation came to see me one
evening s these people explained that there were two factions of people in Kenton
neither one of them wanted to elect anyone from the other faetion but if I would the
president of the community club s they would do the work. We gave hunter's dance s
had bake sales during the hunting seasons and raised money to buy linen so that w could
make pillowcases for people that were sick in bed and didn't have one pillowcase. We
bought yarn and knitted scarfs and mittens and got layettes for new babies when t ere
were no layettes at all in the family s and it really was a wonderful thing, an en erprise.

Why were there two factions?B:

Well, I don't know exactly, really; the f'actions had f'ormed bef'ore I got there.V:

They weren't based on any nationality group or economic group?B:

V: Not I don't think so; they didn't seem to be. And when the township supervisor d cided
that he didn 't ~ke my superintendent t he took out the street light by the school
We had to carry f'lashlights or light matches" to get down of'f' the hill £'rom the hi h
school so we didn't vote for this man and he lost by 2 votes t and this was the gr at est
amount of democracy that I lye eyery experienced t I never expect to have my vote c unt
for that much again. We had 27 cows walkjng about and f'ull-grown bulls in the s reet;
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one of which I had to dodge by going around the depot to get to schoo: in the mo~ing,

He had his path and you were try'ing to :to-.]. it

That's right, we were t~ng to avoid it as a matter of fact.

B Where did ""OU stq- in Kenton, in a boarding house?

v I stayed in a home where they had rooms and we ate there also. and this was back ~en the streets had not been paved and the mud p~led our rubbers right ott our teet

so we always wore galoshes after it rained. We were hired and tired on the res~ s ot
achievement tests.

B Were these tram the state or just from the one

M)r superintendent simply ordered achievement tests and I was not teaching out ot t he literature and lite series and had to give literature and lite achievement ~es s.

So this was very ditticult.

Sounds like the Bew York system where you are hired and fired on the basis of yout
students passing tests. I

There are one or two other Keweenaw stories that I wo~d like to tell you about.
We used to stop at the Clif~ Adi t which was the entrance to the Cli~f Mine to hav
cold drinks of water when we drove past that mine and my' mother told us about vi i ting
the Brockway hCD.e at the Cliff Mine when she would go -ehere :tor week-ends, SCDeo e
in the Brockway family for whom the Brockway Drive (~untain) was named, wo~d go'
over to the Cliff Adi t and get the cream, milk, eggs and butter. After break:tast
someone would take the dairy products back over there to keep them cold and the C iff
Adit with this extremely cold spring was really the caamunity icebox when everyon
must have been quite trusting about having people leave their things alone. Once we
climbed up the side of tu Broc~ Mountain before thee was ever any Brockway untain
Drive made; we went to Mr. ~brook from Calumet who was the Episcopal minister. He
and his children and I went up there and anytime we couldn't climb any farther, h hung
onto a tree and reached down and pulled us up so we really appreciated having the
Broc~ Mbuntain Drive put over the top of the mountain during the depression.

Were there any other local activities during the depression that you remember?

Well, particularly in Kenton, we had to work up our own entertainment and for any-
sho~r other special events, we had Waino Ta~_kRnen come from Covington or we'd ave
him stay af'terschool and then somebody drove him home, the 25 miles to Covington f'ter-
warda . He pl~ed his accordian Just beauti~ and we danced schottisches and lkas.
Everybody in town, in Kenton and Sidnaw, who was invited to the sho~ould bri 50.
and if enough people came, we could b~ an occasional chair or possibly a davenpo t
for the bride and groom. And when the Civilian Conservation Corps came in they orked
up their own orchestras, different fellows, and one of the other Civilian GoDSe tion
Corps cmnps would play at the town hall and we would dance and if any- of the fe ws
got drunk, because prohibition didn't prohibit much, the fellows would take them ut to
the town pump and put their heads under it and pump some cold water on them and ss
them back in the truck and take them back to the CCC camp; all the rest of the C' s
had been dancing. And this added quite a lot of fun to the teaching there then, d
we used to go to Bruce Crossing to dance on Saturda¥ nights, they had an excelle
dance floor there and had a very, very good orchestra. But generally we had to e
most of our own fun.

Where were these CCC campsTB:

V: They were about 4 miles f'rcm Kenton in one direction and two miles in the other.
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What were they do~?R:

They cleaned out parts of the forest that had been burned over and planted trees i
Jthey were instructors at first on how to plow and plant a lot of trees, some men

from the Conservation Department at Michigan state came up and taught them9 how t do it.

This had originally been a lumbering area. through there?B:

V:

And destroyed by fire?B:

It had been a wealthy lumbering area in the 1890' s or so.

B: How ,far was your school area, you say the young man came from Covington, 25 mile1?

Well. yes, their juniors and seniors came to Kenton to high school and now, I thi ~ '

they go to L t Anse. And all the Kenton students go up to Ewen to high school. An

part of the time, after we left, they were bussed all the way to Iron River. Th y
had to go 45miles on Forestry Road to go to high school.

V:

B: These were the first bussings?

V: Well, our students came from it was 10 miles to Sidnaw but many of the student came
from 6 miles south of Sidnaw and part of them had to milk 20 cows before they too the
school bus, so they have a very, very long d~ and it was wonderful to see them c e back
to the 25th reunion which took place in 1934, the 25th and 30th reunions. Studen s
who have had absolutely no opportunity to go to college in the 1930's, had their
children in college by this time. And it was wonderful to see them looking so we
and so prosperous. There was one student, for instance, who came to the 25th re n
and she at this time lived on a very prosperous farm and she said at the t~, it
wasn't funny but she could laugh by this time and she had had to make a floor pl of
her house for a 4-H project so that she would be able to do something to make the
house more attractive during the summer. For instance, part of the students woul
use 2 orange crates and put a piece of plywood across them and then hang, in orde to
make a vanity table, they would hang flour sacks that had a flowered pattern so t at
the material was usable. And this girl had made a floor plan of her house but th
kitchen in her house backed straight into a hill so of cwrse there was no window n
the kitchen. The home ec teacher didn't know very much about the circumstances 0 the
family and asked her whether she thought she could persuade her father to cut a w ndow
in the ki tchen. She said she was so embarraaed that she could not tell her home ec
teacher why she couldn't have a window cut in the kitchen. And when I go back to
Kenton now, I sit in people's living rooms for a couple of minutes and then they ay,
come here, and I go out in the kitChen and see their nice new kitchen cupboards d
their new sinks and then they turn the vater on. Now you would show me your new
cupboards and your new sink but you wouldn't turn the water on to prove that it s!

B: No

V: This is enough to make an optanist:,out of' anybo~ ~ you see. but this is what lets I us

know that some things are better than they used to be.

When you said that the relief was slow in coming, when it did come from the gover~ent,
what form did it take there? I

B:

V: Well, they had relief so that they had same income with which to get medical atte ttion
for instance, and the Couzens Fund, which for a long time, paid for the Bay Cliff Camp
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for handicapped children, did a great deal of good in the Kenton and Sidnaw area
during the early 1930' s aDd the Couzens Fund nurse would come each month and help
mothers with new babies and would go to see people who were in bed all the time d
then the Couzens Fund sent a univ~~sity of MIchigan graduate who was an occulist, he
tested the children's eyes and the Couzens Fund sent glasses with silver rims so hat
they couldn't be broken very easily. After a while a University of Michigan dent
graduate came with a portable chair and filled the youngster's teeth with silver ings
so that they were not too expensive and:many of the students then left comt'ortab

I.~~e before that they had tried to keep their lips as nearly tight shut when t ey
--~- as they could because they had so many caY! ties. We had 27 cows walking aro d

town but most of the families sold the ~lk and bought just the little can milk f
coffee and the children had so little milk to drink that they had terrible teeth.
The first year that I was in Kenton I was invited to a Copper Country home for a
Thanksgiving dinner and mentioned how many of the youngstem had no ~lk to drink.
Very shortJJ" a;y hostess sent a $65 check for my- superintendent to order half-pint
of milk fo~81l the grade school children. She didn't want anyone to know who h
sent the cheok so the children wrote thank you notes to "dear lady".
After we had relief, we did have hot-lunch program. so I used to stir the bean so
on the oil stove and then go back and teach World History for a while and then go
stir the lunch. We had to do a variety of things to keep all of this going.

B: This was the forerunner of our modern hot lunch. program.

V: That's right. It was ~ done on an oil stove.

B: And at this timet there's no major industry in Kentou.

V: No. The students, boys particularly, would take Trigonometry; we were careful to ve
that on the cUrriculum because then they co~d get a job--~any of them had jobs i
torest fire towers and you have to be able to strike the angles from 2 fire towers
so that you can locate a fire. I had one student who took six subjects, his 5th
year in high school in order to be able to graduate and I tutored him in American
History every Saturday. he had failed it during the American History year. And he
would walk 7 miles fram Sidnaw or ride up on the snowplow and I taught him Americ
History from 10 in the morning until 2 in the afternoon and I couldn't give him j
some casual history exam, I had to give him an achievement test in American Histo
to prove that he had re~ done this. But he thanked me when he was the bartende
at the 25th reunion .of his class, he thanked me a second time, shall we say.
And another thing that helped us to know that things 'ere better than they were
was that we had a tuberculosis program at the time when Dr. Arthur Fisher from Qui cy
who was particularly interested in reducing the amount of tuberculosis in Houghton
County, came out and did the skin tests and =y superintendent said he was willing 0
have this doe. if Dr. Fisher would follow up with X-Ray it anyone had a post ti ve s in
test.

(end of tape. side 1
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and the glasses, really.

B: How were these brought in to you?

V: The Couzens Fund did a great deal ot tine, medical care in areas like the one at
Kenton and Sidnaw during the years of the depression just as they also helped so ch
wi th the ~ Cliff Camp. The Couzens Fund nurse came once a month and talked to
mothers of new babies and went to call on people who were in bed all the time.
The Couzens Fund also sent a University of Michigan graduate who was an occulist
to test the eyes of the children and then they sent glasses with silver frames
so that the glasses could not be broken very easily. After a little while a
dentist who was a University of Michigan graduate; he had a portable chair and put
in silver fillings so that they would not be particularly expensive. It was in-
ter~sting the number of children who laughed camforhably and easily after this was
done. They had tried before that to keep their lips nearly closed as possible whe
they laughed because they had so many cavities. It was quite wonderful for them
to have less toothaches too.

B: Did you find a great difference when you went to nergland to teach?

V: No s not really s we had~very much the same kind of student body and they were just s
appreciative as they could be of being taught what they needed to know. They were
verys very easy to teach and we gave achievement tests at the end of the year to
tell what had happened; I had freshmens sophomores s juniors and seniors who were 1
of the senior median with a basketball player at the middle of every one
of them.

B: Were these first generations of what group of people?

V: A considerable number of my students were Finnish and part of them talked Finnish t
home; some of them had to read and write Finnish before they started school so tha
we did have some work to do on idiom.. And they responded very well and quickly
adapted to the language but it did take some extra teaching and the boy who said e
time, I'll take that test some times else was obviously thinking in another idiaa.
When one of ~ studen"bs said "there's too much weather out tonight, isn't there1"
when there's a blizzard, reminded me of my futch Geometry teacher in high school,
who said "there's lots of weather out tonight, isn't there?", it obviously was the
same idiom in his language.

. Did you do any work with the parents!

V: We didn't get to that point. I was teaching 6 subjects a d~ and coaching debate,
declamations and oration, running the library, and putting/~~~ school paper of 14
stencils every 4 weeks with no cQJrm1ercial department; I had 7th grade Geography,
8th grade American History, lOth grade World History, Ceasar, American Lit and
American History. So we taught 6 hours a day.

B: How many st~dent usually were in your classes?

V: Wells by doubling thems we had same classes as all the juniors and seniors would b t in American Historys we had 20-25 in a class quite ottens but it was a big graduating

class that had 25 s we didn't have that many until the students came from Covington

B: How much were you paid?

V: $1,026, it f'inally got up to $1,100 and when I went to Bergland, I "got $1.~0 but
spent the difference on having a bathroom in the house; there were 2 bathrooms in
Be:l8.and and we had one of' them, so I lost ~ raise p~ing f'or this privilege.
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B: It was a privilege worth pay-ing tor

V: Indeed it was, there was no question about that

B: Do you remember anything about the 1913 strike?

V: Well, I don't because I was only 3 years old at the time that it happened but I'v
heard a great deal about it. And my- father was dying of cancer at the time; when he
was superintendent of the smelting works, he was concerned that the strike might
spread to the smelting works and when the men found out that he was concerned
about this, they sent a delegation of men from the smelting works to our house
to assure my- father that if anyone wanted them to strike against him, they pour
molten copper on the feet of the organizer, and this was quite a marvelous re-ass ance
during his serious illness.

B: It was certainly a tribute to the way he had run his smelting works

V: Ye:s.

B: ~ )"ou remember anything about World War I when you had moved to Houghton?

V: Yes, the Michigan Tech campus was just one pup tent after another because the ~el s
were encamped on the campus and were trained there and we could hear taps every e ing.
MY older sister had a canteen in the old Midigan Tech gym and served sandwiches,
co~~ee and candy bars out there. She also taught us knitting in the east Hought
school every Thursday afternoon; we learned to knit by making white store-string
washcloths ~or sailors that I hope they never had to use because we had some knot
in them; we saved peach pits because when they were ground up they absorbed poiso us
gases and we saved all the tin~oil from. our hershey bars. And my friend, Catheri
Fisher tells me that during World War II she was over in Eagle Harbor and she saw
someone drop the tin~oil from. a hershey bar so she ran to get it and some little
ran to get it ~or the war e~~ort, and they cracked heads together on the steps 0
the Eagle Harbor grocery store, to do their bit.

B: Are there aB¥ other things about World War It
Germans?

Were there name changes here among ~he

V:
Not that - I know of. I don't know; we called hamburger ,liberty steak of course to t eep
from saying a German name; some high schools stopped teaching German but I don't ink
there. were any in the Copper Country.

B: Do you remember anything else about Houghton before you went to Northerq?

v Well, the rire in the chemistry building was soon after World War I and this, It. nk,
was the most beauti~ fire I ever saw in ~ life because the chemicals went up b
the boxful, in such beautirul colors, and Quincy Hill wae fUrnished the white bac und
~or it. First we worried about the ~nea pigs in the Michigan Health lab and
we were sure they were dead, we simply stood there and enjoyed the rire as long a
had to burn. And after 2 Michigan Tech buildings burned, they did increase the w
pressure to the campus .area.

:8: Do you remember what the second one was?

I don't remember, which other building it was.

:8: They were close together?

Msybe the chemistry building vas the second one, I C~'tV: Not very many years apart.

remember.
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WhAt did fQu dQ ;t'Q;r ¥Q~ leisure time while you were in high school?B:

In high school, we went to basketball and football games, chiefly, and patronized ! he Kerredge Theatre, it really was a very, very beautiful theatre. We had a remarkab e

number of movies here before they were shown in big cities. They were tried out u here.

V:

B: Did you go to the Hippodrome or the .Amphidrome?

V: Oh, the Amphidrome; we had our graduation operettas down there; we gave an Indian
Cantata when I was in the 8th grade, on an unventilated stage at the Amphidrome;
Miss Jessie Cameron directed it and every time anybody fainted, all of the 8th gr ers
from East Houghton, Central Houghton, West Houghton and Hurontown were all on that stage,
on a very hot night in June; Jgy' brother Gage operated the curtain and he crawled i on
his hands and knees and pulled out everybody that fainted. We also went to the Am hidrame
for hockey games and for the Copper Country Fair which was a very excellent fair.
I can still see Aunt Sally Scott there in the fancy-work booth. She was the first white
child born west of the Soo, a dear little old lady in Lake Linden who always had t e
fancy-work booth at the fair.

B: Did many people compete with their fancy-work?

Fancy-work and preserved fruit t and vegetables; animalsV: Oh, yes, indeed!

B: Who were the judges?

I really don 't know. Whether the agricultural agent chose people or how it was set I upV:

B: Did you go skiing at all?

And went sleigh ridin$ andI didn't t but a lot of other people did; I snowshoed a lQt~

tob;8gganning.

V:

B: Did you do ice skating?

I dian't but a lot of' other people did.V:

B: Did you ever go on the pleasure barges on the lake?
Oo~(..~

I spent a Sunday on the ~~' boat once and one on the "Reiss" boat and Mr. Jim e' s
Houseboat used to go to Duluth for weekend parties before my day t but they used to have
a tug that pulled the houseboat to Duluth and back for weekend parties. And Mr. J
Dee owned the houseboat that's down below his property.

V:

B: How did you get to Marquette when you were a student?

Very, very slow.V: Oh, we took the train and sometimes, the bus.

Do 7oU remember when the ~rst automobiles were kept out in the winter?:8:

I really don 't know. Some people ran them all the time, but a lot of people put tpem
up on blocks for the winter. I

V:

How did they remove the snow?B:

Dh, they used snowplows in the streets and they plowed the sidewalks. Samestimes ~hen the storms were bad enough, you had to walk on the road when you couldn't see, the snow

banks were so high, they were higher than we were. Once there was so much snow th t we

V:



But that was a rtJ,rehad snow over an 8-foot ladder between our front and back yards.
winter t when we made a hugh snow fort in Meyers" bacqard.

Are they any other individuals such as Aunt Sally Scott that you especially rememb~r

in your childhood? I
BI

Well, there were just so lot of wonderful. very charming people in Houghton; very 1 ell read,

very interesting, very kind. delightful, and I wouldn't have missed knowing them f r

anj'"thing.

Did you ever know the Shelden :family?B:

Carlos. Skip Sh+lden.I knew various Sheldens:Aunt Mary Shelden lived to be 96.Yes.V:

]» you remember any stories about Congressman Shelden?B:

V: No, I don't

During the depression. do you remember anything here in Houghton?B:

Well, not particularly, I taught the first 4 years of the depression in Kenton an~ thiS is when we danced. particularly. ~d the Civilian Conservation Corps fellows made p

their own orchestras ~~ we danced almost every Saturd83 night at the Town Hall d

otherwise at Bruce Crossing.

v;

How many of your family stayed in Houghton?B:

None of them

Why was this?B:

Well, in general you had to go somewhere else to earn a living, really, but we al enjoy
coming back here every time we have a chance; I know someone who said that the pe Ie who
love the Copper Country the most are the ones who don't Ii ve in it and I'm not s e that's
entirely true but at the time that the president o£ Lake Linden exchanged with t e
Msyor o£ Detroit--the Mayor o£ Detroit asked about the kinds o£ business up here d
the president o£ Lake Linden said, one o£ them was "baby experts". There had bee
so many remarkably energetic and capable people who had come from the Copper Coun ry

and gone to other plac es .

And your family has found this necyssary in order to make a living?B:

Well, apparently, they 've ~ .le:rt the area, with regrets.V:

For the powder company?was open?~ you remember when SenterB~

No, that was before my day. I don't know just exactly when.

hiit' ,
I was wondering what your grandfather had it named for..-e if you had some memory of the

occasion.

V:

B:

I don't recall the I startingNo, I don't. I'm quite sure it vas before his death in 1912;

of the Senter plant.
V:

Did he run Senter then?B:

He died in 1912 at the age of 89No, no, it was simply named for him.V:

B~ So that he had been retired for some time.
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found to have TB and sent to the sanitarium. Arter a period of time she realized hat
she was going to die. The young girl wanted to go home. There were young Childre in

her home and the parents did not want to expose them to the disease. They bought
abandoned school bus; they took out the seats and put in a cot and an oil stove. e
girl was moved to these q~arters and she died in this bus in her parents' yard. in a

snowbank .
When she was asked why she felt that there was so much TB in the area, Miss Cooper said

that this was parti~ly due to eating habits. There was a very poor understanding among
these people at that time as to what was good nutrional habit. She feels that the e is
a sign of real progress in the Copper Country in eradication of much of the tuberc osis
in it having taken a place as a minor illness. It was a sign of progress when the last
bed patients in the Hancock sanitarium were taken to the sanitarium at Marquette t

MOrgan Heights becaus~ there
The sanitarium at/nMl!ock could be closed as a sanitarium for tuberculosis. It d

be opened as a center for Medicare or for care of the elderly.

In telling of Kenton Miss Cboper spoke of the only water facility being in the hi
Tschool. This was done by A. P. Young who became head of the mechanical departme of

Michigan Technological University. A Methodist missionary all through the area
that are stories of kindness, the uses of his natural ability by this good man.

Another sto~ Miss Cooper told about her second grade at Jay Hubbell school. At :t
time it was necessary for the children to came out a long cylinder on the north s e of
the school when there was a fire drill. The j ani tor was to be at the foot of the ylinder
so that he could make sure the children all were left in line again. When the fi e bell
rang this one day with great enthusiasm, the youngsters ran fram their second gr
classroom, but rather afraid 11m sure, to the entrance to this fun on the side of e
building. They were that the janitor was not there and such an acc ion
of arms, legs, and small boned bodies that had to be removed slowly. This requir that
there be a second try at a fire drill that day, in order that it could be done co ctly.

Another story was while she was in high school. At that time as sh: indica~ed
Cooper was a Latin student. An o~der girl returned :from the Uni vers]. ty ot Michig

where she was majoring in Latin. The college student brought with her an excelle t
library ot translations ot Latin books which she was studying. Miss Cooper asked

was given ditterent ones, tor the use ot herselt and her friends d ing
the summer. When the college student was about to pack her library to return to s 1,
she tound that these were not there. So she called Miss Cooper who said, "yes, I'
through with them, ~ friends have enjoyed them, thank you, I'll return them." ey
were not to be tound: Miss Cooper looked tor them; she searched tor them; she cal ed
her triends who couldn't tind themceither; they hunted everywhere; the Latin -- -
were not to be tound anywhere. At this time at the Kerredge in Hancock, there was a
mind reader doing an act. Miss Copper made her wS¥ to the Kerredge, bought her ti et,
and went in. When she had an opportunity, she asked the mind reader, where are th se
Latin books? The mind reader was quite good, and in some process, told Miss"Cooper, "they are in the telephone bench, look in the stand, there they are. Mis
Cooper hurried all through the telephone stand and there she tound them under a p k
ot papers. The student received her library in tact and proceeded on to .

Today Miss Cooper is through using her early training as a teacher of idiomatic En ish.
At Eastern at Ypsilanti, her primary work is with foreign students t to whom she te hes
the idianatic Englisht as well as other forJQ8 of correct English usage. It is int resting.
I found, that this early teaching of first generation of foreign born be
the correct English idiom which has carried Mi s
Cooper to all parts of the world, on her 'influence with these' foreign students fr
South Americat Asia, Africat Europe. She finds it verY' interesting and perhaps th re

is a little bit of the Copper Country being carried back to these corners of the ' dw r.a. .
(end of; t~pe}
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