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Subject. Pelkie School History

Ida FitzpatrickRe81X)ndenta

C~ent8 J.

This 1a Mike Loukinen and I'm about to intervi88 Ida 7itzpatriok. We're sping
to be talking ebout, tor the moat part, Yda' 8 work in the Pelkie sobool. She
bas taught in the Pelkie ao}x)ol tor hCM man1 1881'S'

I.

Ra X never remember when I rettred...1926. I thtDk it wee 1970...yeah. 44 years.

II Forty-four years...wbat was your father's name!

Ra Matti .Anid SaarI.

II And whce was he trca in J'inland'

Ra ,,- -.N ~~~
AlajU'"Y1. J'1nlaM.. .Vaasanl8&D1 A.laj8ni. V_eanl~1. J'inland.

II Do you recalll bow his parente made a 1 iTing at the time. their oiro\D8tanoes'

Ra No. I don't know what his parents did...he wasn't...I don't know. we just did-
n't get around to ask aDd liTe otten thought about that afterwards...but they
must have been, I t1dnk they w..e tarmers.

51 BiS molasses cookies. and on the way bane, well. we, I'd stop in th8re, she'd
kind of expect me and I'd gp in there and I'd set one of these biS molasses
cookies, she kn88 wbat I W8S coming for ri~t saay...then I'd eat that cookie
8nd then set on hane, well, then, but then she used to make cakes scaetjDl,..
white cake, but 1: didn't like tbat when she'd offer that because she used to
make the frostins out of esg whites always, she'd beat up these egg whites
with susar and then 1: didn't like that 'c8use those esg whites were r.. but
I couldn't say anything, I had to eat then.

I: Raw esg whit.'

HI y~ know when JOu beat esg -hi tea how they to.'

HI Y-. well. I didn't know...

Ha And then she put sugar in that and she'd use that for frosting then...aDd I
still S88 1ohn. you know. their little. the boy, oh. yeah. aDd then Mr. Duns-
~e. you kn~. well. y-.rs ago these peddlars uaed to go arouM and then th_e
book sale .and then these book saleS8n. they'd 0(:88 in and want to buy
books and of oourse Dn-!!.-~nre used to like to read...end he had quite a few
books but he had already read them.. .and then there was this book sale8D8n
Game around. he wanted to sell Dunsmore a book and he was look ~ at the books
and Stine. then she taught the. her name was Christina but they always oalled
h.. StiDa...she spoke sort of broken bglish. she said. .Chomy. you don't
need no more pooks. you got 'nut pooks nc., JOu don't need no more pOOksl...
yeah. and then. well. then you see when he used to go out and pump that wat..-,
you know, in the wintertJme w ithalt a coat on. he did that to show up his eon.
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Ra Yeah. benefited tram that.

II

RI:

Na

HI

Na

I.

Ha Think ot what we are missing, eh?

It
Wbe.t they used 'to call

R: I: can't think w._t they were.

W, Not now but maYbe my brother Art would.

I.
Ra Oh, 18s.

!fa
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RI And they deli?ered bakery, too...we used to ha?e these people, I don't ~
wbo did that they'd go around with bakery, too.

Nt That was in later years, though, Ida. .~.

~ Yeah, that was later, bakery was lat«r.

But these earlier Jears when the peddlara came end then bad this one man tram
Baraga, he used to C08 with a horse and a wagon, he'd work tor the Grand
Union Tea aompanJ theJ called it then.

Na

It Wbat would he do'

Na Be had, he carried with him. you know. coffee and t- and Camled goods. you
kDow, like fruits, pears and peaches and all sorts of thtngs like that.

II Grand Union Tea Canpany-

Gi-and Union Tea Caapany, yeah, Grand Un ion Tea Canpuy.NI

II And he was on a horse and wason

HI And be was wIth a horse and wason.

About when?II When did your rather OCD8 to the United States?

HI You know...oh, to the United States...but, you know, know tor sure..Jr just
heard reomtl,. in tt. last t- Jears tbat Mother was l1'Y1ns when she said that
he had been in IIontana before he went to ~nada.. .so I: don't know about those
wander tnsa. . .he me,. have been in the Un1 ted Stat 88 but we came &8 a ~ily man,
you know, he came in 1905 to Ibughton and then the,. l1'Yed in R1ple, the,.
moved to, the,. made their bame in Ripley.

II What was - doing there at the time, to make a U",ingt

In Canada'Ra In Ripley!

Ibughton, there, Ibughton area. Was he working in tbe mines?It

Rb. he didn't like Ddne work...tor years and years he worked tor tbe Portage
Lake Ooal Dook...but I don't know wbat he was doing the tirst years he oame...
but he didn't. he worked a little in the miBes but he didn't like the at all.
he didn't like working in the mine.

R:

II And what W88 he doing OD the dock there'

HI Well, they worked there ord tnary, I can remember he was up on top ot the. you
know tbat high trestle...those little cars would go around and he wOuld empty
them. . .step on something and then they would empty down.. .into. see. they had
these piles then tormed and I remember see ing h~ up there. and then he would
ha~e to step on same sort ot a lever and that opened the doors ot tbat little
car. ..th81 were little cars on the tracks way up high. ..and then .heD they
opened that tbat coal went down and tormed a 80rt ot a cone ot coal, pilei of

t
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coal

II Be unloaded railroads oars of coal'

Be didn't load thG, he unloaded thG...J: wond.-ed wb.-e that coal c~ from
in the first place...I suppose sb1ps unloaded...see, ships used to came and
they used to unload those boats, too, boats used to came with coal...to the
Portage 0_81 aDd to the dockB...end they, I knc. that certain days be had to
work long hours, eYen S\mdqa, whm boats came 'oauae tbey ~d to Sllpty tbsn..
so I don't know exactlywbat he did but I do know he was up on top tbere...
because as he got older he tel t that be W&aD' t ~t en~gb far that...you see,
you'd haYe to catcb that car wben it CaDe8 along and step on it and then un-
load it...so then I don't kno. what he was doing but be was working there...
tor many, many, many years.

Ra

Did he mDYe out into this area 89'" or d 14 he.I.

Be stayed right in. they came to HOughton and ot course then they crossed the
bridse end went to Ripley...they bad friends there. they kn.- people tbere...
and they liyed in Ripley all the time.

Ra

x. And your mother, wbat was h.. Eiden name'

Ra Her name was Bilda Stein, S-t-e-i-n.

II And .~ was ahe fran'

She was trom wBb8'k)TO, vaasanlUni.Ra

II ...e they married in J'lnland'

Ra No. they _t in Canada.

II Do you rSl8mber where in Canada'

HI Yes. Copper Clift. ..in Copper Clift in Caneda.. and they were married thm-e...
and then they came to Kicbisan in 1905. the spring of 1905.

1'1 Was your father working there in Canada'

Oh, '1'8s.. but :I don't know wbat he was doing. ..but there he may haTe been work-
ing in the mine...see, that's a copper mining are~.

R..

II 1: see.

R: But of course there must be other th~. too.

x, It 80unda 80 traD the name...well, where did JOu sP to 8chool then'

Ra Well. then, see. I wss. where did I go to school?

II When were you born'
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y waa bOr11 in 19, .A.ug~t 31. 190.3...and ~, cd my 8iater was born in 1905. my
a18ter was an infant when they cse, 8M was born in 'January, and it I r-8Dber
correctly it poa8ibly was in May when they came...it was in the spring, tbough.

RI

And where did you So to school then?I.
Well. then when 1...1 went to 8chool in ~pley through the lOth grad... .and then
finished in 1bughton High SChool...Ripley ~d only tm gi"ades.

Ra

Do you remeDi)er any of your old t_ohers there'II

Yes. Kiss Mabel Burt...l bad ber. 1 kno. 1 bad ber in tbe second grade... then
tram the third grade to the tenth grade I bad Mrs.. she was a Mrs.. She was a
Kiss Linquiat...and tben sbe -.rried Mr. ~)~n who W88 principal ot the school
and taught in tbe hi~er grades...when he went into s.-.ioe then Kise Linquist
became the principal ot the school md she taupt in the higher grades.. .she
passed every time 1 passed so I bad her in the tenth grade then.

HI

What do you recall about tb>se teachers, your ~ries of th.tXI

Well.. .they were nice and M188 Linqui8t alW&J8 took a ~ery personal interest
in what I was doing.

Ra

II She was a '981'1 influential pereon as tar as you...

Yea-..if I wC'e reading a book SM would oane md piok up the book to see what
I was ree.ding, tor inst81oe...she was inta-ested in things, she sont ot, I
would 887 she sort ot kept an eye 09'm' 1M, I don't know why, but she did...be-
oause then lat.. on when I gaduated trcm }i)ughton she ins isted tbat I go on
to oollege. ..1 started working in the d~store, I had no intention ot being
a tMChC', going to oollege or eYeD going on to higher eduoation, I started
work in the d _store and sbe went immediately to Moth. ed led and ott..ed
to loan money 80 I could go to sohool, and they refused beoause they didn't
know it I'd hBYe a job, then, to pay it back...so then sbs went to Mr. Slattery
who had a store in Ripley _d also was a sohool board ~mber...and she got him
to go to Dad and Mother and he ottm' ~I1I!~;to can the money...well, they tigured,

_4I suppose, that since he was a sohoo er I'd be sure to baTe a job then, we
cOuld pay the Jlk)ney back, and so I -.s working in the d imestore on Saturday and
Moth. came in there at noon, she said, .You can go to sohool"...r. quit at noon
and wS1t the next day.

RI

II: Wow I

To Marquette...and I .asn't prepared or anything.Ra

.And )'OU didn't necessarily baYe a great desire to go. eYen, or...II

Yes, I did, but I D81'er intded, I D89'8r had the idea that I was going to be
a teachm-.

R.

But ,ou did want to SO to school. advanced...II

HI Yea, I wanted to do 8~thing else...I thought mJb8 I would go to SCD.e ldnd of
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a commercial school and become a, work in an office, that is wbat I thought...
but it' s a gpod thing Kiss l1n~ist r~ized tbat I would be no office girl,
look, I am no organizs tbat would b8ge been terrible...but I wasn't aware
of that.

Do you recall what ,.~ that was that you 8tarted...II

I graduated in 1~1 80 it was in 1~1. 8\mDe1" of 1921.Rt In arquette'

This was called Marquette at the ttDe, wbat was the name of the 8chool'II

HI r think it was Marquet'te Teachers' College, wun't it...it W&Sll't . univer-
sity.

II Was it c&1.led li>rmal,

llarquette Normal, tbat's right...it was a NorD81 school, called Nomal, Tea-
chers' NOrmal School. I suppose.

Ra

II: Ii:. did ,ou decide upon t~hing 88 a care~'

That 1 don't kno. either, 1 suppose she must have at the time when she loened,
offered the D>ney, she must have said that 1 should go into t_ching...l had
absolutely no idea of teaching. she neYer eYen told me 88 X was going through
high school that 1 should go on to t_ching... so 1 don' t ~~ ~ that cane
about. . .but 1 suppose 1 would go to any school that was atT~~...1 can't re-
mSDber having a d_ire to be a t_cher.

H:

It What were you interested in at college as tar as the subject matter was con-
cerned'

Well. first. of course. I 0Dl7 went six weeks...summer sohool...and then I
started teaching in the fall..JaY first sobool...

R:

You didn't WJ for a tour-yer curriculum?I.
Not then, no.. .and then I taught one )'ear.Ra

II Where did you t_ch firat'

I taught for the li>ughton District...li>ughton Scb:>ol District...I taught at.
what was the ~ of that place...I taught in Aakel...half a year in SUo. you
kn~ wha-e that corner is...s...u-o...as ,ou go frcm Onkalo's corna there was
a little school there...and tben the second half they needed a teacher aDd it
would only be half ot a. like four ~.tes inst-.d of eight that I was ba'9' ing
there so I went tha-e.. .tor the second half... in Askel.

Ba

XI But )1O\n" first t_ching was in the !i>upton School Dis'trict, do you rSIlEiDber
the sp~ ifi c 8chool'

Th81 were both Bbushton School District, yes, SUo, S-~...at ODkalo' scorner...
and then the other one was a country scbool a&&1n in Askel.

Ra
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II What was this school like at Onkalo's corner? I jmagine all the Elo...

Ba Yes. it W88: 8D&l1...it was one-roan...I don't rsnemer what the beata's were.
they must have been the same thing that all the schools were heated with.

XI With wood. wood stoves, yeah.

HI It's the tunnieat thing I don't r@m~mber a stove at all.

It .ADd this waa probably in 1922. then. right?

HI

II Were you nervous that first day you Walt to teach?

HI

I, Do 1Ou r~mber one or two of your Tery first...

BI I don't r~~er how I felt, I kn~ I walked from Ripley to the school to see
what it was like...before school started...end I know I enjoyed it.

II You walked frail 1Upley to Onkalo' 8...

Ra y~ corner...
II Which ie...hf:M tar'

Ra I don't know how Deny miles, you knCM you had to go up to Ibughton. did we go
through Pa1neslale, South Range, through SC>uth ~nge.

II I bet that' s alDk>st 1.5 miles.

Ra Oh, it CS1't be.

18 Yea.

Ra I don't thiDk 80.

II I'll measure that distance.

Ra It was fram OnkBlo's corner...and I know we came through Baltic, you know...
~ sister was with me...and Bbughton...yes, we bad to walk, there was no other
way, we didn't have ways of getting...we lived in Ripley and we bad no horse.

I. Did ~u walk that 89'ery day?

Ba Oh. no. no...the I St8¥ed. that was the first tjme went to go see what it W88
like.. .then I stayed at 8 family across tram the school. now what W8S their

name'

II Where Kujansuu' s 11"8'
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SalDd, sure it was salmi...they had two children, a boy and a girl...aad it
was across Iran the school...yes, I bad Art Xujanauu as a kinderBJ3.rtner.

Ra

II Do you r~a11 any of the ot»rri

Ra No. I don't recall an1 of the others.

II What w..e ",u going to say about Art, he was...

Well. he was my ldndergartmi etudmit. I taught him. and here I taught for h:1m
for 80 many J88Z"e. I e8Y. .Well. I had to see him tm-ough I retired whmi
he did...but. I don't kn~. it was interesting...and the Obristmas program.
again like in all country schools. W8 had to have it in front and use a sheet.
1OU know. across for a curtain. and 1 t broke.

Ra

Your first Chris_as progam the sheet broke'II

RI The sheet broke...yeah. the wire or the cord that we used broke and at course
the sheet came d~n so it w&en't too successful a pro~ but tbat was the f frst
one...well. followed by many. many others in other schools.

We'll get to the Christmas programs afterwards...O. K.. you taught at Onkalo's
com.. and then you...

18

Mt.. Obr1s~ I went to .Askel SObool wh..e I 5d the low.. grades...there
were two teachers there...the other teacher was Kiss Hakala...sbs bad been
there many YMrS and she was '9'ery good...tbat was in t22...md then in the S\DD-
mer of' '22 I wmt to the Normal. *rquette Normal...no. thE I went. then I
took that 8\DD1J81' oft and I wct to sc1k>ol...tor a year so I got my limited cer-
tificate...I WeDt to Normal asain tor a year. spt my ltDited certificate...and
then I taught in Shingleton...a school ot t- Munising District...and I talght
there tor two Y88r8...and then I went to school to yPsilanti...was that Eastern,
no. tbat' s not Eastern. is it'

B:

It Yup. it ~ .stern II1ch1~ NOrDBl.

BI I went to Ypsilanti and I got my degree there

II And that was in w.t 7~ that you got that degree'
'1

.

RJ No. I . I got my lite cwtificate tha-e...well. I waa thC"e oD.ly one
year...in tact. I was thC"e only a part ot a year...until March end I sot my
lite certificate the.

I. What y8.r W88 'that'

Ra I don't know...let's see know...'22 when I went to Northern for one year aDd
then I taught '23 and '24. that must hBYe been '25...no. '26 when I got it in
March..Jlaroh '26 because then I started substituting in Detroit..J4arch to
1une and I didn't want to go back...

II }i)w come 'I Didn't JOu like it there'
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HI Well. yee::. and I was lonesome for up hm-e...and we didn't have a }X)use yet,
we were staying with Tan' 8 sister, but I wanted to came back.

II

HI

II Where did you meet Tan?

HI In :MIInis ing.

II What was he ioing at the time?

Ra

II Do you recall how ~u met?

aa

II

HI

II

Ra

Is What was Tan doing in Detro! t at the tjme,

HI

II

B, In 1926.

II What did you do then?

HI

II a. did...

R.
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seen 1R6...and 8-0 when I came hs-e. I came here th81 in August of 1926 to see
the school end see the place.

II

Ra

II

Ra

II

HI Yeahe well. I went...

I. Wh8tte was the other school'

HI

II: Oh. in the very same location?

II

II

R:

I.

HI

18:

B:,

II:

HI

II

R,
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and then when the,...'26...must have been about ten years. ..let' B see, I don't
remember, it must be 'cause then I went to this other, it was albite bouse
bare that the school district bought...because the teacha-s then, we 184 six
teachers...the teacba-s then wanted a place here...yes, we lived ten years
there...well, anyways they wantea a place here where they could live and they
asked U8 it we would mOYe into this muse. this white house here where Rud1
lives n<M...1f we would 1OO'9'e in there and have the teacbs-s stay with us...
we bad with us...at all times three teachers. ..the others went bame...aDd...
that's all, the others went bane and then we had the thr- with us and my-
selt, there w.-e toor teachers in that building...we lived in that building...
I don't know bow long because then we c8me...tbeD Waino wanted a bigger place,
and so we changed wi tb him. we took this little bouse next to the school aDd
be moyed into that white house next to Rudy's across tram Y8ki's tbere...so
then we mo.ed. then we liTed in that little house until we moYed in here.

II: Did you 8ay you taught the lower grades?

Rz I taught the uppC" grades.

The uPP" gades in 1926,II What were the upper grades at the ttmet
'?.

HI Firth. sixth. 8eY8nth and eighth. ..1 ifth. 8 ixth. 8eY8nth and eighth

II }i)w old ...e persons .hml they started sc1M;)ol in those days. gen.-all)'?

I ~gine ti~e...generall1 t1~e.HI

II So most of your students were approx~te1y 11 years old at the t~.

Well, it they w..e .fl'ge, when the1 got into the eighth gl:'ade they would be 14.Ra

Or the youngest ones were 11 in the fifth grade.II

Ra Yes, about tb&t.

So it today, since it's 1974...so you taught all those people in the Pelkie
area who are 59 yeers or older today.

II

Ita ADd I'm beginning, and r already have sane of tbeir posdchildren.

.II so 1OU bave taught three S8nerations...ot children in the Pelkie area...that
is incredible.

But listen. isn't it also wonderful tbat a teacher would recogn1ze the tact
that I Gould be a teaohw...where X n89'8r 8'fer thought I would be able to.
would want to be~ove. even...and yet I was 8 great reader...X think it's won-
derful...aDi this one. she just died a tew y_rs 8SJ...her husband. :Mr. Dusgan.
wh- he Game back trom s ioe bec- Registrar ot Miohigan Tech and th87
li'Yed in !i)ughton...she married :Mr. Dugan. then. wh- be oame back trCD the
serYioe aDd they mo.ed to !i)ughton...aDd they're both dead now but...X Gantt
help but think that teach81's can inf'lualoe ohUdren' 8 11ves it they. because
she wean't Of'erly protective and she wa.'t 09'81'11 pleasant or anything like

HI
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that. ,ou kn~, th.re was DOne of that...and yet there 8he W88 ~~t all the
t~e watching, kind of watching, wbat I was doing...why, I don't know...but
X'd like to...

II She probably oared tor JOu tor some reason.

HI r liked her and I bad a good t!me,

O. K.. you .m-e teaching 1n the -.Uer brown buUdiDS. r:ight,XI

Ra No. in the bigs.. white one.

-bat was it like teaching in tbat little rOaD' In these one-room school hou-
ses, comment about it now, it's a completely different situation than exists
now.

II

Ra Well. ttrst ot all wbeD I sa. it, that was tbe ttrst COUDtry scbool I bad
ever seen...and when we C8me it bad been raining, the roads were poor aDd
muddy and clay...Cla1.~.I felt bad. I didn't know wbat I waa getting into.
I telt 'Yery. I felt like crying and Tan wet back to Detroit...you see. he
kn- no J'innish...nme whatevC', and _C')'body was talk, more or l_s. DX>re
people were talking J'iDDish thlD...be was so lonesome that he went back to
Detroit.. .but then at Cbristmastime I went to Detoit and be came back and now
you can't get him out ot the place...out ot Pelkie...but at tirst...but I be-
came so bU81 that. and people were wondertul...wonderrul cooperation...oh.
what is it like teaching there,...I don't know...you teach. it's like a big
tamily...thC'e's freedom...thC'e's freedom and yet they respect and are obe-
dient.

II lWer,one 8ays...ot the people I baTe talked to at lea8t in the Pelkie area...
that in tbose d818 ,ou didn't dere mi8behave in 01888.

Ita No, the parente got after ths then, too, see.

II so the classroom situation, would you say, W8S one more ot control in t88Ching?

Yt was control and it was easy teaching...because there was interest...and I
don't recall any non-readers...now. why?

R:

II Well. the l'inn18h people. as .8'.e talked about this betore. there bas been
tb1s tradition ot literacy tbroush the religion.

Ra Yes.

II I mean, eYeD very old peaaant Finnish tamilies in 18th and 17th century
Finland could read because that was the only way you could set confi1'lled, and
it you didn't get confirmed you wouldn't SO to heaT., so it was necessary to
read to set to heaven.

Rz That's it, tbat's right, and so tb87 all learned to read...'cause I don't re-
call non-readm's.

II Perhaps it was necessary also baYing 80 .ny different gradee in the 8c~01 to
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18"'8 ord...

.. Oh, Y88, 'YOU bad to have ord.. or 'YOu cooldn'~ do anything it you didn't have
ordm I can not tMch if thm-e' s a lot ot contusion...I ~'Ye to have it rea-
sonably quiet or reasonably 80, we'll 88Y, but I ba'Ye to, I can not teach it
thm-e' s too much noise... it sCDeone baa, you know, the wrong kind of noise.

II Was it lonely at tiDs, )'Ourself. did)'Ou speak Fimish'

Ra Oh. 18e. I'm J'1nn1eh.

I, In those days you spoke Finnish then?

Ra Oh. Y88. and I learned a lot more words tram Mrs. Kurtto, tor instance. 'cause
theyalwa18 spoke FiJm1sh...and at baDe there wasn't aa Dlch talk in Finnish,
in tact, my mother had to learn to talk Inglish in order to talk to hm- grand-
children, they can't talk a word...my siater' a children.

II Wbat about in the school .hen lOu ...e teaching there, .hat ...e tbey sp~1ng?

HI ~i8h.

II Wwld they 89'er spMk :riDn1sh in the school'

R: I don't recall

II What about the children during a recess?

Ra Well, eee, no, not in the upper gades an~re...but maybe in the 11 tt1e gadee,
I don't kDow, I don't remember that, but I know they didn't in the upper gadee.
I kn<* what you're thinking about...

SIDB ~

Ra: In the beginning I was wondering, we had the pot-bellied stoTe...1 had s~e
trouble with the person who was supposed to keep fire going and any times red
go and there ..s no tire. it'd be cold, and I'd seDd word and they'd came and
replenish it or, well, we had to keep it gping all day but they would cane and
start it.. .eventually, though, they gaTe up the jani tors hip and we got Mr. Oja' 8
tather and moth.. to take over.

II llama O'ja.

ft, Yea, and they were good then. ..then of course we bed that pail full of water..,
and we didn't ba~e a dipper, we bad paper cup' or we made paper cups...1 don't
remember tbat we bad a dipper tor general use...we bad paper cups, same sart
of paper containers, the'1 wer81' t r511y like our cups toda'1, it .e8Ded ~o me
tha~ they were sort of triangles or eometbing...but not all the tUne, they
were, we used paper cups...ot same kind.

II Well. wasn't it cold in that bu1ldingt

Ra It was cold, I got chilblains that year, it was cold...
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II Right out in the middle of the fields like that.

HI Yes, it was cold...the warmest place, of course, and there were two of thsa
was around the sto~e, it was cold...and I remember that, and then I walked
back and forth and...snow..~tber was always worried about that and she wa~
sure, she saw to it that I got tights, you know, to go through that snow all
the tDne, black, I can remember them, black onea, too...but it' s true I bad
my chilblains there and when we went to the other warmer school they disap-
peared...it was cold.

II Wbat are chilblains'

Chllbla1ns...your teet...they're sore, theY're painful and yet they itch and
theY're red, you know.

R:

II Oh. it' 8 tram them constantly being cold.

R: It starts tram the cold, 18S, aDd ot course the tloor was co14,

II There was DO heated basement then under the house.

Ra NO, no...we bad a love11 bell in the bell tower, but that wasn't used, we
used the little bandbell.

It Did they ever rtng that bell'

R: :I don't remember of it 8W'er being r\mg.

II Was the scbool used tor other purposes. too, .as it a meeting center or.

RO. well. Y88. tor elections...and yes. it waa...tor elections and they had
meetings...becauee...

Ra

II I ~. did Pelkie haveWhat kind ot meetings were held at that tjme there?
the equivalent ot T~n Keetings 89'er?

Ra NO, no, I doni t know of that...and they didnlt always meet there either...!
don't remember where they met but I do know that elections were held...and I
donlt r8l8lDber. recall. any big ~ting of any kind. maybe the churches took
care ot that. ..end the Co-op bad a building, too, that is now that garage,
you know. across trom the Poet Office...and there were elections there tor a
whUe and they did ~ld acme meetings there, too...upstairs ot it...but that
didnlt last very long either.

II So the school .aen't a ~~lty meeting center as..

R: NO, it wasn't a cnmmunity center as thi8 ODe is, no..;! can recall all the win-
4~8 p&'ttiDs yellCM curtains, the SUD 8hininS...1t bad a warm teelins, a cozy
teelins, eYeD thoup it was a large buildiDs.

II Y imagine that wood heat would &i~e a cozy touch to it. too. w~t was the lay-
out. I mean. where was the etoye in relationship to...
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R1 As you came in the door. there were two doors, one door, of course, tnto the
bail...and then the...wbat do you call the, hooks to hold their c~ts on...
as ,ou cane in...sort of a rectangular ball and on each side were these hooks
for their wraps.. .and then there were two doors to come tn, one to the right
aM one to the left aM you faced a large rectangle again...right at the end
of tbat rectangle. at the end of tbe building, was the teacher' s desk. ..and
to the left of the teacher' s desk was this big stoye...and then the chil-
dren' s seats and at the entrance side of the...next to the entertng doors.
not the outside door but the inside doors, were two r0<D8...one was sort of
called the library and one was just a roan in which they put things ..ay.
storage room maYbe, and tbe water cooler was at that end of the building on
a...like you would have a triangle on a piece of board and it was one of
these thinga that. water cooler, that ,ou pressed...I've otten wished I could
have gotten one of those things. I should have thought about it at the tbDe...
and of course a big clock. you know. like you bave, my k1 tchea clock is a
clock that I used and I carried it to .very roam I went to so I tinally in-
herited it...so it was tun...we had our Christmas programs...they came to
th- with lanterns. we had no electricity at first, we bad lights. we bad
these l~ps. you know, into the sockets.

II What kind ot lamps'

It: They bad a bracket.

II Gas,

Ra No...kerosene I 'hin k it was.

XI On same days, on very dark, stormy days...

Ra But that didn't last, I don't know, there were just a few. of those because we
did baTe electric ltghts then...but people used to came in, though, with lan-
terns.

II :for tbe Chr 18'88 program'

R1 For the Cbr1a'bDaa progl:"ama, they used to carry lanterns.

1'1 That DDlSt have been 8<D.etbing to 8.. all these p~ple cane in with lanterDS
to the little, old school in the wintertime.

Ra Yes, but tbe1 must ha~e bad borses, wouldn't you say? I don't remember
their c<D1ng because I suppose J: was eo Gaited about the program tbat...~u
alwaJS bad to ha~e that Obr1stmae program...and we used to practice in the
little school, the two teachers...and then the older children were alone.

II Do you recall wbat the first program W8a, that firat tme'

H: No. not at all. not at all...1 don' t recall any of those prosrams and Jet
there was one eYerJ Jear.

I. a. .m-e the seats arranged arouM the stove,
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They weren't arranged around the stave. they were as seats are.. .in rows.Ba

Very permanent desks.II

Very permanent desks.R:

Did the kids use to hide an.cos in the ink88l1,II

Y don't know...I neY8r knew that...I neTer heard that, I didn't kDow tbat.RI

I heard that they could put their 11 tt1e cheat-sheets in the ~el18.XI

Yes, I can see that but I n8Yer knew that...inaells, yes...and our first
duplicator was that selatin mold, do you remember that...a sort of a dupli-
cator like we have, now we have these machines that you just turn around and
you get 1Our copiee...but I can remember using that purple ink...fingers all
8tained with purple ink and making copy after copy and tben running it off on
that gelatin mold...it was a...oh, I'd say maybe about...maYbe 12 by 10 or
saaething like that...that type of a board...two sides to it...came together,
hinged, you know, where they met.. .that was a cbore. though, writing those.

R:

I I In 19.12. then. they built...

In 1932 they built tb1s buildtng...oh. and then we bad Mr. ~'s sister went
to Detroit...atter the first year...and then we had another teacher. a Mrs.
Lahti, in that little so}X)o1...now how long would we ba'9'8 been in that little
school, tram 1926 to 1932...

RI

Then you mDYed over into the b 1S school.II

R a To the b i8 school.

II Did tbat school seem very large at the time .heD you first came...

Yes, it seemed, it was nioe...and we were watch1ng it, all teaohers, of oourse,
connectc w ith the little so}M)ols, X supJX)se, w..e wond..ina if they were w;>-
ing to teach in that because they badn't chosen their teaohers until the sohool
was almost re&41 in the spring of 1932 and so}M)ol spened in the fall of 1932...
~d so we didn' t kn~ if we were going 'to t_oh in'lor ~t, or if we wouldn't
baTe a job at the end of t1Mit year...beoause all of those oountr1 teaohcos
wouldn't be needed...a few did lose their jobs...I recall only one, t!¥)ugh,
but there must haTe been others.

Ra

Well. who was teaohing in that soboo1 with JOu in 19:12'II

R: Mrs. Lahti... then she went to...

II Do you recall her first name'

HI Alice.

II 'Ia8 she the only other teacher?



:a"r 2 Z3 4

Well, sbe wasn't an ~iC8 Lahti when sbe taught there, she was Alice Yrkkola
and then she married...

Rs

BOw would that be spel t,II

~ would that be spelt, I suppose it was Y-r-k-k-o-l-a. 1rkkola. I think so.
I'm almost sure that's right.

Ra

O. x.. was she the only other teacher'x.
That' 8 all. there were just two of us but then. of course. all these other
country soboo18 bad their teachers, too...and the prob1D was who was going
to set into the new buildinS.

Ra

Well, at tbat time, then, or up until tbat time, you bad tbe Pelkie school,
the Pine Creek 8c}M)Ol, do you rea~her who used to teach in the Pine Creek
8cwol'

II

No...I kn~ the per. I can't raaber the name...I mean r can Bee the perB~
but I can't remember the name.

Ra

Thc-e W88 Poplar Country SChool.XI

Yeah. there was a Poplar Country School.R.

II ...8 Gi4dingB 8obDol out in BbrO800pe...

And then there W88 8 Pelto School up h.-e. I don't kn~ wbat they called it...Ra

II Pelto Sobool.

Ra Pelto ashool.

II In J'robc-g.
't

And tha a wallin School.Rs

II In &DBr.

And HBmar. there was ODe in Hamar.Rs

II That was the Wallin SC~ol.

Ra Oh...and the Grist Kill Sohool.

II .And 1 t ... called the Gr 1st Kill School t

RI I'm sure it was...1 have the names of the scbools r~t here.

II ADd waan' t there also one in ~o'

Ra I don't think 80...1 don't remember a school. maYbe there was but I don't re-
member that.
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II O. K.. I'll check that out.

Ra
Sylvia

II Yeah. I believe so.

R:

Ia

I.

Ra Yes...of course you've got that picture.

II

'HI

II .A. r~ of busses.

Ra

XI

Ra

II W..8 therec windows on thE.

Ra

II Wbat kind of benches did they baTe inside?

Ra

II nwe was the door'

Ra

II
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R: Do you knc. Peananen'

II

Well, there has been one in that Jard tor years aDd years and I haven't noticed
lately it it' s atUl there.

Ra

II Do you recall any of the dri.ers at first'

No, Waino would know the dri?ers.. 8I suppose Paenanen must ba?e been one.Ita

What were you t~ch1ng then in 19:12'II

When I started in this schCX>l r took oyer the s8'fenth and e1lhth grade.Ra

II &w many gradea . ere taught?

RI TeD e bad ten grades and oyer 300 students.

II

R: And we had six teachers. ..that' s also in this article here. ..in my article
of Pelkie...you'll find all that in there &bout those days ot the teachers and
what grades they taught and...see. two ot the teachers came tran closer to.
tbey came trom Baraga.. .and they were closer to. they taught in schools but
they didn't teach out here. they taught closer to. country schools closer to
Barasa...wait a minute...when that new school was...well. yes. because they.
and then scae ot than finally were t_ching.. .then two ot th-. CEe here...
fram Bar~...a U1ss Backman and a Mrs. Paine, she W8S a M1ss Ross then...
and they had the l~er grad- and then I had tbe seventh and eighth grade...
and the superintendent. the principal. ot that school was Mr. Bonner Craw-
tord...he was tram MOunt Pleasant...he was here tor tour years and then he
went on to further his education.. .and be finally became a professor at Albu-
querque...be was here couple s~rs ago.. .and he married a teacher from
L' .&Dse. a Miss Murph7.

Who was the 8uperintend_t ot...II

ot Baraga at that tDne' Mr. Martin when I came here but I came here in 1926,
he was here.

Ra

II Who W88 tbe one after him?

RI lIre Erickson, lIre :3:. :I. Erickson.

I. And then Art Kujansuu?

Ra Then Art KUjansuu...see. Art XUjansuu came to this school first to tesch...
agr icul ture.. .and then...

II Oh. Jrt was a regular teacher in this acbool'

It: Yes. at fir8t..
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II When was thi.'

The he became a.. .the principal when Bill Erickson left.. .BUl was principal.
after Bonner Crawford left, Bill a-lckaon was principal, :mi Erickson's brother.
.1nd then he left to Ypsilanti aM be entered 1'01-4 Motor Ccapan1, worked SCD8
sort of an office job at the I'ord MOtor Compan1... and then Art came.. .Art was
here before that but then he became principal...he wam't principal Ter11ong
here md he went to !i)ugbton.

Ra

J:t waa called Pelkie .Agricultural Sc)¥)ol.I.

Ra Yes.

II Why the Dame Agr 1oul tural Scooo1'

Because it was teaching agriculture and there's same sort ot an act tbat it
you are an asrioul tural school there are certain requirements, you know, and
I suppose there are certain stipulations, too. that you get...it was an agri-
oul tural school UDder the spYernment. I suppose...' oause it isn't oalle4 as-
rioultural sobool anJmCre...but they taught agriculture and that was a sort
ot required subject...l don't remember wbat act thet would be. would it be
ani th-81ghes "'ot,

R:

II I doni t know.

I don't know, I re8l1y don'tR:

XI I'll ask Art about tbat.

R: You aak Art about that. ..Dc.- Art would know...

r. And .Art taught agriculture...what kinds of thinga did be teach in...

Ra Agriculture' Well, they had, they planted a garden one summer and took care
or that and they taught practicallJ the same things that tbeJ do in agricul-
ture, see, Art taught it and then art.. Art left Mr. ROV'erqu1st taupt it
and so on.

XI And that also 18 in tbat art 101.'

HI Yeah. ..all tbat 18 in the article about this D~ school.

II It 11 re11 upon that.

Ra It' s T81'Y complete, see, it' 8 tbe one by, with, me . cause tbe others don't talk

about the Pelkie Sc}x)ol much.

II In your tbree generations ot teaching Pelkie children what students stand out
as...

Ra Ou ta tand iDS'

I. OUtstanding...the ones, you know, wben you teach you have somet~s same ver7
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r_arding experiences, the kilMls ot uperiences tbat tell 1Ou that 1O\1'Te
really, rwly accCDplished sCDething, and the kind that make it S8&l1 like it
was all worthwhile, ",..y SlX)t1onal sorts ot things, it happened just a c~ple
times while I was th..e, my first year...what students stand out as giTing
you tbBt kind ot experience' Or tell me about same ot tbose experiences that
are the ones that are really taportant.

Yes, I know...well, in the countrl school, I mean the older scbool. I don't
remember an,...I think that as a wbole tbey were good students...I know that
I _d three in the eighth grade when I first came...one was Matt O,.'s s1a-
tar Pearl Waara and she was an excellent student and.. .afterwards finished
her high scbool and has been head cook at the Memorial BOepital in L' Anse for
lears and years...then was George, was Nora' s cousin, George Mattson...he
w~t into scovice md then wben be came back he's been working with Bill .'t
tbe mill...and he's still working at the mill, you know, this RUona's mill...
and the third one was a llemett1 boy...but be's dead now.

R:

I. Was that *r'tin'

Ra Martin.

II Do you .-n they ...e all w>od stud_tat

They were all gpod students but 1es, the1 were all gpod students..JtBrtin...
they were all gpod students...and then I bed only two seventh graders, ~
Bietikko and then a Nelson girl, she' s in the countr1 somewhere, she's mar-
ried and li'Ying in the country...but you know we talk about success after ed-
ucation but I feel, I honestly feel, that when I talk about success any child,
any p..son, w~ has bad d1.tficult1, ~- SaDe difficulty, in sc!¥)ol D8,ybe ia-
n't the brightest, is still a successful student as ~ a. I'm concerned if
he has bec~ a part of the ccmnunity, ~s mrried, bas a family, and tak-
care of htmaelf and works, and is interested in what the camm'nit1 is doing
and helps, I've considered htD a successful student...! consider them success-
ful...they're good parents, tbe1 work, the1 earn a living. they take care of
themselves, end yet they bave ttme to...usually the1're church members...and
yet they ha'Ye t~ to take part in community affairs and be interested...l
consider that a successful student...and so when 1Ou say success now I...

RI

x. Did you 8D.phaaize partioipation in ocxnTmJnity affairs and _bat -e oall citizen-
ship...

RI Yes, and of course this is wbat I'. talking about, too, is citizenship...well,
I suppose we did empbasize tbat but the whole community Was of tbat type so
naturally these children are going to follow those fOotsteps of their parents
and of their, their parents were that tlPe of people...don't you see'

II They were ~er1 concerned, were tb81 not, in their children's education'

Ra Yes, they were...and ~ery oooperat1~8...~ery oooperati~8.

II Like when you woUld need help they w..e there'

Ra Yes, all I would do is oall them up and immediately it would be taken oare ot.
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I would tell them, 'Now it's your problem'. ..but we worked together and they
were yery oooperatiye...1 think tbat is why I haye found teaohtng 88SY because
I baye alwa18 had their cooperation...end the>"",e a1wa18, you might say, ap-
proved of what I was trytng to do.. .and that makes much 88sier and more plea-
sant teachtng.. .don' t you see'

x, Sure, sure I do.

IIi And now I bave, we bave SQDe illu8trious 8tudent8, ,ou m~t 8ay...but most ot
the ha"fe gone on espec 1&11y from this school and trail Baraga, graduat inS trQD
Barasa...are doing well...they amaze me...X see th.n, they CaDe to talk...l
can still, I can see a boy who bad been injured, he 1 imped bad, he had been
injured in a, by a tarm machine in haying...he was a seventh grader when I had
him...he was so indepeMent he tound it ditticult walking upstairs...and he
wes so independent, though, ,ou couldn't help but...he would not went any belp.
Couple summers agp be came to my back door and sa1d'1'I bet you don't know who
I am'...and I said, 'Well, I know you're one of tbe P~bola's but,- I said,
'you can't be :b>r., 'cause ,ou see :D1¥)rylimped...this man W88 walking nor-
mally with visor oh,' he said, 'ye8, I am Imory'...and be has a very gpod
busin88s, ba8 eane sort ot shops and so on in California.. .bas done "fery well.
Xt W88 a pleasure to see h~.. .and he r8Dembers his achooldays..eI have these
people coadng over and it' s a pleasure to see them. ..then, of course, we have
people like !,naDne Ruone, ,ou know, F on to be a P81Ohiatriat...as a. so many
ot them go to Michigan 'tech trCml. here, too, the boys do...and they go out and
work and they do very well...they ba"fe, lib...they1som.e like liDD:y Wuori,
ha"fe ,ou, liD1nyWuor1...n~, he travels tor his ccxnpany...frcaJ'Unt...I did-
n't know that...they get wonderful positions, position8 of trust and...wbat
el8e would you say.

It

Ra

ResponsibUit~. ..Ralph 10kela..
If

Yes, ~ph 10kela...therets so many of then, there are lots ot them who 8P out...
theft w. had a boy bare tor a while who's en architeot...and many ot them marry
very well, that's another thing...they marry very well and they have nice homes
end nice t.miliea, many ot them.

XI As you reflect back, tbough, did you have 8Eperiences with some students that
because ot bow much they could le8rn were especially r..ardiDg to you...excel-
lent students t~t you were just very, very excited about as your teacher pro-
bably was about you.

RI Why, there are many of them wbo were excellent students.. NDBny of them, and I
enjoyed them and it was tun working with them...I prefer, myself, the upper
grades because they can do so much...they're thinking already and I like them
to think...I gi~e th8n a lot of responsibility, too, I would eYen have tb8m
take 0ger a class and teach, I' d ha~e them prepare a wbole lesson t~
selves.. .which I believe in...I think a teacher's role in a school is not to
stand up in the front of the r~ and just tbrow questions at th8D, I think
the children should take more part in school, in what's going on.. .and the
t_cher be ~e of a resource and enric1ment person.

II Tell me a lit"le bit about these...
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Well, I have one more thing, though...this is prObably one ot our best ~plea
ot success...I had a boy who came into the tourth grade, he could probably read
only Ithel and landl ...tourth grede...we worked with h~ three years, his mo-
ther and I, ~ery day tor about tbree years. ..he became a Tery tluent reader...
he went to college, graduated with a degree...he's Tery interested in things
like history aDd philosophies...the subjects that are more difficult...he tells
me he hasn't been able to tind a job yet...as many ot then aren't...and so he's
working in Kinn_polis but the last time X s. hjm be tells me t~t he' s going
to night school, too...and taking up subjects...now that boy couldn't read...
X sCD8timss wonder, we didn't have rSMdial reading classes..J'm not going to
tell you my pri",ate opinion about what sClDet~es happens...it doem't always,
I think they're good, especially with Bl.t80, I'",e been substituting otten in
Special Bd, that' s what they usually call me tor...and X like them because it
remiDda me ot the country school, the setup...but I don't know, I wonder it
SaDetimes they keep them too long in there...now, don't put that in, to me it
sese like a al:"iticism of them...I have seen wonderful things happen in those
roCDS .

Ra

XI Yeah. well. that's ~te all right, there are good things and undesirable
th1Dgs with eYer,. ? .

HI But I wooldn't like to have the. my ~ opinion i8 that wheneYer they're
ready to SO on into the regular classroom they really sbould be put in the
regular o1assrocm...and they probably do, I kn~ of -.ny that are pass on
like that...but I'm wondering about this boy s inoe he was so very poor in read-
ing...

II BOw many more could there haye been. could haTe gone on further were they not
left and def'ined 88 need ing spec 181 attention.

R: Because, you see, we never considered hDn slow...he was, ot course, but we
n8'f'er conaid..ed him slCM, we just took tor granted that 8CDething ~d to be
done, his moth.. and I worked bard at it and did it...but no special tech-
niques or anything, we just read.

II Do you recall talking any people into gotng on, trytns to persuade excellent
students to go on who may not ba'9'8 otherw lse?

Ra To go on to school'

18 Yeah.

RI Oh, yes, but we don't need much talking around here...people as a matter ot
tact go on...they go on...there is one boy, though, that I haTe been trying
to, eYery tDDe I S88 hUB I think he dodges me...be does haTe pro, he's a little
crippled...and he could get his education, you know, Tery inexpensiTely 'cause
I think they help those people...and e.ery t~ I S88 his I say, .Why don't
you go on' because he bad the ability but he never bas, he alwaye says, .Oh,
I'd go into it. but he never has...that I would haYe liked to have seen...
but most of them do go on...most of them do...or haTe gpne on...but now with
this OV'er-supply of teachers any of tbem do not go on.. .maybe they baTen't
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made up their mind what they want to do and then if they go on into sane othm-
field outside of teaching probably wbat they're going into doesn't require the

college education.

And it is also bec~ing increasingy recognized that to make money...XI

RI Right, yes.

...one need not necessarily sP to school...in tact...II

No, no, and to be satisfied and to be happy...I think they're begilming to
realize that they're going to follow wbat they want, like to do best.regard-
less whether it requires co11888 or not...and if they want college they'll go
and get it...lane B1101a bas done well and there's 10ta of them, Luanne and
everyone of thsn woo have gone on.

RI

Bave there at any time that you'Te been teaching here been concern on the part
ot the parents t~t to educate children to go on might mean to educate chil-
dren to leave the c~1l1ty and might have that undesirable consequence...

II:

:RI~ I knCM, I know what you mean.

SometDDe in smaller c~niti88 this is necessarily the case because advanced
training. ot course. means tra,ining tor certain kinds of jobs that are not
found in SM.ll calmlln1 ties. has this ever cane up'

I,

I've neYer heard it here. not bere...becauee naturally most ot tbsm have to go
s0m8hc-e...I think. thoogh. lDa)'be...x've never heard it voiced...I think that
m&)'be the reason it hasn't been voiced IDa)'be their parents have gone to school
or JDa)'b8 their parents have hoped that they could and so they send their chil-
dren on...I think ot i'Ul"unen' s now.. .ot course Roger is staying and tarming...
he' s not doing too much tarming. though, is he. is he doing that construction
work'

Ra

II Mare of that. yeah...but have you heard that elsewhere?

But I've never heard anyone say that. thousb...that it we send them to scbool
they won't be around bcIIle.

RI

Have you heard that in othmo...I mem. not in Pelkie but around Bara~. ~8
that been a concern?

II

I hear it traa speakers but I haven't heard the children themselves voice it

or the parents tbemselves voice it.
Ra

P ARl' TWO

...still have pride in the community...you know wbat I waa interested in...
have you~ of that gt"oup in Detroit who is working for J'innish cu! ture and
that, they haTe built a beaut~ building now.

RI

II Yeah. SUall.i Seura.

Yeah...one of the girls, you know, is frcm Pelld.e area.Ita
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Who is that?II

Mrs. Shirley KSDppeinm...ahe was a Shirley Walitalo...and she was telling me
about this scme t- ago. ..and they're very enthused...and Wsino )(aki' s daugh-
ter is also in there...and I'm proud of theB...isn't it nice'

II

II Certainl7.

I just had a picture, wh..e did I put that picture o.t, I was going to give it
to Mrs. Walitalo, showing Shirley and speaking about the building end the
things they have done.. .and I think a lot of t~ are from the Copp.. Country.
I'm almost sure that that first person in that picture is a guy, I've heard
the name sCDetime.

Ra

O. X., here's another question about teaching in a small community. By being
in a SlBll ccmDUnity md t_ching, of course, you're much a>re ljkely to know
the parents and knCM the parents well, even, because you caae into contact
with thsn in store and Post Office, and this helps in education of the chil-
dren because you can relate to the parents and you can deal w i th the child,
the, in his total 8D9'irOJlDent a little more easily, but baTe there at times
been problems or...not problems in the functional sense but psychological dif-
ficulty and strain that you've bad to endure sfmply because you knew the par-
ents too well' For instance, if there's a child tbat might have a little
probl- you feel so much great pain because you know the parents and...

II

Ra Yes.

Talk about a case or two like that without mentioning names.II

I kn~...well. if I find. for instance. if I find a child who is having trouble
especiall., before we bad all this help n~. this is a long time ago before we
had all this help. I would have always. and the parent will be concerned, too,
and they will tell. and I will suggest tbat I'll do a little tutor ing at
Acme. I will do that...and with their urging a little bit. too, but they don't
have to urge. I have taken several of thsn and taught the separately and at
haDe.

RI

II ~d do not get reimbursed tor this'

Oh. no. I don't want any reimbur88D8Dt tor it.RI

And the parents have brought their ohildren...II

And the parents are really ~ery appreciative of it...eren last year I was asked
to do sanething with one little boy, but then it was finally decided to retain
him and see if that w ill sol~e the probl_, see, md the parent was perfectly
willing to ha~e the child netained...and the child is happy...but the probl-
1s this but if there's somebody who needs help I bave taken them into my hane,
after scbool...ususlly after school and we've had a. I'~e tutored tb8m...oh.
they'll ...en come f~m high scbool saDStjmes and ask for sane tutoring...who
have been here before...so I...that's just a matter of fact, they say. 'Well.
Ida will do it' so we do it...and then it helps.

Ra
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Can you OC8I1ent or tell ot anl situations where kn~1ng the tamill too well
_de it painful tor you. not asking tor names...

I,

HI No. I kn~ what you mean...

XI ...but to describe a...
No...1 don't know of any instance where...you m88n because a child can't learn
or because a child misbebayes in a way that isn't at all accepted tbat I would
feel sorry for the parents...yea, I know...but I don't know of any case where
1 t bas been that extreme...I really don't.

Ra

o. x., tell me a little about these Cbris'taDas programs, I've t~ked to so many
people who...

XI

1ust loved tb8B.. .the people love then...well, when, of course we had the small
programs in the country school, you know, in the little other school before we
got into the larger school, and we'd have just saaething simple and we'd have
a, sometimes we made a stage, sometimes we didn't.. .and you bad your shades,
your sheets for shades, that' s all, to draw... but when we sot into tbe Pelkie
School, for years and leers I started to put on operettas...beautitul things...
we had a 81Sic teacher iran Baraga w}¥) CGe once a week and he taught the songs
of the operetta...then when he didn't cane, he came only once a week, one of
the teachers would take over the singtng part... this was for the grades now...
it didn't go all the w8'1 through high school...well, if the high achools wanted
to they could put on plaJ8 which they did, too, but this operetta was; up f~m
grad- Kindergarten through 6...and everJOne wa& in it, that was one thing...
and that's why an operetta toOk care of a lot ot people...you see, everyone was
in it...and then the people of the onmmnnity came out and made every costume
right in school.

RI

Was this in the evmings they would OClll8 and _ke the oost1Des?II

No. they WQ1ld CaD.- during school dav. like during the scmal day...there was
an empty roam where they could work.. .and they could try then on the children.
they took that over entirely...so the parents...it was a parents' program as
well as the t-.chera' prog-.

Ra

I, The mothers would cane...

R1 The D>'thers would ~e.

.And would they ~Te coffee!I:

Oh. yes. they would have coffee.RI

I guess no one gets to~ther here without coffee.II

And not only that, but don't you see...then when the program, when we gpt
tow~s tbe end aDd were putttng it together and...wbat shall I say, practic-
ing it. they would sit and watch, too...they were proud of it. it was their
pro~..I remeDber same of the mothers, they'd say. w81l. they'd s~ same-

Ra
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thing md they'd say, .We'd better ask Ida tirst, it she doesn't like it she'll
say so'...because one thing espec~ly, they sa14, .~ you can't bave tbose
skirts on tbose dolls so shart'..8I said, 'But tbey don't look cute unless
they're sbort'...so we bad then sbort and tbey were darling...they did a beau-
tiful job ot s.ing cost\Dnes...they wm-e made just as, like a regular dress,
everything w&a, it was beaut~...and then I bad traa the camm1nity p~le
came in to paint the scene, the background tor the play...w. bad a lot of help,
lots ot help.

You mean, on a large mural that would be the background.II:

Yes, a large mural, that would be background...and they did a beautiful job,
they were the Usitalo girls...one is dead now.

Ra

Tbat W68: Senia UsitalotII

Yea. and her siater Rauha...they would C(88 and paint the background...and theY'
made beautttul backgrounds...big ones. you know. the background for the operetta.
.And they usually. of course. there was always a star. you know. scmeone who
would sing nicely...I remember David Tepsa as one of them...I don't remember
the name of the opC'etta...)"es. David...DavJd 'l'epsa...he bad a beautiful voice
when he was )"Oung...l don't kn~. he probably still bas but 1 mean for that
part...there was always a star in these operettas...and then a dance. oh. 1
r~~er one thing. too. Mr. Bill used to play and taught the songs.. .and then
Mrs. Blsner. she was there at the time. end she would teach tbe singing. ..after
she went I don' t kn~ wm did it.. .and 1 r~Dber one t.ime we bad...the operetta.
included same danoe same like SCottish fling. you know...and of course there
was quite a bit of stepping. you know...and some of the people didn't.. .they
were quite religious and sane of the people didn't like it am Mr. Hill told
me. be said. II wonder bow you're going to get by with this. ...1 didn't say
anything. we went on with it and they called for it and they never. DeVer said.
told. it to me but they bad told someone else tbat there was a little bit too
much high stepping. you knCM...but then wh~ I heard it. I asked the minister
of the time and I said. 'What do )"Ou think"...be said. -Ab.' he said. 'that' s
only c~ play.- he said. -don't worry about that.. he said. .that's only
child' 8. play'.

Rt

May have been a proble more with SaDe ot the .Ap~tolic8.1:.

HI

II But that's tDevitable in a...

But they wouldn't tell me...oh. they made CODI1S1ts, you know, and I heerd thsn
but they didn't C<XDe to 1M about it...and it was alnUS mg, though. I jJDIDedlately
asked the minister and he said. 8Jh. that's only child's play'...he liked it...
yeah. I mean. he l1ked the whole op..etta.

Ra

x. Who W88 the minister'

I don't remember who 1 t was then...1 know he was an older, I wonder if it .8&
Reverend Koski, I don't remember.

:ft.

18 Frans Koski,
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lIa)'be...I'm not pOSe but it might have been...'cause it wasn't Groop, I know
and it wasn't 1unttila so it must have been KOski...and so I just went along
and we _d 1t...and people took pictures. a-elyn lturunen _s acme slides of
same of the operettas...beautiful...they were just beautitul...well. we did
that tor many. many. many years. every year it was an operetta.

Hz

Where would JOU send away tor these...II

HI Books'

II Yeah.

Mostly from Paine Publishing Company.Ra

Do you remember the, couple ot the themes?x,
Yea, couple ot the names ot the books...oh, there was 80 many of them, I can't
remembm- any ot the names.

RI

Were they all, did they all baTe something to do with the Cbristmas theme?II

Yes, they all were based on a Christmas theme.R:

I, SUch as'

Well. tor instance. Santa's toyabop, you know...I don't r~~er any ot the
titles..;! don't think 1 baTe a Paine book hare. either...oh. and we used to
send to jldridge. too...1 don't remember the t1 tles but it I remember before
I'll call you up and tell you sane ot the names ot...

Ra

II And children would all ba'Ye their parts

RI Bver~ody had a part.

...you would m~eograph off their parts and...II

We had to buy a certain n1Dber of bodcs because of the copyr ight 18..Rz

XI I see.

In ordc- to be allowed to put it on...US\8lly ten.RI

And the children would memorize their parts.II

Ra Oh. yes. they'd memorize their partse

II Wc-e they nervous the night of tbe pc-fol'lDanoe,

Ra Oh, heavens, yee...and sometDneS you'd have to use a little...like tbe choir
robM, we'd have white robes and then with some big, red bows, you know, of. f'W~~L)I'crepe paper...sometimes untu weAgoo; rich ~OUgh to buy material and have red
material...and, of course, they had to have a drink.. .and you know what water
does to red crepe papmo...but they wm-e really nice...and people,ever since
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we stopped then...

When did you stop then'XI

Because when we...they began to realize that it took a lot of school tbne...
it did take a lot of school time...and so Baraga el:1m1nated t1Mtm and we did...
we couldn't do it in one school and not the other, it bad to be done in both...
and not people but teachers wcoe beginning to realize that it took, people
would have, they don't cere, they loved the Obristmas programs...they still
ask for thsn every year...they think that, well, maybe we can reYive:it. but
it doee., it tak- almost a month away fraD. classes:, you know, because every-
body gets so excited...and yet it was the highlight, it's bthing they remsn-
ber, the people remember best.

R1

I know, I didn't know about it until of course doing this work, and people
would speak of that as the highlight of the year equi'9'alent to the Pair cr
Dairy Day as an .important cl'Wmml"1ty event.

1:,

Yes, right.Ra

And ev idently people would o~e...II

Oh. yes. we couldn't get them in that hall end of the auditorium. they would
be in the ball...you know. in the ball listening and watching.

Ra

Beyond standing roan capacity in the auditori1DD..It

Yes. oh. yes...and they came trom all oyer end they were nice. they were, but
don't you see the whole cnMmnnity waa working on it, really...and usually.
then, the upper grades would .ve sanething on the Chris~s story. you know.
And they always had singing, the carols and so on...the whole thing was really
a nice thing, but oh ho. it was a lot of work.

Ra

When did you stop it'x,
Ra r don' t rfmlsmber that now.

II About'

I couldn't tell you, 1 don't remember.Ra

Let me know if you think of it. O. X.. because that's...II

Yeah. I can't rsnemb81!:'it at all because it was such a part of our life and
then all of a sudden there wasn' t en~.

Ra

And there was the definite feeling that something was lost, yeah.II

oRa And then you SOIImtimeS think to yourself. 'Well. I wouldn't mind bavinS it
againl...but I'm telling you it was a hectic period.

II Why don't you have one again. do it after school and get it. I think the peo-
ple would just lOY8 it.
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Oh. they would. and they, the people would just love it. right...the pe~le
want it.

RI

You ought to do a couple more after school.XI

Practice then and work on it then...it'a, I knCM but I can't go over there
am tell thsn.. .don' t you see?

Hi:

You no longs." have the authori ty. eh?II

No.. .I'm pretty careful...I do a lot of things at the school, volunteer a
lot of things like the library and so on, but I don't make many suggestions
aDd I bave nothing to say...I'm very careful.

Ra

Yeah. you ba'Ve to be.I,

Ra y~ have to, J'eah...and J'8t they're wonderful...I mean, all the teachers are
nice and of course they appreciate the help...and I work, I realize that a
teacher who bas two grades doesn't ba'V'e time like for library and so on...
you ~ what I had J'8sterd&J', this isn't recorded, well. it doesn't make
any difference, I had little first graders come in...see, when I ba'V'e library
I ha'V'e it for balf an hour and not only do they get books but I also ask them
what was the Dame of the book they just reed and what is it about...because
sane of thSll. I know in the oldm- grad~ don't read thSll., they say they do but
they don't...and this little first grader. first grader. got up and ,ou should
have beard h~ give, tell the storJ'...it was unbelievable for a first grader...
and thm1 I called on a little girl...I call on everyone...I .id. IWhat waa
your story about,I...IOh.1 she said. ~ read about a kittm1...end he had a
pleasant place in which to live in the countrya...f1rst grade, epleesant plac~
I was 8D8zed so you see I don't only gi'9'e books, I gi'9'e thSll. a half '-l hour...
-.ch grade half an 1k>ur, that's 3i hours a week.

and build up t18t library, too, haT-You've done a lot ot work to organize
en't yoU?

Y.

Oh. yes. that' s why I've been insistent that it be kept on and I ordered books
again tor this year. I got n- books. n~ I have to go over there and put in
the cards and so on.

Ra

HOw many books would you say you have over there now?I.
Oh, we must have...last year I put the number in I ell, maYbe aroUDd 800
DI8)1be.

R:

II That' s quite a few books.

Ra I know but we...sCD8 have be8l donated, I have boU8bt same tor them and th81
we get frcm the Intermediate School Distriot, you know...SaDe books...oh, I,
~~e around 800 maybe...'oause I can think of all those shelvea and they are
full and we have lots and lota of books for the little ones.. .because I feel
that there isn't too much in the roam to work with and I mean they need books
and they don't have much in thsn but they're darling...they're expensive...
but Y feel that & small child should have a beautiful book...w ith bard covers.
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pictures, well-illustrated, colorful.. .so that they can hug the book, learn
to love the book, and they do...don't,ou see...afterwards when they get older
it's all r1ght to get paperbacks...after they have had that eXperience of what
a nice book is and how it must be treated and so on...'course that's only a
personal opinion, that's my opinion...'cause I love books myself...but they
love books and you should hear tbBm when they told those stor lese ..I had Kil-
dred come in and listen, see, they're in Mildred's roan...and they even laugh
and they enjoy what they're telling...now, that's something.

II You have beocme a bit of an institution in the school.

R~ Yeah. I know...they tell me I'm still on the faculty.

II There's anothBl' pers>n in the school who has become a b it of an institution
and that's the cook. 911 via. she' s been thBl'e many years. basn' t she?

~I Yes. she's been there very many years. and Sylvia got a letter fram a girl
yesterday. ~ Baraga. and they said they missed her...1Ou know. the good
cooks. and of course they said the cook...they didn't like it so well in
Barasa. they always say that when they first start...they were sixth graders
last year and they're seventh graders now...but it was cute...they mis& her
and mise her food.

It In a way she' s like the mother for the day for all the children in Pelki e and
she has been far many years.

R1 Yes, that's right, that's right.

II Do you recall when she csne there? was it in the very beginning?

Ra No. we had...

II Who was the first cook there'

RI Por a long time we bad..J don't remember woo the first cook, maybe Sylv1awaa~
you see, we used to have some people coming from, at one time we had saneone
come fran Baraga who was working, you know when they were plac tng these people
in jobs.. .some kind of a welfare program.. .we bad same of them. ..1 don't renam-
ber, maybe Sylvia was that first one, X don't know, I don't r&nember anybody
else.

I, The reason I mention that...

HI Ob. no. a Mrs. Ikonen was OD.

Ia Ii:Jw would that be spelled?

R: I-k-o-n-e-n...8he was a cook there...but I think Sylvia, did SY1Yia tell you
that she' s been on 25 years already?

II Yeah. she's mentioned that. so that's...

R,
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That would be. then, around '49 or so that she started.
18:

,~. '74...42 years ago...isn't it'Ra

About 49 years.11

Ra

It

I'm just thinking about th..e' s 17 years, then, there had to be s<D8body else,
do you see' I know tbat we had a Mrs. Ikonen, I knCM tbat because I r~ber
h.. big pot that she brought there.. .she bad 89ident1y cooked, she had cooked
8~here else, too...betore that...and then I know that we had these people
come in, too, who cooked and were...trom some sort ot an organized, same wel-
tare or something ot tbat type...at tirst...and at tirst we didn't give...

RI

Was this during the very _rly days?II

Yes, '9'ery beginning, 'cause we had no food down in the other school, you see

and then we...and in the beginning...
R:

It .88 scme sort of goverlDent sen ice?II

Yes, tirst...and rSDember in the beginning we didn't have a full meal...we,
the people donated things...and they were slVeD maYbe one...something, one
thtns, you know...and they donated milk, tor instance, and so on...I remember

W8 gaV8 th

Ra

J'a~s would donate ScmI.e milk tor the children?II

Yes. they would br inS milk or scmethins. they would br ing something.Ra

Why. would they bring it in a big, old CaD'Is

I don't even remember how they'd brtn8, but I can still see all the reports r
used to do when this person was Credited with so much milk and this person was
credited with so much milk and so on...you kn~, or whatever they donated.

Ra

And the f~ers were not paid for this'It

HI No, no.

This WBS just to feed the kids.Ya

That' s right. and there was only one dish served...one meal, one, something,
1 ike maybe a...

Ra

The reason I _ntion that i8 like oyer there, I ju8t 8topped by now, and there' 8
a bit of a tamily...

x.

RI Oh. 18&. feeling.
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.. .feeling in the whole school. ..they sit down and the, bave coffee in the

morning.
II

Yeah. and the teachers get tosether aDd. there's your conference right there.
you know. it can be and...there is a family feeling in tbe whole school...
there's no question about that, it's always been that way...and I hope tbat
it stays that way...it you start getting dissension then it breaks up that
feeling, we don't have a teacher's lounge, it would be in that kitchen where
they sit and...of course if they wanted to. there's an office and there's the
library. but they don't.

ftl

Yeah. well. so much ...isiting in the Upper Peninsula also is in the kitchen.

that's the Finnish tradition...
Ya

Yes, that's right._.
. ..8y1'1' 18 always bas coffee there...II

Yeah, and they have coffee at ~ecess ttne, they gp there at recess, and cf
course eat their meal and...well, almost, well, eYery child practically eats,
I think eYery child eats...now, I don't see any lunches there...I'm almost
sure, unless theY-t1Ust get a notion that they want to carry their lunch this
day, but trtml the record she has on the board ot how many eating, I'm almost
sure eYery child _ts.. .well, practically every day.

II

~ about the idea ot baying to canbine the job ot principal and t_chel"?II

That's difticult...when I was prinCipal and teacher...first of all, I told
the teachers that minor infractions in the classroan are their problen. ..after
all, they're teachers. adults. they've been trained...Ddnor tntractions...that
I bad to teach also...but if it's somethtng aerious then I must know about it...
like every bit of fooling around or something like that. tbat's minor, why
should my teaching be tnterrupted for saMthing like that...but if it iDVolvea
sanethtng serious then the parent has to know. too...I used to teach...teach-
ing was the thing I did while I was teaching...during the. all day 10ng...I
did my principal duties. reports and everythtng else. after 8chool or on Sat-
urday or Sunday...so when people introduced me as a principal I said, ~.
teacher..~y principal duties are just something I do extra.'

HI

I know the school to a greetWbat kind of duties w..e there as principal?
extent was run .from Baraga.

II

Yes. 1 t 1s run frail Baraga.Ra

And always bas been, right'I.

Yes, but, w81l, I had the hot lunch report to make...and I also had the atten-
dance report, the attendance books to collect and cheCk then...and do th~..
in tact, they, now DM>st ot that work's done in Bara~...but I used to do it
when I was principal...we had to then but now but now Baraga, they have people
to do thsn...so I would get, pick up 8V'er~ody's and check it and send it in...
and then. ot course. notices. send out notices tor meetings aDd...any CbBnge
that's aPing, anything that's going to happen like lyceum number aDd so on...

Ra
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each teacher, though, collected their own lunch money...and gave it to me at
the end of the week and then I incorporated that into a general, tor the
80hool, lunch report.

II You did this on a weekend, then?

Oh, yes, I didn't have any time to spare, school ttne...and then you meet at
course people coming in...agents and so on...the principal meets...the busi-
ness is usually with the principal.

R:

What kind. of people ccae in'Xt

Well, sanebody might be interested, might have been sent tran Baraga it,
about new books or n- maps or saDething like that...or it could be...some-
body migot want to use the school tor something...it they didn't call you,
they usually call, it they don't call they came and see you... the school be-
ing used tor camInlnity affairs, they have to bave permission, ot course...
they m.y c~ to you to tind out wbat day is availab1e...many t_s they can
call Barasa, too, and get permission...there bas to be cooperation between
the two schools, I ~81, it it's being used generally Bar&gawill k:nCM about
it, too...that's about it or it sanebody...

Ra

II GeDerally. t~. they would came to yoU?

HI Yes, and also if someone is...like hurt, the principal is there, you know,
burt and the parent is contacted alwa,s, and no child is sent home if he' s
not feeling well unl.s we know tor sure tbe.t the parent is hane first...
and tha the principal may take th-. haDe if it's necessary or what8'9'er needs
to be done, but the parent's permjssion is gotten.

II Another related question to the combining of a teacher and principal role
into one O'Yerall job...such things inevitably make the execution of authority
difficult...if ,ou are only principal then the teachers would look at ~ as
principal. but when you are teacher you are one of thsn and yet you are not
one of them. so whenever any person, be it in industry or the military. has
to combine roles of peer and authority it's somehow difficult, was that dif-
ficult tor you at same tines?

No. and I notice now. too,.el notice now. too, even though Mr. Paakola bas
both job a yet Mr. Paakola is authority...and I feel that, I have that feel-
ing tbat tbat's what they know and they feel it then...I bave a feeltng that
they will check with h they do coop..ate...you get that feeling.

RI

II Oh. Y la1<*. there has to be some. but.. .there is tbat difficulty...

ft. Yes, ot course it you set a teacher that doesn't respect that...but I don't
think it comes fram the principal, I think it anything it would came tram the
teach--, though, wouldn't you...because I be.'Yen't sem anything, I see same
'Yery good.. .they really do respect Mr. Paakola and they do take their problems
to him.

Now I was speaking mora ot...l don't think it's the person 88 much as it i8
just the 80ciological difficulty ot canbining the two roles.
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It is difficult but I don't see any difticulty, though, in that way, socializ-
ing, I see tbs d iff ioul ty in the amount at work to be done.. .it you're teach-
ing you're not always available.

It:

II O. K.. hce's anothc question now. Since this new school was created in 1932.
built 1n 1932 and started in the fall of '32. the school bas since becao.e a
cammunity centc. we talked about it as being a general meeting place and really
a Ti tal part of the whole cammllnity. just the structure itself right thce in
the centc of the community. could you mention the kinds of meetings that have
been held thce. the diffcent groups,

Oh. well. 4-~..and ~ Bureau...Ra

What did this iDYolve. once a week or...II

&bout once...it used to be about once a week but there are less msetings now...
and by the way now they're starting to use the Fair building...the 4-H is...
but for cooking they come to the school because they can't, but if it were a
pr°8l'E meeting t~t they were having it would be at school...you knCM, if it
involved a lot of parmts and so on...but lot of their meetings they're mld-
ing now at the Fair building...but when it comes to cooking they've got to
came to school because they don't have the facilities yet for cooking at the
lair building...and I think if it were a progrsm it would be at the Pelkie
School.

Ra

And who have been the 4-H leaderB'lII

Mr. Krenek and, oh, you m8n local lMdm-s?Ra Leaders,

II Yeeh...historioaU.,.
Yeah...Ra.,. Kilola and his wife tor a long. long tjme...and I think they still
are in name if nothing else but until he got ill. you know. he isn't feeling
too well. but he was tor a long time.

Ra

II That's an educational program. too, isn't it, that whole 4-~..

Ra Yeah, but it' 8 run through the Extention office, it' 8 run through )ho. Krenek' 8
office.

II And ultimately Miobisan State University.

HI Yes, right. ult:2matel,..

18 But tbat perf~ a very important educational ~ction in the cazmunity.

Ra r think it does, I think 1 t bas helped these kids who ere in it...i t seems to
me tbat they baTe more confidence in themaelTes...and they're not afraid to
try anything...that' s wbat I admire about these kids, they're not afraid to
try anything.

II
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Iran ~ educational point of ...in in the c~-1!itn

PeraODa1ly. y think it's the developing ot the personality ot the child more
than it is wbat they have basically lMrn81...ot course. they learn & lot in
this cattle. you know. those who have calves, I don't know.. too much about
tbat...and they learn to can and...and oh. they do a beautttul job in sewtng.
they do a beautttul job in s~ing...so they do learn...and one year they had
a...they coDducted a ~ting...as a demonstration and they even WeDt down
state, they put it on in many different places...tbat ba~ a good idea. that
was a gooo group...tbat's long t~ ago...and I think it's...

ft!

You mean of illustrating parliamentary dsnocraoy?II

Yes, and running a meeting right...they ...e good, that group was good, I
haTe a picture of than and that W8S a gpod group.

RI

And the Bilola' 8 baTe been Tery 0108ely iDYolTed.II

Xilola's were very gpod...but the group that he bad, too, that time, the
group waa good...they worked sort ot tosetber...and ot course his own chil-
drm were in it...but now his ~ children }8",e grown but he still canes to
meetings and he still goes to the CO\8OU meetings in L'J.n8e...but I do knCM
that their 4-B meetinss now are at the !air building...they will cane here
tor cooking and that' 8 all.

Rs

What other ~OUp8 have come"II

Oh, and then they have the J'arm Bureau...no, yeah, !'arm Bureau did it one time
but I don't knc.- it it do. an,more.

HI

Wbat did tbat constitute, I'. not t&miliBr...No. I guMS 1 t doesn' t.II

I don't know. I think they talked...it met just a few times...didn't they
talk about like politics and things like that.

Ra

II: Yeah, potmtial lesialation that would influence or hurt farmers

Yea, I think 80, I dIn't know too much about it and I know they didn't meet
very ottSl.

BI

II Who uaed to be historically the looal...

Ra Leader of tbat...I don't knCM who was the leader but I know that Ronnie ~i-
laDen was there...but I don't know who was the leader.

II But that didn't go way back, that was a more recent...

:a'a Well, not too recent, no, not too recent...aDd it wasn't a very big group...
and then I think...it they have any at all r think it must be sort of County
wide now 'cause I haven't bad any here...then the Breeders' Association, what
do they call tbSDSelvee.

It Michigan Artificial Breeders' jssociation.
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Yeah. they met here...years and years but...Ra

II: Is that an annual meeting?

They also bad 100al, I mean meetings in betwem.. .but you know I hagen't seen
then lately.

a:a

What about the Parm Bureau. was this also periodic meetings?II

The Farm Bureau. as I said. probably I saw thsn in the school tw ice.RI

I a And the .Artificial BreedS's used to be pmoiodic.

They used to be, meet otten.. .and they wwld use to meet in the school all
the tme.

Ra

II AM. were there D>re people invol'Yed in this'

Ra Oh. yes...and you know I bave a feeling that maybe they meet in that...where
they slaughter animals nc you know. in Pelkie back of there where they
have that. they bave a building there.

II Livestock ,AsS)ciation?

R: Yeah. L1Testock Assoc1a. maybe they meet there now.

It But the,. haven't...

R.. I haven't seen then here and I know that they don't meet at the Pair building
edtber...so I think they're meeting there...and then we bad a...and ot course
all your c~~ ty schools meet, you know...

II That's more recent now.

HI That's recent, yes.

II last tour yeara or BO. Bomethtng like that,

~.. Yes. about last four. five years even. oh. no. it'd be longer than that be-
cause they uaed to have a gpod sewing clas8 and...

I. When you were still teachingt

HI Oh, y-.
II Oh, so that goes back to, when did you retire again'

XI

II Thi8 was in the ~8 that...

R..
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years and y~s ago.

Oh. SO this would 8t'Sl go back to the . 5CM. would you say?II

The better part of it, no, they've had 4-B, it used to be quite active way
back when w e started in '32.

Ra

Not 4-H. you're talking about ocmmunlty...II

~)n1ty schools.Rz

...schools, adult enrichment, right'II

Yeah, adult enrichment must gp back at least ten years' cause I remember
~ther Lehto caning to Pelkie tor sew ing.

Ra

The adult mSDbers of the cODmlnity here have r88J.ly responded enthusiastically
to that. haven't they?

II

..
II: I mean whethBr it' 8 ~afte, e_1ng, or...

Ob. they loye crafts...do you know that's wbere I'm having trouble...I'm sup-
posed to teach for the ccmnu~'- ty school one hour of. story boor.. .and III-s.
Peterson takes one hour of craft Iran after school n~. from 3815. 3 o'clock
to 4.. .do you know. ..they don't like story hour.. .because they think that' a
like school...they don't kn08 why I can't have crafts...but story hour isn't
crafts.

HI

II What othc groups have...

HI Oh. there' s been lot of groups.

II The Oo-op, ba'Ye the Co-op...

Ra And the Co-op has ita annual meetings thC'e.

II That's the Board ot Directors' meeting?

RI No. they have the Board ot Directors' meeting. I think. in the store...but
they have their anuual meeting here.

II Which is all the mSDbership. right'

Ra Yes, it's a membership meeting ben they elect new members and so on...and
they haTe a dinner usually.

II ~nd there's also one tor just the Credit Union. too. isn't there'

Ra Yes. but I..

1:1 ... separate dinner and a meeting?
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Yes, a separate dinner, ,es, and meetings there...there aren't as many meet-

ings aa there used to be.
RI

Has the school been used tor 'V'ar1ous cwrch funct ions?Ya

Ra Sanet imee, yes.

II Like in the S\DDmer'

In the sUDlnertime tor s\mIII8r school and it they. and Banet imes in the w intm-
they might ask it tor something if they need to but...

Ra

But like bas the Pelkie School generally alwaJ8 been used for the summer

school progrsm'
It

Yes, tor a long ttne...tor a long time, I don't know how long but tor a long
time...'cause I know that 8gen the Apostolic Cburch used it one summer...
'cause they asked me to teach one day when the minister bad to be gone.

III

Would it be like religious....And what would the S\DDmer school constitutetII

Yes. but you should see the wonderful programs they have now compared to what
we had in aummer school...they have a regular course of study. it's as, they
m~t work on one phase.. .tor instance, one summer when I taught they worked
on the outdoors. they studied insects and all those thinsa...but the idea
back ot the whole thing. though, is that all these are sitts of GOO, you know.
and you studied them therefore...

RI

Oh, so it's integrating a sort of knowledge of the world with...II

Yes. oh. yes. it isn't only Bible study. there's SCID8 of t~t church. do yw
know what they did last summer...last summer they studied the HOly Lands...
you kn~. the li>ly Lsnd...getting the geographic ",iewpoint and how things
startc and so on. and they made a market place in the ~...r was enthralled
by that way at teaching...r went up there end ssw that market place...here
were their stalls...the sanda1maker...the story-teller...the potter...the
w.",er...the leather worker and so on...it was marvelous.

Rs

N~ going back a little further but in the earlier days was it more.II

It was more studying, just reading your japineD. and your Bible History. ..now
it's a lot of activity.

Ra

1:8 Was conth-.tlon school held thm-e also?

No, that' 8 held in the churohea, that ien't held here.Ra

It Are there any other ~t1ngs.. .oh. there also bas been in Pelkie a very active
Parent-Teachers organization.

R1 Right. that's oomparatiTelynew that's about tour y_rs old.

18 Oh. that has not always existed.
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HI Oh. no.

In tact, there probably was no need for that, I mean. they always had, you
always bad the cooperation ot the people anyway.

II

Yeah, I know, and they started that after I retired...so it' s about tour years
now...and because Baraga. with their Pl'.1 want the to go to Baraga, see, to the
Pf.1...but then they to~ed what you might call their own PT.1...because they
feel that they don't have the problems...that so many ot their children aren't
there first, certainly the high school children are but not the little ones.

Ra

There is a bit of a problen that I see with the school insofar as the school is
under the control of the administration which is located in Baraga.

1:8

Ba Yes.

II

Ita

YOst of the taxpayers are in Bar&8& but there' s such a strong local cnmmnni ty
pride m1d identification and t~ school' s an important part of that and this
cca.ea out, of course, in the tact that they want their separate PrO, and this
latest event where the Kinderssrten tunction being trm1sf~...

'lYes. rigbt &way they're going to . all of us...they fought aver that, every
time, when the ninth and tenth grade went, I don't think they bothered, cared,
too much about that but when the seYenth and eighth grade went they reelly had
some meetings, they didn't want them to go.

II WhS1 did the ninth and tenth ~ade go?

I think I've got that in here, too.. .the year. I think I've spt the years in
here.

RI

II Do you recall about at the tine?

R: I thiDk...no, I don't...1943 the ninth and tenth graders were taken to Baraga.

II Xn 194.3.

R: Yeah...and in 1942 1Ir. Xujansuu became principal, of course you can get the
rest of that here...now when did the seventh and e~th grade go...1955 Gradea
7 and 8 were taken to Baraga.

XI .And now in 1974 the Xindmogarten bas been taken so there's 1 thrwgh 6.

Rl Yeah.

II Do ,ou recall now when the eighth through the tenth graders were taken to Baraga
what the community reaction was? Try to think back on that.

R: Seventh and eighth grade they didn't like it, they had meetings and so on but
they didn't like it...of course, I'm not sure it allot then did but the people
who...they went to a meeting, to a meeting at the school there, and they were
really angry, sane of thsn, but remember now there may have been sane who did
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like it, I don't know anything about them but the majority seemed to d1slike

it 'f'ery DDloh.

Wbat was their oaD:plaint about disliking it'XI

Ba Disliking it'

18 I mean, why?

~, Well. here's their school. community center...take the school ~ay.
they felt that, 'What haTe you'...don't you see'

H:

And the,. '9'oiced this specificallY'II

Oh, yes, detini tely. ..naturBaly they want what we have aDd maYbe even more,
I don't know about that either but certainly they wanted this school, and
they were using it a lot...now lately there aren't many meeting$ but they
were using that school all the tbne...they also used it tor adult recreation,
too, that's another thing that they do.

HI

II Wbat was this'

Adu1 t recreation' Stlnetimes the people would get together and form. a sort of
a club...for recreation...end then the boys. the high scbool boys. played bas-
ketball here when basketball season starts.. .once a week.. .they did all last
year. they have for several years, for many years...so it' 8 being used for
recreation. too. a lot...and then that whole recreation center that's being
built, the whole area will be used mare and more. see, we have that teDDis
court caaing up, the fmce is h..e already.

HI

x. Was Pelkie basketball an iq)ortant part always?
," the ~,...~

Y_l'..when they had the ninth and tenth grade it was important...Pelkie bad
ita own team and they played a lot of. they went out and played just like
&rap does.

HI

Did a lot of people come to the games then'%,

Well, that doean' t s~t very many people, you know, that ~, small g~.. .but
they did come, I don't know about how m&ny...tbose people who were interested,
you know, a lot ot wanen &ren't but the men were.

BI

Did the Pelkie kids have a pretty good team in those years?II

RI Oh, yes, they had 8 good team.

II They used to w in games and...
"'(

Ra They used to win g8IrWJs and I don't rSDember bow -.ny
they were intm-ested in basketball.

but they won games,

Do you recall who was playing at the time when it was really a big...x,
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No. but rIll tell you who could tell YOU. I'm sure the lokela boys were on it,
and I'm sure, I wonder if Balph W8S, see, I had Ralph in scbool. too...seventh

and eighth grade.

RI

So when the ninth and tenth grade left then in '43. that waan't such a big
upsett 1ng 89'ent in the Ccmmln1 ty.

II

NO, no, no, it wasntt...I suppose there are people, I don't r~~ber tHdr reac-
tion at all, I don't rem8Dber it...at all, the reaction, but _ybe more there
would be, feel that maYbe with high school it's different, you know...but look
at Doelle...in a way it's a kind of a shame. isn't it, but I don't know wbat
the answer is...when they start taking them a.ay...I would hate to see this
place empty...and they tell me they~ going to make a Senior Citizens home
out of it, I mMD a...

Ra

Ya At Doelle'

No, here.. .tbat they're just kidding me, you lalow, that sane of these days
they're going to S88 me walking, hobbling, down tbat ball, you kn~, as a
Senior Oltizen...I said, IThat's one thing I woUldn't wantl. ..but who knows
what's going to ba ppen. .. they're a li tt le bit afraid when they took the Kin-
dergarten but I don't think 80, Barega 18 full, I don't think tbat they will,
Barap doesntt ha'9'e room now.

Ra

It I hope not. I share their concerns. I think they're correct...

I do, too, yes, I do,too.HI

...in that but then there is the ~estion of the best education of children.
too.

I.

H: Yes.

a"fe you noticed tbroughoot your years any concern or anxiety the childrc
would ba"fe aboot going to Baragat }i)w do the ~ung children teel?

1:8

Yes, ye~ same ot then are nervous...they are...we used to take then one day
in the spring to sort ot orient then, you know, get the aocustaned to Baraga
aDd what it looks like and what they're to do, but this year it wasn't done.
I dODo't think. this past spr ing.. .and I do thtnk...

It:

II Yoo're talking nCM about the...

RI When the sixth graders go.

1:. Go into the seventh grade.

B'a They usually take them to Baraga and have thG go a~d and see what they Cmi
expect and wh..e they w111 be and 80 on...but they didn't do it this y~r.

II Wbat did the children say when this is, see, what they're doing is leaving the
community, you know, first tbne...what sort of reactions...
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I kn~ sane of then ha'Ye told me that they're nenous about going.HI

Do any cry or not want to gotII

No, I don't know of anybody crying, I don't knCM of anybody ~y1ng, t~t' 8
whsoe the crying takes place is dCMn in the Kind..garten...when they leave
Mama...l don't know of any crying but they do feel nervous about it, though,
I kn08 that same of them do...they're a little bit scared...but so many at
them have s istsos. . .

RI:

SIDB TWO

...a strange world or into the city...1:8:

Of course Y'",e never asked then that question, Y wonder how they do feel...
besides feel nervous, it must be. it must be that they feel strange...they
look strange, same of th~ when they're starting like that...it must be...
'course they do go to Baraga quite often tor lyc8'8 numbers and so on, that
it isn't strange to then entirely...but I imagine they do...it isn't easy to
sp to a ne. scbool. it isn't easy to meet ne. friends, I mean, meet new peo-
ple...people coming in to the OaIImlnity, the children ha",e a little difficult
~e at first for a couple weeks.

HI

Do you hate to Bee thsn go when they go frail. the...It

When they go' Well, when they are graduating and walk down the a1s1e I cry
because I, school is OY", n~ it' a your deal.

aa

II: Do YQl alwaJ8 go to the graduation'

Oh, yes, I ba~en' t missed one yet.Ra

.And you see the children graduating fraIL high school that you taught'I~

Ita Yes, that I taught...you know, this is a homey school, there's no ~est1on
about it, 1 tea a school that tat- the child and a child can feel at haD.e...
Y took a crippled child one year for tbree years, multiple sclerosis student
in a wheelcha~...he was in a wheelchair all the tiDe.. .and nobody, well, r
had him in my roaD. for three ,ears, fourth, fifth and sixth grades...it got
to the point where he could hardly write anymore, too...but you should have
watched the reaction of those k1d he had a wonderfUl time here...if we
went for a walk we took him...we wheeled htD down...if the kids were walking
along the banks, top of the ice r ink, they wheeled htD there, too...if they
went through mud puddles he went through mud puddles, too.. .he became just
like than except that he was sitting in a wheelchair, and I loved that...
Childre, when he was ree.dy to go out one particular girl would always get
up and get all his wraps on and dress him...put them on...automatically, no-
body said anything...it was a wonderfUl experience for that boy for tbree
years..;I thought that waa wonderful...and one day I was out of the roaD. and
when I came back they said, ~bbY...'...I don't remember wbat he did to them,
that he...

II: Be waS' saying...
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He was saying something to them anyway...R,
saying mem things to thsn.II:

Yeah. and they were telling on hDn and so when be left the room Y told them.
y said. 'N~ wbat would 100 blive Bobby do?'...Y said. 'He couldn't run after
you...end X certainly wouldn't want b1m to throw books at you.' I said. "What
do you expect him to do" jnd their eyes were big. they didn't know he wsa
different than they were...don't you see the wonderful thins'

R..

It GEe ~t right tbm-e.XI:

:Rlght thm-e...
That they be.d ne9'er r_lized tbe.t be was different...I~

Wo, their eyes got big, I can see one boy's eyes...they didn't realize that
he was different.. eX thwght that was wonderful.

Ba

Yt r know, that's wby r asked that question about wbat's it like when they go
to Barasa because this is a homey school, aa you say you bave Sylv 18 over
there wbo's a mother, wbo cooke the foods that their mothers...

Yes. one other thing we don't baYe. we bave no prejudice...we don't baYe any-
body calling s:cmebody else sanething else. you know. indica.ting their racjal
or anything about the.

R...

Well. that's gens-aUf true because evs-Jane's :rinnish.II

Ra No. we have SaDe. _e'",e always had an Indian tamily hmoe and nobody nmo. we
don't eYeD kn~ they're IMian, we neYmo eYeD r-.lized he's part Indian...
that's the Mantlla's up on the hill.

They probably didn't either until same political intellectuals told then
that they e Indians and "

II

That may be it. but I mean there is not that...or if anybody is different like
Bobby Martin thmo8 isn't this calling of names...'courae we've. nobody's ever
started it and if they did start it I think I would have grabbed then right
away. you knc..

RI

But doesn't a cct&1n kind of a aexual segregation occur among the children?
It seems that children who have brothers and sisters came to school here and
all of a sudden the girls go with tbe girls and the boys play with the boys.

I.

Ita Oh, yes, well, that is true...oh. there are a few girls who like to play ball
with the boys but...

II And a couple boys who probably play with girls.

Ra Yes, but as a rule tbat' s true Bferywhere.

II Yeah. I just wonder why that...
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Ra

Ebw do the bo1B feel about that,II:

I don't think they mind.RI

Do the other girls think she' 8.. .II
I don't think they care either, they just tell me, .Oh, she' s playing football
out there... .and they don' t sesn to say aDyth ing about it or she, you knCM,
they don't say anything derogatory about it.

Ra

But I not ice a source of t_s ing is ki dding one tba t they like the other
II

:1\8
Oh. yea. yes. that goes on. I kn~. ..and I tell thsn. I'Oh. wa1 t \mtU you
sr~ up a little bit.' I say, 'you're still young.' Tbat goes on...but that
goes on traB the ttme they're little kids at hane...she comes to see bia girl-
friend or such and such a person. it goes on with the l.ittle kindergarten.
with the little children at hans...they tbink it's cute...I mean, I suppose
they think it's cute or they say it' s tunny or...tbat's true, though...

'I like...'I've seen little kids crying because so-and-so said that.II

Yeah. right.RI

.iDd it's so emuaing 'cause it's so tri~1al yet to thc it'8 a ~ery important...II

That's one thing I do notice, they don't want to stay children...they don't
want to stay, they're in a burry to grow up, sixth graders came in with a
purse, they bave to carry that purse, you know, like the teenagers...and you
know where it's usually, on the floor, you step on it...and when I bad them
I just, said, "'Just leave them at hcme, you don't need the yeti.. .they' re in
a hurry to grow up...maybe I think tbat way, _)'be I am too old-fashioned.

Ra

You're probably right on that.II
Of course our life is taster...it is taster...the t8Ilpo is taster but I still...
but I still like tbsm to be children.. .do you know that years ago we used to
play jacks '1 ike mad'. you can't get theD to play jacks... they are s tart ing
again to skip rope a little bit but they wouldn't tor a while...they don't
S88l1 to know any ot the games tbat we used to knCM...sometms I...

Ra

What are the games that you used to know'II

Well. like P\UDP. Pump. Pull Away and Xick the Can and...HI

II What' 8 ~, Pump, Pull .Away?

Well, we used to bave two on each side mid then sanebody in the center and
ther'd have some kind of a rhyme, they'd say, 'I bave forgotten' and they

Ra
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bad to run tram one side to the other and you'd try to catch them...see, tag
th8D and it you tagged them then they'd gp in the center with you...but they
don't know any ot these games...they don't know ~es...and that's why I've
been concerned that sometimes I would try to take them out and teach some at
these old gamee that we used to baTe...they don't know games...we used to
play Red Light...I think they know it but tbey don't play it an,more, they
used to play it years asp but they don't play it anymore.

II Wbst' 8 tbat,

Ch, they'll hide, they'll put the ir head down and count to ten and they bave
to hide...they turn around, they keep on count~ and then they turn around,
and they catch them moT tng they have to sP r ~t back to where they started
tran but then after a certain count then they can sP oft, run ott.

R.

Is la it like that game called Jreeze, you're supposed to be atill...

RI Yes. samethins like Statues. too. tbat's Statues. yeah.. .yeah. what did you
call it"

II Freeze.

Ra Yeah. same thing.

II .And you called it Statues?

Ra Yeah. well, I've heard at Statues, too, but we used to call, I thtDk1t was
Red L~t. too.. .and we used to...

II Oh. Red L~t and thia ere 888entially the 8ame game?

HI Yes. and we used to...

I I: It 7OU caught saneone D¥)y ins: then they're . it..,

Ita

II But was the goal to get someone to get olose to a oertain something and
touoh i t,.

RI I don't remember that ODe...but r...

II I mean, 'the people who w..e auppoaedly D)Ylns: wi't~u't beins: 8een, ...e 'they
trying 'to set to a goal or a tree space'

111 Yes, well, they were trying, I think that, yes. ..8aaet1mes they were p~itted
al80 by the game after they aPt to a certain point and 8he' d have, oh, then
that' 8 the Red Light where tbey keep on hidden and then they hide, you kn~,
but I think ths.t's part of it, I don't rSDember these games myself but I
would look th8D up and r think tbat..Jt think sametDDes that a good...a good
session of some of these games would be gpod for th8D...all they want to do
i8 play basketball and football.. .and this i8 their most favorite s.me today,
trying to hit each other with a ball...run, run, run, run, you knCM, and try



:IV'r 2264

to get hit by a ball.

.Bven the girls'It

:!Yen the girls.Rz

They didn't used to play that,XI

Well, I suppose they did but they had all these other games, too.R..

NOw they like to throw . b~l and if you're .it., it you're hit with the bell
you're out of the game until they're the last couple.

II

Yeah. you're hit or aauething like that...and then we used to play Tbree Deep
and Two DMP and...

RI

II What's Three Deep'

Well, it's the same thing, you bave a circle and you have two, one in frontof
the other, and somebody is tagged and they run around, they tag somebody else
and that person has to turn around and chase them, and if they catch them be-
fore they get back to their place, well, then they are automatically -it- and
80 on.

Ra

You'd run around the outside of the circle.II

HI Oh, yes.

O. K., other than Three Deep, what was l1ok the Can like' a. d1d...II;

Ra Well, they put a can on top of the rock, on top of a rock, I saw the kids play
it but I'ye never played this...you know, I found an article the other day on
games that we used to play...and they're exactly the S8me gsnes as, I'm sure
it's in one of those newspapers and if I find, I wonder if itts in the Tribune.

18 Yeah. set that to me if you do.

RI I will set it to you.

II: .Cause they were the exact...

HI And not only that but yell save my book and write down the g&lJ.ee that we used
to play and call you up...or yell mail it to you.

II: N~ this is about it, we"V'e gone. as you can see, rather thorooghly through it.
You ret ired, then, around 1969 or 1970...1 underatand the7 really had quite a
retirement party tor you, I remember people talking about that when I first
cmne here.

HI I know, but this...

%1 What was that like!
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That- wasn't. that was before retirSDent and then just a couple waDen...oh. I
don' t kn~. they. you see, I wonder if tbat was about the same time 88 I bad.
see. Y was chosen Teacher of the Year one year...fram Mich~.

RI

Oh. is that right'II
It was by a newspaper in Wisconsin. I don't remember where, and I had a trip

to Chicago.
R..

Who made the selection'II:

yt was e1 ther Milwaukee. it W88 one of the newspapers.R:

BOw did they all the way in Wisconsin...II

Ra I don't knCM, it was theU. P., it was either the Kilwaukee 'Journal or the
Sentinel, I don't remember which one...and th67 picked a U. P. teacher, that' s
what it w&a, a U. P. teacher, and I was chosen and I was given a trip to Chi-

cago.

~t y~ was this'II:

I don't remember what year, I probably could find the yeer, twugh, I mean r
Can find the year...and I wun't going to go.

HI

1& Why weren't JOU going to SO'

Oh, I didn't care about that, and anyway thm Nora went down to ...isit her
4aught.. so she took me down and so t: msde the trip...well, there was a.. no,
I won't tell you about this one, there was another honor, too, but I just,
t: wouldn't 8V'en answm" it.

Ba

Wbat was that,J: I:

I'm not going to tell you because I don't want t~t on there.HI

XI: Wh7 not'

R. No, I don't care about bonora...well, anyway...

But we're interested in history, not in the prestige or egoism you might teel
or not teel, I'm )1st atter history so wbat was it'

II:

No. I shouldn't tell you that because I wouldn't do anything about it...I
wouldn't ann.. it. I wouldn't fill the form...

Ra

II I'm intereated in it only tor historical purposes.

Ra Well, that haa nothing to do with history.

II Yee, it does,.

Ra I was chosen as an outstanding C~lni ty worker.
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II By?
To get your name in the Congress ional Record. scmeth ing 1 ike that... and Who' s

Who.
:as

Oh.. . the regular Who' 8 Who...II

It says that Congressional Record or sanething like that...Ra

!'ran Jliohige'1II
I don't knc. if it was trau. Michigan...they have thsn every year, .111en .sa

one year a runnm--up.
Ra

II Allen"

From Tapiola...one year, I saw his name in the paper...I had it, they sent me
a fOrm two years ~d I did nothing about it, I'll tell you why...r felt that
there are 80 many SCod community workers right here in the community...tbat I
refused to make anything of it.

RI

But do you know who made the selection'II

I don't know. I don't know who made the selection.. .I've otten wondered who
made the selection. I don't know...I ba.e no idea.

R:

And you don't know what government it was or whether it was...II

It wouldn't be government, it certainly would be somebody in the county-Ra

Oh. probably-like maybe the Lions Club or sanething'lI't

I've often wondered, I don't know who did it...and I couldn't S&¥, I can't
say names because I...

Ra

But 1~ ~len would probably know the organizatiOn because he was...II

Yeah. he probably would...1 think the first one r would do nothing about it.
r threw it away. I think I have the second one somewhere...I tore that. too.
but then r kept the pieces...tbat's honest, though, don't you see, look how
much Ralph bas done.

:fta

II Oh, sure, and there are others.

Ra And others. ..don' t you see why I was justified in doing that...not taking
oredi t tor something when there's so many other.. .who do a lot more than I do.

18 Oh, one thing we've got to mention now, it's not specifically tied to the
school, but there is this thing in Pelkie called ~:iry Day.

Ra Yes.

II And you've gone to one of those before, haven't YOU?
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One of the' 1'",e been on one of those ever since I came, eYer since they
started 1'",e worked for tbat IM.1ry Day-

Ha

Do you recall when tbat W88 when it started,1:&

I don't rSDember but they would know in the office.. .Krenek would know. at the
Bxtention Office when the first one was.

R:

Wbat do you do when Dairy IMly comes around'Ya

Well, we have a...the ladies get together and they plan the menu, of course
they plan the menu with the, see, it's the Dairy...what do they oall th~
selves, what Board do they have...

Ra

Baraga County J'air Board.II

That's it, Baraga County Fair Board, r was a mSDber of that for quite a f-
yeers...and then I resigned because I felt th18 way about it...that there are
so any others woo should be taking. going in already.. .and learning the ropes.
see.. .and so I was asked to name two people fran, for my part... the reason I
was on this because...

Ra

II Who did you...

Ra You see, they used the school so much. ..and that' 8 wby I was willing to be on
it...so I chose Mr. Paakola and Mrs. M8ntila...and Mrs. Shulstad got off, too...
but she couldn't get anybody from K:eweenaw Bay. ..so that's why I was asked to
name two people trom here also, Paakola and Irene Yantila...and they. the
Dairy Board doesn't plan the menu...the wamen do, but they say, but they do
say they want the chicken, they want the chicken barbeque day and they do 88Y
on Saturday they want p8sties because people want p8sties...the ladies don't
want pasties. there' s too much work. but ~ want pasties so we have pastiest
~d then the wcmen get together and they decide wbat else we should need and
how much ot everything and the cups and the cbicken boxes and eYerytbing...
and then we gp and get everything ready...and we also get the workers...the
InS1 are supposed to get the workers tor the barbeque, that isn't up to tbe
wamen. the wamen get the workers tor the kitchen both daya..JKew~ Bay does
it tor, at one time it was the. only one day...and all the DW>ney that they
made W8l t to L' Ana e, to the Council, the Ext ent ion COUDC ill 'cause they'd
give Senior Girls' Teas and all those things. you see. they need money...so
then when they put it tor two days I suggested tbat one of the days be tor
Pelkie and that money stay h.. because ot the Fair Board and we bad a lot ot
expenses to get those things paid tar. ..you know. that Fair Board building.
that first part ot that skating business.. .tbat' s another thing that's an
old-tDner.. .this isn't the only ekating rink we bad, tor years I kept a skat-
ing rink going noon oours.

%1 So always next to tbe Pelkie School'

RI Yes, it was right next to the Pslkie SChool Sld so that I could see the people
skating out of the windows.

II
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I know.. .and that rink W88 wonderfUl.. .do you kn~ that we had that rink build,
ing I don't know how many yeers, it was made in wPA tDDes.

Ra

Probably '.33. '32.1",

Yeah, and I li'9'ed, at course, right neer there, and I could see it and I always
put it to bed I sa1d...and kind at kept a little eye on it, you know...'cause
Y didn't went anYbody in there who was undesirable...or any problsn, any trou-
ble...and then I was worried about all tbsse scarves and the tires and so on...
and then do you know that that building stood that many years and there wasn't
a single initial on the walls...now that's something tor a public building,
isn't it.. .and something that isn't always super'9'iaed like Sundays and Satur-
days, in the afternoons and so on.

RI

Didn't the kids. the young boys at the t~. just do an enormous amount ot

work to mintain that?
II

Yes...and one ttme...one Saturday when 1 was gone and 1 came back here was,
here were initials tor the tirst tbDe...and I scouted around and tound out
whose they were and who did it...and 1 said thst person is not to use this
rink unt il those are oft ot there.. .so the next day was Sunday and I went
there in the afternoon, they were gone...the tather had come with the girls
and they took it ott there...l don't knCM' how 'cause they were carved in
th..e but there was no sign ot it...but don't you see I ~te this carving on

public buildings.

Ra

It 8~8 a laCk of respect for taxpaY8rs...the people's money.II

Why, sure, and...Ra

So since you made that suggestion then same of the money bas always gone
right 'to Pelkie'

XI:

:RI Right to Pelkie mid..

II .All of i t D~'

~l of 1 t. tbet 1s on Saturdays.. .Saturaay' s pasty stays here.RI

Where does the D)ney go to nc., like tor instance...It

HI You mean for the chicken' That goes to the btent1on.

I. O. K.. wbat about tor the past1es?

Ra Past1ea stays heIWsnd goes to the credit Union mid they use it tor their recre-
ation program and also they've used it to pay tor that J'air building...anything
that comes up and besides they get that other help but that's wbat it's Utied
tor.

X,: Does the Fair Board have control oyer that money, though?
that moneY?

'Jur1sd io ti on OYer
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Well, they know wbat we've got...but it belongs here.Ra

I mean. who has jurisdiction over it. 18 1 t like the Parentjfeacher~ Organiza-

tion or...
II

No, it's, well. who. I'd 88Y maybe Ralph...and who else works with h~, Ronnie
Moilanen and Turunen and so on...they know it's there, he tells everYbody it's
there. wbat I took in for skating I turn over to him and it's put into Fair
Board and so on. and wbat we took in p8sties I turned over to him. it didn't
go to Bar~ at all or to L'jnse.

Ra

Over the years wbat doea one take in on the pastiest many people baTe donated
all the labors. ot course. tree and...

II:

I know. all the labor 1s tree.Ra

...that involves bow many hours do those people work over there7II

Well. we figure about two or three hours.Ra

It: Per person?

Per person. ..but Keweenaw Bay works all day.. .but same of them worked all day.RI

But you and I know that it never goes like that, I k11CM sane people that bave
been just so exhausted that...

I~

I know, and they hate it...but I used to go down the telephone book but I don't
think 1 t was done last year 'cause last year Salle people were there right all
day long...and they didn't have to be, they didn't have enough workers...but
I've never bad thsn say they wouldn' t c~ and they've cane.

Ra

II So you didn' t r~ t last year'

Oh. no, because I got off the "air Bc:s.rd.HI

But before you would just go right down through the phone book?I.
I'd take the telephone book and take then one by one 'cause, and they'd enjoy
coming, samet~ they weren't asked so when I started that everYbody geta
asked...and nobody refuses, and if they do refuse I told thsn, INc., after
all,1 I said. ~'m doing tb1s and I'm working a lot more hours than you will
be working,1 and I said, 'we've got to do this for the community, it's not
for me...it's not tor any of us, it's for all of us.1 And so, 10. K., we'll
ccme. .

Ra

It And also. though. tb.t probably didn't happen all that Jmlch, that sort of' s1 t-
uation. more likely weren't some people upset over the fact that you didn't
call and maybe you forgot and...

Ra YeSt right.

II And people would be mad at you for not having the opportunity...
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Yes, right. like one said. II'...e never been asked.' But you see, scmet~
when I wasn't taking the telephone book I ass\DDed that they wouldn't care to,
see...but you can't 88S\DDe that, they all like it...if they're asked.

RI

And some. of course. you don't even ask, they're just there.II

Yeah. that' 8 right.Ba
Like oyer the years. Sylvia has done a great deal of work on that.I.
Oh, yes, well. Sylna 1s paid tor it. you knC8...sylvia is asked to CaDS and
we pay hm we pay hm- tor eYery day that she's thm-e...and we pay Santti.

R:

1* Out of the fund..,

Yes, out of the fund...because Syl~1a spends so much time so we pay her...
well, it isn't much, we pay her $10 a dare

Ba

Yeah. she puts in many hours for those ten dollars.II

Ra Yes, it's three days, see.
~Q.~e

I'd say she probably makesA,25tf, an hour, 6~ an hour for that.II

Yea. it isn't DDlch.. .and then we pay Sentti.HI

well, then what sums of money bas this pasty sale...II

Well, the pasty sale, we took in I think it was a little oyer $900, something
like that, but of course now remember none of the expenses had been taken out
of that yet...so I don't know how much they clearei, I don't knCM.

HI

Wbat do they generally clear. a good clearing on that,II

I wouldn't know...'cause I don't have anything to do with that, I turn the
money in and that's it.

HI

II But it's generally around...

I shoold knCM. I should kn~. because I know they've giTen the sum but I have-
n't paid much attention to it, I don't rsnember the n\DDbers.

Ita

But generally it's around $900 or...Xa

Ra That you take in.

II Yeah.

Ra About that, samet~ less, r tbink tbis W88 one of our better pasty days 'cause
sanetimes we bave rain on Saturday, otten. and nobody turns up then. ..and so
then we sell then all outright...you know, at 80 much a pasty and people came
and get then...and we could always sell more pasties if we bad then...but the
people are so tired of making the...and yet they went pestles...l don't know
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wbat the answer is...the answer is just to get more and more people and just
lim!t them to two hours and say, 'NOwyou 8P hame'...and start it earlier.

II ~t isn't it one of those things that eyeryone caaplains and everyone dislikes
i t but they still at the same t~e like it, too.

Ra Yeah, right, and I'll tell you wbat, the suggestion was made...no, somebody
was beginning to say they should be paid for it, )/'Ou la1~, or they should get
a free pasty, they should get a tree pasty...and 1:, being a nosy person, I w~
nosy, but H81ph tells me tbat we need this, tbat we need tbat, and it bothers
me, see, 'cause 1: like to help him because he works a lot and doesn't get too
much cooperation sametDnes...SO 1: told the ladies, I said to th~ 1: said,
'NObody gets a tree pasty,' 1: said, 'I'm sorry,- r said, 'but they don't.' I
said, 'There are about 70 people involved in this pasty day and if Mch one
got a pasty,' I said, 'there's our profits because things are expensive this
year, meat and everything else, )/'Ou know.' I said, 'Yet t~t tennis court
bas to bave a fSlce md t~ sooner we get it up the sooner the kids could
start, the young p~ple could start playing tsmis.' .And then I told thSl
also, I said, 'Remember that this money stays right here in Pelkie for these
purposes.' And saneone says, '0. x. with me. I see,' they said, 8I agree
with you, we didn't even knCM tbat that ~ney stayed here.' See, not 8nou8h
.planation 18s been given.

II Oh, yeah. that' 8 been a very unJa1<:Mn thing about the money.

Ra Yes, what happens to it aDd wby...it's just a certain group, too...well, I did-
n't have lIDlCh cbance, I wasn't 8)ing to do anything thm-e because I was oft
the Fair Board ~d other people wc-e working thm-e, you know...but I got in-
volved anyway because they didn't know what this was and they didn't know what
that was so I did, I got involved just as much as usual.. .but I made that com-
ment and I, but that's true...1 said that if...I'll tell you another thing
that's true about that.. .the minute you start paying thsn tor doing the work,
samebody's made the suggestion we pay thsn so much ~ hour, you know...the
~nute you start paying them they lose interest in the purpose ot it...they
lose intc-est, they have pride in it that they helped...but it they set paid
they lose that priae...do you know tbat...but it's true.

II I know, I'm totally against them being paid tor it because I think it's valu-
able tor tbem to bave the teeling that t~y have given a saar if ice.

RI "'0 0""" ~.Or'buO", Oh.Y'" ...r"'." ._Obi,., I ..,.. .tOh "" ""
..bod"'ir Boord_O',., ,..",~,'" O"O.~--.,ho~~..',O",
Oh-gottrM.hi""d'M~""""'~',,Mdldid"O"'~M"hi,..""OiO
..Oil"'., ""Io"'hr_O.,.OO~t1~O.iOMd",.~.. 'O.~ .~..t
my 0~i'5' M,.". th.O.~ BaY" do" iO did.'O h~O ~ .O.il. it
'"'" O-."Md iO did.'O ...0 th- but iO '"'" tho ""'0'.., ,.. "'~, .hoO
Oho'O"".,.,MdOho"~"""'",""'O'Omd'd'do'O.~d'o'O.~..,..
."0",,'00h"""'irBoord_'0,,,..d...~.u""',,00_"-
o~",.."'d'OPO".'."o1d,'It...torO"",.thm"""',","'~'
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,y...'do,'h"o1"'Y""~~'M"OM"h~"Io., "O.. ..,.0'0 0"0 .., '~'Io "'r"'" ""'hi, -,. 0- tM' that tho,
or. . "" 0' tho , iO" OhoO Ob,,'r. "'"' '-in, ""...0,.0'. "'0
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we've sot, we've gpt a wonderful Bet-up...you start put money in there and we

haven't got anything.

That's rigbt, that's right...O. X., what other things now...do the wamen
really get concerned aver these blue ribbons and their prizes for their...

x,

R: Oh. 18s...and Scmle of than might lose it. you know. they might lose it up
there in the shuffle and in picking then up and so on. and they want one so
I tell them. r said. .Well. ask the office for one... .they want then...there
again I think they prefer the ribbon to the money. I don't know.

But thm-e 1s a lot of pride involved in that ribbon, that's an important rib-
bon, isn't it'.

I I:

Oh, yes, why, sure, why sure.. .oh, we've got to build up our people's willing
to sacrifice a little bit and willing to help othm-s. willing to help a CaD.-
mUD! ty, we've got to work for that.

RI

Ihve you noticed t1:8t over the years, now you've been involved for ~y years,
that it is becoming increasingly difficult to get the kind of support you
us 91 to have in the earlier YMrS'l Or do you think that there is any change
occurring in the w illingnMs to sacrifice?

II

No. no. I don't think so...of course I don't know about how the people felt
before. I don't know. see...but I feel that...

HI

I mean. when you first started participating in ~iry ~y as opposed to your
participation in ...

II:

NO. I think it's better today than it was then...you know why. because there
are oore people who are aware of wbat' s going on and wbat' s being done...r.
think there's more of it...maybe we have more people...to get iuvolved...it
could be that, that there are more people to ask and get involved...I know
s~ of thSB will say no but you just keep on talking and you'll get, they'll
say y~ Sld they'll CorE and they enjoy it...but they only enjoy it for those
two hours, I mean. they don't want it all day, they don't want to be imposed
ulX>n.

Ra

Do you recall this last t~ ot any ot these vacationing wamen from down state
and that caning to...

II:

R: No. I don't renember. I know tbat strangers did talk to me but I don't remem-
ber. too busy. you know. running trail one thing to another.

II jnd isn't the Fair something else, too...isn't it kind of a chance for people
to get together and see one another?

Ra Right. they love to visit.. .that' s why I made a suggestion.. .that let the
first day be the. let the first day be a sort of a visiting day and put your
programs for the second. and let them do the exhibiting. looking at the exhib-
its and visit and put the programs for the second day...so it's Saturday...
because hardly anYbody goes into those demonstrations...first dey...they're
80 busy looking at exhibits and looking at the cows and visiting with each



EV'l' 2~73

other that they don't get in there...so I don't know if they're sping to do
it or not but I think that would be a better idea...' caUse second d&7 then
they're sort ot lost and they don't...

II 'Cause people came fran all around, not 8V'~ Pelkie.

HI Oh, and it could be made a lot better, too.

II .&.nd they ~st enjoy seeing...1 heard one old man, very old Den, he was dis-
appointed, he's very old, in the :l'8ir this year because. he said, 'You don't
see anyone here an~re that you know'.. .and what he was saying was. 'All my
friends are now gpne.' Be didn't see it that way but...

Ra No...I knc. r was telling sansone right hm-e, too, you knCM' I have ~e friends
in the cemetery tbBn...that's true, though...it gets that way...lot ot people
have gone...no. I like our c~~ity and it everYbody telt the way Ralph doea
about it and really worked at it. he's worked herd and I don't think he gets
a lot of appreciation...r don't know why and I teel sorry tor him...and ot
course he tells me all his troubles so then I teel sorry tor ~ end I'm will-
ing to do all r can to make it a little bit better tor him.. .he' s given up a
lot ot his time tor things hm-e when be could be doing something else...enjoy-
ing h1mselt.

II To change the subject back now tram cammn~ity cooperation to the scbool and
the wbole program. we're just about done now. I'Te got to go. so do you...
this 1s your last chance to say anything mQre on the history or the Pelkie
School which bas been so much a part ot your lite.

HI Oh. it certainly bas been.

II Ys thc-e anything else you wish to say?

-th;...Kx Can't think of anythtng else.. .the only thing is. of course. Sa88 people IA
would like this type of life. maybe same teachers wouldn't...! suppose it's
up to the person...maybe a lot at people couldn't see all the advantagM in
the country...where a person who likes the country can see then. don't you
see...it depends on the person. the viewer...there's probably a lot at faults
but I don't see then...and I don't hear about then,e1tber...there must be but
I don't see then...! don't knc:.. X was brought up on Pollyanna...Poll,anna
and 1i)ratio Alger. you know. where the poor boy always got rich.

R:

I, Lot of tb8B did.. .or some of them did.

Ra And therefore I always see the sUDny side and samet~s I think it's a disad-
vantage but r couldn't go around griping all the time...I'd be sick...can you,

II No...someone 1,000 or 2,000 years may listen to this tape same day, is there
anythtng ,ou' d like to say to them...

R. No.

It ...about wbat Pelkie was like when ~u were teach1DS'

R. We've already certainly told it in 89'8r'1 suggestion. ..no, nothing. ..~e.
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