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Pelkie HistorySUbject.

.Art Er icksonRespondent.

Oanmntsa

October 5. 1974. X'm talking with jrtbur Erickson in Pelkie and we're going to
talk about his father's logging operations. His father was 1ohn G. Erickson.
pretty big logger around here at the time.

I,

B'a Plone.. logg...
We're going to get some of the locations. O. K., now the first one, where waa
that again, That 1ohn G. Erickson was loggtng. ..you mentioned the section.

II

Section 14 and Town 50 35.R..

II It's in Baraga.

Baraga TfRush1p.Ita

O. K.. can you put just a little dot on tbe map where.II

I'd ha'Ye to study this tor a ~nt now to see where 18m at, the sturgeon Ri",er.
y~. it's on the Sturgeon Ri",er...Pelkie,..Alston...West Branch. West Branch...
they got Pelkie in the wrong place... that there...

Ra

O. K.. this camp on the Sturgeon River...he W8S logging there in 1914.II

Be SIlployed about 50 men.RI

What was be loSS1ng out of there'ItI.d about 50 -n working tor him at the tjme.II

BBmlock loSS.. .tor the Worcester Lumber OampanyHI

His contract was with Worcester then.XI

Ra

And they sct thEl d~n the river.II

RI They were hauled to the riTer in the wintertime with horses and sleigbe, aM
then they were rolled into the riTer when the riTer opened up, when flood waters
cane in the spring of the year and they were floated down to 01Jll.sse1l.

II Who did he bave dr iv ing thE'

The Worcester L1mI.ber Oanpan7 would bire their (M'n or.s to dri'Y8 the lose down
to the river to the mill at Chassell.

Ra

Oh. so the local contractors didn't hire tbose...II
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Ra No.

Would they dump the loSS in, too?II

Rs The ocunpany?

II Yeah.

No, my dad...well, they would bave to...pert ot thsn were d\BDped in the rl'Yer
till it got full and then the rest the contractor, wbo8Yer took t» dri'Ye, would
finish rolling thE into the rl'Yer.

R~

II Oh. a au., would contract to dri'Y8'

RI Yea. 78s.

Be'd ba",. a gang...II

Oh. held have about ma)be...s8Y 20 men with hDa and theyllvlDg in tents and
they wmt down the rlvC' 8I1d they bad cooks with then and chorebo)'8 and they
went down the r ivC'. they'd go so many miles. every other day they'd JlX)ve the
tent.

Ra

You remember &n1 of these old contractors7I.
Yes. ..his name was Clemeau tram Cbae8ell.Ra

x. 1i)w' 8 that name spelled?

HI Well. Clem. you got tbat all'

r think hie D&m8 was spelled O.l-e~.e-a-u. the French pronunc iation would be
Ol~U and I suppose the looal pronunciat ion was OLBDa... this man was a French-
man. eht

II

R'I Yes.

II What was he liket

Be was a big. tall ~y. a 6-tooter. big. husky ~y.R:

II as D)8t of hie cr. French'

Be had all nationalities on there.. .he hired looal men and then a lot of then
came up fram Cbassell with hDn...those tbat came fram Chassell, at that time
Cb8ssell was just about all J'renc1men.

Ra

I. Working at the mill there'

Ra Yeah. they worked at the mill at Chassell in the s~r...see. the mill was
n8Y8r run in the winter tmse days, only in the s\DDmertime...and they'd go with
~..in tact, they bad 8 boat with than...they'd bring it 8S tar as here with
a team, well, that's 18 miles and then my dad would take it with his teaB fram
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here up to where my dadt s l\m1ber cmnp was, you know, near the ri'Yer and then
theytd launch it there and then they took it with them, see.. .they bad to bave
it there as a safety precaution in case somebody tell in the river they used
that boat to go and pick them, pull them out or tish them out, whenever they
bad to cross the river they, some ot them crossed in the boat, some ot the
guys were caddy enough they could jump on a log and they could go right across
tbe ri'Yer like a squirrel on a 10g...1 watched them do it.

II I bet they were saMthing to watch, eh'

Oh. w..e they 89'" good with the oanthook...mny a time I'd see thsn C(88 and
ride, two gu1B riding a log standing on tbat just like a bird riding along...
boy, that was nice to sameth1ng to watch...the guys that were, you know, real,
tbey called th8D riverhogs at that tDDe. ..that was wonderful to watch that.

R1

II That was quite a job.

Ita Like I said...they'd move camp about eYeryotber day. see. it'd be too tar
back to walk back up tor their lodgtng at n!ght. see. and then the one they
called the bull cook he had like a, they can use d,namite with the. too. he
had a little door on that and shelves in it and straps on it so he strapped
on his back like a packsack and tben they had those little compartments tilled
with sandwiches. they usually boiled salt pork and made salt pork sandwiches
and then he carried a big coffeepot with h~ and so many cups, see, and then
he went down to where tbs cr~ was working and they'd have lunch.. .and 80 on
all day long till it got dark.

II Tba t -n war ked. d idn' the'

RI Did he1 Well. they all worked then. there were no 8-hour days then. it was
tram daylight till dark...it isn't like now. 8-hour days. tbeyworked tram
daylight to dark.

II You'd think theytd freeze and get pneumonia before they'd get down to Chassell.

Ra No. no...they...e all hardy guys. I n..er heard of any of them ever getting
8 iok or freeze or 8D,yth ing.

II I mean, it .e were to do that, this generation, you know...

RI The., couldn't take it.

II: We'd be in tbe L'AnS8 ho8pital.

HI I'll SAY you would.

II: That' 8 amazing.

Ra It Bvert and a couple of other guys are the only men living tbat worked on the
last drive on the Sturgeon.

II When was it again. you told me in that other tape but 1'",e forgotten manentar-
U1.
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ft. In 1930...my brother-in-law Bill Ruona bad a small dr1'Ye on the Sturgeon. he
took down probably 500 loSS and they pulled them out of the ri'Yer in Pelkie and
loaded then on ra1lr~d cars and shipped the logs to 0 &: H at Oal,-.et. the1
used then for a mine stall. they w..e e1m...e1m and basswood. see, they would
float. ..and we ...e the, some of the last men to .ork on the dr1'Ye.

II Who else W88 working OD that'

'" tella by the name ot Victor Hulyer trcm Baraga and...RI

II Was his last name Bll-ver'

Yeah. HUlver...and then there'd be Kino Hill...and I think a couple of the
Baataja boys and I mentioned Evert already.

Ra

II B.ert Larson.

Yea...and then Bill himeelf was up and down...that was about the wbole of it.Ra

II So it wasn't that big of a crew.

Ra No. this was a small dri'Ye.

II: Did 1OU ride logs down'

Ra No. no. no. we didn't ride 1088...we bad no time because the logs were all decked
at the river bank. we worked traa daylight to dark to get them rolled in. it
took about two 4&7S to get the logs rolled in. they'd go. nobody bad to ride
thsn then. the r1",er was full. see. we waited until we had a good. heavy rain
and the river was full...when the river is full you don't have to ride too
many but it's usually when the river 1s low. that's when you run into trouble.
you know. that you run into a lot ot jags and that's when they use their. I
guess. d,namite to break a lot of the jams.

XI Did you ever see them break a ~,

HI Yes, yes, they put in maybe dozen sticka of dynamite, ~u know, right whm-e
they figure the key log was...big geyser of water would come up and 10gB aM
all and then it'd start to go again.

II Logs would fly up in the air ed...

Ra Yes, you bet...1 t was interesting.

I. ...8 8CD8 ot tOOS8 jams big?

Ra Oh, gosh, some ot them maybe had 300 logs in a p 118 ~d up.

1:1 T_t would almost dam up the rl.eI" momentarily. wooldn't it'1

Ra It d14. it did.

I. Like beaver do ins i tt
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Yeah, .~lar to it...onlY thiDg the oraok. were 80 big the water oould 10

tbrOU8h, you know.. .but that wa. interest ing.
Ita

You remember any of tbo88 old driver8'II
&' 8 one of' the.Yes.. .remember I told you about s.ede Pete,

It:

..t was hi. last name'II

Ra Peter Nelson Rane.

Didn't they also call bim Whiskey Pekka,1:8

Yes. Whiskey Pete...he was that ~1 I told you could write aeTen ditterent.

read and write sneD different languages.
RI

Tbat man wae really smart, waen't he'II

Be was educated tr~ Sweden or Iapland where he cane tran.R:

Do you r~~!Dber the exact 1 00 at ion in ~.den'II

&1

1uat the kind ot man be W8e.Tell me a little bit about him, O. X.,II

.ell. be waa like I said be was a well-educated man and he could do just about
~at11 an"thiDS around tbe woods. he was a good cook. he could make. a good
tie maker...he waa good at S8Wtng logs...like I said be was an all-~ound man
aro_d the wood8 like _king roads. he could take and take a C(XBp8ss and go
out end layout a road. JOu know. in the woods...be was a spod all-around

woodSllan.

Hz

Be was pretty bumorous, too, wasn't be,II

Oh. f8s...and then th..e was a J'lnnish tell~ by the D88 of Bail X8Bppainen
up here, I r&Dember he used to work on the dr 1..88.

Ra

Was he from no. too'II

Yes, aDd a tello. tbe name ot 1r Itz Cbart ier up on the other side ot Pelkie
and I rem~~er be worked on tbat.

Ra

II !'ri 'tz,

Pritz Cbartier...he worked on the drive.Ra

About this Pete, I undcostand 118 used to pull a lot of pranks on people, he wae...II

Ifa Well. I wouldn't...

.Course all those lumberjacks at tbe tDDe w.re coDStantll pla11D6 little trlcka.
trleDdly tricks like. OD one anotber, rtght?

II
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Yes.RI

II Do you rsnember any of those'l

R: No, I can't r~y rElllember that he pulled any tricks but I told you about..

II 'Cause they'd make good stories today.

Ra Yes, I told you about the tme, though, when he haa. sold the timber on his
halest_d...when he had been drinking in Jbughton and he was going to take
the train to Baraga and he got a little bit late and he came down to the
depot and buy a ticket and the train was gpne so he asked the depot &sent
how much it would cost to hire a train to take hja to Baraga, well, they had
~ wait a while and the depot assnt called someplace and they found out it
was $.50 80 he banded oyer the $.50 and bad a spec tal train take him to Baraga.
I told you tbat story once.

II Yeah. I und.-stand there was quite a reception crw there.

Ra And all the bigshots in Baraga. that .as the Nestor' s. you know. the1 ...e
with the Nestor L\BBber CCII1pan1. the1 come out to meet the train. you know.
the special train. here comes that little lumberjack with a pack on his back.
oU the train...that was the bigshot.

%, There's a picture of a river drive, Picture 73, there...old river drive...yeah,
it looks like it's on the Sturgeon somewhere.

Ra Ilca biB. sr&y horse. anyway-

II Wben was the last drive down the Otter' You told me that, too, I beli8Ye.

R.. Right about 19...walt a minute, Y sot to figure tor a moment now about
1917, I believe, or 80.

II That sounds familiar with whet you said before.

Ra lust about '17

II Where were the lOSS piled up, decked Up?

R.. 'l'e used to bave an iron bridge, right be1~ the iron bridge right here...where
the bridge 1s now but there was an iron bridge then. ..d~n there and then a
11 tt1e farther down there Was a road cut across the woods in there.. .see, the
river made...

I. That's kind ot. there's a little clearing there today behind RaYi's, on the
other side ot the riY8r t1'C81 Bill Ray!'..

~1 Yea, yes, right there.. .see, they out across the woods over there, you kno.
where th- ooUse trailers are there? There was a road went through the woods
to make a little 8hortcut and they landed a lot there and, well, then that wea
full, weli, then they landed a lot right here where the bridge is now.
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Was tbat landing, did it baTe a certain n- at the tme'1'1

Well. 1 t was really Otter land tng. that' 8 all... that was the Pryor Lumber Com-
pany of. Pryor !Jaber CCDpany of Ik>UghtoD but they bad tbe 1r mUl in Hancock...
OD tbe BbughtoD Canal there.

HI

II Wbo had the contract on that,

.ell. tbat was their own job. Pryor Lumber Oampan1...it was known b1 the name
of BOughton Lumber Campan1.. .Pr1Or' s ~1l1 at Rip181 but it went b1 the name
of ~ughton L\Dber Canpan1.

Ra

Ieee. good enough. ..did )'Ou ever see that man before. t~t' 8 Picture 112.II

I don't know, the 8Uylooka familiar, w.ll, that' s ~ed. Pete, ian't it'Rs

II You bet.

WI But be don't look right with tbBt bat on.

Be must have been just joking.II

.And the 8\11 to the left looks tailiar but Y can't place hm right now...J9ah,
that' s s..de Pete right there.

Ra

II Did ,ou 8ger see that betor~

RI 1Dt 8 ot thE.LoSS on a raUroad oar'

That' 8 the K1Deral Range NO. 89.Is

Ra Yeah, I loaded lot a of thoae for many, many winter, one of those guJ8, one guy
there looks like ~ Uncle Matt...right there.

II That SU1 in the baCkgroum. Matt Mattson'

Ba Yeah.

II I guess that first 8I17'S Aksel Tepsa.

Ra I guess 1 t would be Aksel Tepa..

x, Wbat .&8 it like to load those oers'

HI Well. we bad a jammer, you can't see a jammer right here now.

II 1't didn't get into the picture.

RI Mo, it' s like a biS, sbaped like a A, it was 8baped like this and it bad a like
e rum.., set ot runn"8 OD the bottCD h..e, then it went up, 8a7, 35 teet, the
pole8 ...e, then they had a suyl1ne, two suyl1Dea, ODe, you know, ODe .ay...

II Anchored baok. eh,
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Ra Yea, and then they had a r1ngibere where they bad a pulley and a block and it
oome down, three 1 mea came down, and that one where they bad a pair ot hooks
on where they hooked on each end of the log that was called a traveling block
and then the others were, they called then j~~ books or some c~led them
~er pups, 8ee, well, they hooked then on each end of the log and then the
tesm would, where the cable came down to the bottom of that jammer, the te.m
would ~ist the log up OD the car.

II Tbey did that with metal cabl.'

Ra Yes. well, usually about a 3/8 d iwDeter... it' s called a 3/8 but it actually
looks} about a balf inch when it was swelled out...and it usually took about
150 feet of cable far. ..and you could go back a reasonable length then and
hook onto a log and so on, too long was DO good e1th.-, then you run into
trouble.

II Two-an operation then, right'

R; No, th..e was a tesmster, a top-l~d.. and the two hook..s.. .this man here
evidently is the top-loader, he'd be on top, see...see, when that car got full
they'd take these stakes, short stakes out and they put in 9-toot stakes, see,
well, then when that log would cane up like on a cable, I D8&n wh..e the oooks
are on, made like this, when that log came up enough over the edge he'd jump
on that log, jump over, and then he'd push it out to the outside, see, ~d
then because when the hookers w..e on this side ot the train they couldn't
j\Dnp over, you know, he'd have to be over there, he'd push it over and the
drop it wh..e he wanted it, see.

II Guided it emctly whm-e he wanted it.

R2 That's right, see, you had to know ,our business when you'd top-load it ,ou
wanted to get a decent loa4 on, too, otherw ise it would just spill all 09"'.

II You ever see any l~ds kind ot tall oft,

8: Well, a couple of them, not too man1 because usual11 by the time you sot up
there you knew wbat JOu were doing...they wouldn't let you up there otherwise
because you couldn't afford too many mistakes.

18 Tbose look like pretty big logs there.

Ita Yeah, those are, that's virgin timber.

II Big pine, eh7

RI No, tbat would be..

II Hardwood.

Rs That would be hemlock and bara.ood...those look like hardwood...th8y're clean
cut. ..a hemlock has more ot a churned butt on it, more taper.

I, Would they be doing this 18ar-round in Pelkie? wading those..
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No, no, mostly in the wintertime and the spring ot the year because tbose were
81eigh-hauled in...then when it aPt, 8ay, to the end ot...end ot May...well.
even by the end ot April you wm-e just about all done with your logging or 80.

HI

Boy, there must bave been sane b is p 1188 there in the winter.I,

Oh. were there. I even had same out there with, I betcha they'd resch ~ here
to the barn and they were at least 30 feet high. all piled up...then we'd load
the out in the spring time. ..the trouble was we couldn't get enough cars in to
keep the logs SPtn8 out every day...there wss so many, you know, small loggers.
big loggers. allover here, well, we'd pile the up...then in the spring time.
why. we loaded then out doing this kind of work...I done lots ot that, too...
that's a nice load of logs.

Ra

II r guess that's the teamster tor Turunen, the guy bad a kind ot a bad leg...8
crooked leg.

What' 8 the neme, I know tbe guy good, he "en worked tor me one winter, draye
team here.

R.

II It .. kind of' crooked and he walked funny with a limp but he could drive team
good.

Ra They mostly bad him sleigh-hauling, you know, because that was bard on hi. leg,
she probably remember his name, he was related to the Silvola's alao...dogsone,
I know the guy good and I can't get the ~ now.

II It'll come to you.

H: Yeah, he droTe team. for me one - inter.. J. logged back of Larson's over here one
winter, I took out four forties, took out about a million feet...tbat .as my
first logging job, I we8 twenty yeers old then.

%1 When was that,

RI 1<]22;

II Were you back in ~lncy Location'

RI Yeah. '22 or '23. '23 it was.

X8 Were )'Ou back in Q.uincy Location'

_. Yeah. ~incy timber. yeah...l logged tor the ~incy Mining Company.

II ~l tie., eh?

Ra .ill lop.

II Wbat did they use them tor'

Ra They used thsa .tor mine stalls.
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Wbat' B a stall _pintII ?

Hs It' 8 a log and they use. it' 8 a log full-size with a '9' irgin piece of
end they take them down in the Ddne and &Omehow with their box and tackle they
can get then in there to hold the roof' trcm ca'9' 1ng in.

~h. they were like pillara to bold theIt

That's it. pillars, the1 called them mine stall8. pillara.Ra

And the1 general11 about how long'Ia:

Well, all the way rro. 14, I mean, all the way rra. 12 to 18 teet, we never
~nkey84 too much with 18e, they were bard to tit them on the railroad car...
you'd get, ,ou know, too cl08e to here you bad trouble, 80 as a rule we stay84
away tram as much fran the 18s, 16 was about the longest.. .once in a while you'd
mke an 18.

lis

-bat did a man get tor one ot those logs.. .by the time he got 1 t to the rail-
road what would he gross tor one ot tbose...a oontractar.

II

He'd probably get about $1 and $1.25 tor it, $1.50, that's all...on that job I
lot $14 a thousand ke the roads, saw the timber d~n, bau1 it thwe and

put it on the oar, $14 a tbousand.

Ra

By the t~, though, you pay ott tor the labor and all that work...II

You didn't ba'fe much. ,au were lucky it you grossed $2.000 in the spring ot
the year.. .and that was big money those days because as a rule most at the
guys worked tor $1 a day and the board.

HI

Well. let' 8 keep on this theme betore I show you other pictures.
your dad' s second camp'

Where wasII

ACroBS the ri~er from there. ..down a 11't1e bit.. .where did I show JOU up,
where' a the S-turgeon...in 1918 and - a180 bad...

Ra

1916 and 1918.II:

Y88h, and he had one in, he ~ one more on the Sturgeon where I 8howed you the
first tine. ..farther up.

111

II Olos.. to S idn..'

MO, no, just, .here's the Sturgeon here now...tb8re's the rl~er in 1917 snd
'18, he bad two camps.

HI

II so he 108884 in that ar. trcu' about 1914 to about 19...

1918.RI

II Jll rigbt...and that wae all contracted...

Ra For the Worcester Lumber ao.pSO7 ot Obaesell.
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Did he ba?8 any other camps,It

Yes...when 7Qu go down, I'm getting a little bit ahead, tben he had one up, we
Gall it K-38...you know where wbat they Gall the X)ro road Gomes out in the
Gomer, back in there be had a oamp, back in there, tbat was a &mallei" job.

1f:

Oh. like where Sohwalm and Sar jaI.
No. Up. up farther. one mile up there's a crossroad there. you kn~ where that
windmill is...there's a windmill in the field there, setting there...

Ra

II: Yeah.

Well, then toward Baraga a little tanh.. in there he bad a SIall oamp.1f1

tan't it'T18 t' 8 all olear ing ~, though,II

Yea. there' 8 nothing there now. i" 8 all oleartng. he did log there.HI

It Wbo was be contract tng tor'

Tbat -8 on his own then, see, he bought the land there. logged it and sold it
to Sterna & Oul~er LDmb8r Company of L'Anae...see, Sterns , Cul~er were there
before Ford...and he ~uled the logs by borses 0ger to KyrO Siding they called
i t. loaded on oars.

Ra

I 8ee, and when was thi8 that he was doing tbat?II:

That would be in 1919.Rs

.And p any Mn did he have working tor hm oyer there'II

Oh. he probably at that thne hed around 20. but those other camps they were
really bis. about 50.

Ra

I :lmagi.ne th... were a lot at local SUJ8 at that one because it was 80 OlOM.It

RI Yes, yea, and then he bad a big one..

Did you baTe a name for tbat camp at tbat tUn.'II

No, no, just Eriokson's, that's all...and then he had the next )"ear then he
moyed down to L'.Anae...you know where RuoDa's sawmill 18, well, there was.
road trca there or just...oh. wh..e that there Shrine ot the Priest is, just
right there the road went up. ..end went back in th..e 4 miles, there he had a
big set ot camps on that would be the Ogema Creek.. .he had about. oh, sa)". 65
men working tor him tbat winter.

Ra

II .All in one big G8IIlp'

Ra

II .ben was that,
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'20, was lcpO.Rt

Wbat was be logging out of t»retII

18rdwood Ed h8nlock, n8rything went out.Ra

Who had the contract on that,II

My dad bad a contract...there was a mill right whC'e tbat .&.1& gas tau is.
NorthC'n Propane it was. right beck in there was a pretty good-sized ..-mill
there. that was 10e Inatt and Via O'Ooanell. they owned the timber and he
logged it tor th_.

R:

10. who'I.
~oe XDaft...tbat'd be X-n-a-t-t and Vic O'Connell. be was a partner.Ra

Did 1OUr dad own this lend back there. did be buy it'II.

Mo. no. be contracted out. contract logger.HI

II Oh, was that, those guys--
Vic O'OoDDell and 108 1Daff, they owned the tDDbers and they bad a little mill
there and they sawed it in the summertime, that was all piled up...no s~lll8
hardly eYer run in the w intert iDle those days... they'd just pile the logs up
and out in the summer...so then the next year...he had a camp we called that
the lDng Stretch...)'Ou kn~ when )'Ou go down, well, how will I explain that...
)'Ou know when you get down across the Otter RiTer, )'Ou know, whwe you cross
it...well, it'sllimiles fran here...then there's that kind ot a long, used
to be a long Ramp there.

H:

II In between Tapiola and...

Ra The corner there.

Yeah. they call that tbe n1ne-mUe stretch, SD1 the s ~-p there.II

Yeah, Smith's Swamp...well, right on the end there on tbe left there's 8 bar
he bll.d 8 camp there tor two winters.

HI

II This was in '21 and '22 ~,

That would be in abou.t . 2 2.. .and he logged tor Worcester IADDber CaApan1 that
year, tM1 had a railroad back in there, oh, sa1, about a mile and a quart..
back.. .and that' s where he cut the logs and stacked the up along the railroad
th..e.

Ra

I. }i)w lany men were working in that camp'

H: Oh. about...I'd Bay 4O...and then there'e few looal people tbat walked back and
forth...there were no automobilee being ueea tboee days in the wlntert~...no
roads were open. you bad to walk.
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II }i)w cane they called tbat area ~ th' 8 SWamp,

RI -ell. he had a lumber camp in that s~ spot the year be.tore...then my dad took
it O'V'er then the next year. ..that' s how they called it anlth' s Sw8ll(>.

18 Well. there -.8 a railroad that went right pretty close there. tbat went straight
to Chassell tran...

R: Yeah. up on top of the hUl...you wouldn't know that Heikkila's hall been gone
before you come. just as you get up on the hill there it says. what is it.
Torro's...just a little ways beyond there the railroad crossed the h1Sb-ay
right there...it came fram down in the valley. come up and went down to Chassell.

I I: 18 that where you loaded the logs'

R: No, they w..e loaded back in the woods r jght back of the camp. they bad a big
landing cleared out.

II Well. ~ did you bau1 th8n in then,

HI With horses and sle1gb8 in the wint.-tilDe...out ot the woods, see, and they
stacked them up like you saw, over here.

I. Were there any other camps then?

HI Well, then the Worcester Lumber Canpany had a main, bad a camp ot their own
a1«> about two miles Iran there...they did the Sa:8 thinS. ..the7'd 8tack up
10S& in the winter.

II About the same timet

Ra Yes.

II Must baTe been a lot of ttmber in there.

R: Oh.. .and then oyer there they bad many camps. BYert worked in a couple difterent
ones and he worked tor my dad that winter.. .one ot the winters he worked tor my
dad.

Ia O. K., then, after '22 did your dad log SaDe more?
gett ins scucer and SCucer.

Hardwood must have been

III Yeah. well, then we, then my dad and r got together, we bought some t UDber
and we logged up on the StUrgeon... then we...

II Where was this about,

Ra Well, that'd be farther up tram where this would be.

II Still going closer to S1dnaw but Dot..

HI
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loSS, tbe big one.. to the Barasa Lumber Campan1...thatts when the days we
started hauling with tractors in '26 I believe it was.

II Skidding them out with tractors, you mean'

RI No, we skidded them with horses and then loaded t~ on log sleighs and bauled
them with tractors, you probably heard ot tbe Ebl ts, la-ton Ebl ts, 5-ton BOl ta.
that's when we started hauling with tractors...bauled th~ to Barasa, we hauled
12 miles with tractors.

It What mill we8 thi8 in Baraga at the time?

Ra -.11. it's right whc-e All-Woad's Is Dc..

II Who owned it?

R: Baraga L\Dber Canpe.ny that time.

1:1: What's the history of that mill DOW~

Rz First ot all it was Funke in there...and then Blllyer, tbat's wbat they called
the Baraga L\lBber Oanpany.. .81d then a little ways down trom there was that
big mill Nestor Lumber Company, tbat big pioneer losger...he started oft ~
soratch. he...

II; Be had quite an operation going.

Ra Yeah, weli, my \8cle, I guess, worked tor him, he talked about bow he had a
torty ot land and he had a team ot oxen, Mr. Nestor himselt, and he was skid-
ding md t- wife, they had a couple ot guys sawing, and the wife did the cook-
ing, that' s the waf he started out, started tram scratch.

x. W811. did that work the same W&"j with "/OUt' -. was she in thc-e cookiDB'

H: Yea, 7ea, yea, )'Ou bet.

II 80 a t~r' 8 wife is a termer and a losger' 8 wite is a camp COOk?

R: You bet Oaterp1l1er 15. eh...whose is that one?

II Y think that' 8 Matti Oja.

Ra That's a Caterpillar 30 then 11 it's Matti Oja...looka like .Art Waisanen on it.

Ya Could be.

HI That's back in 19...rlght around 1931...Ford truck on there.

:I, That' 8 Picture 86...

Ra
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II That was a big one, eh?

H: Big set of camps...and then they didn't all stay at the camp because then they
were using cars, aame of them traveled for 10-12 miles and worked in the woods.

II When did the cars start becoming a?ailable to people around here so that they
could work further out,

Ra Well, they started plowing the roads here r~t around 1925. ..not all tbe t~
you oouldn't go but sometimes the b 19 tractor would come through here and open
it up and it stayed open until the next snowstorm.

II Then you'd find more ot these farmers working at these campa, riiht?

Rz That'8 right, that's it...8Dd the way it W88 years ago the tarmer would leave
the Dame and stay r~t at the camp when..~Ybe he'd go home once a month...
could eYen walk 10 or 12 miles or 15 miles.

18 Boy, everyone bad it tough then, the w<men at haDe.. .what about your ma work-
ing in this camp, what was that like cooking tor all those men?

RI Well, they didn't bother her because like I saiG she knew her business...she
_d a couple ot girls helping ber...in tact, she cooked up at the camp where
we had 105 men, she had two girls helping her...she'd bake up a 98 ot tlour
every day into biscuits and brea4 and cookies and whatnot.

II That' s a big barrel, 9B pounds, right?

RI

II They' d call 1 t a 98'

I.

Ra

I. W..e you 11"'ins in the cemp thm'l

RI

II These timeS?

HI Yes, we all stayed there.

II Were these tar pap..,

HI
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...e made out ot 1088 even that b is.

II Yeah. that Carlson bed one right here close to where Evert's road is.

HI Yes, 18s, they ...e all made out of logs years ago, everyone of those I told
you about on the Sturgeon my dad bad they ...e made out of loWS and the butt
ends they were tbat big.. .they cut the full length of the tree. ..dragged them
in and...

II So those wene reel17 w~.

R: Why, yes, and thm they chinks! th8l1 with moss Sld rags or gumysacks, I should
say, rags w.-en't too plentiful but gunnysacks.

I, I'm SOing to sbow you a picture of one of those, in fac~, it's tbe picture, I
think, you gave me.. .Carlson' s old camp, wbat number is that picture there?

Ra 89...tbat was right at the corner rtght here.

II Ik> you rsn8J1ber that guy?

H: Yes.

II What sart of an operation did he have,

Ra Well, he bad a small operation. ..he bad about two team ot borses and 2-4-6-
maybe 10 men the most.

II What was his name again. Guunard Car18on'

R: Yeah, Gunnard Carlson, then he had a brother tbat losged right in the same
camp by tbe name of ~ Carlson.. .he used the same camp after tbat.

II When did Gunnard Carlson log there?

Ra Oh...I'd say right around tbe~Os would be a SOod guess, '18 to 1920 he was
there 8 couple ,ears...be loBBed kind ot kitt1-corner back fram the corner in
there.

I. O. K.. and then Ed Carlson was just after that.

Ra Well, then Ed Carlson was across the road there where waino Bakola lives,
r~t in there he logged a couple ot torties. ..he mostlylosged alone, be bad
one or two gu18, he was a man tbat bad his team trained...whl8n you skidded a
log, they never used a jammer, they put a chain arouDd it, I know how to do
that, too, and tbeY88Dt it up, and he hung the linea on the hay and he'd say,
'Get up' and the team would go so tar till the log gpt up on the sleigh and
he'd catch it with the canthook and he'd boller, .~ md the horse would
stop...I watched him, be was good at it and my tmcle was also gpod at tbat
sending up a log with a cbaiD...and )IOu'd book on the next one and so on md
when )IOu got a load ot loSS. well, he hauled it either.. .same ot them went in
the river, it there was hsnlock they bauled then into the river and if they
were bardwocxl they went to Pelkie and they were loaded on a car, see, the hard-
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wood .oaJ.d'ft~~ float 80 they were shipped by ,.ai1.

Y. Man 5d to r_lly know what he was doing to do it, log alone like that.

HI You betcha lite, they knn w_t they were doing. ..but it used to be fun to
watch them horses bow well he had them trained, he'd say, 'Giddap' and theytd
go and hollered, 'B;)' they usually stopped and he says, '~ld its'...it t_t
log was going crossways till he could straighten it out with the canthook...
they'd hold It...they were that good...but it took patience and tine to train
those horses...same ot them you could nsver train...I tried tbat...horses were
bull-headed, you could nsver train them but some were gpod, you could train
them in a hurry.

x. I think you gave me these pictures...there's F1cture 46 there first...who'.
that there'

HI Somehow it looks like my Uncle Matt...not sure now...sure. that looks like m7
Unale Matt. Matt Mattson. ..that would be Bvertts brother-tn-law.

x, Wher& was tba tt

R1 That was up on that same place he worked up there...

II On the Sturgeon. eh,

Ra Yeah.

II It looked like they wer. just building tbe camps there.

Ra Yeah. there's my mother in there. Mattson, and EYert's sister Hilder. and I
think that 8U7 with the white sb1rt on that' s me...r was only about 12 years
old there...there's Mattson again...! think tbe Larson's must have given ,ou
this one.

II

HI Yeah. well. they w..e T1rgin tmb...

II The other guys I've talked to living in those tar paper sbacks said that...

Ra They were mostly made out of lumber.

II jad they weren't 8S W~t either.

HI No, no.

II Big d 1tterence.

HI

II Tbat was a little rougher.

Ra
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the stock...in the wintertDDe I'd stay here so I could sp to school...I'd stay
home one week and SO to scbool. the next week I'd stay in the camp.. .80 I could
be with my mother and dad.

XI .And those log build ings were pretty warm in the winter'

R1 Yes, you never froze in there.

It Those are green logs they made than out of.

Ra Yeah. but they were made in the spring ot the year so they dried out to same
extent.

x. Who would make t~. the lumber jacks would make those?

Ha Well, my dad and so many lumberjacks, we made tb8m.

II I bet it d14n't take too long to tbrow up one ot tbose.

HI About a week they bad th8D all made.

XI Oh, those guys kn- what they were doing, didn't they?

Hz Oh, certainly...they _de the cook ~, the bunk bouse and the office aU in
about one week...and they were big...well, all it took is about six oYOdinary
logs and )'Ou had a six-foot wall...they were tbat big, just imagine a log
that high, well, then they put the butt the other way, it went up...wouldn't
take more than six and ~u bad all the height you wanted...and the rafters
were JEde out of round balsam or spruce poles...everybody knew bow to swing
an axe then or c»4sacut...there were no greenhorns in the woods...and just
about most of them knew bow to dri?e a horae or a team, they'd drag them out,
it didn't take long and those c~ps would go up...then they'd buy, bring in
a team-load of l\Dber, you know. for the roof and like the doors and the
floor~. .that was made out of rough lumber.

II rt would take a little while tor today's younger generat ion to toss up a camp
like that.

HI Good gosh. Y'd get siok watohing them.

x, They just wouldn't know bow to do it.

Ra They wouldn't know anything about it...wouldn't 8fen know bow to swing an axe
to start out with...you'd gi",e the & horse they'd kill th_--with it...
took a little brains to know bow to dri",e a barse...and like if you were raised
around a tarm or the woods. why. that. I don't knCM. that came naturally. you
were always monk~ng around. you know, with barses or working with tb8B. why.
just about as a rule most ot the guys knew how to dr i~e a team ot horses. not
all. but...

X8 -bat about ~bat working tbat crO88cut 8a_, tbat waa...

Rz
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that out just right to _ke it out good and you bad to kn~ how to tile it...
you used more set in it tor sottwood tbsn you did tor trozen bardwood.

II: .bat' 8 set'

Well. that' s spr_ding the teeth. you know... if you d idn' t bave enough. you
know. it would pinch. you couldn't drag it tbrough tbe cut.

Ra

Tbat must ba~e been something to watch two SU78 wbo really kn.. their stuff.II

Didn't take long and one of those trees came down...eRen if it was that big
.round, I betcha...teu Ddnutee, it was down.

Ra

II Ten minutes tor a 2-toot 10&'

Yeah, that was nothing. ..boy, tbat went down fast when you kn.. bow to out
ten minutes you bad that all...

Ra

Lot of t- was spent tiUng, tbough.II

No. t~y tUed thsa _)'be...once a day, eomet-s twice a day...t_t's about
all you bad to tile it.. .as a rule B>st ot the carried a saw b~k in at night
8ee. tben tbsy'd tile it in the bunkhOuse...then it was ready tor morning.

Ra

I I: Take a l1ttle bottle of kerosene out?

Ra Yes, they bad kerosene with tb8...eapeoialllw. JOu w..e cuttinS pine or
some of that summ1 spruce or...tbat JOU had to have a little kerosene with
you or it'd get stickl...it looked like a vanilla bottle they carried and it
bad a little V cut in the cork. you know...

II Oh, they'd whip it with 'their hand and thr~ a li't'tle drop.

Ifa Ye~ it would drop a little bit on each a88, you know, and th87 would whip
that bottl man7 a ttRe that old pocket on one aid. was soaked with kerosene,
too...I still r~~~er that.

II But I heard that when two men would be on that saw and working it, it was a
certain rh~ it waa a1mo8t like it was...

Ra Singing.

II Singing. and they used to call it that. eh,

Ra Yes. yes...it would 8ing a little bit when it was working right...did you ever
notice how a aaw ia rOUDd. you've seen a crosscut...like when you pull it you
always kind ot pull it UP. you pull it straight acros8. the other gu1'd BOon
jack you up tor it. )"Ou're riding the saw. ..and the aeme time when you went
back you kind ot give it just a alight pueh...it'd make it cut tastw...oh.
20 inoh loa. ten minutes )"OU bad that all.. .nobody run out ot wind after you
been 8awing tor a whUe, you go right through that, you never run out ot wind.

II I :bDagine those men were in good shape.
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RI Well, were they ever...and they cut from...80 to 90 logs a day in that virgin
ttmber...yeak, tbat t~ there was no power~s to a.. the limbs off, 7Ou
chopped all the limbs off with an axe...70u first s.-ed a gpod notch aDd you'd
chop that notch out with an axe, then you started to S88 and knocked it down...
7Ou bet, that was interesting...I done a lot of that, too...I guess everyone
that worked, BYert done a lot of it, too, ...tng in the woods.

x. Do you ~~er Baraga when it used to look like that'
when t~ t Is.

I: don't knCM sxactl'1

HI Yea, and when the streets were, before the streets were paved...take me for a
while I could maYbe figure out same of the stores.

x. That would be good it J'Ou cou.ld.

HI Right ther.. that looks like Nestor' s old store.

I. That 'fey t irst building up on the left.

R. .And that one W8Y baok thm-e looks like Gilson' s Livery Stable.

I. Bow many buildings down is that,

HI w:eJ.1. 1-2-,3-4.

II Wbat was that Ji ke in there'

Ra Well, that's where they had horses when they had th- tor hire...you hired a
teE ot borses or a horse to take you to Pelkie, that was betore what cera
were in their infancy...and Y believe right across the street that~s the drug
store, there"s Martin's gas station there now or Phillips 66, that was a drug

8:~ore right there.

18 So that' 8 taka like right !ran today' 8 corner, eh?

HI .Tuat about.

x. What -.s that Nestor'os store 11.'

HI Well, that was like a company store, it was long.. .oh, it was longer than the
Co-op store like I ~an going back...ad all they had- t~t one floor whm-e
they bad their groceries: and dry goods and % suppose upstairs they ~d more or
le. like a warehouse.

I. Wbat's standtng there today where that building was'

ft. The bank.. .Superior National Bank.

I. Tbat was Thomas Nestor' 8 offioe, too' Be had - ottice in th.-e?

Ra

II
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Ra: Maybe they had an office there because I was pretty small when tbat went out
ot business.

II You r~!mber going in to Baraga with horae and bUggy?

HI Yes. yes. I remSDber that

II

HI At those days it s8_d like a big city to us.

I. -ell. it wes lot busier than it is n~t isn't it'

RI Did they baTe 18 saloons in that town.

II Nc. they only w;>t about .3 or 4. eh'

going and...
Three.. .well. Nestor had a big operation

Ra Oh, there was many saloons, I remember a lot of them but...

II Wbat saloons were there?

R. Well.. .one by the name of Andr- Dul'9'er. he had one more or 188s up on the hill
right across traB where the...or abDoat across fran where the church is...and
going d~n that long hill. you know. on that street. it S888 tbat a~st 8f'ery
other building was a saloon...d~n at the corner there. there is no building in
that corner now...kitty-corner fram Nestor's store was a big saloon...after...

II: Do you recall the name ot it'

Ra No, no, I don't know...then later on ~ert Larson's brother and a fella name
at !mil Olson couverted that into a garage.. .and then there W88 Getzen' s Sa-
loon, well, I forget who is there now, it's still the same original near that
there GUlf station...there W88 one there...and then going down along the street.
there were..J[ don't know, 3 or 4 more were in there...seems to me like I said
one t~e they used to boast of 18 saloons in that...l r~~mber the wooden side-
walks.

II -bat was it like walking on tbose'

I. Well. they bad one of those in Pelkie.

8mB TWO

I,: ...was Sil'Yola's pool 8U.

Rz Tbat' 8 Ii. iht.

II: What was TcmI. Bond lik.,
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R~ Be was a big, husky Frencbman...a man who weighed about 230-40 pounds...about
the size of Art _!senat...and lazy as heck...my dad tried to have him work on
the landing out there sometimes and he was no good.

II But he got 8 pretty good business going.

HI Oh. and when he was in the saloon business he didn't work for anyone then. ..he
made good money because he bought quite a ~ew nice cars...him. 'rhcXDas Bond,
and Gauthier, the storekeep.., they had the first cars in Pelkie...Alphonse
Gauthier, that's right where...Sulo lokela liTes now.

II What kind of cars were they?

R: Weli. ThaDas Bond had a Model T md Gauthier had one with an initial like JWJH
or something...but Thomas Bond bought a second-hand Model T. one with the brass
radiator.

II What was it like inside that saloon there'

Ra Well. you got into the door ths-e was a big bar and a mirror in the back. ..1
remember we could go in thc-e. that .68 the only place you could buy an., pop in
Pelkie years agp...k1ds could go in there once in a while and buy white, white
pop was the only kind pop you could buy. ths-e was DO other colors.

II White pop'

Ra That was all you could buy.

II What did it taste like?

Ra I don't Q<:Mt it tasted mighty good, it would toem. you know, just like you'd
buy wbat was that white when you get nowadays I torget...

II Sev 81-Up?

HI Yes, yes, it was white,

II But maYbe that tasted like a cream soda or samethtnge

HI Yes. sjmi.lar to a cream sOOa...it tested mighty good and it woUld foam. you
know...Dickel a bottle.

X, And that wasn't every day that you got one of those. was it'

R'I No. D8ybe you'd get one once a 8)uth or so...if you were lucky.

II Do you rsnSDber l\Dnber jacks in that bar before'

RJ Yes. yee...I rSlember thE standing at the bar dr inking.

II What would it be like to walk into a bar and see a bunch of big. old. burly
l\UD.ber jacks drinking'
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Ra Well, they'd look back to see who was coming, I r~~er that, if it was a
little kid like me, I was small, why, they'd get back to their drinking and
they wm-e always chew ing the tat, you know. arguing about logging, which one
coUld skid the D)st logs or so the ~st logs or scxnething, you know, it was
always talk about logging, you know.

I. .ADd talk about who was the beat at doing thinga.

Ra Yes, that' s right.

II Then would they get into arguments?

RJ Oh. sanetimes they gl:)t into a hot argtDent. you bet.. .old Bond himself would
baTe to sort of abut them uP. he was a big, husky guy. it didn't bother htD
any.

XI Did he ever thrc. any out,

R: No, I don't think so, no, that would hurt business, '1OU knc..

I. None at that stuff like they bad out in the old west whS'e they'd thrCM thsn
out in the middle of the street.

HI No, DO.

II Was there a hitching post up in front ot it'

R' Yea. there was like a long rail over there. different fellas woUld tie up their
teams...there used to be one by each store years asp hitching post...like
where the Co-opt s lumber warehouse now.. ~Da' s had a store there...and there
was a long pole there where you could tie up your horses.

I.. We'll get back to that in one second, I just forgot while we were talking about
Baraga I think this is & B~lll in Baraga.

R: Yeah. that's Nestor's Kill.

II What picture n\unber is t1W1t'

RI 90.

II Can you descr ibe a little b it about what' s in thm-e so I can include this,

Ita Well. that's a sawdust and slab burner.

II That very big thing that looks like a sl1o'

Ba

II Did that thing used to SDK)ke a lot :in those days?

III
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8creen on it...that 8.-dust. you know, burnt slowly...and thi8 i8 in the lake
or the dock...and thi8 18 a tr~ that' 8 where the lumber went out.

'!'bat thing on the right that looks like a.. .whet 18 a trem made up oftII

well, that there. tbat's built like a road up on top...it was about, say, 16.
no, 12 foot wide...it W8S just like an elevator road...up about 12 teet &bOTe
the ground. this here. ..well, see. the bors88 had. ..they put the lumber on
two-wheel carts...and one horse would pull that cart like kiM& up on the in-
cline and on that tram it wSit down where they had the l\DDber. see...they
didn't ha'Ye to lift the l\DDber up, they pushed it down.. .and started a pile.

HI

18 Oh. let the l~ tall right off.

Ra No. not logs. l\DDber...no. the logs. they went up on wbat they call a bull
c~in...the8e are the logs here...but when the l\DDber was manufactured. see.
they put it on two-wheeL carts.. .when it c~ oft they called it the tram.
why. the ehain or the tram. or transfer. rather. they. ditter81t species and
different dimensions went on difter«1t carta. see. and then they w..e hauled
out and they went to their piles. where it was 2 inch or 3 inch or 80 forth.
8ee. ..and they pushed the lumber down till the pile aPt built up.. .tran here
to the top ot the pile was about 16 teet...l remember tbose lumber piles...
well. then there was a dock r~t by there...when the boat would came in.
well. then they'd take the lumber out ot that pile snd push it into the boat.

II Oh. a lot of boats would came r~t up there.

HI Well. Restor lumber CaRpany built two of their own boats rigbt in Barasa...
two big. they called them lumber hookers.

II Whm-e were they eb1.pping that...

HI Well. they'd ship l\ab.. anywhc-e around the U.S. that went out by water...
end then it went out by rail also...it I don't r~~er wrong same ot their
pine even W8Dt to France,pine lumber.

II Did )'OU use to see -n running, dancing, across those lop and trying to get
th- in order'

Ra No. usuall,. when the,. ~ that close the,. _4 like the,. called it . pike ~le
long about a 16-toot pole e4 a mot on, you'd bit t~t on a log, 8ee, hoc*:
the log with it and you'd sort ot steer it oyer that chain. tbat chain what
they called it a bull chain wet up into the mill.

II That man made same money, didn't he? Th~8 ~8tor.

Ita And then tbe kids spent it all and he died in the poorbouae...tbat's right,
they went broke...they had their own baseball teams and they wm-e bidding on
rooster t1ghts..~y dad told me about it, he remembers them good, he worked
on that mill 11 years in the 8ummertime.

II What WBS it like working in there?
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R: W81l. I guess they worked fram 6 o'clock in the morntng to 6 at night...you
worked. you bet.

II Was 1 t noisy in thc-e in those days?

Oh, yes. just like any sawmill n~, they're the dickens...they had a 400 horse
power steam engine in thm-e...the belt on it was 4 foot wide mid the pulley was
36 foot across...just DDagine a wheel like that...mld that run the wbole mill...
and they bad two big circle s,-s, one on top of the other...one set up high...
the bands weren't, well, it was something ne. yet, bandsa.8, they used circle
saws when they cut those big pine, you kn~...they'd cut a lOQPOO feet a shift

of l\DDber.

RI

They didn't have a night shift thm-e, too, did they?II

No, no, they just run a day shift.R:

mill in Barega..I. Quite a place.. .and then here's another

Ra

II:

Tba t' s Baraga L1Dber Oalrpany .. "l. *

That was owned by lAldey Hillyer. eh'

Ra Yeah. that's the one that where All-Wood is now. but all of this tras and ev-
erything is taken out of there. that's all gone now...you notice this is lower
down right in here. ..8ee. well. that' 8 where they went out with the horse and
a wagon...and like I said that one that switched out like a bunch of railroad.
it went way out in the yard...oh. I wouldn't say quarter of a mile but two-
thirds ot a forty. it went a long ways. you know. with that lumber...see. and
then it would dry out through the summc-.

II They must have bad a big yard there...l heard tbat a lot of wbat is now Bara~.
you know. houses and tbat. that was all lumber yard at one t~e.

RI Yes, well. where 41 is now...the road never went...well, you know you turn
down where I told you that saloon ls, that was Main Street then, and that was
the D8in highway-

II And 41 Ran't eYen thmoe. that was all l\DDber yard.

RI That was l\DDber yard then.

I. Well, nothing' s left of the Nestor Kill, is there?

Ra No...that's right where that Gitche Gumee gas station is now...just beyoDd that
was the Nestor MU1.

II When did they take that out. boy. that was.. .tbat' s quite an establisbment there

WI Oh, say, around the 1920s or early '20s, something like that, they took that
out...a tella by the name ot Clausen, they went haYWire, and a tella by the
~ ot Clausen took it O"rer and he run it a couple ot years and the cr. wmt
OD strike tor higber wages and he coUldn't afford to pay those high wages...he
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shut the mill down and took it all apart _d D1O9'ed it up to Alston...1 rSllsn-
ber when they w..e hauling that big wheel. halt at a tme. see. it was in two
halves. that big wheel'.

When was this tbat be did that,II

Well. right arowd 1<120s when he hauled that...they ~d about six team of hor-
see hauling that half a wheel on a sleigh.

HI

:Drly'20s?II

About in the ~ly'20s when he ~ed tbat...say right arouM lCPO would be a
good guess.. .when he mOV'ed that up to Alston. set up the mUle

Ra

BOw about that...got some pretty good pictures here...remember that?II

Oouldn't anYbody els8 tell you any stories about then mills,Ra

II Not like )'Ou.

Ra This looks like Pelkie. don't it'

II Yeah. it is...1 understand that' 8 Middy...

Ita Middy Gauthier' s old saloon over there and that' s Gauthier' s store.

.Alphonse Gauthier' s store next to it on the right band side. this is Picture
No.1.

:r I:

Hz Yeah, and that's the old, that's the Section Bbuse.

II What was it like in this saloon, in Middy Gauthier' 8 saloon'

Well. ~ll tell you a story about that..~ny years ago I was about. 1 don't
kn~. tour yeers old and my mother snd dad were coming in on the tre in and my
uncle. this Uncle Matt. be went out there with s team to meet theB, the train
came in around 1 0' cloak and I went along to Pelld.e tor a ride and he took me
into the saloon to sit by the stove where it was warm" this was wintertjme...
and I rsnsber- there was a big mirror on tbe wall and maybe a half a dozen guys
standing at the bar drinking beer or whatever theyw..e drinking. ..1 remember
&itting by the box stove...and that's a long ways back, probably about 1908 or
so.

HI

18 When did they take that building down,

RI Oh, saloon they call that and then Matti OJa used that tor a warehouse, see,
Matt Oja used the store now where that Co-op building material is...he also
bought Alphonse Gaut~1ir' s store.. .and then he moved across the road and...

II: Was Tan Bond' 8 in Pelkie at the same t.,

Ra No, no, no, yeah, they were there ahead but they were where the Post Office is.

I. But at the same time,



:a"l' 2188

Yes, there were two saloons in Pelkie...I'd say about right about 1930 or so
they took tbat saloon down.. .'cause they just kept oil barrels and hardware in
there...they called it the saloon warehouse.

HI

Here' 8 another picture of Pelkie.II

That' s Ruona' s store right th.-e.HI

II Wbat was it like inside there?

Well, it was...1t looked like Xarrakko, you've been in Xarvakko' s, it was a
store like that on the inside.

HI

II You mean, there was little room and a lot ot merobandise...

HI That's right, hung up h~, it w.s high to the ceiling, hung along the walls
and everywhere...horses' harness and horse collars, you ~~ it, all them
country stores had everything, you could go and buy a horse collar or a har-
ness or parts of a harness or...

It Tools'

RI .Axes and saws and all that lumbering tools.

II Be had same clothes in there, too, didn't he'

HI Not suite, but.anything in the line of work clothes that you wanted to bu, like
overa...heav,ee.el pants, overall jacketa, and overalls, you name it, the,
had it, everything...the line of dry goods.

II: And acme food'

Ra J'oodf: Bv'erything...you could even buy a halt a c~ at a t.1me it you wanted.

II Did you ever look in that old med ioine chest they used to ba",e?

Rz Those there famous Finnish medicinesYes...what wes the name of tbat. Selma?
they bad years ego.

Sa I don't know...! wasn't here at the tDDe.

Ra rt was about maybe that high. that wide. and I remsnber there was Ibtfman
drops and 'Japanese °\lin it and Ward's liniment and...White liniment. I re-
member. . .Balsam ot Meer...l torget all the d itterent n8u.s.

II What are these HOttman drops'

HI They were supposed to be tor 8 cold and there was 8 lot ot ether in them...they
bought ~em and drank them instead ot whiskey...they Ddxed it with water and
you could smell that guy 10 teet away tran you when he W88 caning.

II Oh. it was a liquid.

R..: Yes. it was a liquid, they called it Bbtfman...
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II Ii)w was B:>tfD8n spelled' B-o-f-f-m-a-nf

Ra That's right. that's about the way it was.

It I heard that stuff really used to st ink.

R1 Yeah. did it 8V'er..eD1St haYe been 9~ ether or sanething...you could smell a
guy a long ways off especially it you passed.. .:avert could tell )IOu the s..
thing.

II What was that Wh1 te L1n_nt like'

HI That was strong, that was about 75% alcohol, they used that D>stly for rubbing
1 ike a horse.. .horse would sprain his legs or sanething like that they used
that for sort of a...

Sa Wasn't ita thick liquid like milk!

HI Yea. _d lot of thsn would drink that. take a tabl_poon of that into wat..
and drink 1 t for a cold. you know.. .and S8D8 w i th that Ward' s Lin Dent. that
W88 strong. you knCM. you coul d n8V'" dr ink that pure nobow. it burn your
tongue out of your IOOuth...they'd take a teaspoonful of that and put it in
half a cup of water and drink that for a cold.. .oh. we had all kinds...1 8V'en
heard of S<XD8 drinking k..osene with wat.. when I was a kid...yeseir.

:I, Brer see that?

RI
7 "l

It's a SBS pump, that's a famous gas pump...Coca'Cola, Kendall...that looks fa-
miliar.

II Laase Peterson's gas station.

R: By fl:)sh. that is now...! bought gas there dozens of tmes...don't look so good
n<*.

II Well. wbat are scme of the~ other buildings there in that Pelkie picture'

HI This is where...

II No.2 th..e.

RI

II

This used to be...
~

Kurtto' s'1

XI Kurtto's lived there but thsoe was...! think Gauthier's liYed thsoe. wait a min-
ute, no. Gauthier's, Gauthiso's...

18 Turunen 11",84 there.
'<

Yeah, but there was somebody else then now before Turunen... same of the Duquette's,RI
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I was a kid then. I just kind of remember the name. they built that. ..they bad
a kind of a boarding bouse and what-not. mld then Turunen was there for a long.
long time...aDd then they sold it to MUrtto's and they used it as sort of a
boarding bouse...and now Matt Oja's son livea in it.

J:'a Reuben Oja.

Ra Yes.

Well, there' 8 a building beyond that, too.II

That's the old Co-op...tbat's the Creamery, Pelkie Creamery...tbat bad a qpite
a history...1 forget all the DBme of all the managers but there was one by the
~ of Yr. Xannanen, he was lmCM'n as the Sturgeon Flats, he was one of thsn,
and there was ~ve Kalrtonen, and wbat was that there Larson, wbat was his name
now again...,ou can't rSD~~er his name' Larson was with him, tbat there...
doggone it, if I can rsnSDber his f:irst name, maybe I n8Y8r did know bis first
name, we always called him Larson...no relation to this one, he was a guy from
~l1DDet...and after that Nels Plough took it over...and he bad it there for...
untu it buttoned up...see, then when they built the cheese factory, why, they
sold their mUk to this Pelkie Cheese Factory. well. nobody would take the bo-
ther of separating their milk just to get the cream when they could sell the
whole works without, less work. so that folded up.

Rz

II The cheese factory folded up the creamery...

HI That's right.

II When was tbat about that it folded?

HI When it closed' Would you say about 1930s when it closed.

II And about the same time the cheese factory started or a little -.rli..,

HI The cheese factory started about that tine...just about.

II They bad some problSDS thm-e, too, didn't tbe)'?

HI Yes...tbat was carelessness...we'd still have that thc-e it the ~nagc- walld
have been on the ball...Pokela, that's his fault, that's wbat I've heard same
of the directors say.

18 That's what I've heard, too.

Ra You see, the ~pectors warned than to clean certain places up...three times...
nobcxly would do anything about it...tbe next thing they CmDe along and closed
it up...see. Pokela was mnaser of the Co-op store and he was Jllinaser of tbe
cheese factory also...well. he should have stepped on that ~nager in the
creamery, bad hhn clean it up which he didn't do...and that was a million dollar
business.

II Of tbe cheese factory?
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Rt Yes. he was, yes...he should ~ve stepped on that mnager over- there and had
h~ clean it up...SDd t~t was a Dd11ion dollar business for the Co-op every
year...that che~e factorY...mid first thiug )IOu knc. they shut her d~n and
n~ we don't have any cheese factory...aDd that's probably w~ lot of our farms
went on the bum around here. no place to 8e11 the Dd1k and they called her
quits.

II The cheese factory then was always a part of the Co-op,

H: Yes. it was owned by the Co-op.

II But the c~y was always a private deal.

H: Yeah, that was sort of a. ..f~ers got together 8Dd built the first one.

II So it was kind of a coopmoative thing at first but it becmne private and the
ownmos wmoe the people you Dl«ltioned.

Ra That's right.

II Good enough...I'm telling ,out you're a histortan.

Ra Yeah. that one looks familiar...that's when Matt Oja and George Yak! were in
here together and that's the Pelkie Co-op lumber warehouse nCM...tbat's be-
'tween...no, between 1925 and, say, about '.35 or so...that's whe P~ola and
Maki...oh, even Arvo Peaola wasn't in here...r~ember there was that Pesola's
store over there?

II In Blo. yeah.

R:a Yes, and he was in hmoe with George :ll3.1d. run that store.

II In 1927. the tall of 127. I knCR that date.

R.. I said fran . 25 on or something.

:II No, that's the same store that Ruona.. .when did Ruona start that store, he~
me on that one.

Rl .About 19...myb8 1914 or '15.

II That late already, eh'

HI Yes.

II L1.ke t~t would be the start of World War I.

HI Yes...it was W. Xlvi Canpany and RUona...see, this Xivi aanpany ~d...you""e
heard at that in Sbuth Range...well. it's n"'i's IGA no well, Ruona used to
~ve in Baltic long asP and he was quite a carpenter, 7 suppose he like took
jifto jobs bUilding, he was quite a carpenter. boy. it didn't take hbn long to
bu11d that store. I'll tell you that...and they probably...see, there waa a
Xi'ri store there mld they probably helped him out to get t~t store, that' s the
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waJ I aPt it f~ed. to get that store gping. so it was called N. KiT! Oam-
panJ &: R\X)na. that' s wbat used to be on the wiM~ shad- when it first start-
ed out...boY. did that store building go up in a. hurry...

.A.nd then RuoDB. bought out the Kivi Canpany ad it bec~ his store...II

Yes, that' 8 rigbt... then later on Ruona sold it to Matt Oja.Ba

Do you knCM when that happened'I.
When was it Ruona dia\...l924 when Ruona died...rSDeDi>er we had a new Stude-
baker TouriDg...and I kn~ Dick wet oyer with tbsn...l~ I'd say about as
close 88...'24 or '25 .he Matt Oja bought Ruona's store out.

HI

Didn't Matt RuODB, then, ~'ge a store across the street'It

No. that was Matt 0.1&. he bought out Funlein Chassell...s_. this Gauthier's
store was sold out to ~ in Cbassell...and then Matt Oja...

RI

When was that sold'II

Oh. SDlly. it was about 19...I'd sa1 1917 1s about 88 01os8 88 you Gould set
when Jlatt Oja took 09'er...around the end of World War n. '17 or '18.

Ra

World War I you mean.I:

WOrld War I.Ra

And Gauthier had that store there real MrlY'r.
HI Ye.. 'cause my grandfather built the building.

II And when WS8 that?

Ra .About 1 ~6 or '07.

I. .Attm- the railroad, eh'

HI Yes...it was down there by the SilT" Riftr, the first store.

x. Be decided to ~e close to...

Well. then when the railroad Calle in. well. thSl he built n~ the railroad.
see.

HI

I. Right...end then when did ~ke buyout this Alphonse Gauthi'"

HI Oh. about...right around 1912 maybe...and then 'cause there was a guy tlmt was
D8ne of. a 'Jew by tbe name of W~or...that was tbe l8~ger...he W88 a 'J~.
halt-'J_ish. because I know they were good frie~s of my dad. they used to CODB
him and his wife used to cane over Mre on Sund~ ~d v1Bi t and have dinnm-a
aid so forth...and then they sold out to Matt Oja right aro18\ probably '17 or
'lB...he bought out P'unke's store then.
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And Ruona sold to JIski.. .his store, right'II

No. I guess he sold out to ltitt 0 ja.Ra

II And Matt 0 ja then sold to *kit

No. they ...e in partnership together for a long tme end then he sold to Maki.RJ

Sa What about Pesola and MaId were together.

II That was afterward's, that was aftm-werd's...but thm-e was something 1nt..~t-
ing now, RUona was kind of a partner in Matt 0 ja' s store.

RI Yeah...he financed 1Iatt Oja to buy that store tran J'\1nke in Cbassell. but that
was on the <l.t. tor a long. long time because they figured it would h\not one
another' s business. I knCR that to a T...wasn't supposed to say much about it
but...

II I knCM. well. he told ~ that. too. Bill did.

HI Yeah. well. then ~u know all about it then...they bought out ell. Matt OJ&.
didn't haYe nothing. he was just a world.ng man. he had to ~t capital frail.
sanebody to get started...he was just a clm-k in the store.

II So Ruona really gave him hie big boost.

RI Yes, he helped him finance mld to buy it out.

II .And then Matt Oja...

HI Well. you see Ruona got killed in an accident back in 1 ~4 Up nMr Lake Roland
thmoe on that Lake ~land ro~ and then the kids tried running it and they run
it tor a c~le years and then they t~lly sold it out to Matt Oja...and then
Matt Oja sold his share to George llaki and Pesola got in with it. and that's
~ he got out ot the pict\n"e.

II So at one time Ruona owned both stores on the q.t.

Ra Well. yes.

II .And then another time Matt Oja CMned both stor~ but this the evm-yone tn. it

HI Yes, that's right.

II That doesn't do much &S tar 88 creating canpetition to lowm" prices. does it'i

R:

II Yeah. tbat'a in 1918.

HI Yeah. that's the old tarmer's store.
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Here' 8 BDotber picture of it bat..8 that like'II
'Just about like Xarvakko' s store. you reDSBber the old farmer' s store. just
like Kanakko' s store in Tapiola. just about the S8M.RI

This is when the railroad was hm-e yet.5:
Yeah. and the warehouse was in the back, they still U8e it tor a warebouse.

HI

Did you go in thm-e?II
Did we 8t'er go in there' alf' ot the time we 1 i...ed in there you might as well
say. we done a gpod shere of our trading at the farmer' s store. they were a

little bit cheaper.

Ra

I bet Ruona and Oja didn't like that Co-op caning in there very much. did

they. that kind ot cut their...
II:

No. and then thC'e was a lot of friction. Urho a-ikainen told me. be'tiween
those f&rm&"s which wasn't fair...the maDBgar would sa1 so to this tell..
11'11 giTe JOu so man1 sacks ot feed, so muchl.. .well. they had a set price,
JOU knc.. sa1. $1.50 a sack, JOu know. well. if the next farmer bought. say.
10 Backs. well. he'd giTe him quite a cut, JOu knc., there got to be scme
friction between tbose farmarB...

R:

Unequal pricing-II

Yeah, about the price, well, then fiDally the directors, I guess, finally got
together and decided, well, IW.'ll _lce a centa1D price, w.'ll make a protitl
and I guess that sort ot s.ttled that...which wasn't tair now supposing I sold
you a box of, sack ot. oats tor $1 md to saD8body else it was 75~. ~ ,ou
wouldn't like tbat if you heard it that the next one would buy it tor 75...
there was some friction there tor a couple years but...

HI

%1 You me8D it got pretty hot, eh,

Yea.. t~y tiDally straightened that out, all right.Ra

.And then they developed a standard pricing policy.It

That's right. that' 8 right.Rs

So one reason the Co-op kind of' turned fran the or igiDal Co-op 14- into ~e
of' a protit-making store was because the termers themselves used to set jealous
and hot at one another setting things at dittenent prices.

II

R: That' 8 right. yoU oan't blale then.

No...and you can't blame the board of directors for doing wbat they did. either.II

B'a No sir, they did the right thing, they set a standard price or 80 and then ev-
erybody paid the SeDm thing which was fair.

II But they really got tbe business tben.
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lf1

II At one time they had three stores going.

Ra

II

RI

II

R, That' 8 right, that' 8 right.

II

Ra

1:.

Hz

Yeah. 'cause you gotta have cash.
'f,

Well. that round up his bus !ness a lot.

II You gotta have cash to do 1 t.

Ra That' 8 right, 8ee.

II .And he bu 11 t up a gooo bus iDees

RI
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look what ~u didl and he dropped right on the road there.

II Be bad a bad heart.

Ra ~art attack. ..he had kind of a bad heart.

II Kind of excited ovm' that.

R r suppose.

II So then there was Matt :Oja's store and the Co-op competing tor the syailahle
business.

HI Yes, at tbat time it was the farmer's store, you see the name on...

18 Then tiDally Matt Oja phased out, he couldn't caupete with the Co-op.

HI No.

II Part1ally because ot his own practices and partially because tbe prices wm-e
cheaper at the Co-op.

RI Yes. yea.

II When d id he end his bus mea s there,

HI Right around 19...right around 1930.

II

Ra

II Then he wmt into logging with Turunen. right,

HI Yeah. yeah.

II

HI

It Darn right no.. ~nna Oja was the Section boss.

RIa
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(
Something happened that he lost his job, wasn't it a kind of a...~II

There was sane friction sanewhere or sanething md he lost the job, well, then
he bought tbat farm, see.

Ra

Right across from WalDO Man t na' s.18

Yes, Waino Kant Ua owns it nowR:

II And he W88 farming...

Ra

And so llatt started 'Very h1lnble origins as just a farmer' 8 boy, right?II

R:
'1'hat's right

II Mrs. Pel to'

Well. during the Depress:ion she was like a midwife...and she donated a tbou-
sand dollars...there got to be some friction in that first church and she do-
nated a thousand dollars toward building a new church... I even made a donat ion
by lett ing the farm..-s Use a couple of my trucks to haul sane 1\DDb.- wherever
they bought sane lumber...and all the farmers and. not all farmers but members

JDMegot together and built the church. see, and there waSAgpod carpenters around
h.-e. they built the foundation. pretty soon they had a church of their own
oyer there .

HI

Is Who was this Mrs. Pelto, Dot Alfred Pelto' 8.

Ra No, no relation ~t all, just that SalE name.

II Another one.. .do you recall the circumstances in 1932 when they did have tbat
split' Do you recall wbat you hear about it'

R: No. I can't...1 didn't belong to the church. 1 can't tell ,ou what the fric-
tion was all about...

~
Because most of those people are deed. I've sot a little

18

Ra Where the door went into the warehouse in the middle. you wouldn't see the
door it'd be behind this lady-

II 8'0 one long wall in...
Ra -s all canned goods, you knc...

1'8 ...in Ruona's store.

RI NO. this would be at JUnke's store tbBt ttne..~tt Oja's later...tbBt looks
like Matt Oja's old store or lUDke's old store...thia is Ruona's store.

II Did you ever go up . ith the old man and have a cup of co.ftee'l
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HI Once in a while..~oatly with tbe Mrs. would come and iDvite me...sbe'd tell

me, '~, tulee kahvillel (ICane for coffeel )...I used to repair, I was a, in
fact I was the only mechanic around the country. ..once in a while their car
would break down, I'd go over there and fix it. well. s~'d c~ and get me
and tell me, lCame and ha~e same coffee'.. .ahe couldn't speak hardly any BOg-
liah but she'd cane and invite me for coffee in tbe afternoon. ..Mrs. Ruona.
that's BU1's ~ther...those good old horses, they...

II In those days business was, they were really nice to their customers because
they depended on them, too.

Ra Yes. you bet... now this. I don' t know who tha t r~ 1 y 1s.

II Do you rEiD.elDber Turunen' 8 mules,

Ra Yes.

II Do you rsnember anything they ever did'

RI Rb, I can't remember only that they were mules, they were kind of mean, tbat' a
ab~t all I can tell )"au, I was a kid going to scoool then, )"au know, tbat' s a
long ways back...but I r~lJi)er the mules, he bad then when he lived right
there in Pelkie between.. .there was a barn in the back of the house over there.

II You eyer drive a logging truck like that,

Ra Lots of them, I had no leBa than four of them.

II What was it like to drive one of those, that' 8 a '35 or 8 '36 70rd.

HI

II What's it like driving one of those?

Ra Well. tor one thins you ad DO brakes on your trail you had to 8O?down all
the hills. you had to be cautious and you made sure you shifted into "duel low
before you started bruins over the crest so you got to go down slow enough
ad you kept up trying to bold it but it would gradually pick up speed if you
w.-e going d~n the hill. ..and where th.-e were curves J,!1 the road you had to
slc.- down because you could tip that big load ot 10JtP~tty ~y. ..and like
when you come to the hill you usually had a. well. you got to where you'd
learn your hill. wlBt speed you could make it in, if you had to go in duel l~
you'd start her t~ the bottCD. because you could never shift her hardly on
the fly...that took a chance ot breaking the rear end...in tact. I got one ot
my old' 31s lett yet and I got a '33 lett... down hill there.

II Do you rsnember Urho :i1-ikainen?

HI

II
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try to ded icate this to him.

well. his dad started out with...this rella's barn and raised on a f~...and
his dad was sort of like ~. they call it a truck farmer. you know, he'd raise
vegetables and he'd peddle thsn down to Baraga aroum... in the w intert iDle he'd
go dc.-n with a sleigh load and Urho worked on the farm with his brothers...
they had a good sized dairy f~...tben it got to where some of them died off,
the brothers, the parents died, you know, and same of the brothers 8OYed 8W8y,
one went to Chicagp aDd one to Alaska, aDd then urho got left with the f~...
and they built a new barn there and...tben there got to be same friction with
the wife and the brother and they come back trom Chicago and they took the farm
over and it didn't work out and they in other words kicked Urho out of there...
and be start ba-tching here and there and be worked in the woods right along,
you know, saw ing logs or whatever work there was tp do, DM>stly piece work, aaw-
ing logs. and that's when he was trying to collect that history for t~t book.

Ra

Oh, this was in the later days when he started this history?II

1\. Yes, yeah, after he quit the farm.

Do you rSDenber him ever canins over tor a '9'lsl'"II

Be used to c<D.e to my mother' s and aak hm- all kinds of questions because my
mother was one of the last old-timm-s around here...and he'd come over md get
sane history tran her.

Ra

x. Would 100 listen to th~ talking'

R: Sometimes, yea. when Y was home.

II Did ,ou 89'81' bear him tell any stories'

Ra I'd bate to start to tell you all of the stories tbat I know that be's told me.

II Can you r9II.Ember any now'

RJ I'd have to think tor a while which is a good one.

Do you rsnember him wben he used to work tor your dad?18:

HI BBrdly. I was too sDBll then.

II Did he ever work for you'

HI Yes. he made ties for me long ago back 1n the Depree.ion days. he hewed acme
cedar ties for me...back of liize1 and then he took care of the cattle for me
here one week while I was gone to Chicago...and he helped me make bay a couple
of t:imes...he was a good worker and like running farm -chines. well. he can
run anything.

x, Be was a "'..)" good worker, wasn't he,

Ra Oh, yes.
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V"Y bonest man, too, wasn't he'II

Yes. bonest as the day is long.!II

You can tell that about h~.18:

Ra I guess so.

You knc.. it's just he's S) honest tbat he almost hurtsII

Then just a few .,ears back before he got laid up, well, he had a CbeTrolet
truck and he took it oyer, I'm not going to mention the name. to a fella'.
place over there. he was supposed to be a mecbanic and he couldn' t 89'~ get
the cylind.. head off and he bad bars and what not trying to pry itott...
well. finally Urho got disgusted and he come OYer and asked me if I'd fix it
for him...I said. -SUre so he had somebody tow it over hc-e and we looked
it OYer and CC1De to tind out he had a bolt left...one bolt left in the mid-
dle of tbe cyliDd.. head...and that' s why be couldn't get tbe cylinder head
off...so we took it oft h..e and I ground the valves for h~. we put a set
of rinss in it and...in fact. I didn't charge him anything tor it because be
bad helped me many t1me8 around here...an)'Way I tixed the truck up tor him...
we used to go a lot on, out on, a lot of t}K)se to\a's together. you knc.. aI¥i
he was collecting information for his book...I'd take h~ around because I
had that four-wheel drive...and he's the one that shc.ed me that th..e csne-
t..y out in the woods. you know. back of' Kenton...oh, it's just like going in
to the wild woods, be showed me where all them tombstones and so forth are...
othc-wise I'd have never known where that was if' he wouldn't bave showed me
that cSMtery.

HI

II Is that where you learned a lot of your history?

R: Yes. through him.. .and he gave me a lot of' history of' SC8.e. he'd track it
down. like there' s a f'ella used to over what they c~led Nelson' s Siding
which isn't anymore. that's on the old Mineral Range Railroad. he told me a
story of' that he tried to track down...there was a f'ella there by the name of'
1oe Moon...he must have been a well-educated guy because he had a compass and
a transit and a lot of' good books and gpod clothes...he had a good. a well-
built cabin...and the DBn disappeared. like the door was lef't open and he
walked out in the open space and nobody ever heard of' whatever happened to
that man. not yet today. nobody ever kn~s what ~ppened to tbat DBn... it' s a
mystery. ..he just. like I said. disappeared like ~ f'ell out of' s ight...and
Urho's the one t~t tracked that history d~n end gave it to me...that's scme-
thtng no and he bad also told me of' a story tbat he tracked down of' a f'ella
living right on the edge of Sliver Mountain...1 never tn. that there was a
little f'~ on Silver MDunt&in...a f'ella name of'. Swede. by the name of' Peter-
son had a little f'arm there.

II Right OD Silver Mc>untain?

Ra Yeah, right on the edge ot Silver Mountain whm'e it peters out, you knc., into
the Plains...and he had gotten sane free apple seed from the Govermnent. or
seedlings, and he had planted a lot of apple trees over there...but then a
tire Came along and burned up the apple trees so t~ t' s wh)' there' s no apple
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trees in that spot...this same Peterson...same of the nati~es up there tound
him d_d on the edge ot Sil~er Ri~er...apparentl,. died ot a hart attack long
ago and I got that story frcm Urho...thoogh he done lot of hunting to get that.

:& did...&8 you recall, you knCM. in your...just the knowledge ,ou ba'Ye of the
c~'U!.1ty hmoe and that. wb&t do you think happened to all this historY' Be
told me. l'ye heard many stories, many stories. as to wbat happened to it so
it you can shed a little light on that...

II

That W88 about in 19...Ra

II '28, it says.

If: Yeah. '28 or '29 Iw&s going to 8&Y-

I'~e aPt another picture of a steel bridge that was there, too, somewhere.II

Would you believe that bridge was about 16 teet aboye water tbat we had that
much wat.. in that river. )'Cu'd Dever belie.-e tbat. would )'Cut

Ra

That looks like scme kind of tcpor&r1 bridge there.II

That is, that is, see, that was built after the iron bridge was waShed out...
see, that really turned out gpod.

Ra

Oh, J8ah...well, these, you know, it' s good paper, that makes one big d1ff..ence.II

Yeaair. that really turned out spod.Ra

It must ba'Ye been kind ot a 8coiou8 op..ation cros8ing the ri'Yer in 8cme at
those d.~, right' I mean, 1Ou couldn't...

II

Tbat's the house that was hmoe tbat burnt down.R'a Do you be.. a picture ot that,

II NO. not that...that was r~t here'

Yeah, that was on this foundation.. .we did ha"fe the nicest haDe in Pelkie at
one time, my folks bad.

RI

Could you just look at one of those little piOtUTM with ym.1r glasses on and
let me...tell me a little about what theyoalled the homesteads.

II

Well. there was 8 couple ot tbe Pelto brotbsrs built those up that's ~red
Pelto'. dad and when you go down there :&1111 Pelto'. dad...they 11'9'84 in...

Ra

XI I think it was Ball Pel to' s dad, r don't think .Alfred Pelto' s dad was there, he
wee out t~ard N 1su1a, I think.

Ra I believe, as I r~~mber, both ot them were there because..

PART TWO

II In about a deer 8tor~
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Oh. well. anyway it was deer season and !'cml Michaelson was with me. we split...
he bad got his buck. oh. we were out mB.)'be a balf an hour and he got his. well.
then I fiD8.lly left him...we traded rifles...'cause I bad the small rifle, he
had the big rifle. so X took the big rifle then...and he didn't tell me he bad
low..ed the sight on it...I hadn't walked far and I saw a big buck ar¥l I amt
and I shat in between biB teet, biB legs. X missed him, 'cause I was standing
on a railroad trestle and all I had was six shots, shells, altoaether...so X
emptied the gun, I still didn't get my buck. I was always shooting under...so
I had to hurry up to where Tom was dressing the buck that he had shot and I
got the _11 ri1'le back which we probably had about twenty shells for it...
and I took up the tracks and I tracked tbat buck, this was in the forenoon
until late afternoon. X must bave tracked him about...I don't kn~, in the
ne~borhood of 2t miles 80 finally when I saw h~ go over a windfall I shot
and I got ~...well. X didn't dare leave h~ on tbe ground because there was
an awful lot of coyotes in that country so I kind of dragged h~ up in 8D
8'fergreen tree, X had some .ine with~. I tied him up in the tree at night.
I had no compass along but I bad a general idea which way the camp was tram
there...so X sort of made a, I'd break d~n branchea here and there so X could
find my way back...mid I found my way to the railroad 'cause the cap was on
the railroad at that time.

Ra

18

It..

Wh&~ railroad was tbat then'
"t

That'd be the M8na~ Woodeu.are Company...tbat was a logging railroad...and
it came out at Ontonason...and that was also Thaapson Wells Lumber Company
railroad, they were sort of a partnership on it...well, that deer was way back
about 2. miles f~m camp so the next day be ing Sunday the horses were idle so
J: took & horse and I put a barnes& on him and we took 8<De hay baling wire
along with us end I didn't take any whipple tree or anything, just the har-
ness, 80 we went after, I bad a young fella ca. with me, and we went and we
got that buck and we tied him on top of the borse. ..because there wene 80 many
windfalls that we'd be in there all day getting the buck hane, well, where the
horse could step aver the windfalls, 8ee, with the buck tied on his back...so
we sa~ed a little bard labor, instead of dragging it I had him on, you know,
brought him in by 'ring him on top of a big horse.

18 That must have looked nice seeing tbat deer on top of a borse.

R: I don't cere what it loOked like but we got him home an7Way. it ...about a. I
don't know. 175 pound buck...nice rack ot horns on it.

II Did you ever watch right around the bamesteade, lot of people. I understand,
used to watch r ~t in those old buildi~

R: I didn't but I h-.rd ot it.

II That was good deer country, wasn't it?

Ra You bet...it was all good deer country here...now, well, I did see a couple
this summer but it isn' t anything like it used to be. and when they started
shoottng all the does and f.-ne, wel;l that was the end of it oh. and I
forgot to tell you that whm my dad~'t"!ose camps on the Sturgeon he took the
the biggest dri~e of railroad ties. flat t~ber. that 8ger came down that
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r1?er...took down 20.000 r&ollr~d ties and 60 aarloaGS of fiat timb and
we had 8 bo<XD. here at Pelk1e. you 1Q1ow 8 sort of a dmn made across the r i'9'el"',
you 1Q1ow what a boom 1s, ba'9'e you heard, and we pullei all those ties out of
the ri'9'er and they were loaded on a railroad car. ~at' 8 when the railroad was
in Pelkie.

II WaB that between 1914 and 1918, do you remElDber the year of that dri'V'et

R: That was about 1916 when that took place.

II Do you r~~ber seeing all those logs'

RI I worked there every day while we pulled them out of the river...I'm not spinS
to tell you I saw !!! them logs but the most of th&D.

X8 Who else worked on that dri ?e. ..

R'~ ~ert work9:1 there and.

II ZV'ert Larson?

Ra Yeah, there used to be a telia by the name of Carl &DI~n that wwld be his
neighbor across tran the road there, you probably, Bvert talked about it.

II Anyone else traIl around this area on that dr ive?

Ra Yeah, a fella from Baraga by the name of Raleigh Ik-apm-, worked there...ad a
fella by the name of 1ohn Dahlstrom, he was frcm Baraga, they boarded right
hel"e with my mother then, he worked thm-e...and a fella by the name of Arvid
EnSDan, he was the one that pulled thsn out of the river with a pickaroon,
like on a pole and put the chain around them, he was a chainm E'9'ert drove
one of the horses, I drove the other one.. .and Suomineo was one of the guys
that pulled thE. up on the car and loaded them on the cars.

II Were guys driving thsn going down with the logs, tOO?

RI No, no, they were down at the boom at that tDne...but some of these same gu~
drove the timbm- down the r1Ter.

I. And that was the biggest single dri'V'e'

Ra Of raUr~d ties that 8V'm' cane down the Sturgeon.

II Of railroad ties.

RI Yes. and flat timbS'. that ever came down the Sturgeon.

18: But there have been bigger ari ves of...

HI Of lo~...sClD.e of those big drives my dad W8i8 the logger that took tMt timber
out...well, you figure when you set a million and a half feet of logs into the
river in one bunch that's a lot of loSS...that 8tretohea out down the river if
they Were even like corduroy, one after the other, wOUld stretch out down the
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riv.. a mile and a halt long.. .do )'Ou be118'V'e that. 80 much logs'

Tbat's s:>mething, and those logs were about how long at the time?II

!ram 12 to 16 teet...some 18s.Ra
If you w..e to take the logg.-a: in Pelkie and arrange them in order as to who
did the D>8t loging of the loming contractors. what ord" would you put then'

II

Well. my dad was one ot the big ones...and then Katti 0)1 and Turunen was the
last big one. they logsed tor 7ord, that came into Pelkie...that's the biggest

loggers.

HI

II And then Ruona a bit. but he was ~re...

Q,uite a bit 8JE.llm-, you know, like the Wa18, ths-e were many loggers but they
was in a small scale like Waisanen's would take out a forty or two.. .this Carl-
son they take out _)'be a forty or two in thew intertims but tbat was on a
smll8cale, all they had was, say, five or six men the ~et...where my dad
had up to t ifty men, some places more or lees.

HI

l'Te got a picture of h~.What kind of a ~n was Matt Turunen'II

Be was quiet.. .he was a m~ty nice guy, he was sort of on the quiet side.Ra

II He 1o1ew his stuff t though...

RI Oh. yes.

...in logging, d idn' t he,II

Yes. yes. he was good. ,ou bet.Ra

What kind of a -.n was he'II What about Matt Ruona'

Yell, he was sort of quiet...a religious, sort of a religious D8D but he was
quiet also...but a hustler...didn't take him long to put up a store or a
building or a barn...it seems as though it went up overnight...when he'd
build scxnething.

HI

..t about ~ dad. 'J'ohn G. Brickson'II JiM wuld you describe...

Be was anotha- hustler.R:

x. ~ JJ1U8t have been.

You betcha...he built a bridge over the river alone tbatt 8 Matt Turunen.
Ye~ you betcha...who give ,ou a picture of him. one of the boys?

RJ

II Rueben.

HI Yeah. that' S Itltt Tu.1"unen...tbat's probably taken risbt out in Pelkie at the
landing. . .t~ the way 1 t looks.
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II: So Turunen and Oja then started wor1d.ng tor big Ford contracts 1at...

RI Yeah. Ford L\Dnber Company-

Do you remember when Turunen was busted. ..he had some contracts broken on hbn.II

Oh. that was right aro\8d aft.- World War I when one of those...HI

II Right aro\ald 1920-'21 I've heard.

Something.. .right around '20 would be a pretty gpod guess.Rt;

II Do you r~ber that?

HI Yes.

XI Ebw did that affect peoplenWhat happened therat'

Hz Well. here's what happened...the mines quit buying. the mines couldn't sell
copp.-. they quit buying and he got left with a lot of logs and stuff on the
landing he couldn't sell. it'd break any guy.

II Be had all the contract wi th the mines?

Rl Yes. mining timber mostly...and when they stopped. you stopped.

II ~hey d1dn't have to honor their contract?

R: No sir...lot ot those contracts wC'e just oral contracts.. .like my dad bad one
with the Baraga L\Dnber (1xnpany in Baraga...! think it was $15 a'thousand tor
the logs delivered down there. 1 t wasn't on paper but it was just as good as
gold.

XI Scmetimes it was.

Hz Yell. at that time just about everybody was honest...as a rule the ~t of thsn
were.

II
T

There were very f~ written contracts in this ldg-contracting business?

R. That's right.

II Including with the mines, eh'

R: That's right. a lot of that was oral...lot of it was just like a purchase order
just ship so many oars of this.. .and they'd tell you. well. we'll use so many
cars through the winter. well. you always out 80 much ahead so that when they
said. 'We want a carload of ties or flat timber or that' well. you had it on
hand at the landing to ship out.

x, You told me once about Pelkie and Dunsmore getting a rough deal on their, the
first timber they cleared out of their, this homestead here.

RI Yes, yes.
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Can you tell - a little about that, I didn't get tllit perfectly straight
last time.

II

Well. see, D\1DSIX)re, he was a t88Dl8ter, he drO'V'e t~ tor the Nestor IDDbm- Com-
P~J, and William Pelkie, he was a sort of a forSlan down there in the mill
Jerd that's 1obn Dunsmore, that's his last years...in it, he's all ~...

RI

I. Continue with your story-

.And ~ Bold his pine loSS, they went down the r1'9'er, end he says that, 81'11
take all of the..eDk>Dey tor the...No. lB mid you can ha'9'e all the ~ney tor
the No. 2B and the No.3 lumber, you know.

R:

II ~ told this to...

To Nestor Lumber Compsny...well, they were, fixed it with their lumber grader
80 1 t was almost all lumber a aDd 3 l~ grade. ..see, they had a crooked lum-
ber grader. one that they could buy out...end that's how Mr. Pelkie got a
skidding... see, there's six grades in lumber...No. ls.. they fiXed it so he
didn't set pay for very much No.1.

HI

So he wasn't totally busted. ..on itII

NO...but be got a raw d~. I'll tell you.H:

Can you 8a7 anything DKJre about Pelkie. wbat kind of ~ be was,II

Be was a mighty nice guy. nice neighbor...and when I was ~1l I used to help
h~ cut. he used to raise a lot of cabbage and I used to help him cult1~ate
cabbage WhSi I was a ~ung tel1&.

Ra

I: Be was taming here, then'

HI Yes...aoros& the road tran us.
-1

Ii:Jw o~ he qui t 'III

Well. he got up to whm'e, he must ba'Ye been about 65 y.rs old when he quit
farming, time to retire, although there was no ~t1r~nt plans at t~t time,
but he had a daughtm' li'Ying in Detro! t 80 he sold his farm and his equlpnent.

Ra

II Wh- did he sell his farm,

About tn 1916.. .'16 or '17 just about, because I remember I used a borse and a
buggy to bring him and his trunk to Barap whm he left.

Ra

II So those two men were your neighbors. eh. these two?

R: Yes. Pelkie farm. yeah. they waoe O\U' first neighbors...this one lived OYer here
ad this one across the road.

II I hard Dunmnore was quite a character, old JDS1 Du--!LAm-ore.
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RI Oh. yes. he was all right...he was a nice guy...he'd help you any time yoo
needed help...it never cost you anything...and he was a mighty gooo teamster...
am the Smile with ... Pellde. you needed help ~u'd get help any time you
wanted. 'course we all. my folks always helped him back, too...you bet.

II Pelkie died in Detroit. then?

Rs Yes...he was staying with his daughtm:- and he bad made a trip downtown. when
he cane back the house w,es on fire end it was such a shock to him he dropped
dead. they said. right on the street.

II Ilnd ot like Matt Ruona did on,

Ra Like a heart attack or something.

II And ~e. he lived to be an old man.

B: Yesr. I don't know wmt his age W88 but he must bave been up close to So...he
died at hane over here.

II Do you nsnanber a guy nemed Kamppagus ti'

HI Yea, he used to liTe right down on t~t corner, the Froberg road cros~ing. he
had a little shack right there and when he passed away, why, when...see, Johnny
DIa1Tied a widow and they went down to Florida and Johnny, he died down in J'lor-
ida and the w!do.- came back up hez.-e and stayed here mld s~hCM' ha- and Bill
Narhi got g>ing together md Bill Narhi married her.

II W18t was hm- name?

RI 1ern Dunsmre then...! guess it wae Wright before that...well, then while
they wm-e faming over hS"e that there little cabin was down at the cornS" aM
I had a pretty big bulldozm- at the time, I still bave it, so they asked me if
I'd go and haul it up so they could attach it to thejr house and ~ke an extra
roan which I did...I went up there with the 'dozm- one afternoon and I, they
had it on sld.ds and I hauled it up and I pushed it up against the house and
they comected it together sanebOW' and made a bedroan out of it...made the
house a little b1gger, it's still thm-e attached to the house.

II Well. this Xamppagusti was quite a character. too.

H: well. ~~ he was a bachelor. he first lived out in Pelkie. I don't ~11
know whmoe. right whmoe the old BuoDa; house is thmoe was a camp tAel'e. a tella
by tbe ~ ot Goodell had & 11 ttle l\Dl1ber CBDI> thet'e. I was knee-height to a
grasshopper when that happened. and he stayed there and finally wben Xampp.-.
gusti was gone to the store or SaDething that ca~t tire and burnt up...so he
got a bold ot Salle l\BDber and he got permisaion to build this little cabin ot
his on Dunsmore's propmoty because he used to work tor ~re oft and on on
the t81'lD. and Dunsmore gave him pemission to build a cabin on the corner ot
his propmoty there. that's bow he got the name XBmpp~ti...snd then he did
a little gambling on the side. you know...tellae would stop in there. you know.
and chew the fat, he W88 a nice fellow, though. I'll tell you.
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Who used to go and gamble with him in those old...I,

HI Well. a lot ot these guys tram 110 would stop in there and semble with h~
BaDe ot the )'OUng tellas...and as a rule it SeSllS. tOOugh. he always came out
on top...made a l1ttle bit...and he'd. like I said. he'd work tor anyone that
needed a h~b- two. tm-ee days ar a week ar so. why. he always worked ou1t.
sart ot a handyman he could do DM>stly anything that came around.

II n, you JrenEmber "John WAhameki'

B'~ Yes.

Ia Be was a bit of' a barbm-, wasn't he?

Ra Yes. he even cut my hair mmy times when I used to go to school.

II What was it like to gp have hDn cut your hair, Whm-e d 14 he do 1 t,

H: Right in the house in the kitch~...set you down on a cbair...well. he'd get
the clippmos- and scisson and cut it...probably give him a quarter...that was
all.

II
~

~ cut m~t at'/lhe&ds around here, eh'l

Ra Yes.. .that was a SUnday chore for him.

II Oh. he had another job. ~,

RI Oh. he was farming besides and then he'd work out once in a while also.

II Logging.

B: No, he'd probably wark on the landing, you know, tor sane of the other loggm-s,
he nevm' did any logging, he'd work on the landing...thm-e was always lot ot
work on the landmg there tor other guys.

II You knCM that old Dm.n X'ahkonm who was the blacksmith?

HI BlacksDd. th, certainly, I kn- him good.

II What was he like?

R: Well. he was- a little bit on the bot-headed side...and he raised a big family.
he was a gpod blacksmith.

18 Be was a goOd Dan but he just bad a tEmper. right?

HI Yea. high-tSllpered...short-t8If4>ered would maybe be a better answer. but he was
a real good blacksmith.

II 'D:> you rElDember taking your horses in to...

HI
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when they'd put shoes on them...didn't take him too long to put a set ot shoes
on them...snd I remember one time I was pretty inta-ested in blacksmithing
although I was: ~1] and he said, .Well, in the s~tjme ,ou come here and go
to school ha-e I ~ber he told me that, you know, l_rn the bla~~ith1ng
trade...I learns} a lot trail him, he shows} ~ how to do a lot ot things...he
was nice.

'1.
II Be was quite a cbaractm-. though. he used to really get mad and things.

R: Yeah. he was hot-headed.

II Om!. you rEmember- an,,! times that...

Ra No. I can't.

I 8~ ...he would nally get D8d.

Hz No...sanetimes a horse wouldn't behave he'd hit him with a haDlDm' in the ribs.
all right...you know. with the side of the ~~81' and he'd make them stand
stUl...you know how they get a little fussy...otberw;ise that' s about all I
can tell you about him.

I. You ~d another character here, too. another blacksmith, BDil Pelto. old .n
Pelto. that...

H: Yes. he's down in Baraga...yeah. well, he bad a sort ot a blacksmith shop am
a 9orage. you know, and he run a bus one tme, we ~d a bus sm"Vice going £Iran
Pelld.e to 'R\.ncock.. .he bad made a body and he bad it mounted on a Model T ohas-
si~...to start out with...then he gpt competition, a tella by the name ot 1al-
mer Liuska, he bought a Rio.. .that was taster and a little better bus bOdy.
well. he lost out on his passengers, sure they'd ride with the one that went
taster, the Model T went slow. the Kadel T I guess top speed on that thing
was probably 20 miles an hour...well, they rode with the other one that would
probably get up to 4O...so tinally BD1l Pelto bought a Rio chassis and thSl
he mounted the body onto the Rio chassis so there was competition then...it'd
usually stop at the Kaleva, that's where they'd start out £Iran when they'd
leave town about 4 0' clock, I'd say. in the afternoon and they'd go by here
about 9...

II What about the old CQmmlnist activities in Pelkie'
the bnikki all tor a dance ever'

Do you rsnEmber going to

Ra I wct to just about all of the danc~.

I: What ...e they 1iket

R: Well. they were just like any other dance but lot of the meetings and that they
were always in J'imish and I couldn't understand thsn. I don't kn'* w18t the,.
talked about:.. ~ut thm'e was: quite a few of than around hm'e that belonged to
that organization at that time.

II In Pelkie'
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RI Yes...by the name of Pulkins was in ths-e...m1d Wayryns wes in there...and
!mil Pelto was one of them...Bert Lain I guess was in it.

II There was a Lytikainen.

Ra Yeah. yeah.

II Who was that. old Obarli.'

R: Charlie. wbat was the first name. he was way down thaoe. ..tbat' s about the
whole of It...of course I mentioned Pulkinen...he W88 down there on the flata.
and then a "Juntunen..."Juntunen..

x. And there wS'e scxne out tc.'ard Ii3mar. too,

Ita Yes. Uusit81o's.

II Uus italot

RI Matt Uus italo and 'John Uus1 talo'...

II .1nd out in Grist Kill'

HI I guess there was a tella by the name ot Lehto out there.

II .And out arotmd Xyro'1

HI We got to Wayrynen. he was in ~o at that 't'iIne.

18: That's 'pretty heavy church c~try tha-e.

HI Yes. but he was one of thsn.

I. ~t about Pine Creek area?

H: No. there weren't any around there...no. that was church people mostly in
that area...no. there weren't no Communists in tbat...

II What about Horoscope'

R: There was no HOroscope at that tDne.

18 What about right in Pelkie there'

HI Bm1l Pelto was the only one right in Pelkie.

I: Be was kind of...
RI ~ was: the top man.

II
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R: Yeah. there was a couple up in this area that I know, the Saari brothers, they
went.

II Which Saari' S wm:'e they?

Ra .Tack Saari.

II .And there were se'Veral more around Blo, weren' t there?

Ra Yes, but I don't rae!!lJ)er all of tha now. they talked quite a few into going,
boy, they fixed it so they never could came back eitber.

II Some came back. tboUSh...and they evidently didn't bave the best tDDe of it.

HI No.. .sane had like I say a, one-way ticket.

II Talk was in those days that old .11 was getting bounty tor thsn.

H: Yes, that's what we heard BnJWay, I don't know mw true it was.

X,

HI

I think that may have been rumor...1 talked to him the othm- day about it but
he was very UDWilling to chat about it.

~
Yeah. well. you see then there was K1iskela,. be was really the main kingpin.

I. Ob. he would ccme out hare.

Ra Yeah. and he'd 81'V'e a speech...because I r~~!!!her one time we were in thsoe.
they weren't dancing. they were just listening. I couldn't understand them be-
cause it was in :rimish and sanebody was making sane, you know. a little too
much noise in the back and he spoke in Inglish, and he says, 'Bay, you young
fell 88 , if you don't like it,' he says, 'just step out'...I remember that...
he said that in English, well, then everything quieted down.

18 Be used to be ~ite an orator. wasn't he?

R: Yes, yes.

II

R,

XI Well. wasn't there also sane around Berman, too, that...

HI

II

H:
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II Wasn't thm-e a w~n that'd cane out hm-e. too,

R: Yes. yea...1 don't know if I h5rd her name. she gave quite a talk j.,a Finnish...
she W8s)belonged to the Ccmmlnist Party or whatever it was...but I don't be-
lieve I ever did hear her name.

II She would cane here sane time and teach the children, educate thmn...

HI 'l'ry to, an)1Way.

II Do you remSDbm- the time they tried to take aver the Co-op?

Ra . little bit about it but I wouldn't make any commitments 'cause..

II You' »e not certain.

RI I don't know too much about it.

II One thing that I forgot to ask you before was when did that cheese factory
start? We aaid tbat aro\md 1930 it ended, I mean the creamm-y start, when did
the creamry start...you said around 1930 it ended when the cheese factory
Came In.

1\1 The creamery might have started around 1914.

II Around the start of the First World War'

RI Right around then.. .because a lot of people. there was. whoever was at the
heed of it I ransnber come around and asked different farmm-s if they'd sign a
$50 note so they could get sane Dk>ney frCD. the bank to start building it..emy
dad was one of the stgners and he lost the $50. they bad to pay the note be-
cause it washed up...all the first ones. I guess. lost their DX)ney.

II In 1930 they lost it or _rllao?

R: No. earlier. r tght around 1916 or so...i t didn't gp too good the first couple
years...started off gpod but lot of the fellas that signed the DOte. I guess
my w !fe' s dad signed the DOte and he had to wound up paying 1 t.

II !'hat W88 a lot of ~Dey in those days. too.

R: Well. was 1 t ever.

18 r bet they were pretty mad.. .but yet they got enough support again to...

WI Well, the building and everything and D.chinm'1 was all thm'e, it was eaS1
thm to get started.

II

Ra
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out in Minnesota tor a long time, or was it the Dakota' s...he kn~ the business
and he CaDS oyer and took over.

II They were making butter is what they were doing. right?

HI Yes. butter. and they made butter.

II .Any ice cream?

RI No. not in Pelkie hmoe they didn't

II Made butter and shipped it out on the Mineral Range.

R: Yes, that' s right.

II Well. farmers, they coUldntt make out too well then because all they could
sell was their cream.

R: Yes...they always had that test down, too, where the creamery made the money...
it you had a tour-point test you never got it, they always cut it down enough
to make sure they were on top...just like between those two cheese tactories
they have now, the one at n>llar Bay and the one at Bruces...at the one at Dol-
lar Bay over there they really chisel it ott over there...not that the other
one don't take their share. t~. but they aren't quite as bad as the one at
n>l ii r Bay.

II .A.nd then how d1d that cheese factory go when it was hM"e'1 ~ you said that...

Ha

II tA.~O'"Did they have sameAtroubles there'
I think.

There were only a ba1.t a dozen gu1B or 80,

Ra In fact, there was only about...four of thsn worked in th~e,

I.
R:

II

HI

II
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R: I don't know if there's much more I could say...that's about the most of it IremElnber. .

Ia Would you tell thE th97' re lucky the,- didn't have to live then or do you think
tlJit they miss something?

HI I think they miss sallething...that's what I think...it was fun grCRing up
around here...10ng ago...! couldn't ride to school in a school bus, I had to
walk...and no matter bow sto~ it was, we always aPt to school, I betcba we
didn't miss two days in a whole y~ and we had to walk to school back and
forth, same with lYert and them...we neTe~ bad no indoor toilets or anything...
a little house in the back...you bad a pail of water aM with a dipper in it,
ever)"body drank £'ran the same pail and used the s~ dipper and nobody aPt
sick and died..Jr guess we were a little bit tougher tbat t~ than wbat pro-

bably they are now.

II r wouldn't want to do that now...'course now we've gpt same of those virusea.
too. that ere different.

R: .And all we had was a big wood-burning stove, it was cold in the morn 1ng when
we Calle to scoool, the janitor would get there Dftybe a halt hour before
school, betore the bell rang...built a tire but it was cold when you got to
the school Sld never warmed up really till about 10 o'clock...then when they
left the school the fire died out and it was out till the next morning a~1n

in the wintertjm.e.

II Did you w~ your coats and that on in school?

Ra

I.
HI

II

RI

II Was the a",erage peson different thEll? Than they are now. the average man?
HI .A. lot more fn1end11er than what they are now

I. People used to Tisi t more, eh?

HI

x.
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Sure they would dance in the k1 tchen.HI

~t would be the Jmls1otII

Hed' an old Victrola...or else somebody could playa violin or it my dad
could playa TioliD.

Ha

SIDI ~O

We always bad a piano, my tolk8 d1d, somebody could play the piano, why,
always bad SCZ18 8181c.

Ra

II So you'd start stepping. eh?

Ra You betcba.

Now people don't danoe as much it seems...and you bad these danoes oyer here.
When did ,ou baYe these dances?

II

RI Mostly in the wintertime.

II At Punikki aJ.l in the winter'

Yes...oh. in the S\DJInm"time you ~d one just about 8981"1 ~turda1 night at the
Punikki ~U...that' 8 an irrigatca-. that n~. I betcba.

Hs

II Is that what you called it in tbose days'

We alwaJ8 called it the Pelkie Bl.ll but lot of tbsn like :lvert he alwaJ8 called
it the J'un1kki all. I rSDelDber t~t...he used to go there about eyer)" dance.
too...I neyer did Bee BYert dance...lWel,n, I used to dance with :lvel,n. all

right.

R:

II Who used to come out and play there?

RI They'd get 8anebo~ fran the CoPPS" Country with a piano-acoordian, 8V'Sl J':iDIDy
Contratto !ran Oal1Det would cane down, come d~n on the bus.

II What waa - like?

HI ~ was an Italian accord1an player, real nice guy, and he usually spent the
night h..e at my folks...and I used to work in the garage in the Copper Co~try.
my brother g1'9'e me a ride to tc.n Sunday 8f'8Ding end he'd ride up to the Cop,..
Country with us and take the streetcar tran 1i!noock to Cal\D8t to his Ixme.

1:8 ~ was quite an entertain... wasn't het

Ita Oh, you bet, he was a good musician, they used to 18Te him pretty regular.
then th81'd pick up some other outsider once in a wbile.

II Viola 'l'urpeinen'l

It: She played a few times.



B9'1' 2216

II What did she play?

P1ano-accordian...but 1:imID1 Contratto I thought was better...he played a lot

~re of the popular songs.
Ra

When people used to dance and that .m-e there 89'er any tights OYC" there like

the :II. 0 boys and...
II

.Almst 89'ery ~turday night someone got shined up, there'd be s~ fight about
s~thing...I n89'er kn. what it was all about but every once in a while sane-

body s:>t into s~ argument about scmething...yes.

HI

Sess like Pellde was a heck of a lot ~re busy and thm-e were ~e things

going on than there are today.
II

Well. just iDBgine. we bad three stores going one time, we had to be busy-Ra

Three stores. two saloons.II

Yeah. well, the saloons died out long ago, you know, but the stores, ~u know,
were all busy doing a good business tbere...all the farms were opera, in opera-
tion, there were no Taoant farms then, not that I know of.

H:

Of course the t8Dd.lies ...8 big, too.II

SUre, you bet...and everYbody was dressed well and got along good. plenty to
-.t.

RI

Saturday night they'd w-.r their white shirts.II

HI You bet.

Would thcoe be people bangingWhat would they do in town on a Saturday night,
BrO\lnd the t~n '" is i ting and...

I.

Yes...I neYm- was to ~ny towns on Saturday night, we'd always SO to the Hall
up here .

Ita

II
".

That's where ~st people went, was it just~g people hm-e'

R: Lot ot thsn ccme from the Copper Country d~n here to Pelkie to dmlce.. .Paine8-
dale end South Bange and 1i>ughton and Bsncock.

II That must baYe really been.. .how many people would be there then'

HI Oh. would be a 100 s~t imes...on a Saturday night.

II And in the wint..,

RI Oh, there'd be a lot in the winter, too...only that'd be mostly local people in
the winter because you couldn't cane through with your cars then, the roads
weren't Opml.
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Wben d 14 they bB~e those dances there'II

It'd be always on a Saturday night.Ra

I kn~. but what years. whml was that all put up'II

Oh...right around l~O, I would sa.,...or D.ybe before, maybe tl8...right after
World War I I believe that the., built it.

HI

Oh. in taat. they didn't take her down. theyAnd when did they take b8r down'
~ed it to X-eenaw BaJ.

II

A tells boU8ht it tor...it sort ot died out...wben the beer taYerns got in full
swmg, the Bill died out...there weren't ~ many who would cane to the Bill
m~ md...

Ra

When did these dances begin to phase out, what year?II

Oh. right aroum the Depr8sion times...that's when they started p18sing out.RI

II They didn't scye aloohol th..e. did they?

No, no...abOtlt 1935 it was just about a11waahed out.Ra

Alcohol was available hm-e during the Prohibition, wasn't it?
used to be a few bootl eggcos aroUlM1.

I heard thm-eII

R: Oh. yes. there were quite a few arwlKl.

II Wh:> used to -.ke moonshine,

Ra
c. ( ~ ;.ere.

.ell. there used to be a tell~by the name ot August Bohto. he used. I don't
know it he made it but be used to Bell it...and there'd be one down by Otter
Lake by the name ot ~ilanen...and Andun up there toward Tapiola he used to
Bell B~ ot it...a tell a up there when you go t~ard the d\Dp by the name ot
Dufo'n'...I guess he used to make it and Bell it...

II What kiM of a ~ 1s t_t,Dufour'

Prench...because, see, he was getting pretty old aDd sometime same of the ,oung
tell as would watch where be bad it hid, somebody would go and buy a pint, ,ou
know, and then when he come back in the oouse sanebody I heard would sneak
around mld go and belp thSDSel'9'es wherever he had it bid.. .°h. they do their
tricks around here. too...

:Ha

]:, And there were the Beckman brothers.

HI Yes. they were German...they lived up toward Waisanen's up in that area...l sup-
pose that ths-e'd be more if a fells Goold think ot all of then.. .it I rSDiSnbered.

II Well. that' 8 about it then, all right'

RI That's about it, I guess.
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