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SCB.TIO1'a "Making a go of it" during the great depression, struggling with land payments

~~ ~~~':h:aeI1if.~~~o~d traveling peddlers, and "getting a licking".
SOUROIa

CaMYIR!Sa This is a lengthy (two tape) two party interview with Finnish natives of
Pelkie. Adrt'an is 64 and Denia 55. Adrian worked in Detroit for many years
before retirihg in Pelkie. Denia is a self-employed carpenter.

II Let'. talk about 'the Deprea81Qi J88r8 k8r8 ~ '28. '29 ~ t_ough the ear11 '3°8.

I wasn't h.-e.

.ell t there was lots of deer killed. That was when people 11'9'. off '9'eni8~.

II That' 8 what I'",e heard.

..11. it ... ('Yery ~,) (didn't') an1 more in 19.30. The last tme the110gge!
wh... Matt !:otto' B camp used to be out there in the woods and the tire wmt ad burnt
it d~...

That was after '28. ..that was in '34 wben that burnt.

Yeah. but they were loggiDg there just before the Depression.

Yeah. Hilliard. RI14y RUliard was logging in thce.

Well. my dad and 1081. &D1'y Tauriains. his brothers and brother-m-laws. they w..e
losg1ng there. Ji)nkanen was their ~ly worker and they logged down there. Ths whe
they got done they took all the ~table trees. the h81ock ad that. th..e was no
demand for that...end they left all that stuff out there.

XI What happced to tarming here at tbe t Jmet'

The., .. ere farm.mg.

II Could yQI aka m~ey tarmmg that -tme?'

7iYe p11~ OD. of =-sa. was worth 75 cents.

Well. then I heard eaneb041 sold one fi'ge 8811<11. 0-. of or.. for .50 oets.

Well. we were get'tmg 75 cents thce m the Depresslcm.

It .as about that $1 .hat .e ...e getting.

II Th..e was no market tor mUk at the time,

Rat Bo, there was all Gr8s..

II So you d 1dn' t get r lch ott the tarm?

No, DO, we sot subsistence, that' s all.

Yeah. sub 8 i8tence.
aore of rutabap.

.And we had our potatoes and rutabagas used to bav. oh, all -

We didn't go hungry.
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In. No. DO. but didn't have money. though.

We D898r were on welfare, either.

No. there was nobody on welfare here.

R2 ~ Oh. yeah. there was. ..they sot the Red Cross stuff but we nSY8r sot any Red Cross.

Wm got out hao.';

B2a Welfare' }i)ro8cope.

Bl, Well. that'. a little toreisD to this country. here.

II Well. 'that's one thiDs...the people in 'this area are independent and they dCII.'t like
welfare and they don't like welfare people.

No...let's say that they put welfare people ~ a l~er categJry...they're not 81D1nned 88
such but they're looked down on as 8uch. though...but they're not 8~ed.

II A. pertect example. tor instance, 8rlU Pelto out there. & could obviousl7 get weltare
on 8~ sort of disability without eyeD trying. :& won't.

Rl8 No. pride.

II

Yeah. a, lot of them they were proud.

Bo, it's HOroscope people.

Well, now that' 8 like ~1ng into snothso country-

Yeah. I did.

lr2,
We had en~gh Cc.8 to keep goms.
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Rlf But lot of fsa1l188, they had big t~18s...well, we were just eXC8S8 baggage, that's
all.

II So that' 8 one reason they left. ..ltghten the burden?

Yeah. that's right...JOB'll find that in a lot of cas...

II I know 1'...e heard about a perfect ~le, .Art Kutkela dCMn the road, there...he wmt
out into the woods. ..11...ed on ...enison. puurua (oatm.l). aott

Kl. Yeah. they'd be sane tor weeks at a ttme...weeks at a ttDe...w~dn't aame hams.

BaI They lal- whs-e they wC'e.. .and if they needed thsn ~. they GOUld get than. But, I
mean, that they w..e just an extra ~th to be ted...they w..e Gleaning land out h.-e
8nd we had guys theY'd c~ and work t~ 50 Gents a daY...that wu ~ basic pa1...
that' 8 to keep their cloth

II ...e these l\1Dber jacka'

Old 1111ll)er jacks and there wa& DO work. J'itty cents a da7...bu t thm 'J'Ql d ickl' t pay for
all of these. S~ d87& theY'd work toda7 and then t~ow they'd get romn md bo8ri.
So that it was one day work...cme da7 board. 'lb.-e ..-e some that li?ed o?- the w.jnta-&.

Yeah, well. see. thce again we go into another ..a ot. we'll 881 Depression or need.
See, our term, there. we had tour and ti't'e tran the Copp.. CQ1D..y &trike.. .thce wsa no
tood aver th..e...now that was a ~e drastic depr88ei~ the the regular depree81~ we
had aft.. .

II 1913. 1914'.

That's right...now that was worse. The)" were actuall)" st8n'ing 'to d_th oyer there...
..11. not to the death but really jn ( " ).

II: Xt hit th- harder here, then' That' 8 when this area, according to what X' ye read,
becam rUled :!n...that' 8 when they real17 started moy:ing iD.

Yeah. that' s when she 8tarted. you bet.. .now wben ~'re referrmg to. we'll -y. labor
...wans your subs1stence... it was not CI.\lite so dra8tic during the n.prea.iQ1 h... -
durjng the 8trike when they wer. caning jn. All they cared when they ccae our place...
all they wanted was food and 8<ml8 Peerl.- tObacco...that 18 all they Wmlted. ..they
didnlt want no -.,re. ju8t food and Peerle8s...ad SM)kee wcoe so tjght then at that tiJr.
that 1OU kn~ that they 8iDOked two p1petuls...one in the momjng.. .Q1e :In the "_ing...

I and they d take the t..ae. ..t they'd put 1n their mouth for nocm.

Yeah. that nicotine fran the pipe.
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they came home with a tubtul of fish. ..and then there was some 16-, 18 inch brook trout
and that wouldn't have wanted 'to give all those big ones, she would have wmt81
to salt, but Dad would not let thea...he said, rwe went to fish tor th~ md they all
go.' The only thtnt they held back was the small ones.. .was it 7 inches or.. .w.ll. they
had than measured y tish over that went to B8id~s...anything bel~. we bad...we
fried. Dad used to...8Very eYening that Dad...there were any eTenings that wh81 the
sun would start getting cloudy. we'd have to dig worms and then Dad would go fishing...
mid it got to the point where JIa.. .we used to get company in the evenings...we didn't
have a car that time...md caJ1P8ny would cc-. Of'er. where was Dad! Dad was ~t fisbmg,
be'd fish till dark. ~'d come haDe in pitch black.

%, With tish. too?

Oh. yes. yes. I tell you, eTC... I thought it waa a pre't't,. pCQ- catch it he got erODDd
50 fish...well, we had 10 people, sometimes more...compA~, and then you aPt to ttgure
out tor 10 people the,. eat all the tish you want. well. small ones, you had to h8Ye many.

II But those daJ'8 it was possible to l1..e oft the land!

R2a Yes, it was.

II Xt would be pretty rough picking now, woul4n't it'

You couldn't live oft the land as sudl. Wow when JDU refer to the t~ -liTe off the
land' now, that the wild part of it 1s what you're referring to.

II Cant t be done, eht

No, no, you coulan't 40 it n~...no, no way...but you could liTe oft the land as produce
what you get ott the land...you could li'l'e oft the lend here ,.et...but DOt wh~ you go
into wild lite.

II Thatts been the big Change...like this summer I've seen ODe deer...and I'Te been CD the
road as IlUch &s anyone' cause I' T8 be- on the roe,d eYery day 81d up tUllO' cloak at
D~t.

II

That's why it's contrary to law now to shoot a deer out of a tree.
shoot de.. trC:D a tr... '!'hey're easy to

It In some states ~ s'tU 08D.

Yes, down South, 1Qu can

II
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I. 'they'd trap de.. in & beer trap'

Yeah. that' 8 easy to catch a de...

.And the BDG'_.

Dad n8Y er had a 8D8r e .

XI: IiJW would JOu catch a deer in a bear 'trap'

Well, they'd step in it.

Hal You PIt a 8alt lick...and then it'8 a certam distance trcm the salt lick JOO'll 8et the
trap...a,d ,ou make it so that where they come (so you put the't) logs 80 1t'8 _bC"d tor
a deer to go myplace e18e but to where the trap 18 d ~ could get the. then...thm
lot ot the had pt a short block so the deer could keep JBO9'mg end all ~ haye to do 1.
put 8~ thick brush...8Yerythmg 18 (dark?)...that's where the deer has gone.

Rli Our w81 they had mre ear_.

%1 (BOw would ,ou put a') snare there'

Same thing as a rabbit...~ly it's a bigger snare e used to ba'Ye this gel"fanized cloth.-
line. that's what they ueed to use...and a spr:mg pole on it...and whc they'd jck CX1 this
triggc it'd raise the deer par't1ally oft the ground.

II And hang it.. .pretty ~uick kill tbat way, too, wasn't it!

.ADd a an can get ~g up the same W&7.

This was jn the '40s...1 like these BDOked ...t. ~kc Tmis~...I: wmted to get some...
well. we bad the beer traps end X set the bear traps and nos1ree. I could not get a deer.
de.. was standing jn between me. they eyeD. stepped between the pad and the .8:... ( " )
8n4 X told D84 about it...I couldn't...and Dad says. 8That's funn7.. he's never missed it...
he'd make it...m he came and showed - how to set the bur traps...andI learned...4JAn't
ha'Ye any 8r1'e ~ublee...but I did ha",e once...I had set the bar traps tor salt lick aD.d
the rabbit jvmpeS into it...and the bMr jawS: went right through the whole body...the 11144le
ot the bOd., it was 4_~ The bigs- deer of the year I 8'Yer caught was 14 pomt...!
ha't'en't done any ",iolatmg 8ince 14.5. I haT.lt kUled any dec. 81th...

II '!'batt 8 .he it stopped. _~1J'. right after the Second World .art

Y

Is that when the OQ1881'YatiOA Depu=ent started...

'Ro. that don't bother. but I t:igured that <X1r t_Uyw.. 80 ~l already. that we didn't
need 1t...that we could bU7 the ~t and I guess when we w..e kids: we ate 81ough ot the
Tci8OD.

II It W88 a bit different 78e.r8 ago in history when people 'Ywlated. ..they would eat aU the
meat.

Yeah. it was tor personal us. or then it you got a de. m old. times, I guess they diTided
it up.. .they gaTe to the neighbor..

II G8I.erally because there was no way to 8t~e it and J'Ou oouldn' t OOD~ all of it right
8a7 and it would spoil otherwise, right'
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That' 8 the -jn reasOD... .unle88 you ~ked it. That' 8 about the only way you c~ld keep
mat thE. daya...if a ne1ghb~ butchered. you'd expect meat 'cause when JOU butchcoed
YQ1' d g1...e back. 'lbat' 8 the way we had 1t oo.r way-

Yeah. we had it up here. too. If you gave a nice cbDnk of beef for the neigbbor.
ne~or butchered. they brought the same kiDd back.

That's right.

II Oh, the .18 kind ot meat'

Yeah. )'00 might eay the id_tical p1ece.

NOt the same piece. but ideotioal 8888 (k1n4?) cut.

Well, same cut of piece.

:II .And it worked the 88M .&7 . ith deer ad beef!

w:.eJ.l. deer it wasn't.

But we used it.

}i)w could you ?:

II They had a b 1sser ta111f:

No. JQ1 w..e feeding other people.

well. they WeDt to fish...

11, No, DeV'er. neYer.

D1

112-,

RIa

%1: Why 18 thl&,
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D-- -- Well. I couldn't 8ay the 888. but 88e. 014 man ~1d88n. that'8 Paul'8'aother, he used

'\0 be...l~5 or '26...

Before the split here'II

Laur 1"B2-a
.8ger got that.. .he d14 not bunt or f ish our way because of that.. .nobody would take

him fishing or mmting.

Why was that,II
"e n8Yer...U8 young pake. ~ m~...we neT" put such ...alue to the pr_oh.. 88 the

older people d14.
".11. tbe,. d.1d (wbat the minister' s s~ or miDlsterst).one was a father and son WEe

preaobC's.

We nsyer put that T.lue on p~chera.

II

Yeah.

A.t the time, ,.eeh.1\1

II

!tight.BlI

~lte a t.. people. I th~ both ot those churches was full.

y~ wet to confirmation school there'II

y~

Wbat was it l1k:e in o~1rmation school t'II

Well. we had to take it in Finnish.lr2a

_0, I t~k it in .gl18h.tn.

I bad to take it in J'iDDiah and I didn't know a word of 'Iinniah...to read or write.R2a

II Is that when )"OU learned J'iDn'
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R21 Nope...it was after I went out to work, I had to write to mother...I bought a book, a
Finnish and ~ish dictionary ~d it toOk a l~ t- for ~ to write the first letter
but thc r got used to it...I think it'll take along time to write again, but that's
wh..e I lMrD~.

II What was this confirmation s~ol like' Do J'Ou recall who 1a1r 'teach.. was t

R21 Torola was mine.

Kine was Paul ~id8D8D. ..but I took it in 81gl1ah.

I, What did he teach~' What was taught,

Catechism and the Bible Hiatory.

}UP. that's r1gbt...that's all it was...end well. we had the Old and We. Tes~t.

%, Well. what about the split tD 1931. n~'

Rla

I don't know.

Yeah, th.-e was a padlock on the door, I kn~ that'

I kno that I know there was a padlock on the door.

No. they had churches. I thtBk. in the school.

Oh. 78ah. yeah. but what I mem 18...

& W&8 in it, thoUSh.

II .And Mrs. Ruona donated .. land'

Te8'.

Rla Bo, no, no.

II
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R2a Well, then, those guys..JDed worked 125 days...1 don't know wbat be did...l was look1n8
for the...see, I bad a day, all tbe days that he worked m a book...then I reDBDb.. whe
they spt all the material at the church and that. ..was the cDurch built or what...but
anyway it laid 125 days with the team.. .he skidded the lO8s...H1lt1mc. your father-in-l8.
and "aino X8Ppam."u, another one tbat aawed all the...

Rla !'rib '1'auriamen sawed then.

I d~' t know, but .uno l:8Ppainen was there, too, sawing.. .and n~ whc they wanted.
was it new p..s or 8Ometh~, in that church...they went to see it he'd contribute, end
he sa14 that u's contributed COOgh, that th8r sawed all that material and see. thce
.as (" and KeBppainen') that callei...but Matt Oja wasn't CD it.

.0. Be was a tigpreb88d in it, but...

Not whm it was big...that was before the Depre88i~...th1a what ~DrY done in 1927. ~t
then after that he wasn't. ..and the material for that church was gpt tram the8e brothera
and brother-in-law8...JIatt Oja didn't baTe anything.. .but tbey're dead 80 what89'er Matt
8ays.. .who89'er beli89'8S it...

Rli Who beli8'f'8S it...but thc-e's Balle yet who r8D.8!i)er. though.

Yeah. but like I rem8ber about that when they worked and the wamo ~pamm. he was
~e of the sawyers left...and I'. afraid that he is Q18 of the few that 1s left that
actually worked.

m, J: think 80 . cause Fri- 'rauriaina is deed.

B2. Be's dead...and BU't'a2.81 is dead...and Bill Xui'Yans that S8ed all tbat _t..ia1...he's
dead.. .Pine Creek: Kill...and he' 8 4e&4...80 tben actually I don't thmk Matt Oja .,... 414
a day of manual work there.

Rla Bot one day. I did, 'though.
I worked th

I worked there. but it was lat.. on.

I worked...I was on 8UJDD8r T&cati<Xl from my factory job m Detroit and then I worked at
that church...layjng floors...and ~ dad was carpentering there.

Your dad was the heed carpenter...and he was the one...they had a ar..ings for that church...
two...there was, I think it was .Tom Wanttaja and ,our...Otto Hemon«1...they dr. the
plans for the ch,..ch and they had a meeting ad ~ dad's blueprints, or the dr_-ga,
were the ones they accepted and that's wbat they made by...I don't know what Wanttaja'.
plans were 1 fi<e or...

I don't either, I didn't see them, but I d14 see my dad's...(just what that is"'>

I thmk there was DO labor pa Id on that cba1rch... I do know when there waa 1'8&47 and thq
needed money, .. went to town.. .ahe kn- all these. ..aee. they used to 11'9'e m town...and
she kn- all these buemess p1acee in town.. .sakerl, 31101a. SUndquiat. lap i8to, Lohe1a' s. ..
I can't rSllSBber an more now, but she went and collected and the tirst d1ehee to the church
were got trca ~nry Sakari...and she collected I don't know how Dlch...and a much DM)Qe7
She collected also.. .but the dishes that 8A~arl had.. .see. he used to ee11 eTeryth~...
they bad...so then these old dlehes that were Dot tor...weren't moving...that'a what he
gave. ..1 d~' t know how DIlch he gaYe ths.
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There was. little bit at1'0.. .1e" 8 say tba' ,hey Ti81 'ted.. .but they weren' t accepted.

an :!mosl ty th..e.
Rla

But they stUl T181te4fII
Oh, yeah...the1 werc't bO8~ fr18nds, JOU know, boecm fri8ids...but theywcae frieda...
there's 8 difference there, JOU kDow...but no...

Th.-e was that mown ditt.-enoe in 89'81"'1 ( ?? ) ,II

There W8S, yes.

But ~. woo14 help another'II

Oh. J88. it was ditterent...and theJ wsre friend..

Was the b~ difference when ODe would meet another and wbether or not they'd 88Y ~d'B

P.ce'"
11

Well, 18S... th is one church doesn't do tba t where the other ODe doe and they don't
poNt the other chUrch members with God' s ble8smg.. .they 4i~' t reooS11Ze that as being

a legitimate church of God.

It'8 al8>st like I heard about in Minnesota, there was &U7...or was it in the Dakota'8...
it' 8 out there, c1ose to the prairie8...he was a well-to-do man. big tarmer...he h84
made a 8U888stiC8 out there at tbe Meting...Ed the'1 turned him down...1 don't know
what kin4 ot 8uggestiOD...end he got mad...and 80 he built hi8 own church...end he had
his S8rV ices at his own church... that' s the ~lDnish iDdepeodeDce.

That's happened oyer cd 0'9'" again iD JliDn1ah religiQ18 history.II

(Side B of i'ape)

Well, ~ in the heck cOllld the- people pay tor the lend when they got it'II

V-ery dUflcult...theYt lot of them bUi"i"-v-.ed ~8'1 trcm the land banks and from a ccapany
out of Chicago called the Bardy ad R~.

II 1'.,. bad an ottioe in Hancock. ..and tram .bat I heard, _d trom my inteniewmg thue tar,
it .ae toUBh...the intereet ratee at the time ...e 7 end 8 peroet, .hich ...e monetroue...
all the people could do...

They paid interest but nothing ~ t. principal.

XI: Do you reJDSDber cy stor 1..,

Bla Well, I'd 88y...we wanted to OpeD land...t1rst ,ou boUiht tbe place, end then 1OU wanted
to opeD land...my folks borra.e4 $1,000...1 think that was 2n 1924 or '23...trom Hardy and
Ryan...that W&8 not clere4 up till...! thmk it was in 1936 or '31 when that was tC'minated,
80 we paid D)re in tAt..eat than tlae pr2nolpal was.

II !'his bappced to a lot ot people. Many of the early people w..e ~t downright 8.cr"ed' in
Ie t ot the d~. and there was this probl-. on the language. The tEa -tala kiel1nS1'
dweloped...people of the oth.- tongue...ad there was this suspicion m -kins dea18. J)o
JOu reoan 78r8 880 people talking about thatt'

11. Well, I thmk 'that was all tbro.1ghout. 1'he amut. WeD. a per8Q1 acme m the b)ua. that
-..'t J':fnn1ah, 1OU'd S&y, 's. on tols kiel:fnal...and tben ~ on the alert right
.-&1, 8ee.. .It' 8 another language p..~. 8ee. ..m4 tbel you. w~t on the al..t i1mDediatelJ'
tor bemg taka.
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Because people in those days .we tak-. right'

Yeah, the1were taken...they even 801d the land tram down South, lot ot people I know...
I think that Lein~C1 used to li'9'e in 1im.kanen' 8 014 place, I think it was Hanken.'.
place...tbey weot dOWn to...8amebody Bold them land down in Texae where it was dr7...
there was no water...eo the1 went there and they lost eYerithing...they had to came back.

1ani did the same thing out in hoberg...he bought in Texas end th... was nothing there,
just a

I kind of chuckle now when they WC"8 selling SCDe of this old lends down in (Caboosa,)
and all that end way out West, I said. I'll be d8J81ed it l...that 8'9'ery parent's kids
stuck and th~ the ,ounger people they'd begin trying it and it's eYer,- 50, 70 Jeer8 they
pull the S88 stunts.

x, Whm the new generation torgets about wbat happened.
expression 'tois klelm."...

Is this wh..e the meaning of that

Well, that created.. .S88, here, when you US8 that word it refers to that it'. a different
nationality and you became alerted...and detensi~e. of course.

II Did the Hardy Ryan Company end up taking oyer 8117 ot these ta1'8t

Some they did. but Ter,. I_. Tery t_. '!'hey auaged to get...lot ot them r8V'm"ted tr<D
Bard,. & Ryan into the land bank.. JrederBl Land Bank.. .which was not much better.

II But the 7ederal Land Bank was not associated with the federal g~ernment...I found that
out afterwards.. .that is merely a name and what it is. is a c~sny. a loan company. not
at aU ditt..ent from the Hardy Ryan Canpany in ~al1ty or tairnMs. att 'hat ~ that
name. J'edsoal !and Bank. cd that tooled many ot the early settl..s into thinking that
the prestige and honesty of the United States GoT~t, (at the t- th..e was .. little
prestige and honesty in the united States GoTerament). was behind this and they pa~
interest tbrough the nose. Can you re8Dber, I d~t t know h~ probl8atic it was tor JOur
own folks, but h~ that was a constant source ot worry to SaTe cough cash to make the...

II D 1d he o~ over. eYer!

I.
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Brwybody in the area.. .well, you borrowed end made sure )'W _de the interest rate...
they didn't care about the principal, just the interest.

II You bad to pay that interest rate e?ery year!:
tor thmt $20°'

Approximately what did these fortie8 go

I can't say. it'd be a guess on my part.

II Ii>w did they Sa'9'8 it" :8.)w did the'7 make it and how did they Sa'9'8 that &lab,

Well, they worked in the mines, lot of these.

Yeah. JDJ dad cerpent..-worked and worked in the mine. both.

II ... while he 1 ived :in the hob.., ar.'

Oh. yes. my dad was alwa18 out...that's how we made a go of it...we couldn't make it oft
the farm.

R2a Dad, then, he got a job, he worked for Waisanen's...hewing ties...warked in the woods...
then in 1920 or something like, they started logging...( " ) ODe of the firat...B8Dry and
logsea, we got the back two.. .not these two.. .but the third end fourth fort 1es. . . they
logged that and they 8tarted logg~ in 1920s.

II When did that hardwood market open up' I know it was after the railroads 80 that )'011
Could get it wt of here, but when did they start sell:lng the hardwood and people start
logging it!'

Well, thcoe was a sale tor bardwood but it had to be pr- stock used tor mine rollers..
that was during the mining 4a18, copper mining days...when you coUld sell mine rolla...
that had to be very good. No.1 maple.. .but it opened up, It d 8ay, 1n about 19...

R2& After the J'1rst World -.r.

Rla 1'0. quite a bit latm- before the hardwood...l remmber when hemlock was etacked ae high
as you cQ1ld care to buildings in Pelkie.. .hSDlook waD' t ~ ing. . .and hardwoods. they
weren't ~ing too good yet. then.~.but they wm-e taking hardwood at Rudy Bill1er4's there...
but I'd say in about '27. '28. '29. '30...that's whc she started opening up a little bit
on hardwoods.

B2a See, the., were logging in '21, '22, and ( " ) was working in '26, '27 real good, the., w..e
881ding loga tor Woo8ter.. .Wooster L\Dber ~'Y in Chassell. 'l'hey had railroad down In
the back...and the., were logging frca there.

II: But the J(inc-al Range didn' t o~ through hc-e'

It ca. trom Gidding.

x.
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1tJw eb out YOUL"8eln'II

I 12.8'9'" worked in the woods.

I W88 16.

What was it like in t)K)S8 CmapS'II
Well, it 100 got a par-mer and wet sawmg, well, fOu ~uJ.d 8ke a buck a d&1 sawmg,
that' 8 about all fOu could ate.

Clear a buck a day?:I.
But wbe I went ~ COD;)an,. ~unt. I W8a gettingWell, prett,. D~ a buck a day 8awmg.

10 cet8 an bour...on CClnpmiY camt.

II ..-t' 8 that,

You _de bett.. 8..:tng th81 day rate.Day rate.

What jobs on 481 rat.,%1

Well, like tractor drlT1nS...r: was a tractor drlTer m 1927.Bla

II J'ar 10 ceta - ~
Oh. y~. it 0.- to 'that. see. _hm JOU figure ou't ~ got $.35 a ~th. end JQl work:~
10 hours a day and 6 days a _.k...JOU break it dc.n. it oomea to 188s than 10 cents.
yeah. that's w~t it breaD dCM'D to...then I got a $10 raise that I got $45 a mnth whm
I was working at Otter Siding dri",ing '\Tactor...weU. you break t~t 8'9'en d~ cd it's
",ery 11 ttle oyer 10 cents an hwr.

What was it liket: What di4 you think when JOU wmt to the C8III> the first timet
W"8 your 1mpr8S8ionat:

WhatIt

W.ll, it diaD't look yar,. good...JOU didn't ba'Ye no _ttreS8 on the b\mk, JQ1 had bocoda.Rli

R21 It was stra.

z. Xo, it was hay...they told you to go 111 t- bam and get hay tor ~ mattr ao JW
take gunny saoks and 1Q1 till t~ up with ~ and you lay th8D. dom, that's what 7OU lajd
CD...and I had a BUDnY sack tor a pillow} with bay in it...now, the food was spod...but the
sleeping wa8D't much...and ODe stOTe...the camp was about maybe 60 teet lQDg and more...
and they had one stOYe iD there...and it was ~st thin boards with tar paper CD it...
18ah, mch board with tar pap.. on it so the wind wouldn' t blow in th..e.. .well, when the
tire was in the 8tove I 88e the tSD.perature was jn there &round ab~t 50 degrees, w1nt..-
tme...but, boy, jn the morning water was froze 1n the water paUs...so it ~ quite a bit
bel~ zwo in there...and boy, you bated to get ~t ot that sack.

II What would bappen when the ~ would SJ 'to beat'

Rla 1f iDe o' cloak.

II Would the,. tell etor1est

Rla well, there was some that would talk...but others would make wedges...but me, I was a trac-
'tor driTer, I didn't haTe to D8ke W84g 80 I u88d to play pinochle and play s't1a4 poker...
that'e about the paeti8 you. h84.. .well. there wem't T8rY mch t-. 8.nJWay. Well, 1a1
get back to c~ it was dark.. .and then you ate.
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R2t: You bad to wash up every. ..wash and comb end be neat when you went to the cook caDp...and
you bad to go into 1OQr.. .and when a n- _n CaD8. you had to wait \mtU er)'bodywa.
and then 1OU were assigned. plate...and that was your plate. you d1an't go any place else.

Wba twas th is a.m if a gres gt17...I"
ThsBe stood near the door. there. and see that .reryone was seated before he sat.

-COoky' would show him. t~. where he could _t.

What was this &pin it a gl"ec guy wet to the wr~g place'II

Well, he w;>t 891oted...he got eT1oted.Rla

J:. By the shirt oolla;rt!

Rla Obi yeeh.

The sur whose plate it was.. .it used to be...X remember tbat Matt laho or it was walt
Laho...be used to be & 'coOky' at our camp and then there ... same new SU18 came...they
went into a table a little ahead. cd he only )x)llered that. ISiat ( , oman kersinan,)I.
the piSS into each his own pm... ...ery pig get 1n his own pe.

1'",e ~ly Been once wbe a 8m. waB 89'1cted.

That meant that guy that was :in the wrong place get out ot that table and wait until all
the mow was :in there and be 88s1SDed to Goth.. place.

II But the chuck was good. eh'

Oh. that tood -a8 good. oh\
working there. let's tace it.

Well, if ,ou didn't have good ~b. JOU dtan't haTe nobod7

II D.14 the camps get a reputation tor _'9'1ng good or bad toad'

!Up...they had DO trouble getting hands.. .DO trouble.

II -..e there acme place_, though, that didn't have the beat c1D1okt Can yoo r~~.. -'1'
of themt

Bo. I d~' t rensnber any that were. ..well. let' 8 881 it'd be difficult to remember any
8pec1t1c camp that was noted tor it. but I heerd rumQrs that there was up in the BUran
Mountains SCDe oaq>8 that they coul4n't get ~. that's r~s again.

II But that word 8pread qu1okl7 through the l\Dber jacks'

Oh. it spread like wUdtire...they couldn't get mbody then. no.

'l'e used to go...my brothc"s and U8 kids 18rS ago...we'd walk all the w.1 down to the old
haDestM4 there in ( " ) and oh. we US" to like. ..like Saturd8Y'. we could go in the
afternoon and the. c~ beck with Dad and th8D. whe. they 08Le back...and this cook, we

could eat aU the bal~ey md that we wanted and"b01, that was good...corte. 81d pi and all that...and the cook would bring US all...w.ll, we wm-e the ownm-'s kida, not that

we never realized it that time, but we enjQ)'et\ it ree.ll1 Dlch when we could _t up th..e,
but then nc.- that I been thinking about it. heck, we wsee the owner' s kids. end the cook
88d. sure that w. got good food.

I. .Although from what I'.,.e heard trCD the cookB in gcC"al. they wC"e good to -1 kida tbat
were around.

But one thing I'll haYe to 8&1 that the c~..Rl. Yem. well. JQ1 didn't 88e too 'ED7 ot the.



arT 929

a transit, whether he awe hired or not, he got fed and he stayed the night there...if he
was, not hired, he could stay the night there. ..the next &>rnmg he po1mded the roed. though.

R2t I th:ink they gave the breektast. too...they didn't put th8D hungry ~ the roa4.

II That was an unwritten rule'

Rb That's right...they were entitled to that ODe da1.

ma I do rsneIli)er once, I WQl.'t mention naM...he was trca Tapiola. that guy...and yeara
lat_..it werc't lon.g ago...he wae peddling tim...and he came up ~ place and p81dled
ti8h...and he 8lept the night here...Ma said, '.ell, I don't kn~...'...J8ah, he want~
to Bleep one night at the camp up there. they wouldn't let him Bleep...end he said he W88
80 mad that it he had a g\m, be would haTe shot the guy...they had to leave in the n:igbt
time 80 then...we had lights...and they had com in up our place and asked it we Could
keep them...they weren't sll~ed to stay a night at the c8llp...arid we had a big
tamily end we bad a lot ot t im8s tour teachers (betore years " ) we haTen' t
got 80 much bedrooms but we had bedding...so we made roam...pallets...eo they slept the
night here...I d~'t know how many wae there end they slept the night, there, and the,.
ted always ted...and I still...anyone c~ in hce during...when I'. eating...

regardless ot what time it ie...they 0<XDe in md they haTen't had a _al. I'll teed th sometimes it's not good, but I'll share it.

II Th..e were a lot of custCDS like that. I recall, in SC18 of my .mterY188s. of mn tellJDg
me about camps they had jn the woods, bunting campa, and they would leaTe them unlocked,
and years ago people would com .m. make themselves at bmIIe, Mt, clean up the place, wuh
the diehee, JEybe chop a 11ttle wood, 80 that the next guy that c~ alcm.g would haTe thmga
a little better or just as good.

Rla Oh, yeah...our h\mting aback up there cm the Sturgeon, we always had tood, th.-e...we had a.
note ~ the table, tacked near the table, wh..e they could go und.- the tloorboerda: cd take
out canned goode, what we had, and a note would be put, tbe name and the note cm there.
'thanks tor the tood. spent the niSht here', 78&h. it wss written down rignt cm that...like
a log.

%. Would thve be rejmbursanent'

RlI Wo, no...well, how could he...he ain't going to make a speclal trip to bring tbat, there...
it's jQst a gpod gesture...be thanked far it...we didD't eTeo expect h~ to bring tbat food
back...it wasn't much, just same sUbsisteDce, that it waa...maYbe a can of pork and been.
or saDeth:1ng like that.. .you couldn't have bread. just a c~ of pork and be_e.

II Well, that'd go good to a buDsrY man. wouldn't 1t~

I a: Wee J'OU taught that,

Rla In a way...~ followed the practices of ~ur p8reata:.
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Yes, I weB...in a way...you followed that...I guess it W88 more or les8 pounded in your

head.
'Iell. there was little cceptims to tba't...U yo\u" neighbor b6rr~.t tools trca ~ end
brought tbsn back m bad sbape. you did the 888 back. though...YOU know. if JW bor~ a
- and it OClD8S back with a kink in it. that saw is a1aost worthl888...ad they d~'t 887
nothmg...well. ~u're going to borrow sal8thmg from th_. SOJMti1l8 md miatortw.e
haPP81s that you OBit return it in the cmdition &8 JOU borrowed it...well. ~ dmlt
say nothing. neith then when be ~tiCD. it. then )'OU Mnt~ it. aee.. .it bec~ a
topic of discussion r~t th8re...why did I do this aDd why d14 you do that...then the
thtfti is iron.t out. ..and that usually settles the case.. .but at the t~. ~e broke that

rule.

. 8ligbt histor ical ~est ion now somewhat related to cooperat1Qn... 8geryone has said 1ears
ago there was a lot more ot it. lWeribod1 bas said that I should haTe been here 15 1eers
ago. What has changed' I'm sure that in tUling th18 ~t )"QUITe thougbt (aboot these ,)

years ago.

II

Well. I think prosperity has hit.

You don't need outeide help an~e like ~ uae4Well. 1111 uee aDOther word--the need.
to.. .you ba~e eyerythiDg like that.

m.

You 8ee, your parents W8re collecting junk...and by the ttae JOU are...you'Te beeo collect-
ing...well, like 1'.50 years old, I'Te beeD collecting tor OYer 30 yesrs...30 plus.,
parents...well, JOn baTe ~1te a bit ot stuft like tbat...you really 4an't nee4 to go aDd...
you d~' t really nee4.

Bo, there' a no need anymore for that...you got machm"1 n~.dqa...tbat one man dO88, -1,
tour, ti...e me' a work...where before ~e 811, he -1'l8t c~(!n't caD.pete in the need...we'll
Ba1 harvest and other chorea like buildings, etc...well. with machfner1 1OU got todar,
89'er,one ia capable of doing that...cee 8D ca do four ..'a work now.

Rla

.ADd like buildings, the,.'re all built alreed,. by our parente...all we'",e had to get done.
these fellows tbat are li",ing hC"e, ~et of thc is only upkeep.. .1t'. upkeep.

~1

That's right...but when the1 had to bui14 th~, see...well, JOU bad to ha",e help m the
buildings.. .end probably needed some help in land tUlage...JQU bad only one horse, ~
borr~ed a borse trCD the neighbor, or the neighbor 008 ad offered the borse...md h8r.
",est ing, the S8D8 thing...you pooled because of need.. .well, the same thing now. ,ou dOD t t

need, ,ou dOD't need the pooling. an~re...it'8 not needed.

Well. like the first binder the,. b~t w my dad. Uncle J'oel and .Andr-. the,. bought
it together...m order to get the D)De,. there .c-e three of them got together and bought
It...th.., needed a bindc 80 the,. bought it...three of them owned it.

That would bind the srain togethC' 80 ~ could tie it!'II

Bi.gbt...it was a bind.., was a ban'eater tor grain...ad then when tbreshing would ccae,
w.ll. they needed a big or-. each one trca b)uae. theJ'd get one or two 8UJ8, whm they
were there, when grain was being threshed up there. well, 1OU returned the taYor.

M4 I was the te17 an paid

II You reD one ot tbese'

Oh, yeah...company tbre8her...~~sny thre8~.

18 Who were tbe 8U78... in the FrobC'8 area!

Do. right here.
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They had a company. the (Limestone Mo\Dltain Threshing CaIp&ny?)

II .And where did that circulate'

Right here. It went up to Olayoo...Sut1nene and 'l'urpemene and X111Q1~e.

II BOw tar this wa7 toward BOro8oope~

This way went up to Kakelas... that' 8 whwe it ended.

'l'uruncs owned a share in that.

That' s bow tar I threshed in Pelkie--Turunen' s.

II ~1 that W&7 with the Ljmestone Company!

Yeah. yeah...1t w~t all down that road. the Pappen road...and then the Klemtti road...
and this road aU the way through.

II Who W88 in that companyt

Bla They were shareholdere...1 oouldn't remember just about everyone, but...

I. (You were theret). .see it you can.

All right. we'll start from the Olayco country. ..now there was ~y '1'urpeinen and ~tin«l
and Mike Kemppamen. ..and then we' n have to SkiP. th~. 'cause there wss no ~e :in betweSl.
Ws1aanen' I never threshed at Waisanen's...they bad their own...they wC'e mSDbcs but I
neyer threshed there...the CaR!ng dc.n, I n8't'er threshed at Matt Kaki' s, n8'V8r threshed
there...then comtng dc.n...~ce, I think I threshed at ~kO's...and then we came to Matt
Xmppa mat' s and Lauri X1nuwat... then we came to 10el' s.. .and then we came your place
(.11 X8II1ppainen's)...th~ Welt JJenry'S, Koskie and Kakelae...then I usually turned around
and came dc.n...and took Jlutkalas. Rosberga, aka~ ~kan_s. Andrew xsnppaincs mA
tram there I backtracked and I take Hiltunen, Klemett1s. and once I was to. ..he was not a
m81b :D arkonm...he was not a memer, but I threshed there...and I threshed at
:811ola' e and he w.s not a member...end :I backtracked fr~ there and I wSit d~n that road.
then...then I was a.t 10lgrSlS. they wC'e JD8Dbera...Xokkoa were membera...'1'&1iriainsa:e I
tbr8shed there...then .AD.dr. Kak1 was a memer...Lyttlka1nSl was a mSDber...then was (~:b19),,)
JDtt1...then across the road waa 10bD Raki..JlarSball. that was Ibilanen at that t~...
then fr<Xl1 there I scooted over to '1'\Jrpe inca. . .md Bonkala.. .and who was that Ibnkala' 8
neighbor.. .another Mak1. 108 Yaki' s... (~incyt) Antti. ..80 that was thi8 ar..

II You wet thraigh that :in one tall.. .one day at a place, genwall'1?

No, there was so~t.imes two day...I was OYer here two days one time...and not because of
any breakdown, either...,ou had lot o.t gram that yeer.

II a-er lese tban one day at one place'

Oh, yeah, oh yeah...see. there was the drought Y~s was jUst going away when I threshed.
scme muses It d be done :in about three hours... three hours.

I. What Y8ra ...e these now. again'

RIa ~1ng the drought yeera...'31. '~. '33...

The 8I'888hopper 18Brs...I don't kn~ what the year it was. but the grasshoppcs just wS1t

in and ...the nice grain...they just _t eY8rJt.hing.
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The be1gbt of the grasshopper rear was. I think. was 1934...'33. '34. '35 were bad tor
grasshoppers. ..and dr1...drought. ..tbat was the tilDe Aura tires -- al...

And that' s wh en this hm-e tire went ~gh.. .OYer the old h~8tead8. that tire.

II Ohl r~ht up here at Charlie Waisanen's and also the old Pelto homestead'

RlI The grain was so light the bucket on the threshing machine was set to tip at 16 pounds...
it oyert1owed because th..e was no weight there due to drought...

II No moisture content in the grain'

(Side .A. of Tape II)'

I. So that grain was 80 li8bt~

So l~t that I'd ha~e to set the we~t...1nstead of dumping at 16 pounds. I had to dump
at 11 and 12 pounds.. .and then the last year I threshed. it come only about halt a bucket
and it'4 tip at 16 pounds...see. each house bad to pay per bushel ot threBh~.

II What was the rate,:

Do you rElnSDber. I don't reoall...2 cents?

.e11 , it was aetting...ao much...aetting was...

Well, that was ditterst, but if JOu had oyer 100 bU8hels, you could set 8 100 bushels for
your set...that was $2.50, yeah...but later on it W88 $5...when I drO'9'e the tractor in cd
set up the machine, it waa: first $2 .50, then it was $5. But they could get a 100 bushels
of threshing for that 8et price...they called that a 8et when JOu 8et up the machm...,...

&nyth:IDg aver that, then, I think it was 2 cents a bushel.

XI I 8ee. a flat rate for the 8et price end th8D...

12: I think it was different oats...everyone was a different price.

II: Wbat were the rates there by the hour!

x. 5:Jw much did those D8ah.ines cost about in those days?

I think the last tbreshm- waS' $700.

31, I think it Was $700 or $7.50.

x, .A.nd bow moh WC'e the shares,

81, I th:lnt it'd be $10. wou1chi't itt
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JD then same bought...they had to buy so many to get it paid up.

Yeah. I know BUtunen and JOur dad was in on that.

And Waisanen end. I thmk. 10e1. and Andrew Kemppainen...and they had to fork oyer the
rest of the DOney to P87 oft that. ..and 80 then when they had the ueting. they said.
'A Tote, a Share'.. .that ..s Toted.

But that's what a lot of th8D. skipped out of there, though...they didn't th:fnk tba.t was
fair. see...well. we'll say.. .your dad had. say, 10 Totes.. .HiltUnen had 10 Totes... .well.
10el had 10 Yotee...w~. you had a corner of 30 Totee...well. you could just about run
the meeting.

x. At that pomt it became like a oorporati~. moh d1ttC'ent frca a co-op...the more Sh&t'M.
the more say.

That was not a true, co-operative method, sse...but this was to protect the ODe that put
the most money in it. ..so it was a Tote, a share.

Yeah. there was Wais8DeDa. Ded...

I know Hiltunen was 1n it, too.

Dad was there, I mow...because it was always Toted who gets the job of thresher...ed
then when they had a metmg, they'd bring it up, well, you w..e...Laur1 X8DPpa:in- was ~e.

I was three years, thresh8rman.

Lauri K8IIppainc was, .Art Weisanm waa...and I mow 1i:Jnkane w.. once a help.., you had a
helper, too, there, sometimes...

II Was that CQ1.sidS'e4: a good job' Thresher?

Rla Rot reallJ.

II Wae it a one-Dan or twO-aIC oPere.t1ont:'

( " weg- ),

II 'lh88 ... a limit!'

121

ala

R21



~'34

I think But inena: wC". in Q1 't21at. too.

Yeah, there wae only a few.. .then they dlTided what had to be paid and they gaTe each a
.bare. So then, it I'm not mistaken, wae it aix or seven aharee wa. the most...I kn~
Dad had what there was.. .m1d then there wae acme they wanted to get in m it and :in ordmo
to get in, ,ou had to get in the good terma with the big ebareholdca.

Because they had the ~ote whether or DOt you could came in~II

Yeah, well, we'll aey that the territory was 1bD1ted or the amount ot threshing a machine
could do...we11, all right, ,ou don't went to take another an that'. 10 Jrl1e. out ot the
way, he'd be a 11abUlty in their asset... .you wouldn't went to gp maybe 10 mU- out
there' cause he wanted to jom the cC8pany. ..and I caD und..atand that.. .the'Y were think-
ing ot their own grain, you bow...they didn't want too mmlY in thcoe.

And 80 you needed it m a mall area because the grain bad to be threshed within a abort
period of time,

II

That'. r1gbt...80 the)" didn't want to apand too big of an area...the need wam't the-e.

You haTe to thresh when it's dry. right.. .cd just like yoU make hay wbell the sun shine..
you threm 1a1r butt off when the 8\111. 8hines and you get &8 Slch done.. '1OU aen, right'

II

If the company's too b:is. one machine can not h8D4le it.

What .88 about the limit in those 4ayac ( ,in n\DDbco1ng t)II

Ria Well, when I counted it, that' 8 it.

II You could ~t handle 8're'

Rla No. then you 8tart going into the rainy season in the fell.

Ia Was that puah:1ng 1 t,Could it 8'f8n he'9'e be- a little -]]c in those days,

Ro, this WBS just right...it it W88 SlB11_, well, ths ~'d ha...e a _chine not working.
This was just about r1ght...,ou worked jun about al11Ou could handle.

II Whc 414 7OU gen.-ally start threshing'

R18ht nay when the grain was ready.

Y88h...WhSl they're all (wh1ningt) far the first tbreshing. Wow thce was a ruling ~ that...
the ruling ~ tbat -.nt this w&7. W.'ll -'1 that we started 1n the Cla'1co oountr'1 fJra.'t...
we ended up at *tt Hilt\mc'. or EUola' s last. ThSl the next year it start81 thce first.
ed end81 thce lute

II So the gUJS who h84 the moat Shares didn't alwa78 (set the first one')

Ko. it didn't make ~1 dif1'm-enoe...it'. where they mded la8t last 1-r. they got it 1'1.1"8t
the next '1e&r.

( B8lfback?)I. ,
Rla Right...'JOU reT8r88 the. let' 8 say. the journey.

II .Ch per.on. then. would pay according to the eat fee and the inarel8nts for the nWDber8
of buehels oyerl

all Yea. OYer a hundred.
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II, ~ paid to the company and wbat would be done w 1 th that moneY"

That went to paying the wages of the tbresherman, the fuel. the oil, maintenance coate,
break4c.n coat, and then the ~ey went into the company f'md.

II What would happen with the company tund?

There W88 80 little left over...that you might say...if I ~@Mber right, the last year I
threshed I thmk they had $180 cash left over, the last year I tbreshs1.. .saD8hce in
that area.

Well, then, I th:ink that it they bad ~ey I guess the next year they dropped the threshing

price.

'No, it W88 not a profit business.

It was just to pay the expC8es.

%, An.d wbat about for non-mGbers, was it your decisi~'

1 did thresh...1t was not rq decision. When I threshed...I thmk it was ;SUo1a was not a

mcb 1 had to get permisai~ frca. 10e1 who was the pres1da1t.

But they had the meeting once up here at the summer kitchen. ..and they brouBht it up to
that non-members, are they going to vote to allow~..well, then the7 were deci4~ at the
meeting, if they had t- and it was on the way...then it was: 0.:1:. but they were not going
to go 811 place else.

II Generally -mere first...did the others pay a Uttle high.. rate'

Bla

Dad was the 'treasurer.

Dad was the treasurer...who waa the secret8r7?

( "Uantl' )

Oh. I thmk they all of thc had to agree.

In, No, '1081' 8 word was all I needed.

R2a

R11

II

lb.,
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taking up the time 80 they didn't want to jeopardize their ton1me aga1net their tort\lie...
I 41dn't go to R1ipi' 8... I didn't get there tor one time.

II

Yeah, the Pine Oreek

Thc-e was also ca.e in Pine Creek.I thoUght it WBS called the Pelkie Threshing Compen1.x,
.89'&" knew of the Pelkie 'fhreshing CaDP&D1, n89'8r mew of it.

. Pel to bad a thresh...

That W88 his own machine.. .no c~ny.

Tul1kansas b8.d a thresh...

ThEe was one ~t in ~.II

'!'bat wu 'l'ulikangas...'tha't was private, Beet

But they all rc aboutThere was a Bo1Dier, too, who di4 it around the Grist Kill er-.
the same way as djd this one'

II

!'here W88 CIl8 in Biaula. too.. .;110...

There was another Ofte. too...'9'arline...'9'arl1ne was a pri'Yate outfit that went threshing.Rli

Did the pr1...ate outfits charge about the ... price or di4 the,. try to undvcuttII
Wo. it w&aabout the same...about the same. Bl Pelto tr&'Yeled all OI'er. tbougb...he wsa
all over...K.eenaw Bay and...md he threshed around Baraga. there ee. Verl1ne, the,.

quit it.

Bli

'rur\mm had a thresher, too.. ..Andrew.R21

The machine cost 80 Blch _4 theThat waan't really a big ~ey-D8k1ng operation, .88 it'
expenses...

Wo, it was not as Buch...and 80 cheap, that bushel.

jnd the tarmers didn't bave that muCh money to pay. rigbttII

.And then they 41an't have big acreag-. that's where you make the a)Dey.

J'rca wbat I hear, that was reallyYh8 t ... it like'11 Well. tell.. a little about it.
8CD8th1ng.

That w.. a big deal...that was a big deal, that banest.

II You 'tell me about it. Wbat w.. it like'

Well, I can tell ,ou I ate chicken tor two weeks straight, eTery do88ODe bloody meel. That' 8
the beat meal ,ou can gl~e a men is a chicken dinner and I ate chicken till I was 80 sick and
tired I didn't want to see a chicken.

II You ate go04 in those days, didn't JOu'

I ate high on the 1M:>g, let' 8 M7 it.
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'Iell. 8'rerything was the best :In threshing 48188

You'd come dirty...they bad white linen on the tables...the table was loaded 80 it was
sagging.. .coffee eT8rY ten mmutee. fifteen minutes...they'd bold the ~P. JU knCM't come
for ooffee...rlm.n1Dg in and out for coffee...that was a big 89Ct.

I h.r4 tbBt the1 would start cooking wa1 ah- ofThat was sanething tor the wcmlen. too.
time to be prepared tor th18'.

II

But they all cooked the b- in the house--ah1oken.11,

That was the prime...if you bad & cbicken 41nn.., that was the best.R2a

The best...and I W88 sick of chicken...I couldn't stand...and then I went to Makela's. I
didn't get chicken. you lm~ what I got thce...st_. beet st_. I enjoyed it. beet at..
Chicken" :lYe1'7 hm18e\

tna

I undc8tand Ulat the k148 reall1 thought tbat 88 8O~th1ng.II

Oh. yeah. 1OU had to shoo the kids trCD the belt...that was my job...see that the kids:
don't go in the belt.

II That W&8 4rlT1Dg the tractor...1t was a tractor-4rlTen thing'

Oh, Jeah...they 13ked 'to tool arotmd the bel..

II Stick sticks in th..e?

No. get the ir nose too ol08e.. .and pretty soon maybe haTe a hand in there.. .Oh. I used to
shoo them kids -ay. you kno..

II I heard that the kid. ~uld stand. out and. watch dad and watch that aU- p1le ( " ),

Yeah. end that blowing thin. you 1m~...blow the straw out thc-e. you eo-.

II 'lh81 someone was stacking it in a pUe. r~tt:

Rla Bo, they'd let 'er 8).

121; Well &<De.. .we bad a storage...

Well, there, yeah...1Our dad Wee always out thc-e...wh,y...oo. Cay Denia wasn't ther~

I was too 811BU.

Yeah. they uaed to bl~ it into a building.

II 'lhe kids would be able to stay ~ from 8c~ol on that day (and the neighbor kid.,),

Well. no. not a1ways...if you were big enough to change sacks. that was your job...same ~8
with baga see, the thresh&' would d1Dap cd you bad so an,. (~ts') I think it was, end how

1MnY 4\8pa...

m,
R2'a: Scxaotimes, we'd till the bag right full 80 that whe a 8U1...(big 8UJ". .th& got a ( ,? )

tor that. ..then sometimes we'd carry them end then other ttD8a we'4 use the horae. ..~...
8:aD.etimes you'd ha'Ye to be r'8ming.

all You bet, especial1,. when you bad to put upstairs of the granary.
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Oh, boy, I know...we had to run like the dickens with the...there was three guys carrying
the grain and ~u got to be r\JD.ning.

Oh. when the grain was good I'll tell you that thing used to produce...th\Dl1p. thump. thump.
you know...the b1ggest set I had was 1.200 or 1.300 bushels at one aet...tbat was SUtinen...
that was the b~est set I had...end the longest set I had W88 tor Turunen...I tbre.hed tor
t~ee' days. atraight...all hayseed...boy. did he get the alfalta.. .you know, altalfa. it' a
a technique to know to thresh altalta it'8! that the seea 18 1ns1de ot .. pod like a ramt.
horn. it's arooked...and you bad to set it S) you'd ~ it two times through...and you
couldn't teed it hea'97...and the concavu I bad to shut it so tight that it grind it...the
hay came through ground...and then I pass it tbrough two times...but look at the price you
got tor hayseed, you know...and altalfa...boy. did he get a lot ot alf8lta...I think it
was, must be around ~ or 3.000 pounda...that's the longest set I had...and with threshing
back ot that Pelkie 8Obool, th..-e...'there wuc no school thE days. yet...we threshed thce..
noon time we'd go up to the !:¥)use, thce. to ea't...and then cane back...cottee was brought
in big urns 09'" 'th..e. yeah.

II: I heard that that ~ one ot the days that the woman ot the house woUld shine.. .that was
whm her reputation...

all I'ell. I had plenty of' that, too...I ~n't eat lSlX)n pie today, nap.

XI But there was this little elsnent of c~etitiQ1 on the part of the WaDalf

R2t Oh, yeah, I think Bo...not that I could rememer, but I think there was because they tried
to outdo the next-door neighbor.

You mow, it's a funny thing...like the other threahet"men used to stay night yet at the
hoose, but I didn't do that...I alwaya: went haD-e, see...well. Lmda would ccme and get me
with that Model-! J'ord. you mo and bring me in the morning...the tirst thing I'd ~
into the.. .say, I'd oom into YO\ue yard in the DM)mmg. ..tirst thing I had to go in and
haYe a cup ot coffee, that was a DI18t th81 you went out there and you gassed up the
~u1pmmt and the guys start pulling in...cott.. again, and then you started it up.

I.

II:
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Bo, but if the house had -~gh to JED their own crew, nobody ~ there and they didn't
go anywhere else, neither...then if 1m1 needed a crew, you had to hire it...like Henry. he
didn't haTe a big cough or he cm.ly had two bo18. I guess...~ry Turpeinc, see, he
ha4...,Ahtiwa8 too ywng, 18t...WUlard and 8omebody else was the only oo.e that was h~...
oh, the oo.e that' s 111 Detroit, now.

1121 Ano, he' 8 dead.

Yeah. ArTo and Willard were the only boys he had...and himselt...that's three man...that
wasn't 8nQlgh...ao he had to hire other mm...Sutinen bad their own gang...they had nobody
there.. .and all the rest they swapped. you know...but BOnkanen was in tough shape...he had
one boy, just.

In.

.AJ.vm...he had two, .Arnold end ,Alvin 1rnold was gone.

Yeah. but Arnold was gone. there was only A1TiD...no. jrnold wasn't sane, he was there.
yeah. he was thcoe.

II The bees worked the .8M wa1.. .th..e w...'t bees 8Terywhere except when there was real
need. r18ht~ Can you recall an1 bees'

Well, I can't recall, but I do r~mber that when they were aiding this bouse...end they
had...were putting the siding CD this house end ODe ot the first rolls, the .cattold~
broke and they all C88 d~ and th..e was this Katt...~y, 'Joel, Dad, Matt and KIa1l
Scott wcoe putt:ing the roof end they all CaD down...md it wa now, it was ab~t 40,
50 years later, I was working :in L'.1nse and there was this guy, mJ parotn well, I told
my name was X-ppainen...C1d he started aek1ng me do you mow about those Xeppamena...
that a doze Xeppem81s tell off the root end S(88 more got lett out there...I aaid it
haPP8l~ up our place but there wasn't 80 many Xemppamens.. .there was tive that W88 doing

the work end they c~ down. ..and ODe was BnU Scott...and it happced h

II Why are there no lOD.ger 80 many bees'

Well, the need ian't there 8n,mre.

x. The houses are built...but houses are atUl being built h.-e.

Well. th1Dgs ba'Y8 changed. :It' 8 a ~8" problem..

Well. let's say the ~it7 of the wark8eDabip on building a house today, you jQst don't
haTe eTerYbody work on JOUr house no more...but the tradesmen haTe changed a little bit.
too...before they used to...eYeribody was able to work jQat as SOod &a the other one...but
there was not this real delicate woodwark at that time.. .now it' a different ~tosether.

..11, they used to use the broa4azes.

Yeah. and ,our trim was not bought. you made your own trm on the house. you hand dre88ed.
it...JOU di&1't go ad bUJ _terial to bUJ the oou8e. you _de the material to build the
house...80 it'8 the quality of the workman now. and what 1OU're going to do. ..you wallan'"
want a man that don't know 8D7 carpentery to ccae ad work on your house.. .he'4 butch.- up
every'thJng that he 414. JOU wouldn't wet that...! can't 8ee a,. oth.. reason.

II You mentioned 8aDeth1ng aboot mClley, too.

.B21 Koney, I think it was that because 8f'~ody is working out now...they ha'9'e to make a
1 i'9'iDS.. .and it' s nothjng like before 1-n.

Rla Yeah, they were -ybe working at home, just, and now they're working out...you woUl~'t
want to take an frca hie job to oome and help you out.
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Ch. that' 8 the probl_.. .betore thel were uailable.II
They were ~...they wwe tarming. well. the7 had t~ on their hade...well. now. nc
it I need real help. I'll call (just a little whl1e,)...tbsm down...aomebody...tbat if
the7' re a'f'ailable they'll o~ and gi..e - a 18D.4.

R2a

'!'bat'8 rA7 big thinS 011 th18 sun'ey. One ot the reaS0l18 why there 18 less cooperatiQ1, it
&888 to -, is people ere now working out. When yoo're working out, tor one thing, JQ1
don't ha'V'e cCD.pl8'te oontrol ot yCA1r till8...yw'.,.e got to pat in that eight bourse y~
can't stop ript in the mld41e en4 say, IOh, torSDan, I'.,.e got to go an4 help De1a n~,
see you later'. He' 4 8ay, 'wait a 8eCOD4'.

II

You ca't do it anymore...you haTe to be eight h~rs there or what..er the shUt is and

JOU star there.
~I

II Another rea8on that I was told, end you may agree with this. 18 that now, it you ha~e
people working end 80880De get8 burt. there' B a 1004 Chance that JOu end up with. l888u1t.

That's rtght...let's sar things ha~e changed.12:1:

Well, they've changed and the~'ve adjusted to the tbDe. more than anrthing e18e. The tDDe
has changed 80 1>8O1'1e have adjusted to the change of tM time. that' 8 all that 18.. JtJQ
celt change that...our horizons are t\1rther now. end a.lr reaponsibilitie8 ha'Y8 changed
further ~ than what it used to be...we U8ed to be m an 81'ea of. 8ay, a f- mU well,
our hor1z~s are at l..t ten t~ farther tban they used to be...we u8ed to go to Pelkie
88.Jb8 once a w.k and now we don't think nothjng of going maybe once a week to t~...
&ncook. }i)ughton. mJbe to I8hpeing. eyen... it 4<8' t mean nothing en~e.. .horizoa.8
haYe changed.

Rl:

well, betore it the1'd go to work. moat was walking distance...now they 4riTe.. .end it th81
wet to town, it was a two-day trip by train...ad now they traTel to work in town _er1
4a,..

J!2:1:

But like wheD theee 88ft tell oft the scaftold, there was no thought at the time about 1..-
_it and to try to get the owner into court and milk hm tor wbat the,. can get.

J,

Wo...the ODly ODe that got hurt was my dad...the rest...the 8oaffold~ came this way and
theD they fell off.. .nothing fell off ( " ).. I gue88 they had seeD them up at Henry' 8. ..
our neighbor_. they 88ft that the guy8 are oom1ng down. ..and they all came down.

R21

But like in those days there wouldD' t ha.. thougbt ot ( " ).II:

11'0. they dian't be118'Y8 in 8U8jng or courts.R2a

No, that -a8 done like a sland.. against 7OV own (reputat1~)...1OU know it 1 got ~
helping him...wh1. I'd be. let's say a bed an, if I 8ued him tor It.

Rla

Would 1 t ba'9'8 eYeD al~8t bes regarded u a sin,II

Well. let' 8 -7 .,_..Rla

XI .A.8 kind of . different fora of...

(Side B of Tape JI)

'Ie were talking about 1",018 kl811De'.II

B2t 8f}'018 k1el:!Denl...how to be alert ,. ~th the la.t <me...she bad . old 88:ing machine
it yea aU already g~e and then this peddler. S~ger .--:!Dg machme dealer. 08M to .ell
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cd 8he wanted to...ed we had a used 8ewing mechine...and she wanted...was it $15 tor it...
well, )Ia wanted all the attac1Dents tor it that time...he said, 8I'11 send the attachments
tor ,ou'...so then our machine all of $5 for it...plua $15 cash...she said, 'I'll s8ftd 1OU
the attacbments'...and Ka said, 'That's O~..I'11 holdback $5 out of that $15...whea I get
the attacbmmts, I'll g1Te ~u the $5.- Well, when he found alt1bat, he said, .You could
have that othc- machine.' )Ia 8aid. 'That' s already don... .1'Ou coold haTe it. just throw it
anyplace JOU went. but I'll keep that $5"...80 he 8ald, 'Well, I'll go look in JD7 car. Ka1b.
I haTe all the attacnment8'.. .wel1, he came back and he had all the attachments so" gaY'
that $5...but it She would b8Ye giTen that $15 that would haTe gone but she got her attach-
~t8, not that She needed the...she's neYer used th8. like tbat. but she wanted aU the
attac1aents to the Singer 8ew:ing machine.

II She was on tbe alert to him, though.

~;I: She was right away alert...end thm I eaid, darn it, that they may think that they're dumb...
but boy, no wonder that how right away they're one step ahead of these...1 would haTe taken
a guy' s word that, -I'll send thc.'.. .but she wouldn't.

II You knC:M 'tots kielinen. !Mans other tongue or other language. Wh8D8'9'er someone would ~e
in speaking BDgllsh years ago, peO»:1.e in the boos. would S&7 to one anoth., 8tois kielinc' ,
and illlDediatel., they'd be ~ the alert because so men., people at the time w..e _indle4 b7
these .g1ish-speaking persons and it was strangers, tor the moat part, that w..e .g11sh-
speaking persona. and 1 twas usuall., some sort of a peddler or a wheeler-deal. that was
making hi. ro1mds through the ar. that the., were talking about. right'

Ra Well. it se8ed that thcoe was a T8rY lot of that 8W indling cd stealing.. .end the mmute
that the7 only sa14 'tois kieltneo' they were on tbe alert. ..end the other word they said.
well. 'You're a croot. and I'll be darned it I'. sping to be taken. That's what it .-ounted
to...and like thcoe when Mother 88id. 'Well. that's O.K.. wben 1OU bring the --chine ytll
siTe tbe rest.' well...

II
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~ used to peddle Oa1t here a lot...(Kenton')...started ristlt after 'the First War...they
called him Armelo and he was a ... Shiplan...Shoeman...he changed his name to Sho~
. cause he didn't think the :Finns could prono\m08 it right...the., called him Shi't8SD,
8h1't8n.

II Bis name was Sh1~'

ShiJman, ShipDan...I dCG't mow his first n8J8...but anyway whe they call h.ia...the
somebody wrote on his nBM S-h-i-t--.n., Shitman...well, then he changed his name to 8me-
~, Mr. Sboeman...end he used to come and be bo~t all the chickens, cal~es, cows, aDd
he didn't.. tirst ha~e a license to ped4le...peddler's license...and the (1 won't~-
ti~ this name) he had a store and he wanted to stop it...and he stopped it tor not _ing
a license and he bad to get a license...he wa.'t peddling tor awhile and then he came up
our waJ' and Xa asked him ~ come he was stopp8i by that guy tor peddl1ng. ..and he used to
buy...well, potatoe~. and JOU name it. t~ products, he'd buy it and JU'd get SQ88 cash
and a lot ot it in barter...aad he uaed to ba'Ye a slip...like up oor place eye he had a
slip ot paper...what he 80ld tor ~...and it ,ou owed him Ja)D.ey it was down ~ thC'e aDd
if he bad credit, it was dc.n there and haw Blah credit you got...and ,ou kept it...he
didn't keep it. ..then the next tSme he'd CaD8 and he'd 8ay, well. wh...' s that slip, and
I know Ma...it wsa: m tbe other cupboard...he'd come and produce that alip 81d tbere it
was added on...his bookkeeping was right there. BB used to stay up our place a verJ' lota...
and then he b~ught and * would 88Y, IBring - somethJng goode...and like theyw..e used
to...hauliBg logs...and my dad...used to ha~e these sheepskin coats..J&a aaid, II went a
good sheepskin coat from him".' Be said. IThat' s 8XPensl~e. it'n cost about $6.501...
-I don't care. I want a good sheepskin coat.1 We still got it.

I. Be would mark that down and he'd go cm tra'f'eling and when he ran into cme...'

Wo. he 'brought it fr~.. .he ha4 all these oloth:tJ1g 4eal..s. 1_s. 8ma1gst tbsselT and where he got it. I dOD't know. But he brought it aDd W8 still got it...the De~or

bought ~e frCD the atol-e ad in Q18 y.r it wet...it '88 ell shot...but this Q1e...I
think we still got it...if I looked er~d I think I could find it D~...1t baa b881. tom.

%1 But this guy was mnest ed he was neapeoted"

IQ-:: Sane...1 h_rd SCDe say they accused him of steeling. ..trca our place. no. ~ etayei up
our place. in tact. the back room wa& his roCD... .but he' d c~.. .somt 1mee he'd ccme m the
89'8nings and he'd go...he didn't ask...he C8M and he paid alwa18 for his roCD and he w..
Tery...he was a Orthodox '1-. he would not eat cythmg made with lard or pork...and so he'd

come and b~ stuff and 1 thmk met all these people. a lot ot th8n respected this '1 he peddled end he dealt honestly...as tar as we w..e concerned. honestly...there is f-

that 1 heard that he dece1Ted.. .ther clajJ88l he stole. ..81d he bought m than bags but
then he'd 'take...he wanted the good bags and the I guess 11& seen him that he took 'the tom
~-. too...the tom ~ea'tree...and then Dad was ask1.Dg where was all the rest of the baga...
well. 1 waes8 he must have taken t~.

II Burlap bags'l

Yeah, so much a bag. . .and he used to get chickens and I reD8lber that ~e time he k1llel
eleven calTes right here...in tact, they would hit on the head and cut them and they wC'e
running all ar~d and us kids were running after holding onto the calTer tails so th87
woUldn't go and thm he just take the guts out and drop thSllo thce...and there was elev&
pil_: of guts out there. bad (hauled' the all)...1 guess he gave us a dime or what he gaTe
for us to haul the guts "&1...another t~~he...I don't know, he we. In such a rush 80 he
killed a calf up our place, he threw it...dropped the guts...and the calf was s'tUl kicking
when he threw it .in his pickup ad away he WSit. ..he wet up to '1oel's. the calf was gone.

II It ran awaJ'

No. it was8ill...l thmk it W88...01" did he take the guts, I can't r8D8llber which it W88,
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but anyway it kicked end it dropped off the back of the truck and (left it there' )...
bappene4 to be in school and ~r .,-age on the road so then our neighbors Barl and Bennie
( ,,) they sh~~ ths back out here and they were dragging al~g with one blood streak
ell the wa1 to JOel' s down the road.

There were a lot of peddlers that came aro1md like that, It wam't uncODllK:~'II

R2t Well, be was a steady.. .and then there was a fish peddler. Wuorus. and he used to come and
peddle us fiSh...he had a first MOdelJf end he'd blow his born.

II Ibw do JOu spell that name?

R2a W-o-u-r-o-a:.

'l'ap1o1a area'

Irla: No, it was in Snake R1'Yer RU1...just before 1OU ( " ) there's a hill and some on the
right it sa"s -.' s Store. ..do you know where Wayne' s Store is...down iran there on tbe
flat there' B that house...he was O'Yer 90 "ears 014 when he died.

But he would peddle lake trout'

R2a Yeah. regular trout...end he'd CaDe and well, there's everybod'1 bought fish tr<D him and
you could always depend on hm (such. daY').. .and he was real fU88Y.. .lot ot times he was
druDk...and he used to haTe a tendency with the scales...he bad one of these 8cales...and
then he'd put hie thumb and put a little extra on it.

II I. little extra weight'

B2a Yeah, hold it and press down on it would always watch him...for * he'd have to hold ..
that...he couldn't put his thumb.. .when he put his thumb there, Ma s&1d, m J'1nnish, '~lla
teasen 'luorua' p5kaloa punnittel Wuorus is weighmg h18 thumb...that he was weighing
his thU8b cd take it out of there...cd he used to...then Ma would...was a steady cuatcac...
Ma would say what kind of a f18h she wanta for next time.. .and she w.ted e1tber )'e11~ or
red...and JOu couldn't ael1 her an old f18h...nostrr~, boy, she kne. her f~...the wa1
she'd...1f she was ev81 suap1c10U8 of a fim, she'd take and ope up the gUls...look at the
g1118...11' it started 'to get light on the fish (gUls)...it has 'to be red all the way throU&h,
no fading of the co1or...if it was fading, that fish was old..

II But a lot of peopIe bought fish fr.- this ~,

R2:a Oh, 7eah, just aboo.t all.

Ia Do 1OU reJD8Bber his first neme!

R21: No, I can't.

II When did he CC88 arcxmd the ar.'

R2~.ell, he quit, was it...(" )...belQnged to somebody else and they had giTen...when they
were tram old 7inland...they gaTe b.-ling out tor being a little drunk...so he got kind ot
prat'oked Qn there and he wouldn't go sell any fish tor th and then lIre. Ru~a asked,
8Does Wuorus come here" I said, 'Yeah'. '.ell, tell him to CaDe to Pelkie...Pelkie ladie8
Wat1t tish, too.' So then next time he cem at'er to 8ell tish, Ma said, 'lirs. hODS and they
sent greetings to you...stop in to see theB, they want tish.' So Wuorus said, '0 ko neti~. ..
emenat halua kallaa.'...the Pelkie ladies went t1sh...so he wouldn't go there that ttme, but
he went the following (weekt)...and another ti8 happened that this Ol~ was peddling fish
and Ma was wa1 ting tor WuO1'U.8 come and he d1_' t come so she boUght thm.. .Wuorus came right
after and Ma sald, 'Oh, my God. I just bought tr<a Olson. I can't take anY'.. .and thc he
wouldn't CCDe, it was a lQng time...and Ma would see him ccae and she'd go with this pm
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to get fi8h and he'd ~ly step on the gas and go...finally he cae and stopped in to sell
us 8>- fish md JIa said she'd shake yoor ears for not bringing fiab. so he laughed and Ka
had gave coffee...but frail then ~ Ma n8Yer made that mistake...whSi Wuorus came, regardless
if she had bought fish tram others sbe'd buy some tram hbD just to let.. .she bought...aDd I
d~'t think she ever missed a...because ahe kIt- if_e doe.lt bU1 ~c. we w~'t get e,more.
...tb87 went to the market and well, the~d go straight to tbe store to (hanl')...but then
when they came back they 8!1 had time to visit.

II That was a r88'llar thing , t 1me they would make a trip to Pelkie!'

R21 I think they did...IIother used to stop vla1t ;( ?, ) Turpeinc and all that...but then th.8f'
were 8a'1mg when the car tmes came they didn't ha'9'e time to '9'181t anymore.

II They noticed that 1n their tDaet Why would that bet

R2s: I d~'t kn~...'tbat's what theyw... wond..mg that baton we used to...WhS1 ..e went to
Pelkie we had all the time m the world to ",lslt md we wC"e trsTelmg with .. horse 81d
buggies and now w8n we traTel with a car .. d~' t haTe ti. me to '9'isit our neighbor (when .e
go shop?) when we go Pelkie that's all we haTe tme...what bappeed. I don't lal08.

II Meybe in those days you took a wbole d&1 to gp to Pelkie...or & part ot it...you'd say w~.
we're going to Pelkie today. aDd 1OU'd sort at cancel oft that whole 4&1 in terms ot the
other work 1OU had to do.

112: I don't know.. .the WQDC used to go to the store.

II Oh, that was the ~. 8 job'

Was he m the woodst~

R2-1:Ye8h...or thm he was haIle. he Wouldn't...well. I tell you...this is a true bappmmg...
would you bel1...e a WCDS going to bU1 her husband glaSs88.. ...,e gl888e8.

.And he dldn't h8'9'e a pr88cripti~'
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Generally the women did that, r1~ttx,
R2a ~8t of tb8ll.

They _de 'the butter'becaus8 the men were usally working m the field or m the wooda1x,
Yeah, the men weren't laz7...the)' tigured that's e. women's job...and the wcmm used to
take care ot...before. olden times, the)' used to take care ot the COW8 and all that.

R~I

II Wou.n ran the farm, the operat ion here'

Woman ran the household. put it that .a~..~ost of them...up ~ere the ~ W88 t~ Ma.

II '!'he fmancee of the household, too,

She (had'> 8Yeryth:1.ng.

I~ That's smeral11 the way it was, here. too. right'; The wcae ran the finances'

Yeah, that's the waf it 18...1 think that wae the only tiM that druggist eyer sold glass.
tor sanebody e18e...1 thought that was pretty good, too, that she bought the glasses tor
Dad.. .see, they both bad same...

II Kind ot ~181QD. rlghtT

B21 Yeah, in tact, Dad ..' better with my mther's glasseS' than his own...so he had always to
wear Mother's glasses on his heed.

II ...the groceries and doing the shopping eye Jeers ago?

Yeah. they used to...the only one that was...my uncle 1081's w1te...well. 1081 used to...
but outside of the others. most of tbsm they went.

r. I just bad s~ idea' that years ago Pelkie was just strictly a logging t~ end there were
just JB81 hauling logs end there was n8Yer a womn around there.

That I can't remember...I was a little kid...that ttme, I didn't go Pelkie. but when I was
enough to be a cbautteur for Mer at Pelkie, I took her shoppJng...

II .And the womn would be raising the big t..111_. domg the barn work!
what kind of chores did they baTe to do. thenf;

What aboot the k14a.

R21: Well. same had to haul in the wood...some bad to pump the water...some. tbe older ODes.
they had to milk...the 1OUnS8st ones had to carry wood...and theD ( " ) (atn't got no
bardw ood t ) .

%1 ]bw old w..e the kids before they wet mto the bem. gc.-ally't

I starte4 mdlk1ng when I was seVeD Jeers old...got to get the cows...we had to go...there
were free because there was no pastures...they were all free...we used to alwa78 (up there?)
because you could haTe the cows on the road...there was no cars there theD...and we'd leaTe
them out there for pasture...but then I remember years ago...around '35. that's when they
became law that you bad to have the cows in the pasture.. .t~t bad to be.

%. The hazel Hi tab'
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I dcz't know...1 neYer did get it...1 alwa18 brought the ~8 bcae...well. 11' JOu didn't
find. 'h.. you went aga1D...~ tn. darned well ~u bad 'to...

Tell BlaSne ab~t that haZel 8W itch.II

Didn't ~ ner baTe to get ywr own switch'I had to get mf own awitch before.

It

Whc-e ...e 1Q1 born'

.Aah8Yllle. North Carolina.121
Oh...well. we he4 haHlnut...thm-e W88 . firat-year gr~tb. it'd be about that lCDg 81d
probably Galt that thick at the at..

Yoo mem at the ate 1 t waa alme' 1/2 inch in 4188'..,It

Wo, (" )...it W8S about that lODg...like ODe shoot...you could 8ee that it had starte4
halt way down...bud. were...and there weren't 8Oy IeBYes...and that's what we had to get.,
and that waa re8117 flex:ible...and JOu got that...you didn't get it OD ~ clothe88 al...

striot17 (down').

R2t

In the woodshed"II

~t Yeah.

ADd if JOU d 1411 . t get the r1ght 8W 1 tah the t irst t i1D8. . .II

R2a y~ got 8; licking tor 'that. too.

Too bad to go back 8Dd get another ~e end that had to pass inspecti~, and you got . lick-
ing tor not getting a ~od one, righty

II:

You got another spenk1Dg 8de 8ue... that we got the right one ( " )

What kinds ot th:mgs would you get a wh1pp:mg tortII

1121 Well, I got a licking for sw_ring. ~k1ni wa. mother ~e... it we were naught7 and d18obed-
imt...all I rSlBllbC' is when I W88: a little child, I was climbing the ladd",'...md the
tirst step...l d~'t know how high it was, but I had a hard tilDe getting...l got ~ the first
step and I lost., balence aDd tell...and I must ha~e ..or. prett7 mDch...I moat ha~e heard
eomeb~y 8W8ring 8) I le't ou.t a t- choice wor4a and Ma wesc...had the window ope ( .. )
are you 88e8r~ like that...( " )...well, most of the t~ there was alwa78 a switch r~t
in the corner of the...there .as a Bail...

II Right on the corner of the door'

~I: Yeah. there bad7.

II Did she co. out with switch in hand'

Bas Yea, she c_e and I got . p8ddlmg...( ., ., ) penta dc.n...I sure don't want you to sw-.r
again...and I d1dn't...(I was a prett1 JOUng man and I didn't swear')...I .till 4on't 8C8t
of the time SWMr.

II .And when you were smokinS'.

Bat Well. I wet...first tiM with 87 broth.. LMl1 8)k~ "had the woo48~ 88d I Wak
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we smoked (cedar boughs,)...l SltCked that. I ~ in...my 8)ther took us d~ into the
woodshed and gaTe us a tanning...~e had to watch whUe the other one got it...and ~
couldn't 88Y 8I1ything... if you said anything or m'ied or that ,ou got a 1 icking tor tha'.
too...you had to ..tch while the other ooe...well. then. we got a pretty good ~e that
time and Ma said. 'Bem8ber now ( " )...that the next time 1a1 sDM)ke it'll be twice as
hard.. So. I d~'t knCM how l~g I'd gone but our Uncle 'J'oel's boys and there was .mdr.
X8DppamSl's boys...and tbree other brothers! .~4 e got togeth.. cd we were up...
10el's boys...and ~d had Peerlesa:. he had a big can ot Peerless...so they took Sc:lae

Peerless fran ~ and we took acme oataloguea f'rca. the toilet and we went mto the wood and we scouted 81"01814...1 waa one ot the soouts and 1 was looking...the rest ot the cr.

was hidmg behind the s~s and there w- this balsam...we were watchmg...we w_t arOtmd
:in a circle Ed they said nobody ce see 1M there so .~t there and smoked Pecless thc-e.
1 rElllSBb.. we ~e. walked :in...l don't kJ1~ wh..-e was ~g f'ran here...and we
walked m...and no soon.. we got in...l don't think we got tarther thm r:ight th8re"...a
couple steps...and down in the woodshed we went...and we got it...first we got...! can't
r8lD8Dber what switches we got but we got 8tripp~...we went down to the original...811m8r-
time we ~y had oTeralls.. .shirt and OTer8lls. no stockjngs. no shoes... (down oems the
pant.') end I r8m88ber nCM the third tbDe ( " )..

I. .And you D8YC- di4 agaJn'

I,:
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