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Own Remarks-Subject:

Vivian Hiltunen, SS400 Class - This will be participant observation and
I will go on and describe my participants as I am talking. This discussion
will be on Christmas gift giving and that will be the subject.

I Christmas gift giving has become modified somewhat in our family
relationships. Particularly én my side of the family. previous
years we had exchanged gifts and everyone bought a gift, say a $4+.00
gift for each neice, nephew, sister, brother and mailed them early
and they got there. One year my sister came from Nebrask aiust to

surprise us,'gnd we didn't know that she was coming. She;mailed all

her gift they showed up on Christmas Eve. That was part of
Christmas too, I suppose. However now in the pagt years we've made
a point of not exchanging gifts even with the neices and nephew's
and this has occurred even during the past two years. However in
the previous years we eliminated by saying we're not buying for the
adults. Then it came)well, the kids will exchange gifts.“ Then the
next year we saidfeverybody's families are growing bigger and nobody
has the money that they had before so we would exchange gifts just
among the cousins. That means that would be among my children and
my sister's children and my brother's children. However, this was

.before my oldest brother had any children at all so it really only

included our three familles and by the way,some real close friends
of ours. We exchanged names with their familyf”'However this year
we didn't exchange names with e t all and ’the only people we
included on our gift 1ist were my husbands folksthom's folks) and
his unmarried brother who lives at home.wLAagwgg, reﬁpg, we each
chipped in and got a gift with my sister. We péﬁi out $5.00 for
each parent or say we get a gift that is combined, it would be
$10.00 for each family. This year we pa;:igghChristmas tree orna-
ments, or rather my children did and we them for Grandpa and
Grandma Hiltuneng Wowever, we didn't do anything for my parents
because they haven't put up a Christmas tree for two or three
years or so because they, figure there are none of the kids around.
It's really a sad custom' because we've eliminated going to their
house on Christmas Eve or Christmas Daygather, they will come,
these are my parents the Seppanen'gg&&J us kids at our homes.

I think it's somewhat depressing in’a way because my mother said,
"1t Just doesn't seem the sams without a Christmas tree up. I

put the ornaments in the windows and on the doors and we get the
Christmas cards but it's not quite the same as having a Christmas
tree# S0 this year Christmas giving was a 1ittle break in
tradition, §4 we called it. We weren't able to go to their house
on Christmas Eve as we had plandd to bring the Christmas g;gts
because of the circumstances which I will explain later on.%*

There was a funeral Christmas Eve4“fand we had made other

arrangements with Tom's famlly and as you know we've got to try
and play fair. So anyway I can get back to that also later.
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Christmas gifts.uw sister and I went together and got my dad car
mats for his new pickup and we got my mother, gee,I can't remem-
ber, well anyway it was worth $5.00 from each of us, oh I remem-
ber it wa a*n%gg couch throw. So I knew I wouldn't be able to
get thereﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁy Yster went over brought them over and they
thanked us for them on the phone{{we called them to wish them a
Merry Christmas on Christmas morning.

However, let me go back to Tom's family as far as Christmas gift
giving goes, We went together all of us kids, and got them a
coffee pot, and a shelf that goes over the toilet stand in the
bathroom.

So now Christmas tradition, let me go on to this now.

In previous years we always decided that you have to‘keep the
peace’ so they say. Okay, Thanksgiving dimner I would have with
my family at our home., Tom never minded this., We decided that
Christmas day, we had always since we had been married spend it
with Tom's folks, Tom's mother at their home, she would fix a
turkey and us daughter-in-law's "°u1dq§§? 57, oh I would bring the
pies) Jane would bring something g&lg% m;%%b she 1ived right
next door in the trailer next to * /16 s Charlene would

bring a salad, we all would bring something, but she would do

the initlal work of fixing the turkey and stuffing, but we would
always go there. So this year there was a turnabout in 1t)and

I know I was real hurt about it and I thought! Well why are they
breaking tradition, €ause as it happened one of my sister-in-
laws called me snd:shn=eaid,(1 remember it was a bad day and I
had come home from work, I laid down and the phone rang, I

guess I must have dozed off for a while because I was crabbyg
she said%oh, I got you up from a nap“and I said'no.” That's
another thing, it's funny you don't liant to be caught saying
you're sleeping. You're Just not supposed to be sleeping

during the day. However,I love to nap. My mother says I was
born tired, anyways Jane called, and-I wasn't in tosgood of a
mood when she called and she said" Sally,(this is Tom's mother)
isn't feeling too good this year. You know her arthritis is

bad and,well,anyways she says I invited them to have Christmas
dinner with us. With Donnie and I.” Donnie is Tom's brother and
Jane is his wife and therefore they would be my b other-in-law
and sister-in-law. It was really a letdown and I #£ys'6h.” I
know I wasn't too receptive to the idea and I was thinkingfwell
why do you want to break traditiogﬁ%;§g%§§15? And I also think
I was going back to the time when,Christmas d nnerflf'm going to
take that back we haven't always spent Christmas dinner with
Tom's folks, maybe it was two or three years ago gbs,it must be
three years ago, because that's when Donnie and SQ e moved their
trailer in Hiltunen's back yard. They said"Donnie and Jane have
invited us over to their house for Christmq# dinner, why don't
you just come over later in the afternoon?
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I remember I was real hurt about it. But you have to be careful
what you say to your husband because that's his family.and You
know it's so easy to criticize your own family, but you have’ to
be careful with your in-laws.especiaily-yeur-husbands. Anyways
this was at a time when things weren't too good in their house.
Tom's dad wasn't too dependable at that time and he was drinking
rather heavily at that time and she said well she didn't feel
like fixing the turkey dinner and all this, e 0 me it was just
a pile of excuses. So anyway we said'wWhat time shall we come
down and visit, that we'd 1like to see’your Christmas tree and
we'd like to bring the kids down ‘;g@%;’ G?el come after W:00
we're going to eat dinner‘firstfﬁn s Just a big push-
off. By that time I said'I don't feel 1like going and Tom says,
“we have to go'and I'm the’ kind, I know how I'd feel if he
d%dn‘t ant to go to see my famlly so I feel I have to do the
5%3 him. So anywey that was the Christmas we want, there
later in the afternoon. WNow this Christmas was,Xhe ‘same thing
and I remember thinking well Jane had promised to fix dinner for
them again. I guess I felt a little resentment toward her be-
cause I thought you're the one who's started breaking up the
tradition, yqur_supporting her. It Just didn't sound right to
me so I sald well I'll call you back. I had the evcuse that
Tom was ushefing for the church the month of December and our
calendar wasn't out for what time Christmas Eve services weresZd.tutd
so I said)wm"l'll call you back when I talk to Tom about it.
But 1f he  has to usher, there's too much of a rush and hassle
inbetween and we just won't be there. But actually it was an
excuse and I knew this but you see it's so much easier to say
this on the phone to somebody else than if she had come to talk
to me face to face. 1It's Just easier to put off people that
way.

Wa2ld A4fter I had said tha? and hung up I thought;hh you ought
to be ashamed of yourself! Maybe she's got a good reason, maybe
she doesn't want to have Christmas dinner. I started thinkf@ee
how would I feel in this spotZdnd so I thought “okay,let's just
let it,ride.“ I asked Tom my husband,about it 4nd he started
saying'ya, that's a good fdea, therels a football game on
Christmas day and wouldn't be kind of nice just to stay home?
Not have to rush, you know you get up real early in the morning
and §2%§a Claus comes, the kids are up early and your folks
comeqy(that's a custom we've had, we invite my mother and dad
for Christmas breakfast and the reason we fix a big Christmas
breakfast is because we knew we would be having a late
Christmas dinner. So we invitef them for the purpose of giving
them breakfast and giving them a chance to see the Christmas
toys. At that time my mother would, at the Christmas cards
we'd gotten and we would have a chance to visit.%# You know
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we've always had that Christmas breakfast, we've rushed off to
Baraga and the kids have had to choose one toy out of all the

toys they've gotten to take to Grandma's because there's other
grandchildren there and they'll get broken or lost}and hassle
rush, rush, rush d_this Js the way it seemed to” be on Christmas
Day. So we'&#%fﬁéglhore and more as we talked about it, maybe
this was a good idea, maybe your mother doesn't feel like fixing

turkey dinner. It is true, she has gotten worse this year because
she is arthritic. She has had to use her crutch.% So the time
came for the actual face-to-face confrontation/about talking

about Christmas Eve and Christmas Day)ceme—down to a Friday

night when we stopped to see them after we had been shopping.

So we came there and I was thinking this was the night we were
going to have to decide something. I wasn't too sure that I
wouldn't let a little bitterness show through because of the
break in tradition. Tradition is the hardest thing to break
and it hadn't been a tter of what, we've been married ten
years<and 1 remembenﬂ@aé year when we hadn't been 1nvited)t00j
and another thing that I wanted to say about that other forme?
Christmas when we weren't invited there for dinnery I know
the kids were getting crabby and I was in a bad mood and I
know I was getting crabby and myself I'm the kind of person
if I'm in a bad mood you know it. I can't put on for people.
I'm not that kind of a person. So anyway we got there about
“h:OO in the afternqﬁﬁ and they were just eating and they said
0 you want to eat/dnd we said’'Mo" beczvse(We had been invited
as 1t turned out to my brother's and his wife's for Christmas
dinner, a nice beautiful Christmas turkey dinner she had
fixed for us. But it wasn't the same because it wasn't at
Hiltunen's and it wasn't the dinner that we had always had
before and it wasn't the custom of going there,I guess.

[ -
They said & you want to eatfund we said“nq.ﬂut the fact was:
it had some hqgﬁgfoken the circle of Tom's folk d: his
brother's, ge no sistersy) and our familie ether. We
got there about gmme 4:00 and drinks were pouring pretty
freely and people were talking pretty loud and smoking in a
small traller-and you know how a small trailer is. It got
to be around 7:00 and I told Sally I'd really like to go over
and see your gifts, I haven;t even seen your Christmas tree
yet. She said Wait a while. As it turned out we waited a
half an hour and I told Tom we've got to get going.and Tthese
kids have been up early. Santa Claus comes during the night
and kids will get up at 6:00 or 6:30 in the morning so 1 saidﬁ;
we've got to get these kids going home.’” As it turns out my
kids always have colds at Christmas or they're sick or they're
under medication and I think everybody's patience gets pretty

\}
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thin after that time. Sp by this time I #e¥d Tom™fet's go'and

he agreed with things zjgﬁidfﬁbll I'm just a little bit disgusted
_myself{and I could tell this by his tone of voice soigg Just left.
4 Then as we were going out the door Tom's mother sai ,you didn't

even see our Christmas tree yet. Wailt a while, wait a while.

I want to help Jane clean up.” I knew darn well, I was thinking

to my self, I don't know it %tﬁ@gg out of disgust or what, jealou

or what, now your sayingé re's no senge in going over there.

The kids are tired and waking up gad, Tom's father-we always call

him Bad. He had already left and gone home to go o sleep because

he had a pretty good bag on so why wake hi d ravate

things. So,snyway it happened after §§%§¥EHE¥S§EH§§%€W rd ‘several

occasions ﬁéﬁﬁé she did mention that she Telt so bad, I know even

this past year during Christmas time she's mentioned that she

felt so bad about that Christmas, /Xt just didn't seem the same

th all the family wasn't there. And as a matter of fact it &#d
true that Tom's oldest brother didn't even come up to

Donnie and Jane's that day,and I really think that that they

were disgusted about it. éhey saidf w are we all going to fit

into that trailer?’ You figure about 25 or 30 people in there.

On a cold winter afternnon with the kids,~no way. Charlene

that's Tom's oldest brother's wife saidf‘b're Just not coming

up! &nd they didn't show up that day,and I know that Sally

thought about it afterward. At the time it was a good ewcuse

and I w that she was kind of in a dither herself over this

whole o fén they had there. I know even now this year she has

sald Just hate to break the tradition, it just isn't the same

as wﬁen we have all the kids! She has tgld me this in private

when there's just her and I, amd She says,well, it would be nice

to have all the kids together s because dad isn't drinking
now.

So come this year, it came down to the actual confrontation

and all these things had been racing through my mind, and I

felt well you can't have everything, you've gotta give up a
1ittle bit. It's gid.because when Jane told me that on the
phone, I was that we go there Christmas Eve or maybe
the Sunday before Christmas. Christmas Eve was Monday and Sunday
would have been a weekend day and not a working day,and we could
have gone there to visit and see the tree and exchange gifts.

It isn't the same as that and there's no excuse. When she told
me this, I thought first of all I object to it, it's a break

in tradition. No way are you going to do this. But by the

time the confrontation came with Tom's mother, and we were
visiting them in the eveningy that Friday night like I said

&k it came down to discussing it, I had somehow accepted the
fact that this is how it'ﬁgﬁoing to have to be,ad I had
balanced it out by sayin§ ay we've always done things this
way. Wow they want to break this tradition of Christmas Day.
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myself we are going to spend Christmas day at home which means
that I have to fix the turkey. I will have to do the work for
the big dinner. I am gonna be tired Yet I didn't gl;vam: to say

We'raggoing to have to spend it at home nowﬂga& I thought to
)

this to myself, I wanted to blame her and say, ok=y' you just

don't want to have it anymore.” S¢ I have to &ry and balance out

this dissenance and say ﬁg'll have Christmas dinger at

home. It's nice to spehd Christmas day at home all day.’

Therefore balancing out any dissenance I had by saying, ekay

%b'11 go there for Christmas Eve and that visit will be done

with, we'll have a nice visit there. We can still have a

lunch while we're there. It won't be a big turkey dinner,

but so what? Everybody can fix their own turkey dinner at

home and besides Charlene, and Dick, that's the oldest sister

in-law and ther. they have five boys and she doesn't

particularly care’to go out on Christmas day. I know she

has told me this outright herself. Of course not in front

of Tom's folks but just in a telephone conversation or just

between us. So there's another reason, she'd rather stay

home on Christmas Day too. “ So why don't we do it on

§3r;§tmas Eve. Let's have this Christmas giving on Christmas
e.

So I had already gotten these thin%s straight in my head. Well,
sure, why not have it Christmas Eve¢ e i@@;: -1gcpnveﬂ§§tzzn
I cah't be sure how it went anymore hitE-I¥iie e Taet,
remember distinctly we were there in the kitchen and I was kind
of leaning on this 1little bar that separates the kitchen from

the livingroom and Tom's mother was loading the dishwasher and
she said 1d Janey(now this is Donnie's wife and theft the

couple who lives In Riltunen's yardy) did—JFand have alchance

to call you that I'd like to have something én Christmas Eve

or before that’I real%y dldn't feel up to fixing Christmas dinner.
Turkey dinner that is.” I said ya, she called. I==gid Tom's
ushering in church this month 'and we don't know what time
Christmas services are going to be. Hé'%l find out as soon as
the bulletin comes out. I«saldewhywgt.” Why don't we plan to
have 1t Christmas, Evel We can come down inbetween tnere¢4%z%%@;;é;§?°
She said'®h fine. Then she started giving her reasons for no
wanting to have Christmas dinner. She sald she's been so stiff
and it's so darn much work that,I just don't think that I'd be
able to do it this year. I'm so stiff in the mornings when I

get up, 1t takes me many hours in t?gt$g;ping to get moving

it would be late when we could have en I found myself making
excuses for her why she shouldn't be fixing Christmas dinner.

I said,"'I know that's true. I s=$d remembe ad Thanksgiving
dinner this year and I know how tired you feel! You have to

get up early to get that bird in the oven, get the house cleaned
get everything set and no matter how much other people bring
there's that initial work of gettingdone and the hostess who
fixes the dinner gets 1ef§ with the work. Furthesmere I know
how you feel, I was tired. FHere I was rationalizing the fact

"
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that I had had Thanksgiving dinner and that we had had Tom's
folks also over with my family because even though it's a
tradition that Thanksgiving my family and Christmas with Tom's
family, I still don't feel that it's right that I don't invite
Tom's folks over, It's up to them if they want to come or not
They haven't in previous years. (As a matter of fact this
Thanksgiving was kind of comical because weéggg}fhought whose
turn is it to buy the turkey.- et £ at )

So here I was there making excuses, - suppose that's not really
a nice term but we were making excuses for each other why and
what we had done in years past. I've done all this work and

I want the credit and I know what it's 1ike,and you try to
feel with the person a @gy are doing and what they are

« feeling and as it ended“if))We were talking, smd=—Famid—ywis-
lhy don't we plan to have it Christmas Eve. We can come down
here. I knew before this that there was some friction with
Tom's older brother and his wife because she has always felt,
I can't be sure exactly what it is. I know when I had talked
gg her previously about going there on; istmas Eve she saiq)

e we have church and the boys don't really want to golgut.
And besides I really don't want to go up there.,I guess.” She
was that truthful that she just said she wouldf't care to go
up there and she has some reasons that I wouldn't care to go
into now. But anyway there was a 1little bit of dissanance
right there. As I was talking to Sally ‘@ was Jloading the
dishwasher, Tom's_ youngest brotherragvid came in(He's the one
who lives at home)amd- sayq"bhatf 're not having Christmas
dinner? ¥n§§gn you're not fixing a turkey?” I didn't say
anything. ught he was talking to his mother and David,
being the youngest, is spoiled. I thought maybe he does have
a point. You're b%eaking tradition. I mean we've alwaysqhad
Christmas dinner. This is when everybody coées over here, and
he went on and on. I thought for a minute Sally was going to
give %p and say/Well ,I'11l fix Christmas dinner Just for you
David. I was sfirprised that she didn't at this time because
she spoils the kid. She calls him’%he{kid, it's for the kid,

this and thet. She sald wedl'Fhere is alot of work to it David.’
- W that's true;there is alot of work to it.” Here
I was on the sidelines agreelng that there is alot of work to

it. Tom's mother said something to the effect wall "I just can't
do it this year David. You know stiff I am and I Just think it's
to much.)! David said*W#ell everybody can bring something.’

wilk (I always bring the piesy "aecan bring the pies this year.”

I felt kind of in a bind. s cause there I w this third
person on the side with Tom's mother, David and# 'm kind of
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on the sidelines. I have to play both sides. I don't want to
have to make a decision between both of them. I have to get
comments of we'll agree with eithir Sﬁ%ﬁ . It came down to “no’
that Sally would just as soon not”#fd ﬁnow Just how much work
there 1s., Sally saidiﬁnd furthermore by the time you fix a
Christmas dinner, you're so busy watching the dinner that you
didn't feié like even visiting afterward.” So we had to decide
this yearfare we getting together to eat and the women will
be busy working and washing dishes and mad at the husbands
because they're not watching the kids? @Are we gonna get
together and have a light lunch that you can prepare before
hand and sit down and eat and sit down and visit. I really
think this was the core of the whole thing .4l You know Finnish
people have this custom of having to eat whenever you sit down
together. It's very rarely they even put a cup of coffee on
the table without putting some kind of Nissua, maybe cookies,
or if you're caught without any homemade bakery in the house
you could put crackers and cheese or maybe this Trenary
cinnamon toast with butter or crackers and Jam.And more than
likely it's homemade jelly or jam that you have made or some-
one has given to you as a gift. Anyway this habit of eating.
How are you going to get togethery you've got to fix a lunch
or are you going to get together and visit? So this year
(Ghristmas Eve as it turned out, I found myself leaving with,
Gee“that's a good idea. "Wellall get together on Christmas
Eve. This was quite a change in what I had originally been so
upset about.# As it turned out it worked out beautifully to
go there on Christmas Eve. We went there on Christmas Eve.
Each one brought a dish. Sally fixed the hot dishes. No,I
fixed bakedbeans so that would have been a hot dish. But
anyay she fixed another hot dish ssiESERERSEEES. Sally had
fixed a ham and the bread. I can't think what Jane and
Charlene brought. They would be the other daughter-in-laws
to Sally. Anpay it was to supplement the meal. Now when I
look back at 4t I think we started a new trad;tion “why don'ql
we plan to always meet there on Christmas EveS" “This is okay,
We got there and we all had a nice lunch and I really think I
want to say okay now what are the reasons I want to go back
there and make this a new tradition. It was really nice because
we all ate off of paper plates, threw the plates into the garbage.
I washed the spoons and the few odds and ends. WNo we didn't
eat off of paper plates either because I remember rinsing off
the plates. We drank out of paper cups, that's what it was.
I remember rinsing off the plates and silverware to put into
the dishwasher and Jane loaded the dishwasher for Tom's mom.
Charlene had already gone off to church beeause they attended
the 7:00 service,I guess. They're Catholic. Our church is
Lutheren and our service didn't start until 9:00 but Tom was
ushering and we had to leave a 1ittle bit earlier because it
was storming that night. For ushers you have to be there a
little bit early and you know on Christmas Eve you have to be
there a 1little bit earlier not just five minutes pecause the
church is usually packed. ' And furthermore it was Pastor Nelson's
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last Christmas Eve service“ig you can figure there will be a §9w
more people there figuring, 11,he's not gonna be there again.

Anyway back to Hiltunen's on Christmas Eve, we got there and we
were the last ones getting there. We were late getting there
because of other circumstances. We got there and everybody was
waiting, the kids were waiting and Charlene and Dick were there
with their children and Donnie and Jane were there with their
one child and I walked in with my beans and it 1goked like
everyone wgs ready to eat. The kids were saying €an we open
our gifts? As I sald with Tom's folks we buy a éroup gift that
we can get something more together. However,with his folks
they buy for everybody. Like Tom's mother and dad will buy for
Tom and I and each of our children and they'll do that for each
one of their sons, their wives and the children that they have.
And on top of that Tom's unmarried brother David, I swear the
only time of the year he shows generossity, I suppose he has
Christmas spirit,I don't know., He does always and he has this
year go and buy a gift for each one of his neices and nephews,
And thezrea pretty good sized gift. I mean value wise. I'll
be darned if that kid doesn't come through and buy something
that these kids really like. I suppose all of us have the kid
left in us,where we're part kid. They say a man is always part
boy. Like for example this year he bought our Meg who is five
years o0ld a closerand -play phonograph. She just loved it.
One thing he did screw up on, he forgot to buy the batteries.
However,Santa Claus came to our house that night and left
some extra batteries for Megy Because Santa Claus comes to
our house during the night and we don't let them open their
presents until Christmas morning except those presents that
Tom's folks give or that David will give., Uncle David on the
Hiltunen side. Then he gave Craig our eight year old boy a
Smash-em-derby. It was something that the kids enjoyed playing
with., He just chose real wisely and the gifts were loved by
the kids that he buys for thema4?When we -walk in the kids are
so anxious, we took off our own coats and put them where we
usually do. It was a speclal occasion but when we go to Tom's
folks I cgp't remember once being told melk‘Here let me take
your coat. We always take off our own coats and boots and
kind of throw them.. The entrance way in their home is into
dad's office. He's a bookkeeper so we just kind of throw them
on a rocking chalr or whatever is closest. If the rocking chair
is full then in this case we'll throw them on one of the beds.
One‘of the beds in the bedrooms. So everybody says wat‘let's
eat.' So she put everything on and she had the table all set.
She had a real nice table set with a nice Christmas tablecloth
and a nicg Christmas can@ile burning in the middle. Then the
kids said)eh boyslet's open our presents: Well they were all
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kind of half waiting for David,the one who had bought the nice
Christmas presents. He wasn't home yet. YOh that darn kid, where
is he?''We had been there the day before on Sunday. We had gone
to the funeral home to pay our respects to a fellow who had died
from our community. On that day David was leaving to go out to
somebody's camp for the night with a couple other guys. This is
where he wasn't back from yet. It's odd how people will make
remarks." Where is he®" It was already getting a little bit
stormy and of course a mother will worry a little bit more.
I can't say that she'll worry more than the father but she says
more simply because women show their worry more verbally than
men becauge aren't supposed to show their worry about things.
Tom said)Remember yesterday he wouldn't tell us where he was
going or where that camp really was if we had to get in touch
with him. He was really evasive about where they were going to
got' MR ‘Where is this camp in case we have to get in touch
with you?“Well,I don't really know, one of the other guys
knows where it is.* David stutters a 1ittle bit when he speaks.
If we had to go and look for him I'm not too sure where we
would have found him. One of the brothers made the comment, "
We're really going to have to tear into him when he gets home.
The sister-in-law's can't say too much. Because it's their
house. So they said wllE let's start opening our presents.
Charlene and Dick would have to be leaving soon and we would
have to be leaving soonfw. It happened %W way that David's
gifts were given first. Whether they were put there last or
what, They chogg those gifts and were ripping them open and
said look; look! I got the pictures back yesterday from
Christmas with the papers all around and the expression of
the kids with the gifts they had chosen. The kids didn't
realize that David was gone and finally somebody says, Wil
We gotta thank Uncle Dave for this“ssst where is Uncle Dave?
They started hollaring in midsentdteyFhank you Uncley where
is Uncle Dave?" So here he is missing out on these gifts,
that I'm sure he's taken time out to pick the perfect gift
for that child. He's missing out on the joy that each kid
is receiving from the kind, of gift thaz het chosen for them.
So they forgot about him we said'\He's not back yet, he
went out with the guys. Wefé% t eating, we get the men all
set up ani I g;x a plate for Tom, Tom's brother and his dad.
I fixed h g“ﬁiate but then he came in and got his own coffee.
We brought them in there and it wasn't too much long afterward
that David came home grubby as can be ,of course, because they
had been camping and it's wintertime. Cold and eyes a little
bit glossy so you know he's had something to drink. He says

e I'm sorry I'm latel This is the kind of expression you
get from him, His mother and dad ﬁzéd?ﬁbll where were you?
How come you are so late?  This is,¥1ther 20 or 21 years old.
You have to go into a 1ittle background with this kid to
understand. He's wrecked two cars in the last six months and
he went to work part time first of all for one of these
Pettibone subsidiary shops. Me worked there part time and
bhis term he gave the excusell two conflicts with two of
ny classes,(be was going to Tech)'I couldn't get them! Under
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a two year associate degree program I guess. Applied technology
that's what his field was in. Drafting and this type of course.
He couldn't really decide what to do this term. It was really a
copout. Why didn't he say?I Just don't want to go to school
this term." He had transferred from Northern and you could see
he was dissatisfied. Which is all right but I really think, . (4
these runabout excuses don't make much sente,NSuENSS ¥ he Jasd
been more honest with everybody and said:I don't want to go

to schools Brainwashing his mother, I don't know about his
father because his father sees alot too. I really feel that
anything he says is jumped upon by the fatrer where she makes
excuses for the youngest child. So David goes in and changes
and cleans up a little bit and he comes into the kitchen and
he's apRologizing over and over aaain. He really does feel

bad about not getting and he says,Ghe of the guys cars got

stuck and we couldn't get his car started. We had two cars

out there and we tried and tried to get it going. We tried

and we Jjust couldwt Finally, somebody else had to give us a
ride. Somebody else gave me a,ride into Baraga' (Apparentally
the other two guys lived in L'Ansel) Finally I got tired of
hearing this. I suppose I shouldn't have been so catty, but...«
& M. Fe said|I'm really sorry I'm late. I missed all
this.” We said?ya, you sure did. You should have seen the mtme
kids. They were really eizaged with zgur presents that you 4
geves them." He said this HAX,I said‘Ubll maybe you should have
started home sooner. Why did you leave until the last minute to
get this car started™ NWobody said too much. You don't know if
you should be catty or not but I thought well let's cut out this
apologizing business because you know darn well David you could
have done something about it really. If you had wanted to get
started a little earlier.

What really bothered me was the fact that David was coming in
half shined up. Or the leftover hangover, I couldn't tell
wvhich one because he didn't “look too heaithy. Anyway he's
coming in, this shape and we had purposely made a point the
boys had;('rom's younger brother Donnie, the one I was ’éalking
about has been in AA Mhat did he have. I think it was ten
months in at Christmas time. Tom's dad is on the wagon,too
Tom and Dick had decided too that it was not neeessary to have
any drinks there at Mom and Dad's at Christmas Bve. We would
Just have coffee and everyone would have a real nice visit.
They know and we know how it is with an alcoholic. That one
drink hs fatal to them. Here in walks David the result of
beingalord knows how late the night before and who knows what
else he was smoking even.

But anyway he comes in this way and I think the older brothers
thought)%f you're really helping the cause alot.’' I'm sure he
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got the result of the cold shoulder. Especially from the boys.

So Christmas Eve then did turn out to be a very,very nice
occasion. Tom's mother buys the boys all the same thing. I
guess so she doesn't play favorites. I know year she
bought the boys sweater vests with matching ties and each of

us girls pajamas and she had knitted each of us a very nice
white chook hat. It was something I really delighted in. She
has very,very fine taste in choosing gifts. I was real pleased
with my gift. She tries to choose the same thing but then she
realizes your needs because she chose pajamas with the feet for
me because she knows I'm always wearing a sweater and socks on
my feet where with the other girls she Eggse Just straight leg
pajamas. But she did knit the hats for, }and for our Meg timswm
she knit her a ttle white chook. Very nice and she chose a
very nice redf$ ts for her with a red and white tops and a
little perfume pin that she wears on the front of it and it
matches the dress. So she does chose well in the gifts and she
tries to chose everything of equal value so that she doesn't
show preference one over the other. For each of the boys, it
was real cleaver. She had got each of the boys pants and a
sweater and shirt to match. Bell bottoms no less with the cuffs.
She had knit each one of the boys a chook., Hats for everyone of
the grandchildgen boys is what I'm talking about. She has more
boys than girls., She has two girls and 7 boys for grandchildren.
She had made them in the colors of the Lions. There is only one
Packer fan so she made them and the boys were delighted and of
course Grandma Hiltunen had become the knitte &, the Niltunen
family. Whenever Craig needs a chook, bringfto Grandma's. Like
I said she's real careful about not playing one favorite over
the other. As far as grandchildren go.(fAlthough some will con-
tradict that.,too I suppose.) But Christmas Eve turned out to be
nice. We left from there t nking this is a real nice thing.
After we all ate and after Jane and I had put the dishes into
the dishwasherand cleared up what we could, put the jello's into
the refrigerator we all sattaround singing Christmas carols,

And what 1s nicer than that. Just sitting there relaxing.

Tom's brother and he play guitars so it's always a family
gathering at his folks. Whenever any of us get together one of
the boys will pick up the guitar and sing any kind of songs.

It was only Christmas songs. I guess we all left there with a
good feeling thinking this is a nire idea. This is a new
tradition. 014 traditions aren't that bad and I guess I was a
little bit sorry that I had even thought this is a bad thing.
This business of breaking tradition. Wew traditions can, are,
and will be a good thing in the future.
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I think I will go back into my notes when I was talking about who
do you invite to Thanksgiving dinner. I said before that we made
it a custom or tradition in our home that we spent Thanksgiving
with my family and Christmas with his family.

Well it so happened that this past Thanksgiving, it's the third
year we've been living in this big old farm house and in the
communities of Alston and Nisgula where we live. We bought the
old homestead here and I guess people expect when you have a

big house you've got the most room and you should have the social
gatherings. I've had so many different opinions on that simply
because like I said before I feel I get left with the brunt of
the work. And work I do not mind if I have the time to do it.
But I Just find myself a 1ittle bit under pressure in my particular
circumstances. Like I said I'm a real deviant from the role of
mother and homemaker in our community because this is my third
year now at Tech. I have to travel and I have to commute. 1I've
had to tell peopleflee I'm to busy I can't help you! JI've had to
drop out of community organizations. I've had to say fee I'm
sorry I just can't do it. And even moreso this year because

I've begun to work each morning of the week and my time is
lessened and lessened and I guess you know for people to under-
stand that you're too busy to do it,how do you tell them really
nicely, I'm sorry I don't have the time to do it. Would you

mind coming back another day? Without being rude. I Just can't
see a polite way of saying'gee I'm sorry I Just can't do it for
you.,* Without hurting some&ody's feelings. I've always been the
type of person, I suppose I've been raised that way you give
somebody a helping hand if you can. You know,help others out.

When I look back now before I started‘going to school here'Gh
what a luxyry I must have had in time. Even at that time by
complained 'm so busy I can't do this and that. And yet

I was invoived, I taught Sunday School and I was involved in
community projectd Sure I'll do it, I'll do the running, I

will pick it up when I go. People expeet you to keep doing
this. Even after you've taken on other responsibilities and
this is where the defi@ncy comes inybecause I've had to tell
people no, I'm sorry I can't do it, it's not so bad this

year. You know the first year I started going to school,

I really felt bad about it. I don't know whether it was me

ad justing or whether it was friends adjusting to the fact

that I just didn't have the time to do it. I don't know, I
suspect, I don't know whether this dissanance was in my

mind. I was trying to balance out my own deviancy. Gee

you're really not a good mother, you're not really a good
community member because you're not participating in all

these things. Are you being selfish for yourself because 2
you want to go to school and you want to further your education
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Are you harming your family? Are you making them less dependent
on you and you know that's another role of deviancy from the role
of mother yum 4, The whole family unit, the children and the
husband are supposed to be dependent upon a mother. A mother,
she holds this whole family, it's a coherency and you read about
Women's Lib nowadays and how jobs are supposed to be shared.
It's not that way in these small communities here. You know the
mother should be home. She should be home when the kids come
home from school. She's gotta have homemade bakery, she's

gotta have all the washing done and have the house spotless.
She's gotta be there to run her kids here and run them there.
Wherever they want to go.

You see I was able to do these things.but at that time the mother
was the primary role and the father wgs secondary. The mother
was there holding this house together, and when I started going to
school all of a sudden this 1s shattered and you feel like you've
become the town devient. You're an outcast because you're not
there, in the centralized role anymor?\agﬁuﬁgings have to be
shared. The husband has to take overh® as real fortunate,
I can say, I always have been. I wasn't afraid to say okay,
I'm going to go to school, that I was worried about my children.
My mother babysat during _the day before my youngest started
kindergarten this year, Por the other two yearsa S she would
watch my youngest during the day. Craig was ip school during
the day so he would go off on the school bus , I could depend
upon my husband picking up the kids at my mother's if I wasn't
home, Whoever got home first, this is the way we arranged it.
1!||ﬂ( ould pick up our children from my mother's and bring them
ome and start the supper. It was a sharojthing in our household
and it,was a good thing for us,I believe. “Healthy is that the
reaso lthy\I believe, and a good firm marriage. Because a
personé\ ther view of 1life and “fmgot to see how I could be
depressed in the house with these kids all day long and want to
get out.em Things have kind of changed. Al1 I can say is it's
healthy for a fag;%g to haye,I believe. I suppose I'm rationalizing
again for sayin amil have, it's good for me to go to
school because this 1s$§§§g§hing that I really want to do. I
really want to comphteq 'm making these excuses for myself
but I don't think that 'I'm selfish that I want to, I really think
that's it's good for a husband and wife to be able to share
things outside of the home. Common interests. Our children
have come to mean more to us. He can understand how I could
feel cooped up with these kids and it still makes me appreciate
him and my children in our home relationship, much more. Like
I said 1t might be rationalization or what but this is the way
I have balanced out my dissenance.

When we first moved into this house, the Miltunen home hadn't been
in the W‘ for 12 years. Somebody else had owned it.
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L}
l‘Let:'s have a family reuniqp! I thoughtﬂbh ya, where's the family
reunion going to be held f 'Oh,let's have it at the old homesite!
When you're with a group of the same family you Jjust don't want

to say I don't want to have it here.

Well it ended up we had 86 people,here,of course. Who did the
brunt of the work? Everyone brought tReir own {unch but it's
the woman of the house who has to have everything prepared.
And when you have a family gathering like that you have to
clean a little bit more than scrub the floor and dust the
table tops. You have to clean drawers and cupboards and you
have to have the spare rooms that you have in order and have
everything packed away. You're ironing all done and you're
mending all done so everything looks nice and neat.

But anyway Thanksgiving came and we've had Thanksgiving here

for two or three years now. I guess I've gotten more comfortable
with my family since this third year now. I can't decide if I'm
more comfortable or if my family expects less of me. They say
well okay,* we'll come over‘and I say,fkay pou can come over but
my house is a mess and I'm not going to do any extra cleaning.
You can all come over and I've got the big kitchen and I'll fix
the dinner.“ It's true, I do have the biggest house and the room
to seat that ma peopie in my family. But before this, my
youngest sister ves in Oshkosh, Wisconsin and she happened to
be coming for Thanksgiving to visit rather than coming 025%§§55;;
time because you can't always be guaranteed !li&il- roadg. t%s
been a year now that's she's been divoeced from her husband and
she has one son and she has this boyfriend now. Deug was coming
with her tris time. ay they came Thanksgiving time and I was
,asking my dad one evening when I went over there! I said WA
What are we going to do about Thanksgiving dinner this year?
First of all,my sister-in-law about a month before had J}oked,
she said wemA™ we don't go home for Thanksgiving( she's from
North DakQFa are u going to have Thgnksgiving dinner again
this year. said.ia, ya, I sure will, I knew,however, joking
it was that I should have this Thanksgiving dinner at my housg.
I was halfthinking:Ya it's okayx-but wait until the time comes.
And this year I can't gripe it did work out okay because it
was over term break. But in years past it has always been that
half inbetween terms and that's the time you should be reading,
catching up on things and working on terms papers if you have
to turn any term papers in. But this year I didn't even have
that as a crutch to fall back on so I asked my dad,wsli@ what
are you going to do about Thanksgiving dinner "I know that I
had to be rude to my dad a few times before he accepted the
fact that I can't be everywhere I can't be and everywhere I'd
like to. Me didn't want to hint to me that I should have
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Thaqysgiving diﬁﬂgr, he saidiﬂé were Jjust thinking of buying a
ham. My mothe ver fixed don't thiqk she's ever fixed a
turkey in her life come to éhink of it. I think we'll Just buy
a ham and have dinner here and Bernie and Deug can kat here.

You have to kind of feel each other out. ¥ere's my dad and I
feeling each other out, what are we going to do about Thanksgiving
dinner. I said,ws" you know that I'll be on term break. If

you want to come and have Thanksgiving turkey dinner, I'll be glad
to fix it Turkey each one chips in and other*s bring something
like we've done in the past. Furthermore, Barbara, the person
I've spoken before about in my other paners, her husband 1is a

long distance truck dpjyer and she didn't think he'd be home for
Thanksgiving. I said, you know Barbara will be eating dinner alone
and we'll be eating dinner alone and more than likely Marlene

and Ronnie waliBbe going to North Dakota or Minneapolis where her
sister lives.' (Ronnie is my brother)¥hey'll be going there and,’

I said,what's the senbe of everyone eating separate. You p

know tﬁat Bernie and Doug will be coming from Oshkosh. The

not coming until Thanksgiving morning and what's a better chance
to get together and visit. They've only got these few days.

Like from Thursday and they have to leave back on Sunday to visit
this many people. I said I'l1l be glad to fix the turkey.

Well whose turn is it to buy the turkey this year? So we went on
talking about this and that and I said well I can buy it. Wot to
worry about it. So it was decided then that night that between
my Dad and I we would ask Barbara and her family tg_ come, and
we'd get a big enough turkey a~d ask everybody. it turned out
it was my dad's turn to buy the turkey this year.

So here you've got the situation, you've invited people over, buy
the turkey and what happend Craig,our son,often visits with his
Grandma and Grandpa Hiltunen'efah will get left over there on
a Friday, visit with Grandpa and bum around with him. He had
come home f[and I was kind of glad that my mother and dad were
here visiting) he saidI asked Grandma and Grandpa Miltunen if
they wanted to come ané have Thanksgiving dinner with us., 1Is
that okay?“ I thought now what are you gonna do. It's your
house, yop're having the dinner, but my dad was buying the turkey,
wik W {“you have the right to invite somebody else over to
eat this turkey with you! It was really a decision. So I told
my mother M Ve'11 have to see what their going to do about it
I didn't tell Craig that was an“awful” thing to go and do. You
%st don't go ahead and tell kids these kinds of things. WS

at was nice of you to invite Grandma and Grandpa over. Why
don't we see if they are going to Donnie's and Jgpe's first.
I said)vhat did Grandma say when you invited her You can't tell
kids \h. why did you invite them because as the child 1is growing
up you're trying to teach him "l you've got to include every-
body. You try not to play favorites with people and even if you
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don't think they should be there. 1It's really hard to i:ﬁghua 8
child to learn how to discriminate. Because a ghild when he's
years old only thinks about doing‘good things.' I'11 worry about
ityCraig pnd that was nice of you.' So you don't destroy the
kids self concept or image etc.

You go about inviting people for your Thanksgiving dinner, your
son has invited them over and your father is paying for the
turkey and it's your family and yet you don't want to say all
right now I can't invite my husbands family over because they
are Just as important to him as my family is to me.

So Jane called me on the phone one day and she says what are you
doing Thamksgiving? I says ws,ib're having my mother and dad
over and Bernie will be home and we're all going to meet at my
house. I'm going to fix turkey! She saysj ou know Crailg
invited Sally and Normgn hat's Tom's mother and dad/ over to
your house for dinner. i sald ya, gee I don't know what to do.
I sald here he went and inviteé them and we really hadn't
planned it that way although 1t's not such a bad idea. Has she
said anything ag ag??“ She said,¥a, Craig asked us{ Sally told
Jane this), shd”ht%n't called and said whether we're really
invited or/not. I told Jane that I'm going to have to call her
and tell her that they're invited to come if you want to.

She says maybe you should so they can decide what they want to
do one way or the other. You know we d4id invite them to come
to my mother and dads with us for dinner rather than have them
eat alone.

Well I feel that you've got to make this cholice. This is really
obligating Jane then to go to her mother%® and dads., It would
be the same thing 1f my mother and dad were having Thanksgiving
dinner and we were going to their house. I said okay I want to
bring my in-laws along. It's one step removed by saying it's

a choice between Jane and I. Saying Jane's got to bring them
to her's mother's and that's not proper either. It's more
proper for me to have them at our house because it would bew
direct because it would, be Tom's home they were invited to.

As 1t turned out I says I better call them and find out,and

Jane said'It doesn't make any differeq?e betause my mother and
dad are aiways glad to have them over. Which 1s true. Which
wouldn't be any problem as far as Norman being exposed to drinks
because Jane's dad has also been on the wagon for a while and

of course Donnie has,too so that wouldn't be any problem. Mere
we would serve a glass of wine but we wouldn't have to do that
because my mother and dad don't drink either. We can do without

it 1f it's going to benefit someone else from not falling off
the wagon.



BVT-VJH-18

So I think the ironic thing about it wasi&%r years and years we've
invited Tom's mother and dad to come over and eat dinner. They've
always sald no and they've gone here and everywhere else. I
thought this year I'm not going to invite them over because when

I invite people over I want them to come. Other years we've known
their not gonna come. The circumstances have allowed us to have
more people over. However this year there goes our 8 year old

son saying grandma and grandpa do you want to come over for
dinner? It's kind of comical I guess,when you think of it.

We already had a houseful and’it's pﬂ%s us in a bind saying =abk
we should really invite them over. So I told Jane I would call her.

Y
So I called Sally and I sai V%uld you likﬁ to have Thanksgiving
dinner with us? Craig said he invited you.And she says$1 told
dad that Tom and Joan have invited us over there for so’many
years and we've always turned them down and if they invite us
this year wg've got to go this year.! It's kind of comical that
the year "boy invites them they decide they have to go because
they did invite us and they would feel hurt etc. We didn't
feel hurt and with Finnish families around here you always figure
you've got enough to stretch., 4 So we had already planned the
menu before Craig had invited Grandma and Grandpa over so
how can we rearrange this menu. I know she's gonna want to ask
to bring something and she did on the phone she said’%hat canlI
bring%y I said ‘,’ aow about a tossed salad?” She dld bring a
nice tossed salad and she said'fo you want me to bring the
dressings, toofand I said s If you want to! I suppose with
parents you shouldn't say okay are you going to bring anything?
Because you should be respectful and say we'll provide everything
because they've provided for you all those years you were growing
up. But I get a little bit selfish or defensive or what because
I knew that David would be coming with them and we Jokingly call
him the gormet because vl he'd say, 're eating hamburger,
I had steak. I say it a 1little bit sarcastically but it really
ity 4s the way he is. Because he's the kind to look down on
iik! nose if you're eating something less than he but yet if
you offer him some he'll take everybody elses share besides his
own withoan wll you're leaving somebody else without
food. I let them bring for David. Because I knew
that other people would be bringing just as much if not more and
sure enough they came and she brought some delicious homemade
dressings she'd made. A French and a Thousand Island and she
left them with us,of course. And therks another item you know.
You bring something to somebody' s house and you don't say all
right I'm gonna take it home. You say do you want to empty it
80 I can take my bowl home and you won't have to bother with it,

That's another matter of politeness. When you bring things to
dinners you don't say I'm gonna take what's left home. You can
take your bowl home but you don't take it unless the hostess says
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we've got so much left and we can't eat it,why don't you take it
home.~ If you think you can eat it at home.4 It's this matter of
owing people money back and forth, wsl* how much do I owg you now?
Nothing, Are you suref a, I'm sure, Wil 4re you surellet me
offer you somethingt ébll maybe .50 or a dollar depending what
the favor was butit's the same matter with food. You know

you don't take home what's left over. Like on Christmas Eve,

I brought those baked beansg to Tom's folks. I said no I don't
want to take them home and really it would have been a bother for
me to take them home. But I know I could have used them at home
to warm them up or doctor them up to make beans and franks out

of them or something. It's a matter of etiqute that you do not
take home a baked dish which you've brought especially in some-
body's elses house. Unless the hostess is really insistant and
you can't say how insistant it depends on the person and you just
know when they say I don't want this, you better take it home with
you. It's really kind of comical because we got these Thanksgiving
pictures back and it's a snide remark,I suppose, and a little bit
catty, but there was David in one of the pictures, true to fact
like we said eating on one of the biggest turkey legs. Well for
dinners we wbre always taught the grown-ups first and then the
kids next in line. Well not so with David. You see he'll’go
ahead and say ' I'm going to get one of the turkey legs.

We had 20 people here for dinner. By rights that turkey leg
should either have gone to my dad, Tom's dad, somebody older than
David. You know David was one of the youngest adults there
besides the kids but yet he just grabbed it without thinking.

And to me I think that's darn poor manners, too. It's a manner

of how you treat people at different houses. But I said David
doesn't have this senbe of mannerism.

Just to give you another example of it: Two weeks ago Sunday,
we had gone to early morning church and in the meantime I had
boiled eggs to make sandwiches that I was bringing to a baby
shower. So he saw that I had them peeled so he said AR thov
about one of those eggs? I said"No'and I thought in my mind I
knew he was going to ask for one' and I thought how am I going

to tell him that he can't have one of those eggs. ' Well I really
need all those eggs,(phis was already 10:3d)and I've go% to be
back to church to decorate and I've got to do this and that and
I'11 boil you one if you want onel So this is the way you
rationalize, I'11 boil you one if you want one. But I won't
give you one of these boiled. I was smashing them and thinking
and dividing them up ﬁetween egg and t¥ldt and Just plain egg
sandwiches. He said Jo, no you don't have to botheres to fix one.
But before I would be afraid to tell him no you can't have one.

4

Like I said before, since I've gone back to school, I've gotten
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more frank with people, telling them how I feel and yet to be more
t#actful so people get the message. Rather than argue with people
and rather than hurt people's feelings, I would take the brunt of
it and say sure go ahead and have one and go through the trouble
of bolling one or two more eggs Jjust because he wanted one.

I use that as an example.

I suppose that's another benefit of education and courseszlike iﬂﬁf
that makg you think. What are your reasong for doing this, how do
you feel, how can you tell them tactfully. That you really don't
want to give him one of those eggs and he really doesn't need one.
Me had said in chruch, I'm going over to your house and we said
fine. Tom was still ushering because that was the month of
December. I said go ahead over but I warned him, this is another
ghing that bothers me when my house is a mess, 1t really really
others me.

I gugss I can go into the §ymbo]5 of housekeepings Is she a good
wife, Is she a good mother, Is she a good woman? Because this

is also included in housekeeping. I had included that before by
saying I love to have people over. But then it means I have to
clean. And to me time is of value to me when I'm in school,

when I am teachingsAnd it would be different if,..I'll differentiate
between teaching is my work and when I talk about going to school

I talk about going to Tech. I do work at a school but I'll call
that teaching and vorksand school will be Tech from now on.

People seem to think that just because I'm home on an afternoon,
that means I'm not goin o school, I'm not going to work, I have
an afternoon free. Bu have that afternoon free to visit,
socialize, do favors for peoplej they think I can sit here for
hours with coffee which I used to do in the afternoon. Don't

get me wrong. I love to coffee with people, I love to visit with
people, but,boy,when I've got reading to do especially this term
when I've got these two Literature courses, you read and read and
read. And most Literature courses it's not easy pleasure reading,
it's a have to, you've got to read everything for detail. You
don't skip pages. This book you've got to read, you might need
this information later on. So time to me is va{uable.

It kind of makes me chuckle, I go back and listen to where I left
off to make sure the tape was going on and I sit here now with the
door closed and cartoons on in the livingroom so we don't get the
interference here and it doesn't bother my reading, but the table
is so cluttered with things. I think to myself 1'& Just die 1if
somebody comes over now, my house is such a mess. And yet I can
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say 1it's Saturday ,and I haven't had a chance to start cleaning yet.
We were shopping and we didn't get back until late last night which
is the truth. These are all truthful statements. I've got a ﬁaby
gift on the table which has to be wrapped. There is the rgadio and
this 1ittle book and questidhaire of Mike's here and the sugar
bowl's on the table, kleenex, pursey I was digging for a pen and a
pencil in my purse and that's emptied out on top and just different
things that I've got to do. And today my coffee cup here which

I'm refilling all along.but this business of a house being a mess.
I've gotten a little bit less where I say okay my house 1is a mess,
how many reasons have I got to do it, vwhere are you going to put »
your timef how much time are you going to spend in house cleaning,
how much time are you going to spend in reading;;how much are you
gonna do this and how much are you gonna do that. Saturday morning
right now 1s an ideal time for me to sit down, make this tape; I
want to get it into today's mail. I want to do a whole lot of
things today but this has got to come first. This has a deadline.

It kind of made me laugh, I thought to myself when we came home
last night, well after Birty Sally was over:I guess it was after
9:00 by the time we got home. Here was a note on the door and

Tom said &ha somebody's been over." And it was a note on the door
saying‘Bill was here 4:30 p.m., 338-2651.' It was written on a
paper towel,and I thought my god ,because we rarely lock our door.

I thought Bi1l came in a saw this messy(Bill is Tom's cousin who
lives in Minneapolis We could see snow machine tracks outside so
we knew they came on snow machines and I thought?ﬂv god he saw this
mess in this kitchens LThere's something that really makes me feel
guilty because I ]:ﬂikmy house in a mess. Because yesterday after-
noon I got home about 1:00 from ork, after I had cleaned up my
mess in school at work there'gﬂwxhp room(,yesterday was game day
at school and everything was a mess and by the time I punched in
my time card and filled in my work sheet it was late by the time

I got home} So I came home and I had this awful headache and I
Just know 1t's from pressure that I get these awful headaches.

I haven't cleaned uP the sink, breakfast dishes were still sitting
there and I thought,ﬂh heck, i'll do them all tomorrow morning.”

I hadn't housecleaned yet. We had to rush to get to Baraga to

get to the bank on time and etc. ete. But aryway my first theught
was somebody had been in the house, and what are they gonna say
about me when I'm gone. Society has put this pressure upon a
woman that she's a rotten woman if her house isn't clean. HMer
house 1is a mess.uwgnuﬁhere so many different people you could think
about that would,say gh your house is a mess) But yet I don't

like to talk abo%t other people's houses being a mess because

I know there are days when I come home g*'course I could say okay

I have an excuse, people would say, that's another thing let me

get into.

My sister was sitting here the other night and we started talking
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ﬁ“x my dad s working at this particular house.amt My dad isn't
one to talk about people's houses being dirty or clean and this
and that but he said*I can't believe it, clothes all over that
house and dirty and fhey aren't washed and you can't see the .
cupboard top if you wanted to, there were dishes piled so high.'
B,.&Oh we were there once and her house was such a mess. We counted
six of those gallon bottles that you buy from the grocery store
not the kind you get from the milkman, those were empty and not
washed and bread crumbs and everything all ovgé‘gngplace.'
I Just kind of sat there taking it all in. L/ 'ha d the tape
recorder going of course when they were talking about these.
The dirty house, 1s like I said such a symbol of the woman's
status in the community. I thought to myself they could be
talking about me. Are people talking about me? Behind my back
like this because my social network in this community is-it's
really small. Everybody knows each other and word passes wald
o\goutlymouth very,very quickly. They really discriminate g&gainst
people 1ike this. Anyway after she got through saying this,'I said
well, I said‘take a look at my house and take a look at this table
of mine., I said would you believe I had cleaned it before you
came?* I had really cleared it but it seems to me our kitchen-
ve walk into our kitchen and it's an old farm house and every
thing is thrown on the table and it's all things that have been
put on there since last night when we came home. ¥I had the table
cleared when we left for L'Anse.’

I told Barbara jokingly,ffiot, jokingly, but I gid say it in a
Jokingly manner,meaningfully®look at my house, I said.” It hasn't
had a good cleahing since Pestor YAHW... were here from for supper
that evening.” And supporting me,I guess,to.m ke mebggel better
or saying something I want to hear she said,f wal u have an
excuse, you're going to, school, and working &nd you just can't be
doing all these things. I suppose this is something that I wanted
to hear., fessidwhabelog Jid-wiha—Tmi, She sald you would never
know that shé and this other Barb are sister-in-laws by their
houses., I said these two brother®s are married to these
two girls and you'd know the difference., Pete is so clean
and Dave could care less with the dirty house and clothes all over
the floor, wash stacked high and the milk bottles all over and the
rugs dirty on the fleor. You'd never know they were brothers by
their houses, the particularity that they have.# In keeping clean
houses. I kind of jokingly laughed, and told Barbara am I glad
that you keep a clean house because if they, think you keep a clean
house maybe they would think that I do,too:’ They would know that
wve're sisters by that. But yet there was some truth in it because
I know I used to go in people's house and think what a mess. But

I really think this education has been good to me in this sense
because there's things you have to leave and things you have to do
you can only do so much yourself. You have to put the resronsibility
onto somebody else. I have my kids doing much more than I would

if I had the time to be home. They've got to do so much more.

+* Woman's “e,.,,. Aullans Yy ded anas bml—'-—b\
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Tom does a whole lot more for me. Although there's one thing about
the household duties, he loves to cook but he hates to do the
dishes. When I come home from say my Monday night evening class,
I know the dishes will be in the sink. Nothing irritates me more.
He'll put the dishes soaking in the sink with hot water, but you
know by the time I get home that water is cold and there's grease
floating on top. I mean you're not doing me a favor by putting
the greasy dishes all together in a pan. Put the dirty pan 1!7%11
you baked in and then put the glasses and silverware in and trying
to get that off, it's murder. So I just tell him leave the dishes
and I'll do them myself.-— As much as I detest doing dishes, It's
not one of my favorite chores .. .

But anyway this housekeeping symbol I was going to say too, it
reminded me of another thing. Let's see what night did Barb and

F come over,
’!5

Well let's go back to this owing favors business. I talked about
having the Pastor over and I really cleaned up that night. It

was Christmas time and I wanted the house to be really clean and
we'd never had them over and I thought well this is a good excuse.
I even did my kitchen floor on my hands and knees and waxed it.

It gets waxed I think two three times a year-it gets a real good
waxing on it. I thought this day the house has to be cleaned up.
It's really good, we're getting company and I have this motivation
to get this house cleaned up super, super good. For them and yet

I said to myself it really does need a good cleaning. This was
before we started back after the Christmas break but even then
there was so much I could have been doing. Particularly Saturday.
Anyway that day it happened it was around 1:00 Barb and Fran had
stopped in, they had gone to Bruces Crossing and they stopped

here on their way back. She had stopped to buy film and flash
cubes for me so she came in and they didn't have the kids with
them and I paid her for them. I asked her ‘",Bo you want some
lunch? Se% you've got to invite people and ask them if they want
some lunch." It really aggravated me because they walked in just
as I got the rugs down on the floor and I had put some papers on
the floor. Then when ghe walked to the telephone to find out

how the kids they walked with boots on my clean floor. Bard
noticed that and she said;Joamdjust washed this fldor, come on
Fran step on these papers.* So I didn't say anything, but I
thought good for you. Maybe she wak thinking, I get this work
done so seldom, don't ruin her floor right away. I can look at
this mess for how long until she gets at it again. But anyway I
in¥ited them to eat,asshk I had leftovers. I had told them I was
going to fix this recipe this week and then have Barb and Fran over
for a meal. Well,as it turned out I couldn't have them over. Fran
was home at this time when I fixed it but their daughter had come
down with the chickenpox. I wasn't about to bring any over there,
I didn't have the time to go in and they couldn't get over because
it was Christmas time and everybody was visiting and we've just
had a spring of funerals in our community. It's been a tragic type
of a thing. Small communities,everyone knows each other and

you somehow have to bring the food when you visit and send a card
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qto z:e funeral home. Don't get me wrong, these are dutues and things
you should do. But anyw I said'wbuld you like some of my sweet
and sour pork? I'l hi‘ii some up for you. Do you want 1t served
on r or on bread®” I would have made the rice for them even with
as time as I had. They said no they would have it on bread.
I was Just heating some soup for myself, some Campbell's Chunky
Soup. I was going to share it with Craig. Then Barb said, Fran's
hair is so long,bhy don't you cut it® I thought oh Barb, it's
1:00 and I have company coming at 5:00, I've got the upstairs to
clean yet. I thought to myself, you're so considerate about getting
water on my floor, but yet you're asking me to give Fran a haircut
now. I don't have time to do it. Of course I didn't say this
aloud and thinking this to myself, it Just really gets to you.
Fran must have noticed this because he said)ah, it's not ,too long
yet. I'll be home in another week let's walt until then. I
thought good for you. He could probably see that I had this
harassed look on my face.

So anyway they ate and ag they were on their way out Wik, they
said *hanks for the food. They didﬁthank me for the food and Fran
saidtya, that was a nice tasty dish. He and I like all different
kind of foods. Tom and Barbara don't care for all different
kind of foods but if I make some kind of new recipe I like to
make it when Fran is home because I am guaranteed that he'll taste
it and 1t won't go to waste. I said*lI'm sorry that I couldn't "
bring it over and we couldn't have 1% togetherlike we had planned,
to because I had planned to have them over to eat. They had,
invited us there for a spagketti supper one night and I said, I'll
repay you back in this way." They said|fhat's all right. en
Fran, I thought was being a little bit sarcastic when he left
said‘Well, now you camg come over, now that I'm going to be leaving
you can go visit Barb., That kind of took me back for a minute.
You don't know if a person is kidding or serious. I said,mmsi
‘W just haven't had the time to come over. 2l I ha AW I
wanted to come when Stenhie had, those chicken pox.S 1 gare
you going to be home next time:. It isn't the fact that we’didn't
want to go over the circumstances don't always allow it. Was it
me who had the complex or what but anyway, umggR‘ x} time you
come home we'll plan to get together and play cards. We usually
play pinochle with them. When he comes home we'll spend one
evening playing pinochle and having a few drinks. That really
bothered me that remark. I thought well, was that really
necessary to say that or not. I even brought it up to my sister-
in-law, I said I really hadn't wanted to go over there.
I suppose too it had been his birthday and the night of his
birthday we didn't go over there either. Because Stephie still
had these chickenpox and it's contagious for all these days.
Stephie's the three year old daughter. So why expose my
kids to something like that. When it isn't really necessary.
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I thought, ya it's easy for you to say, you and Barb can come here
without Stephie because you've got older kids at home to stay and
babysit. She's kind of their caboos on their family. We can't
Just leave our five year old and our eight year old here at home.
Alone by themselves.,,6 I didn't tell him that but I was kind of
disgusted about 1t, ¥ So anyway it was from this haircut himst from
Dec. 30 so it was this week, the middle of January, that Barb,Fl alled
and sald’'Fran is home this eek, would you have time to &B'%ds_
haircut today?' I talked to her earlier during the day and I si%ﬁ¥
I've got all this studying to do and this stupid headache, smd

{I get these migrain headaches from tension and I have medication to
relieve these.) I said'@ome ony I'd put this off long enough and I
can't do it again. I ‘asked her do you want me to come there and
do 1t? I could go t-ere which I would have really preferred
because then I wouldn't have to start cleanin; the house and I was
really uptight about it. " I'1l call you back.

Now I enjoy their company, but that means I've got to start
picking up this house and the time I spend picking up this house
and getting these dishes done,I've got to take away from this
reading. I've got to get this book read. So there I've got this
conflict what am I gonna do. So what do I do is take it out on
my family and decide, willl s 1if they hollar too much I'm going

to go into the other” room and relax. I told Tom"The meal is ready
vhy don't you serve the kids? He served the kid4 and he i%EJ;ell
when I'm uptight. I got over it afterwhile and I thought, I'm
going to have to clean up this house. Fran come over. ?P- ame
early, about 7:00. I thought good they came early, I'veyg iunt7$'
SRR do my hair and take a bath and all these things for morning.
I'11 do all these things right now. Well they came over early,
around 7:00 with the two girls. Dean had gone to confirmation in
Pelkie. So the girls were playing and that,.was fine. e

W I was just finishing my dishes when sh ame in and I say:
*I'11 put a new pot of coffee going.! You don't serve company old
coffee. I put that in a thermos thinking I can drink that myself

I won't serve old coffee to company. Although Fran doesn't

drink coffee, Barbara and I will drink the coffee and Tom will

have a cup but if there's somebody else who doesn't drink coffee
he'll have a drink with them. So I told Fran let's get your hair
cut., He looked really tired that day. Well he wanted it super
short,and I guess I had another reason why I kind of dreaded

giving him a haircut.

I said I think there was another reason why I really didn't want

to give him a haircut., Other than having to clean up the house
because I was under a time pressure., The night before Tom had
wanted a haircutz my husband, and I've been giving him his haircuts
and I suppose it's just the mood I was in and I aid: ow is this
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this haircut?' And I knew he should say good or bad or I want it
shorter here and there_or longer and that type of thing. But he
came back and he saiq‘It looks so blunt in the backz such an even
line,isn't there some way you can thin that out?" I'm saying it in
my tone, but he didn't say it that way, but I thought I gave such
a lousy haircut last night to Tom it didn't turn out the way I
wanted it to that I just hate to give Fran this haircut. What if
his turns out lousy. Well I guess I must have gotten the message
to Barbara over the phone because she sat there and she said wmit,

“Fran's hair is so long that if Joanie dogsn't get it the way you
like 1t, you can always go to a Barber. t in the meantime it'll
save you a few steps.g v

Okay what was he saving, a few steps or a few bucks or what. Well
I thought good old Joanie will give the haircut. If I can save
somebody a few pennies, fine. But there's always some way a person
is reciprocated and you get your favors back. So as I was cutting
his hair, we were sitting in the kitchen with the kids in the
1iv1ngroom,1parbara says\Gh Tom why don't you and I have a game

of Scrabblel" There's another thing, Barb likes to play scrabble
and that isn't my bag. I don't like to play Scrabble. She'll

come over sometime when Fran 1s gone and play Scrabble with Tom.
I'll be doing my homework, or washing dishes or whatever I'm

going to be doing here. So she and Tom pull out the Scrabble

board and Fran is sitting there and I'm cutting his hair and I
don't know whether it was a hint that he's going to have to owe

me something for this haircut or did he catch my mood or hinted

for a dgénk or what thought processes were really going on there.
He said oh Barb.@ wish I would have brought a six pack of that

beer ovdr. To pay for this haircut! He did say to pay for the
haircut. And that beer happened to be Coor's Beer brought from

I don't know what state out west.

Phone rang.

go to L'dnse and I said no and I asked her what time the mail went
because I already missed the mail that went through Wiskula and I'm
going to have to catch the mail that goes through Alston so this
will go out in today's mail. So this will get to Mike on Monday.

That was‘my sister Barb calling wondering whether we are going to
I

It's comical because here I was sitting here for a couple of hours
not dressed of course, stiii sitting here in my house coat and she(8ai)
said, @I saw Pa going by} (that's my dad, we call him paJ) “Saw Pa
going by, he must be headed toward your house! I thought aha I've
got to get this kitchen cleaned up it's really a mess. Just what
we were talking about. You don't want people to walk in because
they are going to get a poor image of you and you get this poor
self concept of yourself that you're a lousy housekeeper. Come

on Meg, we've gotta get dressed. Grandpa Seppanen's probably
coming over. So I hurried upstairs and got on a pair of jeans and
a shirt, get her dressed and start clearing off the table and
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sure enough my dad walks in. It's so comical because we were
Just talking about this. So I picked up a few boots and cleared
the table off a 1ittle bit so he could have a cup of coffee with
me and sit down. I guess no matter how much you live with a mess
I guess it's this &ngrain«keaching that' you've been taught. My
mother always said|Saturday morning get up early and do ypur work
so you've got all ﬁhe rest of the day to do what you want'and here
I am sitting here 10:00 in the morning yet and not a thing done.
Not a bed made, not the clothes washer going, the table is a mess.
Yet my dad didn't say anything. I cleared the table and he had
coffee. Course he was in a rush. He sat long enough to look at
a few pictures that had come in the mail yesterday. Then away he
went. His purpose was I think to come and invite us to come to
sauna. To his house tonight. Now with the cold weather he
hasn't been having sauna during the week but when he does he

has to make sure we are there. There shoots a couple of hours

in the afternoon and like I said before in one of the earlier
papers I did last term visits to my mother's are obligatory
almost. When I plan td go there for sauna on Saturday afternoon
I should plan on spending two-three hours at least there. I L
Just can't go sauna, have a cup of coffee and say I gotta go #»
rush out of there. The only time I can do this is if I can say
okay we're going out, we've got to be somewhere at a certain time.
It's almost sm unfairmmse, because other times I can use this,
I've got to study, I've got to do this, I've got to do that as

an excuse. I can use this as an excuse to say my house is dirty,
my house is messy, I can't do this because I've got so much to
do. But yet I can't use it as an excuse to get away from my
mother's on Saturday afternoon because that is a different kind
of a visit. Don't ask me why. Just one of those things a person
Just doesn't do I guess.

I'm going to get back to this haircut business. Fran said he
should have Erought a six pack over to pay for the haircut. I
sald  dhpgete bb've still got that beer that you gave Tom last
week." I had been there earlier last week and he had just come
home and he said, Wl "Here take this back for Tom.” Tom was
bowling that evening. We still had the Coor's beer in the
refrigerator that we hadn't drank yet. I said‘lel\Bo you
want_a drink or do you want to wait until after I cut your
hair, " I know Fran isn't much of a beer dr%Pker. He will have
one but he does prefer some sort of booze.™ Would you prefer
booze? A mixed drink? ' He said he would prefer that. It's kind
of comical ordinarily Tom being the host at home he would get up
and fix the drinks. I was cutting Fran's hair, he was sitting
there and it was Tom'§~turn to put a word on the board so he sat
here. Barbara got up 'smé fixesl @& drink for Fran and I. s e
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m Bhe said il What do you want in yours? I said, I don't want
one now, but 1'11 have mine after I'm done haircutting here. I
asked her if she wanted one and Barbara isn't ordinarily a drinker.
If we have sloe gin,fine\which we were out of now after the
Christmas holidays.’ Or maybe wine with seven-up. Or some kind

of sweet mix. But she didn't even fix herself one of those. It's
odd, she got up and fixed Fran one and she would have fixed me ong,
so I said fix one for yourself. She said,hb, no I don't want one.
She had my glass ready with ice but still she didn't have her own.
So I got done fixing his hair in the meantime and there were a

few snide remarks in the meantime,‘ ee,@¥ad you don't have any hair
left. Oh I don't even know that man, who is this man! I'm not
too sure of what kind of a haircut he wants. I Jjust don't knog

I don't feel that confident in men's style haircuts. I guess the
reason I give Tom's his is to figure well, no-there's two reasons.
He would ordinarily go to this barber in Mass who gives him such

a short short haircut and short haircuts aren't in nowadays.

And I could save him that few bucks. He's not the complaining
kind,but I did tell him but next time you go someplace else ang'get
your haircut. I'm not gonna touch it, I guess I was just a 1little
bit insulted. That I had given him a haircut that I didn't like
or that he had complained about. Next time comes around, you
watch, I'1l be giving him a haircut again. Simply because I

don't want him to have too short of a haircut and I like a little
bit of a longer sideburn on him. But anyway this was Fran's

way of saying thanks for the haircut and this type of thing.
Ordinarily if Barbara had been jJust sitting here and not playing
Scrabble she would have swept up the hair. There was no mention
of money exchange for the haircut, no how much do I owe you the
only mention was g@ I should have brought a six pack over to pay
for the beer. 1 said.ﬂaw, forget it. Oh I remember 1 saiq we've
got that six pack that you gave us before and Barbara said,yé but
that was for Tqm plowing out the driveway., While Fran was gone on
that long trip. I didn't say anything, Tom didn't say anything 1t
just kind of passed over while everybody was exchanging conversation
here. You see with people like that there's not the exchange of
money, that goes on with close friends.

For example, let's take another, we were talking about haircuts
here. Wew ieafs Eve, we were going out., I wanted to have my hair
done. I had done it myself, but I wanted to have it combed out

and styled. Okay so I tried calling Tom's cousin who is a hair-
dresser. She wasn't home so I thought well I'm going to call these
other friends of ours,Iris and Charlie., 1I'd call Iris and ask if
she would have time to comb out my hair and she does a nice job of
combing out hair. Especially the back I wanted her to comb out.
Now that I'm wearing it a little bit curlier. I guess New Years
BEve you want it to be a 1ittle more special. * Sure, sure, I'll do
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1t;she said ‘Gome on over. w1 said:What time do you want me to come?'
And she said?“bll anytime. I went there around six o'clock and she
was in a hurry that night because they were going out snowmobiling
so she did it in a hurry but‘ he did a nice job. But the idea was
she ,did my hair and she said you have any clips or pins with
youf'and I said" Ho}because I Just use roller picks and I don't have
any clips or barettes to hold my hair. You can imagine, it's parted
in the middle and down so it would be smooth in the front. It would
be a feathery, curly kind of look. So she iq}d wallR' Here I'1ll use
two clips of gine but just return them,okay. ilfaidfbkay, but don't
spray my hair because it was real windy and co out that night. ame
I saidgtI'll sbray it when I get home. Just spray it enough so it
will stay and then I'll spray it." Actually I didn't want her to
spray it and I don't know if she got the message or not because I
wasn't satisfied with the way she had done the front. It wasn't
quite as high as I would have liked it and yet I didn't want to tell
her this because she was a friend and s wasn't a professional.

I,think if I would have had Judy do it,{this is a hairdresser) I
U’K‘ gone to her house and had her do it, she works in a shop, andeles
she does work in her home. If I had gone to her to do it I would
have been able to say,'Judy,do you mind putting it a little bit
higher heref" You see when you're paying for something with money,
you can tell somebody I want it different, this way please. When
somebody is doing it for nothing, literally for nothinggreally you
could say, you don't go ahead and tell people that. It's Just a
crazy kina of a thing that society has. But anyway then about the
clips, So anyway I did tell her}don't spray it completely, and she
had done a real nice job on the back. All I could think of was
when I get home I'm gonna rat this top a 1little more so it's Just
a little bit puffier.

s$o—I—did—bako—theo—elipa-—home anéd I got up from there and she Gﬂ%@,
o Ls this okay nowf" I said/fine, I looked in the mirrow and I
said*Row much do I owe you, gmt # Iris?" I told Craig go get my
purse out of the car, I had left it in the car. 1In the hurry

we were hustling there because it was hiastle, hustle. Rush, Rush,
this type of thing. She said'ﬁg, you don't owe me anything she
sedd. I said'Well are you sure} She said) ’ no. I said,bkay,,
I'11 jusg et even with you someday then. I'll do you a favor,
®he sa:ld.el ne, fine. ™That was it. The couple they were going
snowmobiling witg‘came in the house and I said,bkay thanks alot
Iris and goodbye. Away I went. But then these two clips tha
she wanted back. She did say Wanda where are all those clips
CWanda is her daughter) She said I'm always losing these clips.
So I thought she found two clips for me, she needs clips. You
Just can't go ahead and say okay, if they were Jjust two hairpins,
you wouldn't bother to return them, but clips have a little bit
more value to them. You have to return them. Well I thought to
myself, she wouldn't take any money for doing this hairdos I
didn't feel myslef I really owed her anything fqor it becausel
repay her by cutting her boys hair. I do two o¥ her boys heads

/
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at one time. I didn't feel I owed it, but it comes down to the
fact I didn't want to be cheap. Anyway I came home, took those
clips out and if they hadmié been two spgcial barettes that 1
couldn't replace I would have said okay. was cardess with them,
intentionally. I just put them in with mine and I thought I'm
going to buy Iris a new seznof clips. A new card. Which I did
the next time I went to L' se.w‘£§'s kind of funny because those
clips that I bought actually % »as illl!!:!llﬂ for this baby shower
that I talked about earlier that I was maklng egg salad sandwilches
for. We didn't have enough gifts and I ended up putting those
clips into the bunch of gifts we gave as prizes and I had to go
buy her another set of clips. They were cheaper and I feel bad
about that,but she doesn't know what I would have paid for clips
and I still feel well I did replace these clips. I still felt
that I had to reciprocate somehow by returning these clips she
knew that I was happy with her fixing my hair., But this is the
way friendships are. Yewsewrit th professionals you can charge,
you can get the money from them)People come over and say'gee 14
would you mind trimming my hair, would you mind doing this, wou
you mind doing that. W a4 T pary T,

Say, for examplq my sister Barbara,wanted a permanent put into her
hair. I guess she does rbalize tﬁatuI do have this time factor
always while school 1s on. Sha“gﬁid,I'm gonna have Judy( this

is the same girl who does {hb w¥drk,)I'm gonna have Judy put in
one of these Eurctggim permanents -and—-de—4t. She's
gonna put it in% 'sald '@ee aren't they expensive_those shop
permanents because I reaily do need one myself,too?"(Before I
have my hair trimmed again. With this style hair you almost

have to have it curly.) She said,ws#i“theq'®s $10.00. I said,wWow

I can't afford that'® There again it depehds on how much value
you place on what you want. If you want something really super
bad you'll pay the money for it. Or find the money to pay for
it. I said /@an't Marlene give you one of those Lilt's or some-
thing a 11tt1le bit cheape ‘&ng she said,I don't like the way
Marlene does permanents. Shé Qays,ﬂou ugsed to always give them
to me. Didn't you, the ones you had always turned all right
didn't they? Ya, 6f course I really hate to ask you when you
don't have the time.' There again it's up to me to say,‘gee
Barbara I don't have the time. I'd love to do it, I'm related

to you but I don't have the time.’ I didn't tell her that, I'm
thinking this and she is feeling me out,I know. Do you really
have the time to do it, could you make the time,kind of obli-
gating me to make the time to do it for her. I just said,wee®,
I'1l be glad to do it if you can wailt until term break. Up

until then'I said:things are really closing in on me, I really
don't have the time to do it. In my mind I am thinking I've

got to make time to do it for her because I'm gonna want one

of these Lilt's and Barbara has always put them in for me and

she does a real good job and I can't afford the $10.00 to go
ahead and have one of these European magic formula permanents

put into my hair. I can't pay the $10.00 to do it.
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I would rather spend my $10.00 and go to the Talk of the Town and

have a good haircut. That's where I would spend my $10.00 smé—3
and put the few dollars toward a home

permanent. So there again I'm thinking to myself I've got to make

time to give her this home permanent and when my time comes time

for a permanent Barbara will give me a permanent. And this is

the way the 1little old world goes round and round, owing favors.

I talked earlier in a paper about putting a #ipper into a snorkel
Jacket for Barbara, this same woman. She's the one I talked about
whowﬁgme to town with me the day last term of the final exam and
whoscame and cleaned my house that week for me when I had that

sore back. I mean I just feel that I do owe Barbara alot of

favors. I feel bad when I have to turn her down in alot of things
but yet sometimes she wants things done right now and my rig¥;§¢,,u;/
now is not her right now and I don't have the time to do it! '”It's -
Just really a sad thing but it puts a strain on that kind of
friendship and sometimes these bonds are really strained. W ITS
like an elastic that's pulled as tight as you can pull it. Then
all of a sudden it's gonna snap, you just feel it's gonna be

that way.

So anyway she's been asking me, if I buy a new zipper for Shellg's
Jackett’would you, ind putting a new zipper 1nt%,?he snorkel
Jacket,” She saiq should I bring it to Lydia. (Lydia is a
seamst¥ess around here and she shatens and sews, and uphoulsters
and this typg of thing. Here again would be the money exchange
for Barbara.WShe brought that jacket to Lydia and Lydia would
put it in andVBarbara would say how much do I owe you and Lydia
would put a money figure on it, $1.75, $2.75 or whatever she
charges, I don't have any idea. But yet when she asked me to
put this zipper into Shelly's I know I wouldn't charge her any
amount of money for it. Then it obligates her further to me.
The fact that'Joanie put this zipper in for me, I owe her a
favor now I felt that I owed her a favor for hel ing me clean
my house that time when I wasn't feeling good.ssm It's a chain
and each link makes this friendship longer and longer. I suppose
it's just this trust and security of the friendship that allows
these type of favors to go on and each favor that you do 1s a
link that binds each other closer to each other. It obligates
each other, When there is no monetary exchangeq It would be so
much simpller if there was an economic exchange. So—anywey—it
came—deun.and she—seld wedX, that was two weeks ago todayy) she
said;'I'm gonna bring that jacket of Shellv'iqover today, and
Would you mind putting that zipper in today?® I said) fine would
you mind tesring out the old one, that woq}d save me a little
bit of time. " Wo, no, I don't mind at all.” So she brought the
Jacket over, emd im was one of these big snorkel jackets with the
big snorkel on the front and the zipper came right up to the top.
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8o I put one side in and it wasn't too bad, cut it off IIiC?he
zipper wasn't the exact size so I had to cut it off,) I don't
mind doing it for Barb because Barb doesn't like to sew and
Shellky doesn't sew that well yet where she could put it in.
Well, I thought that evening I'm n ojput the other side
in. So I basted it in and then I,can st go ahead and sew it
in With the machine. I thought I'm going to measure this to
make sure this is even. So the snaps on the front of this
lapel would snap close even. The front of the jacket has the
snaps or else it's got these buttons and the loops on them.
Well I'11 be darned if that one side of the zipper wasn't two
and a half to three inches longer on one side. Well if that
didn't aggravate me!aw# I thought I really didn't want to put
that zipper in that day and I knew I had to because Shelly needed
that jJacket and here she was wearing this snowmachine suit for
church and I just knew how Shellyy felt. (She's a teenager}'fhinking
to myself why did Barbara wait so long, why did she make me do it
now and I have that baby shower the next day and it's just been
a hassle. Which I suppose is the story of my life. You'd think
I'd be used to it by now. But every little day presents another
1littls different kind of a problem. So anyway I thought, wesl
I'm golng to put this zipper, away and I'm gonna leaved it be, ald
I called Barbara and I 1"81d you notice when y?p ripped
that Jacket out dsp wmm/lone side longer, n the other${ She
sald'No." Then I though? I shouldn't have called her I guess
because now she knows I'm complaining about that jacket.
I guess I really wanted her to know it was a bugég to put in,
that zipper. So I monkeyed with it the next day ,8rd it didn't
want to go in. So I ripped the whole thing out and I wanted ®
make a nice seam so there would be only one seam showing, one
on the top side and one on the bottom side. But I had to put
the top in first because tre top part of the jacket fit fine
with the zipper on the top side but it was the orange linin neele/
on the inside that was three inches longer, you know “-&i
Jacket has that bright orange lining. So i had to rebaste that
and I knew she was in a hurry and she did apoligize in a way.
She saidBo you want me to take that jacket to Lydia's? That
she'll put it in,amd I thought no, once I started this job, I
can't give it up and I thought furthermore, you get these self-
concepts, I'm a make-do person, I 1like to sew but I haven't
taken tessons and things don't look as well as they should emd

. I guess this 1s all the idea of what
kind of image you want to make in a community and I thought; oh
I can't send this to Lydiay ®he'll think e&* look at the lousy
Job Joanie did, why did she do it this way, oh doesn't she know
how to sew. You just don't want these kind of negative things
said about you. These negative comments. I thought) well I've
got to finnish that jacket. So anyway it came to Saturday

morning and I didn't have time to monkey with it Saturéay afternoon
I looked at 1t a little bit and as I say every éaturday morning
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my dad will %pme over and say,oil”?ﬁere's sauna today, do you want
to come over: He doesn't say we have to. He used to say, he'd be
mad if we didn't come sauna ,but I had a little run in once before
when I had to say I've got all these papers to type and there's no
way, I've got to stay in all weekend long, I've got this work to

do and now he'll invite us over. Not demand that we come over.
He'll hint, well sauna's ready, come on if you want. I thought
+1t was real tactful, that Sgturday morning he came over and said,Z
gou getting company tonight} do you have any special place to go,

'm having sauna to come.“ thought good for you. There at
least trying to see things my way and make things a 1little bit
easier. So that Saturday I went sauna and I had to rush home
from there to get Shellty's gipper in and I was real sorry about
it that I had complained about it.

Well anyway sauna night,.Ih the rules of sauna, you don't go late,
you don't keep people waiting for saunasy So Tom had ,worked late
that day and my dad said ¥sn't Tom coming for gauna$ You always
feel responsible for youf husband or perhaps your wife-in a way
you keep thinking you want these people to look good in their
eyes. There's been so many times I've had to go sauna along
because Tom had stopped at a bar and forgotten himself, or I
Just didn't know where he is, Iﬁsaid, wEll' Tom said this morning
that if he's not there, don't wait for him, he's gonna be working
late at Donnie's shop to make some sheet metal. e does this
moonlighting on the side gturdays. He teaches ordinarily
during the week) My dad 1s Tom comingland I said'He didn't
call so I'll try calling opce to see if he's coming otherwise
don't keep the sauna going. So I called once and there was no
answer and I just put the phone down when it rang and it was Tom
calling say}yg“is th?re still gsauna, that I'd like to go sauna
yet tonightt “i said, ¥a but vie¥£ already gone eaglier with the
kids!? Inewdd I was Jist about ready to come home. I had been
there since 3:00 and it was already 6:00 in the evening and I
thought well that's ng eagugh and I had this in the back of
my mind I have to ge 4 that ipper and I've got to get all this
other work done and I have this shower tomorrow. Unless I
?a;a ?zeryghing alifup to dateIand things~done it bothers me.
on enjoy myself. Anyway I says will®'I've go come home.
Try to get home and get that zipper in.aaa{I wasfggﬁdarn mad ghewt 22/ )
gl I left the kjds there to play with the other kids that were
there. I told to wait a minute-all I had to do was baste
and sew the other side of the zipper and the lining and you can
take this and give it to Shellyy. I know she wants this for
tomorrow. She can pull the basting thread out hersd4f. So he
£ had this conflict that my dad is waiting sauna and he's
getting a 1ittle bit upset, there's nobody else, because he's
the kind of person whose real prompg. "Don't teil somebody you're
. gonna beythere and tggn not show up. So Tom waited and he said,
I'711 eaﬁ‘*,So I said 0all over there and tell them, that you're
, gonna be late. I'm gonna finkish Shelly's jacket. He said, weld
I'11 Just callydi'll have them call when the last one comes out
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of the sauna. So they called and said the\sauna's empty’and Tom
said,“ﬁ&aﬁ'm right there “and I told '{om to wait, it'll only
take me S ates. Well I'll be darned!I'm gonna zip this
jacket up so it doesn't fall apart. You know what I did, it still
makes me so darn mad. I took that zipper and ran 1t right off
the end of the track because I told you how I had to cut some

off because it was too long and I hadn't basted that end. I
didn't pinch the two metal prongs together so it wouldn't go
beyond that. So that's where S8helly's jacket went and I think
Barbara really felt bad about that I had complained and I told
Tom to tell Shelly that I'm not gonna send that jacket that I'm
gonna try to get that zipper back on. Which Tom did then when

he got home. But anway during the week when I was there and

Fran gave us the beer at the same time, IS Barbara went into
the bedroom and I really felt bad then. I felt bad about com-
plaining about that jacket because she pulled out a wall
calendar, you know one of these 1inen ones you hang on the wall
for 1974 and she saysfﬂhy don't you take this calendar. You

had so much trouble putting helly's.zipper in. I really wish you
would take something for it. I said No, you hgught these colors
especially for your kitchen. "Ya, veb she said, wouldn't this look,
nice in your kitchent I had to say'no'and I had to say'yes, yes.
And it really does, I can look at it here on my wall and it really
does look nice. But I know she hadn'% kpu§ht it forme. She had
bought it for herself amé she=—swid. Iq§aiq ¥y don't you keep it
Barbara, never mind about Shelly's Jacket. She said’No you take
1t4 She said she had bought it in Iron Mountain foreexchange
gifts whenever you need an extra gift and on and on. There again
now I feel obligated to her because she gave me that calendar.

This is the end of the first two tapes that were given to me to
type.
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I'm here tonight with Mr. and Mrs. Seppanen, a retired couple from
the Alston area and we're going to have just a little conversation
here about help exchange. How do people go about hinting for help,
who would you help and why. Perhaps we will go into visiting ex-
change and whatever may come. The voices you will hear will be
mine, Mr. Seppanen and Mrs. Seppanen.

First of all let's start out by saying how would you describe a
good neighbor? A neighbor first of all and if he's good or bad.
Say from past experiences or something now.

A good neighbor would be one that you could ask a favor of or else
one that would accept a favor.

Would accept one, okay. For example what kind of favor would you
ask of your neighbor?

For instance if you wanted a ride to town or something. Or else
you want to borrow some tools, small favors.

Okay, say you want to give somebody a ride to town, how about if
peOpie ask you for a ride to town. 1Is there a difference between
if somebody asks you and you offer. To give them a ride.

Oh, I don't know if anybody asks it don't cause me any...-.
Inconvenience?

Ya, inconvenience, throw me out of my way too much

How much is too much out of your way?

Stay too long in town for instance, or wait toelong.

You think they should time their business for as long as your
business?

Yes, roughly, yes.
You mean going out of your way mile wise?

Well mile wise yes, it don't matter too much. 1It's the time that
matters most.

How about then 1f people offer to give you money for that ride?
Would you take it from some people and not from others?

¥o I would treat them all alike. Because if I had to go into town
I don't see why they couldn't go on the same ride.

Okay, so once you're going you don't mind giving them a ride?

Right.



- o o= X

o

EVT-VJH-36

How about if you weren't planning to go into town then? They asked
you to give a ride.

Well, naturally then I would have to charge a little for gasoline.
Is it a matter of what kind of business they have in town? Say 1if
it's just to go shopping for any old thing, or if somebody is sick
would it be a difference then?

It would be different if it was necessary for him to go to the
doctor's or something like that, then it would be different.

Okay, now you're going to town and you've got room in your car,
and you see somebody's got a flat tire, what would you do?

Well, if the fellow didn't have no jack, I'd borrow him mine and
help him change the tire.

You would help him change the tire and not just offer him cﬁé‘dﬁg
the Jjack.

Oh certainly.

Mow about if it was a young kid on the road? A red hot car and
long hair, would you stop?

Well, naturally I would help him the same as anybody else if he
was hungup on the road.

Would you stop or slow down and go by him first of all?
I probably would size him up.

You would size up him and the car. ¥ow much trouble he's having?

Okay, what do you do i1f you get out there and you see somebody
stuck in the snowbank? Would you stop and help them?

Yes, if I could see that my help would be of any use.

Okay, say he's stuck in there so bad and there's no way you're golng
to get him out. What would you do?

Well, I'd stop and inquire if he wanted me to relay word someplzxe
where he could get some help.

Kow about if you go and the guy is sitting in there drunk or loaded,
what would you do then?

I'd be a 1ittle upset then. Heales pad” 04 lave oot b pebin up.”

How about if there's an emergency, an accident on the road, what
would you do.
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Say there's been an accident and you can see there's police there
and an ambulance, would you stop?

They wouldn't want you to stop there

Well, I'd stop but 1I'd stay my distance, I wouldn't get too close
of the ambulance and the police. Interfere with the traffic somehow.

Do you think it makes a difference! like we 1ive in a small community
where we just about know everybody's car. Say it was a strange car
and you saw that there was help there would you just kind of pass
them by?

If I saw that there was people around there and plenty help then I
probably would, yes.

Well sometimes you might think it's none of my business, maybe I
shouldn't stop. Have you ever tun into a situation like that?

Well, no,
Well, they have to signal for help if they really want it,

How about if you yourself had a flat tire. Would you wave somebody
down, or would you start walking somewhere?

Well, if I was able to I'd fix it myself and not bother anyonse.

Do you feel this thing that you don't want to bother people sometime
unless you have to?

Well, it seems that way sometimes, you don't want to bother them,
because most people are always golng someplace, they got things to
do and if you don't actually need any help why bother anybody.

Okay, how about you, have there been times, when you've felt well

I Just can't do this, I should ask for help from somebody else?
What kind of favors would you ask help for? Things that you aren't
able to do, or if you've been sick or what?

Well if you've been sick it would be nice if someone would come
along and help you if you aren't able to do the chores yourself.

Would you ask for it or would you say they should know better to
come over and do it?

I wouldn't really ask for it.

Would you hint? Is there a way a person can hint around, well I'd
like to have this done or that done?

Well, I don't know, I'm not much for that.

Do you know people who go around, anyone who hints for help? You
know they don't want to come out and say okay would you mind coming
over togay, but go at it in a roundabout way? Can you think of
anybody
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No, not that I can say offhand.

Mave you ever been in a situation where people have asked you for
help and you really haven't had the time to help or wanted to help
and you have done it.

Well, sometimes you do run into a situation but you go and see

what they want and if you can help you do the best you can.

Of course there's alot of times there's things you can't do nothing
with. Fixing something, or going someplace.

Have you ever come across that in your line of work where people
will say will you come and fix something and you can't really do it

Well not that it eouldn't be done, the thing is that I never had
the time.

So that's often the problem, people you'd like to do more but you
don't always have the time to do more.

That's right

Do you ever feel sometimes that you have to impose upon people

I don't know,

Or would you rather not impose upon people?

I'd rather not.

Why is that?

Well, you just don't feel that you should be asking people for help.

Well, if somebody comes to your house and they want to borrow some-
thing, l1ike someone came to our house last summer and they wanted
to borrow something because their car was stalled, and he asked

for a screwdrivery I said I'1l let you borrow it and I didn't know
who the person was but be sure and bring it back. He said yes and
I waited and waited and he didn't come back and tools are so ex-
pensive I didn't want to lose it, then one day I was walting for
the mail. It was summertime, so I walked out. I went to the

gate to wait for the mailman and here this guy was pushing his car
going past our house. So he went as far as a little past our
garage and the car stalled again. I hollared to him that he better
bring that screwdriver back. He said why should I, I'll being it
when I get my car going. So I said no you better bring it now.

So then he gave it to me and I didn't know who he was and he went
and kept on pushing that car. Pretty soon the oil man came and I
asked him did you see that boy on the road? He sald no, he was
gone and I thought that's good that I asked him to bring it back.

Right.
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Can you think of other times when people have borrowed things from

you and they've forgotten. Some people are forgetful and they don't

remember to bring things back. Can you think of some instances
like that?

No I don't think I've ever had that trouble.

Mow about you, mom, have you ever had anything like that happen?
Does it bother you when people don't return things? I know that
you like to have people be punctutal, be there on time. They should
try to be there on time,

Can I tell you about that shopping trip, is that okay?

Okay, fine.

Years ago, when we used to go shopping on Friday nights, we had
neighbors here and he would ride with us and we were supposed to
go to Hancock, that's all. It's 30 miles from here and we told
him to come early, he came but he came so late and then on the
way going, he stopped at some house up there and asked what they
wanted from town and by the time we got to town the stores were
closed.

Closed?

Ya, closed

Oh my goodness

Did he apologize for that or did he say well I'm sorry for keeping
you late?

No, he didn't say nothing. We were so disgusted because we had
shopping to do.

by the time you got there it was to late?
Sure, it was late,
Did he offer to pay for his ride then?
No, I don't know.
Or did you ask him to come?
Do you remember him?
Yes, but we were on his ride.
I thought he came with us.

No we were on his ride.
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Oh, that's the way it was,

But even then

But I know it was so disappointing to us.

Me went to his brothers and asked if they needed stuff.

Right, do you suppose some people are always late. They're the
kind of people who are starting a half hour late and will always
be a half hour late?

Well sure,

Thelir are some people who are always late.

They'll never change.

Right.

Okay here we are back again with Mr. and Mrs. Seppanen. Okay how
do you go about thanking people for things? Say for gifts that
you get? Do you feel you have to repay them with a gift?

Well, naturally, one feels that way that you s hould repay somehow.
What does that somehow mean then?

Someway yes$®

Okay, how can you repay people?

Do them a favor of somekind. It isn't exactly the same kind of
favor but sometimes you can help them if they need help.

Years ago when people lived on the farm where we lived in Ironwood,
well, the farmers when they'd want to build something or put a
roof on some building, they would get all the neighbors together
and go and help him someday and when somebody else needed it, they
would go up there and that way they got all their carpenter wor
done. Same with haying time, they would come and help each other
and they didn't have to use money that way.

That's right, it isn't always money that has to be used.
No, and they were poor people and they couldn't afford to.

Do you think people now a days are saying more well, how much can
I give you?
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Do they want to pay more in money than they do in a helping hand?

Well I don't know, it seems in some cases it would be better 1f you
paid somebody or else.

Think of something, an example, you don't have to use names but Just
how about are there some people it's better to say okay I'll give
you $5 bucks for it. Rather than have to owe them a favor for a
long time.

How about wood sawing, when each farmer would have to have wood
sawed for the winter. Then they would go and ask somebody to

help them when they brought that wood in and some kids would come
along and it was poor time and you would give them a quarter. Some
would charge $2. and $3. and hour and you thought it was too much,
It wasn't a hard Job.

Can you think of any people that you'd rather give them the money
right away for it. When would you give a person money and when
would you just exchange a favor?

Well it all depends on who you would be dealing with. Sometimes
people who are too busy to give you a hand, why it's almost better
to pay them with money. Instead of doing them a favor.

There's very few now a days that will help .
That's right. They would rather probably give you money for 1it.
Right, there are those kind ya,

How about money exchange, do you think who should you charge?
and how much, like for example, you do some odd jobs on the side.
Can you say i'm going to charge this person this much and that
person that much? According to what kind of Jjob it is or what?

Well, according to what kind of Job it and how much can be done.
How much you can get done.

And how far you travel too.
Yes, how far you travel,

Well in some cases if there's more than one man working there
and the others are going to charge that much if you're doing the
same work you might as well charge the same.

How about for the family now, like the kids, like you keep a balance
sheet of who you owe favors and who you owe favors to and they say
parents will give more to their kids. Do you keep track with kids
how many favors you owe them?

Well, I think paying the grandchildren for any little thing they

do’ well in some cases you wouldn't happen to have the money and

it's some small job, I don't thinks it's fair that you should pay
them for every little thing they do.
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Right.

That way they demand it and you might not have the money and you
need a 1ittle favor and they won't come if you don't pay them.

Right.

I know when we were children we didn't demand no, they would go
help the grandma's and help different people and they would pay
you back someday you know.

Right.

You'd never never ask for money, if they wanted to pay it was up
to them.

Right.

It don't seem right that you have to pay for every little thing
they do.

They should do it on their own free will

If they love their grandparents they should do them favors.
Right, how about presents, take us for example, we don't accept
anything, our kids don't accept anything from you because you
are retired and you don't make —

A wvhole lot.

Right, and we don't expect you to do it. But still we want to give
you something, Do you find it hard to adjust now that you are
retired?

Yes, I

Does that bother you that type of thing,

Yes it sort of does

You should pay them back hey?

You should pay them back and the thing is ,we have most everything
we need.

Some 1ittle things, I don't think it hurts it's Just the idea,
But i1f they give you something you feel obligated that you should
return the favor.

Do you really think parents should have to do that for their kids
that are grown up?
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I mean after all you've taken care of these kids for all these
years. And they want to do something for you. You'll go ahead
and you'll send something back not to the parents but to the
grandchildren and say okay the kids should do it. I mean oh no
we can't take the money from you. Let me give you an example of
when Tom came over to plow your driveway. And you gave the kids
money.

Yes

Now you wouldn't have had to 4o that

Well no

Because we owe you more favors than you will ever owe us. Simply
because you raised us kids. 8Shouldn't that have been enough to do
for us.

Well no, it isn't, I don't feel that way about it.

Well I think they love the children and as long as the parents don't
charge nothing they give the kids a few quarters or whatever they
want to give.

Right

I don't see nothing wrong with that.

You shouldn't 4 the way I feel that parents shouldn't have to pay.

We figure for ¥irthdays, the grandchildren we give each one something

for th€eér birthday and Christmas.

Don't you think it means more to the children to get it at their
birthday time and Christmastime?l

Right, they get so much other stuff they don't even hardly notice
that.

Okay wevhad our coffee and while we were having coffee we were
discussing the fact that do people help their nelghbors as much
any more or is it just the fact that people are so independent.

Well, the thing is before the neighbors used to work right in the
neighborhood. Some were in the woods and they were home for every

night. Wowadays, they travel long distance and sometimes they

don't come home for a few days. In other words times have changed.

:eighbors don't get in touch with each other as much as they used
o.

Do you suppose the telephone had anything to do with it?
Well, the telephone is a big item. You can Jjust call for whatever

business you had and years ago if you had business you would just
go to your neighbors and talk.
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And then when you had to go to your neighbors to talk business,
you would visit too?

Yes, then you had a visit the same time. So in other words there's
more contact than there is now.

Do you suppose that's good or bad?

Well one ways it's good and another it's not so good.
Mow 1s it good?

Your friendship is further away now than it used to be.
Right.

You don't feel right to go and visit anyone anymore unless you make
a call. I always tell my husband it seems so horrible even for your
children to call them up and see if their going to be home. Years
ago, 1f we had a chance to go we'd go and we didn't have to ask if
their going to be home.

And yet, you shouldn't have to do that with your own family.
1w ,

People sometime feel that if you call you can save yourself a
trip.

It seems so formal.

We were talking about how young people don't realize that someday
they're gonna be o0ld themselves. Can we have you comment on that,
what do you think about it?

Well I think young people should be nice to the older people because
after all they're the ones who came here to live and they should
appreciate what the older people have done.

Right
I% has been hard but still they tried to make a go of it.
What do you suppose has caused young people not to realize.

Well, there are too many things going on I think. And there more
or less scattered, the not so get together like they used to be
years ago. Like in the country they used to have the skating
rinks there and they used to all get together. The old people
would go there also and the young ones would take a liking to
some of the old people. And that way they more stuck togeiker.
Now a days there's too many cars and snowmobiles and always on
the go somewheres.
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R They have that drivers training in the school and all the young
folks drive. They don't stick around with the older folks anymore.

I How about this energy crisis, do you think that will help?
Young people realize they've got to stay home, you talked about
the family, people are so busy going here and there and they
don't have time to visit, do you think it will bring families
closer together?

R Yo, I don't see where it would do any good at all because their
stlll going so far anyhow, I haven't heard of any change. It
would have to tougher than i1t is. Do you think times are going
to get tougher?

End of side one.

Tape 77T
Side two.

I This is the second side of the tape and we were talking about the
energy crisis bg}nging families together more. They aren't going
to be less busy.

People are still going and doing what they have been doing.

Do you suppose that my age people don't realize what a depression
is or what hard times are.

R Well that's a big thing there because these people haven't seen
anything like we have. I saw the day when we moved to live here
37 years ago where we had to scrimp like mad to have a nickel
for the grit on Saturday night.
GAIT
That's true.

They were tough times and it seems now a days a nickel don't mean
nothing for kids.

4 H
R We had three children and tha 7&3% came around and we asked if we
couldn't get some clothes for the children and he saild no that you
had to be 3 years down here before you could get any clothes.

Any clothes at all.
§;¢MMMMU
R Any clothes even, ‘%ey)gave a little food, but they Just came around
once in a while.
We used to live on $44+.00 a month.
That's all we'd get.

Imagine that!$ul.00 a month.
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Really one was $20.00 and one was $23.00, twice a month they'd pay.
Imagine that

What can you buy with $44.00

Nothing, nothing.

So things aren't as bad as they used to be.

No

Nowhere's near. But as far as now, there's still money around.
But if this continues for years then things are going to get tough.

They're used to getting around and going places but when we didn't
have no cars it didn't bother us. We did more walking.

More walking and skiing.

We had horses and sleighs and we pulled the kids on sleighs with
the neighbors.

Do you think people found their own kind of recreation? I remember
us kids we'd sleigh ride, we didn't have snow machines and power
vehicles.

Right, right.

We thought nothing of walking to skating and back

Well, kids them days learned to fend for themselves.

They looked for things to do rather than have things right there.
And they enjoyed it when there weren't so many cars, they would
Just sleigh ride and play. They had more fun than the children now
a days.

I don't think i1t hurts anyone at all

No,

No, it didn't. The kids have too much to get into now a days.
That's right.

Okay, say for example you do carpentry work, let's not use I because
I'm related to you, someother people. They would say gee do you

know where I could buy something at a good price? Would you tell
this to anybody?
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Like me now I would have to because I do carpenter work and people
are always asking and looking for advice. What is the best and
where you can get it the cheapest.

So you would keep a good eye out for a good deal.

Oh sure, and if you do that you always have work.,

It's an important thing in a community that you're known to be a
good neighbor.

That's right.

You have to work at it yourself, if you're a good neighbor you
give a hand to someone.

Ya, then people will rely on you.

A person should be reliable then?

And honest.

And honest

Honest is the most important thing.

How about people who think_theggtuppity, people who think thez&e
better than somebody else. Do“youbother with people like that?
Do?you think it's worth your time to try to be friendly with them
or!

No but, you'll go so far to try and be friendly with them, but
after you see they don't mean anything you Just don't pay any
attention, that's all.

Right,

Let them go their way and I'll go mine.

That's right,

That's right, that's right.

There's no hard feelings.

You just don't exchange with them, that's all. You'd rather not.
Okay, how about when we were talking earlier, you'd give somebody
a ride to town if you were going. How about if you were in town
and somebody asked you to run an errand for them. I know you'd

run it for me, but a different type of errand, say it's really out
of your way.
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Would you tell them no, or I don't have the time or how would you
tell them?

Well, all depends who it is or if it was a stranger you would know
by sight, it would have to be a good thing or that they would have
to have a good reason.

Almost better if them came along and did it

Well if you happened to be in town and they want you to drive to
the other end of town or something like that.

That's out of your way.
That's out of my way. If they were nice about it, why not.

Does a person learn by experience, like here I'll give you the
money for it or with some people you would say give me the money
when I come back and I'll pay for it. Is there some people you
would take the money from before to be assured you would get the
money?

Well, as far as I know, I found people to be honest. Pretty honest.
I'm a poor man myself I can't always pay for my bills. I'll
have to turn around and look at the people the same way.

Ya, that's a good attitude.

We talked about small communities and we say that this our community
of Alston and Nis¥ula, we've had so many deaths lately. You talk
about sympathy cards and who QO you send sympathy cards to? Do

you just send them to ‘bbody.

It used to be years ago if a neighbor would die or anybody around
the country here or close neighbors well if somebody dies from
our road, we'll collect money for the flowers, and we'll send
them from all the neighbors. If it's somebody farther, wejust
send a card if we don't go to the funeral home.

Do you put money in some cards and not money in others?

We figure too, if it's somebody that really needs the money
then I think it's nice to send it straight to the relatives.

So you have to decide if they need i1t or not, who needs the money
and how much.,

Yes, yes
Don't you think that's a custom that people taught each other, like

you always taught us to go pay our respects to the funeral home.
I can think of younger couples around here who don't go.
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I don't understand that. Is that something you realize when you
get older or what?

I suppose, but I don't know, it used to be that everybody would go
because you would feel that you weren't doing the right thing if
you didn't. It seems like alot of people don't go.

You talk about going farther back again, our parents always said
when they were born in Finland well if somebody died, they weren't
allowed to go to a funeral unless they were invited.

Oh really,

They had to have an invitation to go to a funeral.

To go to a funeral(

Yes,

Even to pay their respects?

Sure

This custom they used to have, the body brought to the home. NWow
you go to a funeral home to pay your respects.

In some well- to-do people and somebody had died in the family,
these people didn't get an invitation, and they knew them, they
felt kind of bad. She really wanted to go, so then the husband
told his wife don't feel bad we'll be dying in our house someday
too. So they couldn't go unless they were invited.

How about, men are always asked to be pallbearers?e Do you some-
times say‘no I can't be’,or do you usually say yes.

If it's a friend, I think that you should say yes.
I don't think I've ever.—
Even a relative, you should almost go.

I've never refused and it's one of those things where your going
to die yourself someday. But there is alot of people that wouldn't.

Right, they won't even go to funerals.

& i
Do you think it's alot matterﬁfhly way you've been raised.
Alot of people don't want younger kids to go.

I don't think that's right because if somebody should die in their
family, the’r!so mixed up they don't know what happened.
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Can't make out.

Pa was like that, he said you always help with the newborn and
bury the dead.

That's right.

Do you think people nowadays have forgotten those basic things,
they are things you should remember?

They're neighborly kind of things.

The young people they just seem like they are drifting. Life 1is
toofast and they don't have time to think of those things. They
got so much on the mind with everything else that they have for-
gotten that's all,

What do you think, they have alot of these care facilities and
these old-age homes? What do you think about those?

The’?ea good thing for people who are still able to take care of
themselves and stay in those places. They can go to town. But

you take somebody who's down and out and bedridden, that's not a
very happy place either.

Okay then, you were talking about people who can get up and go,
l1ike the Maple Manor?

Ya, the Senior Citizen places.

You think it's a good thing for them to}ghong their own friends
Well ya, like those project homes they are a good thing ,too,even
for widows.

Those are for married people. Ya, your right there are some
widows.

Ya, they can visit each other. They have their own homes as long
as their able to take care of them. Better than if they were in
the country all along.

All by themselves.

Right.

Alot of people don't have a family to take care of them, take Lempi
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Yes,

I know she's in that Medical Care Facility, I don't know if she
had a cousin or what?

She had that one brother, but he died.

I don't ever remember. She's been at that Medical Care Facility
for many years now. She always says this is the best place for me
because I can't take care of myself. I always tell her that it's
a nice day outside.

Yes, yes.

So do you suppose for people like that it is good that they have
hospitals like that?

In that case it's good ,yes. 1I'd say they're good and bad both.
Because some of these places they don't treat the old people very
good.,

They don't treat the old people very good.

But some people have a choice, they say they'd rather be in a
hospital than be living with a crabby family.

Much rather.

That's true. That can happen. You've got a big family in your
case, but in alot of cases where there is only one son and his
wife doesn't respect the son's parents. Would you want to be
placed in a home like that where you would have to depend upon
that woman?

Ya, well that's what I say, you can look at it both ways. If

your helpless, your helpless and it's no fun being no place if
your helpless.

I suppose,

Right

That's a good statement.

There's no place like home.

At that Elders home, there's people that have had nice homes, they
go there and they just have little tiny rooms, they don't have

nothing there. Just a few remembrances and a few clothes and they
have to leave everything go.

Mr. Seppanen is the haircutter here and 1 was saying some Sunday
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mornings, I remember when we grew up, somebody would be coming home
for a haircut and Ma would be trying to fix dinner here and he was
saying he remembers:

Well my older brother used to cut hair and he used to have clipners
and combs, and shears and different things. The neighbor kids hairs
would get long so I would have to sneak his tools. While he wasn't
around and cut these kids hair. This kept on going and going and
finally as I got older I bought some tools for myself and every
Sunday morning there were a bunch of kids or men hanging around

for haircuts. Most of the time somebody would give me a dime,

some would give me .15 cents, some had no money at all, some

would give me a little bag of tobacco to smoke.

Did they always try to repay you some way or another?

Oh yes, they would always try to pay somehow but times were tough
and there wasn't much money.

I suppose they couldn't always repay right away.

I know 1t.

There were times when they would repay after right?

sa‘I've been cutting hair ever since.

For how many years now?

I* couldn't have been no more than 1% or 15. About 50 years.

What about the chair?

Oh yes, I still have the original barber chair I made.

I remember that we'd go round and round and round.

I made it so you could swing around like a barber chair. Of course,
you couldn't adjust the height of it but I tried to make 1t about
;ﬁ;sfight height,®f course then I used to have a pillow for shorter
You used carpets too.

Three pillows for kids

Sears and Roebuck catalog too.

Like now do you charge a certain amount for a haircut or do you
let it go as how much do I owe you?

Wo I never did have a set price, people would give me what they
feel like.
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Whatever they felt it was worth.

Ya, most of them were fairly good, they gave a certain amount.

Two of my brothers used to be barbers. My youhgest brother, I
taught him to cut hair.¥hen that kind of relieved me a little bit
when he'd cut hair.

It's true, you talk about relieving, you used to always give Tom
his haircuts. It wasn't the idea that we didn't 1like the haircut
that you gave, but we thought you've got enough other people coming
over and where do you cut the linef simmt It's not the fact that you
should be insulted that we don't come anymore, it's Just that we
felt we have the money to pay for a haircut. Don't ever feel bad
about people having cut the line there.

Would you just as soon not cut hair? I imagine some days your
legs are pretty sore where you'd just as soon not cut hair,

Oh, it don't matter, I still do have a few customers here.

We still laugh, some would come from Detroit and they'd have long
hair and they'd have their kids come here and give a quarter or
so and we'd just laugh and laugh. They'd have two quarters in
their hand and he'd give the other one back.

Ya, put it back in their pocket.
Ya
Do you think some people will try to get by cheap?

Ya, cause here they come from the city with long hair to get a
haircut.

But sometimes there were probably times when you were insulted
because we didn't come back., It wasn't the fact that we didn't
like the haircut, we were saving you wear and tear on your legs.
The fact that was a favor you shouldn't have had to do.

Let's get to sauna business now. We had a little sauna rules,
1little things about saunas, how about rules when you were growing

ug wigh saunas, how did you always have sauna company on Saturday
night

When I was a kid, very seldom we had anybody come over because
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We used to have one of these things that didn't have a chimney.

The original smoke saunas?

A regular smoke sauna, that you'd have to fire up and get the stones
hot. When the stones got hot, you let the fire go out and that's
when you started sauna.

Is that right?

Ya, that wouldn't last too long, only about two hours and that's
all. So everybody had to be done by that time.

Is that why yourgiﬁwzﬂgurrjay‘"{
That's why I been in a rush ever since.
You grew up that way. Everybody bathe in two hours.

Our sauna was about 300 feet from the house and we'd run bare foot
from the sauna, grab our clothes and run into the house.

Did you have to carry the water too?

Oh sure, we had to heat the water in the house, pour the hot water
in the sauna.

What haprened to that one?

Well we started smoking meat and the sauna got too hot and it burnt.
Part of the meat went with it. So ever since then there hasn't been
a sauna on the old place, on the old farm.

What year did you buil# your sauna here then?

That was in, we've had that now ever since you were a baby.

I remember jumping rope on the cement in there

That was when you were five years old.

About 24 years ago.

I would remember that, if I'm 29 now I would have been five years
0ld and I would rememéer Jumping rope on the cement in there.

When we lived in Ironwood, we had a different kind of sauna with
a chimfyy that the heat and smoke would go out. It had a nice bit
like a fireplace. My father would heat the sauna in the afternoon
and he went in ther e to put wood in there and here a skunk had
gone in the stove.

In the stove?

Ya, in the stove. It was a big fireplace so he put the woodl in
there and 1it the fire and he ran out and the skunk came out too.
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(There was a sewer on the floor where the water ran out d
Did you have alot of sauna yisitors.?

Oh yes,

And were you expected to serve them coffee?

It's a funny thing too, people would come way from town, the lo-
cations up there, many families would come and they would come
on Saturday afternoon and we'd have to give them coffee and then
again supper and then they would have a good bath and then my
mother would serve them coffee again.

You can't always be serving people.

Why no, and we had a big family ourself. I know one lady came and
she had made a switch out of some leaves and you should see the
mess it made.

Do some péople leave messes and they don't clean up after themselves?

Yes, some people are messy. They leave the soap and stuff laying
around. They don't bother to put it back in the dish where thy
got it from.

Slop water all over the floor.

Thege were some people who had real smuna's and they'd charge and
charge quite a bit. It used to be .35 cents when I was working
in town .35 cents for a good bath. They furnish the towels and
soap.

Well, that's cheap.
That was a long time ago and it's gone up so much since then
But even now, don't you think a sauna's a good thing. Like I was

looking forward to Saturday, we'¥e gonna come here because you can
get to visit with everybody. It's a visiting thing.

Ordinarily, we might not even see Jimmy and Carol even. Saturday
you come over and visit or Ann and Jim, we wouldn't see them as
often.

Right.

I know there's this girl who was in school, her mother and dad live
out on the Houghton Canal for the summer. They have a farm and they
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live in town for the winter. She said oh how I love going out
Saturdays to the farm because I get to see everybody and visit

Right.

Ya, you get to see everybody and talk about different things

It's more than just taking a bath.

Ya, everybody knows what's going on.

Right.

That's when everybody gets together, sauna time is every Saturday.
Right.

How about weddings now, WNow that you're retired, you can't go to
every wedding. Do you feelinsulted if you don't get a wedding
invitation?

Woz I don't. 1It's the young people now. It seems to me that
we've had our run of weddings and Bhowers and that.

You've done your share.

It seems we've done our share because most of these kids you don't
even know.

You don't even visit their parents and they send you an invitation
Yes and you don't know the kids in the first place.

I don't think that's right.

I don't feel obligated to go.

Do you suppose there's a time like years ago when you used to

go to more? Like Ma would go to these showers or with neighbors
you'd bring a baby gift over.

Oh ya
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This is VJH, SS400, Social Awareness Class

I Tonight, right now I'm going to talk about visiting exchange, and
1t will be participant observation.

It's kind of interesting, here I sit at ten to eleven at night,
I've done my dishes, dinner and supper dishes included,chuckling to
myself. Fere I was caught again dirty dishes in the sink, on

the counters, very embarassing to say the least. Today was the
last day I had to fingish reading a book for a class, for tomorrow
night,and I also knew that I had to make a cholce between getting
this book read or cleaning up the house. Sure enough I was thinking
to myself-and I even told my husband Tom watch somebody come over
tonight. I just know it when my house is a mess, Well I finished
reading the book. I did have the table cleared off and I had gotten
my books ready for tomorrow morning but I hadn't even started to
clear the stove or touch the dishes in the sink. There comes a
knock on the door and I think that it's Tom and Craig coming home,
“fhey had been out plowing driveways tonight. ‘'They're just monkeying
around and teasing me. So I run in the other room because I had
just gotten the bath water drawn for myself,and I thought I'll run
downstairs and pull out the coffee pot plug. Here I am sitting in
my housecoat and I thought oh god it's those guys coming. Well
when they didn't come in and they just kept knocking I thought

it's somebody else coming, I didn't hear the pick-up coming.

I ran out to the steps and hollared come in on the pretense that
I'm just going upstairs and sure enough it's company coming. It's
not even my own family, I said*hi, come on in, I'll be down in a
minute! So I ran upstairs quick, shoved on some clothes, you see
there's a difference. If it were my family coming over, I wouldn't
bother putting on say some slacks and a blouse. I would sit there
in my housecoat. But the people that came over are people that we
don't see often and I was actually surprised to see them here.
Without having called first, without knowing that they're coming.
They aren't the type of people that just drop in. The fellow bowls
with Tom every Wednesday night. I would say maybe they've been
here two or three times before. But usually on business. I
suppose it might have showed on my face, it just didn't register

I thought what are they coming here to visit for. And why? At
previous times it had been on school business, I'm still thinking
to myself now why did they really come to visit. Well I came down
stairs after I had gotten slacks on and a top. They'saidTIs Tom
around?' The guy did, Ron 1s this guy$ name. I said'ﬂb he's out
plowing Jackie's driveway. Jack is another one of the fellows who
bowli_gnd I said?ﬂe'should be home soon, would you care to sit

down Sure, why not, they said. So they proceeded to take off their
boots at the doorway, throw their Jackets over the back of the
chairs. That was a poor hostess of me not to offer to take their
coats I would guess.
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But Meg had fallen asleep on the bed and I was trying to get her
covered and the light shut off and I had to say excuse me a minute
because we live in this old farm house and there's doors between
every room and it isn't a place where you can move about freely.

So anyway I told them to sit down and they said?¥‘11 I wanted to
talk to Tom about golfing.) I thought golfing this time of the
yeaﬂrI thought to myself. That must have registered on my face
too because his wife Bev said one of their boys is interested in
golfing and Ron would 1like to know how much membership is at
where Tom would have a membership. So we sat there for a minute
and that led to something else and something else and I didn't
have fresh coffee to offer them although I know that they both do
drink coffee so I went to the refrigerator and I %pidf ow about a
beer Ron: Or would you rather have a mixed drink’” He heehawed
kind of back and forth and I remembered the last time B was over-
maybe the last time Ron does drink brandy I was trying to think.
We did@#® have brandy in the house. But he saidjNo no, I'll have
a beer.” So I pulled a Bosch out of the refrigerator. I didn't
take out any of the Coor's that I had said before on tapes that
my brother-in-law had brought from out west. I guess I felt that
was given to Tom that beer and if he wanted to serve it to Ron
when he got home, fine, but I wasn't going to serve it to him
myself. And he did, he did pull out the Coor's beer and they

did share that afterward. So I askeq:Beviwhat would she care to
drink and she said wine if you have any kind of wine and I was
going to bring out our blackberry Mogan David wine but we had
drank all off that gn our snowmobile trip Saturday night. So I
fixed her Boone's rm and she saild she wanted it served on ice
with a liitle bit of mixwith it and I said sure kind of jokingly
with herathat what she wants.

So 1n the meantime we sat around and chewed the rag and Tom came
home and you could see that Tom and Ron knew each other that well
because” you saw my van out there and you wergq, really running in
a hurry and you didn't think Bev was with me. On and on and

this kind of badgering that went on so there is a familiarity of
grounds. They like to tease each other. It was interesting as
we were conversing here fferent things back and forth. They
were talking about a’f?!%ﬁthey had been on. It was kind of funny
because they were talking about one of the wives that had gone
along and normally she's a kind of quiet and reserved kind of
person and then she had really gotten stoned I guess. They were
kind of laughing about it but they weren't making fun of her.
This I did notice. They were saying wasn't it nice that she had
a nice time, I betcha she was feeling awful today but it wasn't
making fun of somebod hgo had . out and really gotten loaded.
They just thought she erves?ggges all right if she goes out.



EVP-VJH-59

And yet later onffhe evening the conversation turned to these
neighbors of théned, it's a young couple and they have a, who

by the way, he is my cousin, so we're related in that way and

his father who would also be my uncle has this drinking problem
and there the drinking when we were talking about drinking, it's
a bad thing, a negative type thing. This conversation was going
kind of different a round and round type thing. Where alcohollsm
can be good or bad and yet we were all sitting here with a drink,
Tom came home and he had a beer. But I guess it's with moder-
ation or how you use it or to what extent it hurts your famlly.

Going back to this cousin now, we started talking about them and
how he's been on the wagon and how things are so much better.
aw¥H6's fingaly started coming back over our house. He didn't come
around for a while after Ron really chewed him out for one little
disagreement that had had., It wwer drinking too."# I guess
it had been bothering me because adgik sald amypshing to this
cousins wife. She had stopped in one day last fall and she started
telling me about her husbands drinking problem and how her kids
are picking up these bad habi:iband sassing their dad. I just
sald you know sometimes kilds ck their parents. I did use my
own kids as an excuse but I said have you ever said anything like
that and sure enough we talked and sald there's help for
wives of men who drink. If you really feel that it's bothering
you that much that you don't give a darn about it perhaps you
should go for help. I guess she got the impression that I was
trying to but¥in too much and she left. I got the impression
that she didn't like the idea that. It had bothered me ever
since then and the opportunity came up in this conversation as
us four people were sitting around the table. I told Bev, Bev
is close to Joyce, theQ%tneighbors and they see each other alot,
I said to herlJoyce was here one day last fall and I suppose I
sald to muchf I looked at her as I was saying this, she knew
what I was talking about. You know how you just get this feeling.
She had kind of an embarassed look on her face as if to say ya,
I know all about it and you're right Joyce was disgusted about it
and maybe this is why she hasn't been to visit you. It's Just a
feeling you get and it's too bad that messages have to be sent
second, third, forth, and fifth hand. But here again I feel bad
because I try to be the kind of person where I don't 1like to
give people advice and yet when it comes to something like this
I figure there's help for it. I know how Joyce feels because
gone through this and how alcoholism can if you don't make a go
of it cause alot of problems in a marriage, in a family life and
this and that., And there is help for it. I suppose maybe I'm
more of an advocate of it for people who have serious drinking
problems because we have friends who are in AA and people who
have really come a long way with the alcoholic anonymous program.
Maybe she thought I was interfering. I don't know. But anyway
I thought to myself well they didn't want another drink so I
better put on a pot of coffee. So I made the coffee and we sat
around and talked for a while andfgut on a plate of cookies.
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I was thinking to myself as the coffee was perking I don't have
any coffee bread in the house. All I have are a few of those
peanutbutter cookies teft, I don't have any crackers, how can I
serve cheese without crackers. I was thinkingfeh you dummy

why didn't you make those blueberry muffins earlier when you had
the chancef Because I had taken blueberries that I had picked
and I thought I would make some blueberry muffins. How are you
going to serve this type of thing. I thought well the guys aren't
really to keen on cookies, I put four coffee cups thinking I'm
not going to exclude.anybody. Ron said,no thanks I don't think
I'11 have any coffée, Tom said,no ,too,he didn't want any since
Ron isn't having any so Bev and I had the two coffee cups and I
thought well the guys aren't going to want any cookies with
their beer so I'm going to have to put something salty on. So I
poured the rest of the potato chips i bag inkha bowl and I
thought now I have to put some cheese on with it, I didn't

have crackers so I thought I'm going to serve this separately.

I didn't set a fancy table. Bev and I drank our coffee out of
mugs and the guys I think they took out a gdass for their beer.
I Just put the cookies and cheese on a melamac saucer type of
dish or pie size dishes and chips on the table here. See this
kind of evening visit here you don't have to fuss with it.# I
was going to say to that this dirty housekeeper business really
bothers me. I think it reflects on what kind of a mother and
wife I am. I still haven't gotten over this hump of me going

to work and school and I still can't take care of my house
properly the way I should. But I feel people are coming over
and looking and criticizing and saying aha I can't wait to leave
from there so I can spread the word. ©Small communities are this way.
So I was thinking to myself, okay Joanie you've got to wash

that coffee pot for sure so you can make a new pot of coffee.
Should you start washing those dishes now? Oh those dishes bug
me! They've seen that dirty counter and they must have thought
oh that woman hasn't done dishes for days. I put water running,
enough to wash that pot and put the dishes soaking and I sat
down and had coffee because it wouldn't bother me before to say
I've got all these things to do but I don't know if it's this
course or what that makes me aware. I know it is after that
paner I did last term it makes me wonder what kind of hostess
are you, how are you going to serve these people? How would you
feel if you went to somebody elses house and they were really
puttering around doing their dishes and everything else but
sitting down with you.

I guess that is one thing about having company over. I still
wonder even why they came. After we saw them out the door and
Tom was saying something about the temperature and saw them out
and I came and thought I better start doing these dishes.
Cleaning up here and getting the table cleared for morning.
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I'm itill wondering tﬂ,myself now why did Ron and Bev really come
overt! To feel us outy that was just an excuse this golfing thing.
Maybe they just wanted to come visiting. I'm not tow sure of it
at all, I suppose one of the reasons will come up. I shouldn't
be so suspicious.

In one of the earlier papers I spoke about the snowmobile club

that we had members from the Alston and Nisgula although our club
house is in the Alston area. It is a large rqu you could say.

I think their membership runs almost to 30f‘5W%.ch is quite large
for an organization in our area. We have been members of it since
it began. Although neither one of us, Tom nor I have been thereveuch
this year. We have been active members, both of us have been
Treasurer's and I think he MSeven Vice President for the organ-
ization.

let me go back a few times. The week before on Saturday night
they had a meeting and of course they were talking about the
yearly trip they go on. They go over night some place further
than you can drive on one day and stay over night. Thils year
we'll go ge ruceg Crossing. So one of the women across the
table saidy®ne of these days before you get to old you should
really go out snowmobiling! I just smiled and said,fne of
these days. But inside I was really mad because I éhoughh

I suppose seething,but yet I thought I'm a deviate, I know I
am. I deviate from their rules because it just doesn't turn
me on, snowmobiling just doesn't turn me on. Then you 7
have to ask yourself the question why doesn't it turn you on.
And it's the same o0ld story from the first years we began to
go. It's too cold at times. I'm a person who freezes inside
a warm bullding. Lousy excuse you say)but it's all in my
head.

Okay I'll say I don't particularly care to go because I have to
ride with Tom, we don't have two machines. 1It's not as much fun
riding in back bumping along as driving,I would imagine.

Another thing it bothers me, I'm reallympatient with people when
they say their going to go or be someplace at a time.I wish they
would be there. Years past they say their going to leave at
noon and they don't get going until 1 or 2:00 in the afternoon.
To me I'm paying my babysitter for that hour we're wasting there.
It's a poor way to feel,I suppose, 1t should be called leisure.
I've even said before in the past I can't afford to pay a baby-
sitter from 11:00 in the morning until 11:00 at night. Some
people can but I can't do it. And rather than go along and be
an old sour paPs and spoil everybody else’s #ime by saying“let's
goy I would just as soon stay home. However, there are occasions
when this works, Tom will go on trips and I would Jjust as soon
stay home and I don't mind him going.



EVT-VJE-62

Before, I had to get used to the idea that he can do things inde-
pendent of me and I can do things independent of him and I-can't
control his life any more than he can control mine. On certain
matters. So I told Tomfyou go if you want to go because he en-
joys the riding. I have a million things to do on Sunday anyway.
Especially since school is on and now that 1've begun to work
Monday mornings.

Another thing that burned me up about these trips wast oh you can
go: sure I can,but I can't lay in on Monday mornings with a head-
ache either. ﬁonday is my long day where I go at morning and I
get home at 11:00 at night. I can't afford to spend that time
there and I guess it's Just a matter of how valuable your time 1is
and where you're going to put the most effort. It's kind of funny
because tonight that happened to me, I was thinking I had to put
that effort toward that reading, of that book rather than finishing
dbshes. And the fact that I hadn't read that book meant nothing
to the company that came over but the fact that I hadn't done my
dishes did show you're kind of a sloppy housekeeper.

Getting back to the snowmobile club., I guess what it amounted to,
was I told myself on these previous trips, okay Joanie you u-itu//
stay home, you'll stay home because you don't want to spoil every-
body elses good time. Well the occasion came up this Saturday
where Toms cousin and his wife were here from Minneapolls, and
they had hauled their snowmachines and they had been here since
Friday night. (They were here while we were goneto L'anse., I
think I mentioned that on one of my tapes, I thought oh God

these people come in and see my dirty mesg. This is really a
hangup with me.) So they called and saidj®o you want to go out
snowmachining tonight, that we are going to go with Iris and
Charlief{who live in Alstony Tom answered the phone and asked,
“where are you going to go?" Well, they were going out by Twin
Lakes to Jake's Bar and try the new trail. The Snow Flyers had
built a trail from Alston and it brings you to within a couple
miles of Jake's Bar in Winona. And the DNR maintains this trail.
It's a nice trail, Right away said}@ee I don't think Joanie

is going to want to go.'! He wanted me to make this decisiog‘while
he was on the phone and I said}ﬂhy doq't we call them back.

He said*l think the wife is weakening. Well 1like I said before

I had all these excuses why I didn't want to go and I had a
migrain on top of it and I thought well I'm going to have to get
rid of this some how. Which I did by taking two of the pills the
doctor has prescribed for me. But I found all these reasons why
I didn't want to go. Then I started thinking to myself, I have to
go. I wam kind of mad because I was thinking about all these
social pressures that a person is under, When you belong to an
organization,( group conformi%%) you have to be active, you have
to go along every once in a 1le so that you're still a fun-
ctioning member of it, that they don't think"Ah you're toeogood
for itfbecause you don't want to come out. tt's” so important in
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a small community that people don't think badly of you. At least
you get a gullty complex about it I suppose. I was thinking to
myself, we really should go and here I had a guilty conscience
about that because Bill and Shirley have always made a point when
they came up to visit his mother and dad in this area to stop
over and visit with us or spend one evening with us. We play
cards or sit around and gab or we'd go somewhere with them., We'd
have a few drinks. But the last few times they've called but they
haven't tried to come over and I don't know whether I've been
rude to them or what, I feel really bad because I would try to
have them over for a meal and I reallyl suppose too we should
reciprocate in some way because we did go there one summer and
spend a couple of days with them and they were marvelous host and
hostessep. We went to many ballgames and they chased us around
and Shirley took me shopping and it happened to be our daughter's
birthday while we were there and they bought a cake for her and
arranged for a babysitter and they wouldn't let us pay a darn
cent having their daughter babysit. I just feel obligated to
them., Yet I feel bad when we have to tell people we can't do
this tonight and we can't go there because we've got company

and really to some people who don't realize the work their is

in going to school the thing that you have to study is a lousy
excuse.,

So anyway for this reason I thought to myself we've got to go
out on this snowmobile trip. In the meantime I'm cussing because
I'm thinking this darn society what it forces people to do.
Well, it was one of the cholicer nights that we could have chosen
to go snowmobiling, the weather was beautiful. It wasn't that
cold and we were able to get a babysitter on short notice so I
thought to myself for Bill and Shirley we'll go out. As it
turned out I took the car down to the club and Tom went cross
country to get there faster and I thought to myself don't make
a point about being impateint about things. The snowmobile trip
itself was okay and I wanted to say one thing about it. One this
type of a trip which was on short notice, all of the members
around and some had even come in from L'anse there were only
couples that went on this. It wasn't a type of thing where the
singles went and yet on Sunday when they went to Covington there
would have been many men going without their wives but this was
a couples trip that the women went on and most poeple in this
organization do have two machines where the couples don't have
to ride double like us. So I guess there's a class system there
or a status system which exists in a small organization. You
should have a helmet am&(I had to borrow a helmet to wear,) You
have to have the whole getup and works and have a suit to match
your machine and a machine that really goes. As a matter of
fact it!s gind of a teasing type of a thing where people take
their eﬁ“s along with them. Like Tom has an Arctic Cat agp
0

Tom really rubs it in,"the Cat goes heref "the Cat is back.’’ One
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of his friends has a Ski-Doo and they all give each other the
razing-3gmt Tom said the clutch is going on our machine and he
was really worried on some of the hills we were going up. He
said if this machine klonks out on me now I'm never going to
hear the end of it. It was always a matter of boasting and
bragging about how great this éat is. If it had klanked out

on him, it would have been bad new, It would have been so much
razing.

We had a kitty when we got to the bar over there. First everybody
threw in a dollar then another and then it was trying to get
everybody to go home from there.-i’Fﬁey said 'ah let's get goinéﬁ
and this is one of the reasons I don't 1like té go on a trip like
that because when I want to go home, I'd llke to go home. When
you get a group of people together you're always going to get

one person who says\one more drink, one more drink.” So finally
somebody said the money from the kitty was gone and Ylet's get -
going‘(we'd been there for a couple of hours and it was midnight,)
Somebody started putting on their sult and I'll be darned what

a motivation type thing it was. Everybody says okay, it's time
to get going. Except when we were ahead on the way going back
some of the crew got left behind and Tom and I headed on home

by ourselves cross country. # This snowmobile club will go out
camping and there's another status thing about the snowmobile
club, Before it used to be you had to have a snowmoblle, then

a second snowmachine, then you had to have all the equipment that
went with it, a helmet, with a shield, all the boots and Jazz

and matching suits, and now it's gotten where this club plans

to go camping on weekends and what kind of camper do you have,

or a tent. Anything you go in 1s fine. Really I think it was

a great step in our even getting a camper. I'm not to keen on
that yet elther, but I guess I'm keener on that than I am on
snowmachining. I really don't think there should be this
pressure in society, or in a small community life.

There's also other pressure in this club. I've gone on my
snowmobile trip for the evening and I can say okay, they can

get off my back. I guess it's a relief for me. And yet this
annual overnight trip that they make I feel like I should go

to that also., One thing that bothered me one year when we went
before. I can always Justify by not going and spending two days
by saying I'll go along but I'l1l drive the car instead of riding
the snowmachine. That way I can take the instruments for the
music that Tom and Charlie provide in the evening. These guys
are given a yearly membership, they don't have to pay their dues
because they play free at dances and other partlies and yet I
sometimes wonder if it would be easier to pay that $10.00 annual
membership dues than to be under this type of obligation. I
think Tom feels that way sometime too.
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What really bothered me about that Bruce Crossing trip was~-1I
suppose it's a matter of prestige when you look at it. We got
there, we got rooms that didn't have any water in themi no
bathroomy 411 they had was the heat and bed in 1it. t
bothered me because I guess it was rank Wembers who had Jjust
come into the club, they got the prime rooms and they didn't
worry about this and that. They put us people who had been in
the club for many years in these rooms that had next to nothing
in them and it really bothered me.&¥l- I said at the last meeting
we had whefiever they acquire rooms make sure they have accomodations
that are-equal for everybody. Because I just don't think it's a
matter of fairness,and I think they were tryling to pull rank a
little bit\too,eut 1t really bothers me and I can imagine how
anybody else would have felt about it. QMT‘G‘” Soath 7,

VIR-55400 Class ‘Pegin 7Zme T, Siole L

This tape will be an assortment of little notesthat I've made as
I've been puttering around.eesd Fhere willte favors, money exchange,
economic exchange, borrowing, pet peevese that I've had or other
people have had or I've spoken about. §o0 perhaps it will just be a
hodge podge of different things that I've noticed, I guess social
awareness that I've noticed after I've taken this class amd—ilue
jettad _daun.

The first I have listed is under bargaini for favors. I have JKLo
sister-in-law, I'm sure I have Marlene written down in one of my
other papers with a 1ittle bit of background on her. Anyway I have
stated before that she 1s a girl from North Dakota who my brother
married. emsd She has always found it so hard to understand why
people in this areay not necessarily in this area, but with my
family particularly give away things without asking money for them
or bargaining for them. She can't understand hows if some of my
daughter's clothes are too small for her that I will pass them

on to Stephie and not charge a dollar or fifty cents for them.

Yet she will go ahead and say I'll buy tris from you and how

much do you want and this and that. I suppose it's Jjust a matter
of upbringing and however you feel for it. Whether you should

pay for things or not and I supnose it gives a person a.ziiéaﬁf“
feeling. It depepnds how you feel. I suppose she feels

she pays for 1it, is mine i ;or it, 1t is acceptable to

me whereas me I feel guliltwy pa things that other people

can use and I could give away. It's Just a matter of background
and how you've been raised I would suppose.

Anyway I'll give you one instance about bargaining for favors.

My mother had given me some cupcak muffin tins. They were real

oldgy they were wsmmm the ones thatyddd had out in the old woodshed.
Ma_b/She sald the kids wanted something to play with and she sald let

the kids take these home and play with them. Thls was a year ago.
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Well I said,Bkay, let the kids have outside. And really this
tin meant nothing to me, Until shéf@%gg‘f’ o the house and you can
always tell by the glint in her eye and she said*what are you doing
with that old muffin tin outside? What do you pian on doing with
1tT' She's very tactful that Marlene., She won't say)Il want thaty
$he'11#say 'what are you doing with 1tf" I said’why, what are you
going to db with 1t2in that kind of a tone. She said 'th I'd love
to have that old muffin tin, I want to put it on my wall. She

has an old worn out wooden spoon and she has a bread %%%rd they

used baktqin the flat bread in the ove e bread on
the t surface then you'd scoop it up with this pad shgped
board.)) Anyway she said'I want to hang that up‘and I 1 of

a_sudden t@is old cupcake tin pan became something of value to me.
a1 says, I'11 give that t?‘you but yQu remember that old cradle

we got from Tom's grandma's$” She says,Ya} I says)If you refinish
that for me you can have that cupcake tin.'“Oh fine finejy she loves
to antique and she does a beautful marvelous job. She saiqd 'Gkay
fine I'11 do it! But it was kind of funny because she said £ter she
got done doing it}‘oy I don't think it was worth 1t:because it 414
involve more worfR. I did pay her for the materials, the varnish,
“fhe idea was the labor involved in doing 1t. She does a beautiful
Job on it.

Another thing with Marlene once we're talking about her. Monetary
exchangey 9he is a Shaklee dealer in this area and whenever I buy

a product from her I know that she charges me the full price so

that she can make a profit on it. So last weekew I buy greeting
cards in bulk and I get them at cost to me so my sister,Barbara

who I also rave a 1little bit of background on in one of the other
papers,she sa13v e would you order me some sympathy cards and

some recipe cards‘and I said,g'Sure.’ Marlene heard us tglk

about it and she said‘“hy don't you order me some., I sald, Tine

I'11 order you some too}and I wanted some odds and ends of different
cards. So I was thlnking to myself I'll order these cards at cost.
Put the catalog price they 1ist showing the person looking at it

I wouldn't have any qualms about saying I'm going to charge Marlene
the full price. Like say for example the cards cost $1.50 my cost
would be $1.00 I'1ll charge her the $1.50 for it simply because

this is what terms we are on. And yet today my sister, Barbara,

came to pick up her cards and she does million of favors for me. It
kind of reminds me of this diagram that you put on the board where
so many favors will go to person 2 from person 1. You don't wait
for a one~to-one response type of thing. It's a d#fuse exchange.
And yet I wouldn't think of making a profit on the cards I sold to
Barbara., It's just a rg}ationship that a person has, And Marlene
has found it so hard bo&tg’_m her husband, and my brother, wh
Ronnie's always giving money awayj"I Just can't underst how he

is always giving money away. S0 you see it's a mattex, w you've
been raised.
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Another thingg¢ talking about babysitting. Barbara and Marlene will
exchange babysitting. " Okay, you owe one day of babysitting and I'11
owe another day of babysitting. I remember when I first started
school and I was having trouble getting babysitters"%mother was
gone or there were different occasions. I was going every day of
the week and our baby wasn't in school then yet. She'd say,Bring v
Meg over for the afternoon, T y's real bored;a-l bring her over.
She's real conscious about her kids having playmates and being ex-
posed to other childrengy,Although her kids are hellions,let me
tell you. They Jjust args raised and have a hard time adjusting.
The first time I went to pay her she said:hb no you can't pay me
for that. No way.” So there was just no money exchange but we've
kind of gotten out of that. Of course, I'm not able to offer ®
babysit too often but she feels free to call on me. Like she
called the sther morning and she saidﬂﬂhat are you planning on
going todayf I have to run to L'dnse and if I'm not bgck in time
would you mind taking Timmy home with you from school Y This type
of thing doesn't bother me because these kids are bigger and

I don't mind babysitting for her.I don't feel it's an obligation
except if I have a paper due that I have to type. I don't like

to say okay you owe me one day of babysitting and I owe you another.
I wish people could call. Like we have these other friends and we
don't know them to well, not as close as a brother~sister type of
relationsn}p but she'll feel free and I'm real glad she does.
She'll say, I have to go to the doctors today, is it all right if
Timmy comes off the bus. V‘'Sure it's all rightﬁll! I will feel free
to call on her to do the same thing. And there's no money exchange.

Take for example~Timmy was over from the bus one day and I guess I
was making the same fudge I was talking about earlier. It was
supposed to go to Florencds, it was the first batch I had made.
Craig had invited him to come over that day. Well the boys

didn't have any fudge and I couldn't very well sayqy the fudge was
hot yet when it was time for him to be going home. This is what
I've said;I don't care for turn visiting because I don't always
have the timm’g r%wgﬁm visiting. Anyway the last
few times sh é e lit%tﬁ§b° cool toward me and she doesn't
always tell you to come over. e saidfﬁhen you bring Timmy home
why don't you come in for a cﬁb of coffee?' Well I could hardly
not go @B After so many times you've got to make time and
alternative choices. I guess it's what we were talking about ~
last week in class if you have to maximize or mihimize the Q-iﬁic
bhat is this going to cost youjand what is that going to cost you
in the 1line of friegdship. So I did bring a plate of fudge #m
that day when I ., But it's funny the next time I did babysit
for her she askedrﬁbuld y?y mind if Timmy came off the bus, I
have to go to the doctorst I said*do’4nd when she came to pick
him up she did bring a plate of tarts which is a real nice thing
and re they were more valuable to us than if she had offered
mone wouldn't have taken, assd She knew that when she brought
the tarts and sis==SmE®g she didn't say that but she was thinking
now we won't refuse these because any homemade bakery 1s a luxury.
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Just a minute, another interesting thing, yku heard me say Jjust a
minute. It was my husband calling, are we going to pick up Craig?

Babysitting is another thing. We had exchanged kids this after-
noon. My sister had come over to pick up the cards that I had
ordered for her,and 1 said that I didn't charge her the full price
for them. I mean I charged her my cost, I didn't make any profit
on them. She has an older boy who is much older than our Cralg
but anyway it's a boy to play with and sismmmld Cralg asked if he
could go there to play and I saidyfine and why don't you leave
Stephie here to play with Megf®® I offered this time for her to .
stay but I remember one day she said!Stephie 1ikes to go places
and of course naturall e any kid likes to play'yith other

kids and this one day Sh#{¥aid'I want to stay here. She says

this most of the timefﬁh do we have to go home alreadyf” Anyway v
Barbara said:Uhy don't you ask Auntie Joanie if you can stay here.
That was one of the days that I just didn't have the time to be
fixing supper or waiting on kids. I guess it was Jjust extra
company and I had other things on my mind and how can you turn
down a child who asks you.,” It makes it kind of embarassing with
this type of thing and I was a little bit disgusted with 15 I
guess,and that's even minor.

I'11l go back to babysitting and how you do it for relatives more,
Last summer my sister went with her husband on what I guess was
a two week trip to Seattle,Washington. Like I said before, he's
a long distance truckdriver. She said she really wanted to go
with them and I know they haven't had a vacation and my mother
and dad are really getting to o0ld and I feel that when there 1is
all us kids around we shouldn't obligate them for anylength of
time,although if I have to have my kids go there for a weekend
they are real’y really great if we have to be gone somewhere for
many many hours or some distance away. I would rather ask my
mother and dad to babysit thex'll say don't come get the
kids in the middle of the night. "If you're going to be after
midnight come and get them in the morning. ~*e—ean-balng—bhem
o Sunday.Sohesdy—ivst—come—ged—thon-in.tha morning. They are
really wonderful for things like that but for any length of
time, I don't think it's right and I have the room now to have Adfaa
kids and maybe it's my way of saying I can pay back my mother
and dad for something and maybe my sister, too, She's quick to
temper and complain about things but you can't beat her as far
as a sister goes.§ So she said she was going with her husband
last summer and I saild'fine why don't you have the kids come
heréQEut I would have preferred not to have had the youngest one
come becauseé I knew it would have been a constant friction be-
tween her youngest one and my youngest one. There's about a
year and a half to two years difference in age and when they
both get tired they get cranky and hard to live with. I was
afraid that she would get lonesome ﬁor ?e But anyway
I did offer and I ¢idn t say don't s ne but I

thInk we'll take Stephie with us on the trip.t ko that worked
out fine. However we did make some economic arrangement. I
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didn't want to be paid fifty cents an hour for every hour her kids
were here. But she did offer mopey for the food and I did accept
it for that,and she said wimm'wdllcall wesl every so often where
we are and &o you mind_if we call collect and I'l1 pick up the
bill when we come home?" I said“fineamdi I didn't worry about that.
"{(If some other people had said that they would pay after they called
ollecty=I cap t of one friend in particular who said she would
call collect*ﬁka never did get the money for the billg With
she 1s real quick to repay bills or any money that she owes.
But I did take the money in that in§ﬁ§n£%h§§5§§§ﬁ§'§§25$i would
cost to feed these kids and for any’Dean mp gg:zgft
time. How do you place a value on how much time you are to
these kidsf These are your neices and nephews and there are some
people you don't mind doing these things for.

Then we had one of my né€ces from Detroit whafgfayed gt mny mother%,

which would be her grandma's. It happened that she was coming up

here to vacation the same time that Dean and Shelly would be staying

at my house so I saidlpthy don't you have Dian?"come here and stay.

Then she'll be closer to Barb and Fran's kids!" Barb and Fran live

close to my mother and dad, they can ride their bikes but it's

1like 4 or 5 miles from Nisyula to Alston so I said why don't you

have Diane stay here. There will be more for them to do. I really

think I offered because of that reason but to also because when we

were at Michigan State. I can think bagk now how awful we were.

We'd free load off of Bath and Bill two/three weekends a month.

We Jjust had the one t they had to feed us,And when I think

of the work now myself of having company after a long summer,

I'm glad to go camping and get away because if we are home people

come overs,wsd I love having people but I don't think you yourself

know the work of having overnight companyuntil you have to do the

work., Bedding, clean the house, fix the meals, I think sometimes

I get real tired of it when nevt summer comes around I'll say,
vS§ure come on oveq‘because we love having company and that is one

time of the year when I can enjoy having company ess®. Diane

did come that time ,too ﬁnd we had a great time. I really think it's

a way of me telling Ruth and Bill'well thanks for letting us

freeload off of you.! They were just wonderful and when I think

if anybody did that to me now I'd really say they're legches.

Some people are and some people aren'tﬂybu!ve got to be real

careful about that too.

It'sia curtous thing when,yo ave people over-what you will serve
them.; I said before Ghn&gigidﬁggﬁﬁﬁyﬁ was talking about Christmas
visits. The week before Christmis we were invited to a house party.
We got an invitation in the mail. Usually the parties we are
invited to are by phone but this came in the i1 and I guess we
were one of the select few that were inviteds#nd first thing we
asked’w-!f‘ﬂhat can we bringf” Because the kind of parties we've
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always had everybody brings their own bottle to drink, their own
mix and usually you bring some kind of a snack or chip in on the
food. Well in this case-granted the people do have the money but
I just feel so odd about going into somebody's house without bring-
ing anything,but they said’Mo, no, don't bring anything. The
drinks are on us and so are the snacks. They didn't monkey with
any food. They did have a nice selection of snacks but still I
didn't go empty handed. It's like a guy bringing a six pack of
beer to a friends house or something like thises. Unless you'¥e
specially invited and then you sitill ask, Jt4s a matter of courtesy.
It's just something in this area, 1 guess you don¥t want to be
known as cheap or freeload off somebody. I did bring two boxes of
snacks but it in no way made up for the amount of drinks we would
drink &4f we were sitting in a bar or something. #It was an interesting
type of party where they said to Tom‘bring your guitar along.’
fg'll entertain a little bitt at parties. As it turned out he brought
t there. (He borrowed his brothers guitar to bring there.) They
had tapes playings; the party was held in their basement. And
then when it got time to go home,there were a few couples }eft
and they aaid}ﬂh we didn't even ﬂear you sing yet tonight.” The
host was kind' of embarassed. ¥ Here we told you to bring your
guitar and we didn't hear your singing.,” Here's a affrerent type
of a thinghtoo where you talk about a good hostess and a bad
hostess, ealfy it was a source of amazement that this couple
even had any kind of a gathering at their house because she's a
newcomer to the area. She was Eldborn I guess., But she was an
“outsider'so to say. But everybody thought she was stuckup until
you get to know her.St she's actually shy. She won't answer the
phone if her husband isn't home during the daytime and yet you talk

to her and shg' 1, frank and she's one of these people who have
these unhappy ut beautiful if she smiles,

Anyway we went to this party and(ﬁtﬂ%reeted us at the door and
showed us where to put our coats and our boots and got us a drink
and she just sat down all the while., It's really a curious type
of thing because I know 1it's just the way they are. ,Ik a -
person would just give her credit but she didn't say i‘.ﬁiu&eﬁ’we
were 1eaving,sh% didn't come and see you to the door:;she just said
A®nh your weldome, To me to be & good host and hostess,both of you
should see people to the door. (Perhaps our self concepts or_our
preconceived ideas of what a good host and hostess should bel)

Now that we are talking about winter and Christmas time I think
I'11 go on to make a little bit comparisons about serving drinks
there. They served everykind of drink there. They'll serve most
any kind of drink there. I guess then we went to Tom's folks
Christmas Eve and no drinks were served simply because two of
Tom's family were trying to beat the alcoholic problem and it was
easier that we all chose it wasn't worth it to tempt them with
this type of thing because they are not that secure in thdfe

kicking the habit so to say.
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One Sa:turday night l:/ew years, I can remember it because
the 31st was the last "day that’ Pastor Nelson was here and you might
be familiar with Pastor Nelson,4s a matter o;ﬂ;;ﬁg'he spaid he was
taping an interview session the night before ere's Something
about people like that, they are in a class all their own. You
think gee how familiar do you get with a pastor., This is some
idea you have when you've been raised, He seems like & good joe,
he'll take a drink and then you go this further step and you don't
really invite them into your home., He comes and calls and you're
receptive enough and you offer them a cup of coffee,but when he
comes to call you wonder'which committee do you want me to be on?’
or\what have I done now?' Well we knew that they were going to
be leaving our parish and I thought it's an obligation that I
have w ypmml® to invite Pastor and Ann over, I kept putting it
off and finally on Christmas Eve I asked them ;ismsdsisswe‘this is
such a late date of asking but g#® we would like to have you over
to eat., Would you have some evening you could come?’ I asked
Pastor and he said4Wbll you'll have to talk to Ann, she's beep
taking care of all of that, she knows which is what and that. !
She said gge" I think Saturday night would be good,but I'll have
to call you for sure on that, It was kind of a relief that I
had asked them and I had this guilt feeling that they wouldn't
come, They had asked us earlier in this Christmas season to go
out carolling. They had called us and they had so many couples
and it just happened to be a weekend and a Sunday evening where
we just couldn¥t go,and Ikept thinking they're going to remember
this and they won't want to come to our house because we didn't
accept their invitation, (We didn't show up at their invitation.)
So she called back and said ew»® they would be glad to come,

We were talking about serving drinks, il “Fhey came over as
scheduled and I fixed a dinner for them and I thought well I
will put the meat in the oven, {I had pork shops)and they could
still have time to bake while they had a drink. So Iknow, as
a matter of fact I can make a comparison,., On Christmas day,
we had had Tom's cousin over and his aunt. We didn't take out
the bottle of scotch because we don't ordinarily keep this in
the house., We had bought it ¥l because my cousin and her
husband were to come over omdmbhesm=isedwwiweys, Jhey were supposed
to come Christmas time and they weren't able to make it. So I
thought to myself, we'll save thisscotch for some special occasion
because it's a little bit more expensive. And we also had two
bottles of champagne that we had gotten for a good deal, ss you
know you save something like that for a special occasjion. “So
we asked them'#hat would they like to “drink(,'lnd he saidjAnn
would like something with syeet in it, and Tom said‘;llhy don't
we crack out that ampagneS" I said'&n that's a fine idea, 1I'll
have some myself.' Champagne we will ck me down on
my rear so fast but there were other people tg it In the
meantime, I saidfPastor would you like some scotcH"‘and he said,ya.
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Ya, scotch on the rocka."'pr wouldyou rather have champagne? No
I'd rather have my scotch, He dranke the scotch, Like I said we
did take out that scotch and champagne and yet we never would have
thought of serving it to these other people that had come over.
A spur of the minute thing., Was it just the occasion, the fact that
we were trying to make an impression on them because they were
leaving, hope that they would come back and visit us again some
time. That's the way people are in society,I suppose.

Then there became a conflict, Tom's aunt and uncle, recently re-
tired and movgﬂ ug here from Detroit., Theyhave a daughter who was
visiting oo and tiwpssmps they had called up earlier in
the gvening and &skedgﬁre you going to be home this eveningf’and I
says,yes we're goin be home.) I must have sounded hesitant on
he phone because s aid'Bo you have something planned¥” I said
o, not really, 3t Pastor 4nd Ann are coming ovemy —umrT—trorime——tteee—n e
for dinner ,but why don't you come over anywayf'"We just want to come
over and v{sit. Carla's home now and she's got to be back tomorrow
and she'gllike to come over tonight,‘sndosiwwser I saicr&hy don't
you come: She asked what time we were eating and I told her —
but as it turned out we didn't eat at that time. If Pastor and
Ann had bepgn op time we would have been done eating by the time
they came sa t's up to you. You're more than welcome to come
She didn't s either way. I told To our aunt and uncle called
to come over'!And he said ..a“?ou didn?t tell them not to come,’ ===
I said)®f course not'” Wwell anyway they showed up as we were having
our before-dinner drink there and you could see tgat Lina, Tomjs
aunt was really embarassed., She kept apologizing,‘hug'm sorry
that we came at this time, it was a bad time to come. We Just
thought we would come and visit for a while and then we will have
to go. But you go ahead and eat your supper.’4§In the meantime,
I went in the kitchen to check the baked potatoes, luckily I had
served something like that and I turned the oven down low. Adults
you can always postpone by having another drink, but kids get
hungry. The kids started to say they were hungry and snack on
a cracker or a piece of bread and I aaidf e why don't we feed the
kids, we can always eat a little bit later{" I was polite because
I know how kids get hungry and I asked Carla whether she wanted s
to feedher boys. She said no phey had been fed
before they came. You kndw kids, Epeykeep saying I'm hu?gry,dléﬁ
hungry I want s thing to eat .too., We fed ours and I cleare e
tab%eyhnd I ﬂlm I:Hﬁftglze you hungry? ¢ she said,'I'm not
really te toehungry! ’ Anyway it got a little bjt laten wmizE-sexs

o /;they started saying they had_to go and I said s why don't

you sit down and eat with us{because I did haVe quibe a few
porkchops, There would be enough for one for each. I did figure
for two for eachof the adylts so that would ve, covered the three
extra people, 89 I set ble and I sa ‘iﬁ;‘ﬁﬁh't you sit down
and eat with us I cleared the kids plates a e I had set the
table they said ay fine, we won't eat muchJﬁgwg eally ate before
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we left home, And here's another thing, youknow, if I've eaten
before I've left home I'm still hungry if I see some other good food
on the table. Somebody elses food and somebody elses cookingipese
always better than your own. They sat down and ate with us and

they were really embarassed that they had interrupted our visit.

. You should try to make people

feel comfortable, And yet you can't help but think they are

going to feel uncomfortable because you interrupted on some dinner
plans,

It's something bo note that people you have, for different occasions.
It seems when you have & special occasion, for instance ,in our house
I!ll take out and make sure you have a table cloth on the table,
make sure I have my good dishes, I'll serve on glass dishes, I
won't serve on Melemac, I'll take out my good silver and serve
on that, Make sure when you serve coffee you have a cup and a
saucer, you serve matching glasses, You put food in bowls, amdé

is is the same thing we did when I had my mother and dad over

or Christmas dinner, But yet they stopped over one evening to
visit and I was just fixing supper here at home and I served them
in everyday fashion. Our plain o0ld dishes, pots on the table, just
like we would eat at home. You see it's the occasion that calls
for special type silverware, special table setting. That is when
you're serving someone with whom you are real familiar,

84«4(,,t2;fba,szl i@ble/ 2
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Here we are today, myself, VJH with another young woman from the
Alston-Nisgula area, hb'll just start out by asking ang# responding
back and forth. The voices that you hear will be ming and this

other young woman's, I'1l1l be the I and she'll be the f%sponse.

I called her on the phone to find out whether she qould consent

to me interviewing her and tapingthis and she said,Sure com on.o
over,* So I hopped in the car and came over. She chnckledf%ﬁﬂ‘.iaﬁi
said*Mere you are talking about clean houses and I haven't even
done my dishes{* I had mentioned on the phone that I would like

to talk about housecleaning and people's houses; whether a woman

is a good womanjor a good housekeeper. How do you measure whether
she's good or bad‘or pet peeves you have about people, ideas about
cleaning.

How do you describe a mother, who is a mother?

Well, a mother is a homemaker who has a family,(some don't have
families)and who keeps house, literally, a married person you would
have to say.

Okay take my instance now where I'm a part-time mother, work part-
time and go to school fulltim%, Could you make a distinction be-
tween my typeof being *mother.

You're a working mother an ng%ay-at-home mother,

Okay, what else is a good mother

You can tell a good mother by the way her children behave,

Could you?

I think so. Children reﬁféct their parents, In speech, in th@dr
mannerisms and the way they dress,also. You don't have to be
dressed richly,but clean. I always feel that a person can at least
afford a bar of soap or to clean their clothes,

Right, they don't have to be {new.

Okay, now that we are on this cleaning thing, how about a clean

house now, Is she a good wife and mother if she keeps a clean
house.?

aWould you describe a clean housa?’ I don't want a house so clean
that you can't eat and live in it, I want a house to have a lived
in feeling,but I don't want a house that's so filthy that% theres
wPpe breadcrubs under the table, That type of thing.

How would you describe your house then?
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Medockhre, although I am quite fussy, I yell about ! take your shoes
off, brush your feet and hang up your clothes,” I'm very strict
about children hanging up their clothes, I don't like things laying
all over., I have a thing about magazines, newspapers, etc. I

don't like to throw things away until I've seen everything. But

I don't like clothes hanging around, that type of thing.

Okay

Talking about housekeeping and cleaning in general, I thinkit's
the environment. If you‘ve been raised in a clean home ,well then
you're going to keep up the same way.

Right.

You haven't got any choice because you're used to seeing things that
way., 1 know some people and they've been raised in homes like that
and their homes are just like their mother's homes,

And they are the same people whowcomplained and said;ﬁhe's a lousy
housekeepen®

When I get married things are gonna be differentt You never had to
clean at home anyway so you don't bother,

Right, okay can you give examples of these now?

Well a person's basement, They have a laundry chute and their clothes
go down into the basement,but in the meantime their dogs are kept in
the basement. And of course the dogs gg . bathroom in the basement

and they are among the 1aundrymﬂbt onlyfthey keep their canned goods
there, their children's skates, etc. Their snowmobile suits, also.
The kids run up and down the basement steps stocking feet and they
go from the bottom floor to the top floor, socks are filthy. That's
the way they have been raise,d

Is it any excuse for a woman to be like that,do you suppose?

No,but they were raised that way so they don't know any better
It doesn't bother them.

It doesn't bother them, But then sometimes they go the extreme
opposite. They were so tired of growing up in that type of home
that when they grow up they will be a clean fanatic.

Do people have excuses?ﬁh gee my house is a mess?’

They use children, babies,too, in the house., Of course other people
have babies %ir hous pg_ge spotless., I have & friendSwho hag<€
six boys and oused Iﬁi 80 clean you could probably eat off

the floor if you wanted to. And one of them is very active
socially, the other one isn't., But she belongs to several organ-
izations and her house is so clean. ‘

Do her children help hert Isit still a big thing to get your
children to help you to work?
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I think it's half the struggleif kids could learn to hang up their
coats and wipe their feet when they come in, Not necessarily take
their shoes off,

Can you give examples of these things, like you were talking about
this one woman you know who's house is a mess ordinarily, and she
cleans up the last minute.,

Oh, she keeps her house in such an uproar., She never does her
normal spring cleaning, like other people do. If her sister comes
to visits her, she panics and she tears herwhole house apart.
She'll start washing drapes and while she's doing this she'll
decide her cupboards need to be cleaned., Then if she cleaned her
dining room table she'd never be able to find anything anyway.

It's a drop off for anyone who walks through the room because

they will be able to find it when they need it. She panics and
then of course everybody is supposed to help her clean up. And

if she's called to attend a meeting or visit somebody else, oh

she doesn't have time,she has to clean her house. Most woman

even if they were expecting company, they could take an hour

out of their day to attend some function, This lady she does this
big frenzy late into the night and then in the meantime she decides
she'll have to bake and everything is upside down and then when her
company comes she still isn't done cleaning and she tells them

she didn't have time. And then she has one of her headaches which
I think is just from panicking.

Is she known for € headache$?

4
I think it's just part of (function) she's never going to change if
she lives to be 95. That's the way I feel about it,

Okay how about this other instance you were telling me about
where this couple went to visit and this little boy pipe?ﬁp with
the comment,

Oh, the friends of mine went to visit another home. And the friends
who did the visiting were quite clean people., Their house was known
to be quite clean. Just as they were preparing to leave their son
put his hands on his hips and said he had been in every room in

this house and it was an absolute mess, Of course they wanted to
slide under the carpet, With all the dust under there I don't know
if they would have., I guess the home was quite messy, but lived

in, I don't even this woman was embarassed about the way she keeps
house,

How about this other woman who had gone there to work on those
church books that time,

Oh, we were doing that church workg‘nd their cat, I'm in horrows

if I meet cats to start with. We were having coffee and cookies

and the cat jumped fromthe railing to the dining room table.

It was just standing in the middle of the table sniffing the cookies
and coffee,and she wasn't the least bit concerned. She pushed it
off and of course it jumped back several times,
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Does it bother her thoughf Like some people come over and they
are really embarassed about 1it.

In fact you call her a day ahead of time and tell her you are coming
to visit her.

And she makes no effortf

No in fact ,it doesn't even bother her to clean up her house and she
doesn't make an attempt to clean up.

Is her mother like that?

The girl's mother is the same way., That's why I've come to the
conclusion that it is the environment,

She was raised that wayf

We had been raised to always clean, Every Saturday we had a
ritual whether we had anything going on,we had to clean or else,

Do it in the morning.
We weren't clean clean, but««:
A comfortable type of clean,

We had s weekly cleaning and our mother had this thing about washing
the drapes all the time. :

Washing thoses dishes every spring, remember?

Ya, ya. I still do that and I don't even use my dishes and they
have to be washed bumENEhSs

Say, don't you think it was a large part that she made us do it?
I think so, ya.
We're talking about the same mother now and this type of thing,

You know you go to homes where the children don't have any kind

of chores., I know people, the one friend I spoke of who had six
children, she's a real fanatic but she doesn't allow her children
to help her because she doesn't think they can do it well enough.

Right.

They are boys,but they could be doing dishes because I know other
boys who do the dishes., They haven't been taught to work so whether
they'll be fanatic or not who knows,

Okay you were talking here that if you call this lady in her frenzy
of cleaning and she says no I don't have time to go out and help
somebody. How do you determine which meeting is important?
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Will you go if people call you just for any old thing? How do
you declde what's more important to do?

I do 8o many things and I have obligations to so many different
organizations., So they will call me at anytime to serve at anyone's
funeral, I would go.

Do you think a funeral is something that is important?

Very important,yes, people don't plan to die see. As LCW we
are called on to serve at these, sometimes it does interfere in
my schedule,but I still go.

You make allowances for stuff like that?

Definitely. Because we are obligated. I feel that if you belong
to an organization like that you should serve it fully. Otherwlse
drop out.

How do you feel about that some people don't go the funeral home
to pay respects? Do you think most people in our community do go?

Most people here do go and I myself find myself feeling that I should
for the family. Even if I didn't know the person real well then I
go for the family.

We've had so many deaths in our community in the last two months.

And two of the fathers that died were fathers of close friends of

ours. Don't you think you try and do something for these friends,
you didn't know the father so well but for the friends®

Yes I did and I feel that I would want those people to do the same
type of thing for me.

You would do this type of favor§ I'll babysit, I'll bake, I'll
run for you and pick up anything for you and when you do that you
don't expect anything in return.

Definitely not. I would never m because this is your way of
showing them that you care for them.

It's a way of caring, right?

Right. Wo, you wouldn't expect never anything in return for this type
of thing.

Okay we can call that help exchange then. Can you think of other
kinds of favors you would do for people and _you would say okay
maybe in the future you can repay the favor!

I feel if you carpool with people.
Carpool?

We've had alot of meetings and we often carpool to these. We do
take turns and I feel sometimes annoyed because I often give people
rides and these same people never bother to see if I have a ride.

I guess they assume so that I have a car and don't need a ride.
There are times when I wouldn't mind riding with someone.
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But they don't call you up?

They don't bother to call me.ﬁb. I am annoyed then, it's a pet
peeve to me. Whether I have a right to feel this way or not.

Have you ever told them that you want a ride?

They're very close friends of mine that ask me. There are several
fretnds that we do exchange rides with and we take turns.

Oh you would feel free to say,éan I ride with you?” 7

Oh I have a freind that if we have to attend church in another town
I never would hesitate to ask her,ibuld you mind picking me upi’
And if she says they aren't going or it's a bother.

We were talking about carpool and types of exchanges and you were
saying there are some people you wouldn't mind giving a ride to
and you would sayfI don't expect them to give me a ride in exchange
because they would repay me in some other way.’

And I don't Just say family-that I would automatically give my
family a ride because my sisters~I would go out of my way to pick
trem up and I wouldn't expect them to pay me back at all or my
father or one of my brothers. But the other brother I wouldn't go
out of my way for him because he's the type of person that if you
asked him to sharpen your skates we're the type of family that
exchanges favors)but if you ask him he'll say ‘fifty cents. Which
is very irritating. Because maybe you've done something for him
and you feel that maybe this 1s one little thing he can do for you.
Each one ofYHoes something in a certain way. Like you can cut
hair. You always gave me haircuts.

Right.

Of course I made your ple dough.
Right.

That type of things.

It's exchange.

It's understooﬂ\exchange.

Right.

And it might be the type of exchange where you would give me four
favors before I would give you one back.

I wouldn't even think this is the fifth time I've helped Joan and
you know she hasn't even given me a ride to L'nse.
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Right.

I wouldn't even be counting them in my head because I would say,
"wpll it's just one of those things. And yet my brother Jim-I
wouldn't do these things for. / /

I often think of that time when we used that stapler when we were
putting up that ceiling in that shed in Baraga in”ﬁé@& traié;:.
We used that stapler and Tom borrowed it and went of him
and Tom plowed Jimmy's driveway and you know Jimm}'s driveway.

How long and circular it is.

Tom plowed that out and juﬁggput of a matter of courtesty Tom said

" how much do I owe you?’ H 1d?ﬂow many staples did you use?%nd
Tom had to pay him for that many staples and he probably did $5.00
worth of work and we had to pay him fifty cents or something. It
was ridicudous.

Ya,

But you said there's some people and it includes relatives that }ow'( S¢7,
I'm going to get my last dime.

My husband is much like me, he doesn't concern himself either.

His family is very,very different. They look for evens(‘gsgr
instance Christmas trees. We went to get a tree and he.ﬁ ﬁiot
of trees and he said you owe me $5.00, his own son. And if I

had even ten trees and they took even one I would say go ahead and
take it. I hate to put a price on anything. I think that's why
I bring things to rummage sales, I feel embarassed to sell them,

Me.too.

My sister-in-law would have a garage sale and be mad because I didn't
come and buy anything because her daughter would make fun of anything
my daughter would wear to school that was hers.

That's true.

I would Jjust as soon give things away as well as sell them. I don't
like to put a price on clothes ,etc.

And yet 1like this other sister-in-law of yours, she&s genergous
in other ways.

Surprisingly so.

She's generaous in some ways but then she is forgetful. Tell about
the nightgown.
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Oh,my daughter 833 three robes at Christmas time. Well sheﬂﬂﬂﬁrwﬁ%ud
happened to be over and she said'phat are you ever going to do

with all those robes?” I didn't know if we could exchange them or
what. Well she said one will fit her daughter and we happened to
know the price and it was $5.00. Well fine, she took it and she
never did pay the $5.00.

Did she tell you that she would pay $5.00f

She mentioned that she would give us the $5.00. There Shelly was
left without a Christmas present because she took the robe and
never did give me the $5.00and yet to this day owes me the $5.00
You never forget stuff like that,do youf

¥o,I don't. She has a very bad habit, she'll call you and sayr‘hll
you pick something up for me?' Yet you could do the same thing and
I wouldn't even ask you for the money.

Right.

Then when I came h?me ir you didn't have it then you'd remember in
a weeg or two time,well I"owe you some money an I'11 pay you for
that.

Don't you think that you and I would remind each other?

How can you remind a sister-in-law that's touchy?

Don't you think it's harder to deal with in-laws than you're own
immediate family. Even harder than a friend because you would tell
a friend.

Right

That's true

Right, I think I would tell a friend. A sister-in-law is touchy,
you can't tell her, she get's real annoyed especially when you
mention money to her. So she has a bad habit of asking you to
pick up stuff for her and not paying for it.

Not paying for it?

Yever paying 1t

Is there a way of getting around this by saying:you don't have any
money.’ Well there's timeswhen Ighad to say;@ee I don't have any
money, do you have the money for 1t&*®

I'd tell her direct'#k1l I'1l stop over and pick up the money.'
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I don't even say do you have the money, I say:I'll stop and pick up

the money because I'm going right by your house? We've gone together
on shower gifts, you go together and buy a larger gift. One person
will buy it and then she will have to go and collect the money.

I used to do this and now if she's in on it,I'l1l mention to the

other person you get the money from her. I'm not gonna stuck with

it and I have gotten stuck with it.

How about the term ‘geﬂ.q.eft holding the bag‘?v Does that describe
it?

Egactly.

We went together for a gift for someone who was moving away out of
town and we bought a knife set.

Did you ever get paid for that?

Never. So off hand I could literally say she owes me $20.00. But
1f T owed her a dollar she'd be sure and remind me and I'm sure 1
don't owe her one because she would have told me by now.

That's tmue and yet some people will just plain forget ,don't you
think?

She isn't one of those people who just forget and I've come to
the conclusion that I don't want people like that for friends
because she just uses people.

Right. Because I often thinkd our sister-in-law, the one who
lives here. She's good about this.

She does forget though.

Right she does forget. She owes me for one thing that I would
never remind her, something that happened years ago and if I told
her you know she'd be so darn embarassed now,wouldn't she?

Right, but you should have told her right then

I didn't think about then, I was budy at the time and she would
be embarassed.

Would she?

Well her husband would, because he wouldn't take anything unless
he pays for it immediately. He's so generous,

He's the very opposite of the other brother we mentioned.

Ya.

In factghe gets you mad because he's always wanting to do something
for you.
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He's very generous with his money, that type of thing.

Right.

b rothens)
There you can't say environment with money because they, were both
ralsed in the same house.

But don't you think with her it's the way she's been raised.
You mean the sister-in-law?

Our sister-in-law, our brother's wife.

Oh ya, she was raised in a home where you pay for everything.
Right

They count their money,though, I think they live on a very tight
budget.

L4

Criag's and she'll sayfﬁbll it's good yet, I'll buy it for Timmy.
She has a habit of buying things

Yet if I have something small I'1l pass it to Stephie and I don't
expect anything else because you do other things.

And even if I didn't you would still send them over,wouldn't you?

Right. It's a big‘hang-up. Tom gets so upset. Remember when we
were {irst married”Why are you exchanging things and giving things
away

Mine is just the opposite because he gives everything away and I
get mad at him sometime. He comes home with this Coors beer and
he gave it to the brother-in-law. I mentioned the sister-in-law-
he gave him 3 cases of beer, @ave it to him.

To him.

To him and I figure it's $6.00 a case so I figure that's $18.00.
I think i+'s because they get along very well and my other
brother-in-law is very funny about taking money. Although Fran
does take 1it.

This man that you're talking about. Tom plays guitar and he uses
his amplifier. Charlie will come for a hajircut and he still says
he's going to give him a six pack of beer the haircut besides.
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You just can't repay him
No, there's no way of repaying him.

So last spring when Tom didthat tutoring. Remember for one of their
sons. Well he wouldn't take any money for that because he says he
owes that to Charlie. 1Iris tried paying him. Charlie wouldn't
because he said Iris hired him.— You and Iris have to settle.

So you know what they ended up giving us, that Coleman lamp, that
one they didn't use in their camper because they had another one.

They still had to pay.

They still had to pay, right. How do you get around. something like
that! ﬁou j%st don't. If Tom did a favor he wouldn't keep track
of it,right.

I don't think Tom keeps track of favors,Boyou think sot
Well sometimes men will though.

I don't think they actually do but they always do each other favors
and they feel obligated. They want to pay them gsomehow. They can't
pay with money and yet I'm complaining because Fran gave all this
beer,but I think my complaint was I was annoyed with the sister-
in-law so I was annoyed that he gave it to him. It didn't mattier

to me that he was giving it to him,but yet I probably would go and
do the same thing. If I had a chance.

Right. How about this idea‘we give bakery awayé We'll bake something
and if I have something fresh I'll bring some to you. You know if

you bake those good orange cookies orthose fruit cookies. You

always bring a few of them over,,and yet I've yet to come home with
anything from my in-laws. My mother-in-law just doesn't send..

She's made bread and she's never, never sent anything.

)
Mfgg gs)different. If she makes bread and shedoesn‘'t want the whole
lo she'll split in in half and give us a half of the loaf of
bread. I often even go visit a friend and bring fresh baked goods.
If you've made them you figure well I°ll bring a little bit to her,
Just even a little dish full.

I think it's a thing that our mother has taught us. It's a habit.
Generosity, but don't you think sometimes that is a form of paying

for something that you can‘'t pay for with money. Like you d
there are somelthings you just can't pay for with money.



T XN H X

-

EVT-VJH-85

No,because what I bring to you I just want to share what I‘'ve baked
That's all.

But sometimes WEB for example Tom went and plowed Pa's driveway out.
And he was going to pay him for plowing his driveway. I mean that's
out rageous but he figures he should for us kids. So Tom said no way
are you paying me for that . w§ll he ended up giving fifty cents
each to the kids. Then he said 'Ma give them a loaf of bread! So
see that was given in place of money,I'm sure that bread was.

For the favor of plowing out his dribeway.

I don't know why they take anything at all then. But you can't
refuse, they are insulted if you do.

Oh, that's f by ggre. You can't refuse the food part,right. You
can refuse dﬁ-ﬁ ut you can't refuse food or coffee if they say
come have a cup of coffee.

Exactly
There's a difference.
You can't refuse it.

Exactly because they'l} say you don't like my baking or my coffeg,
isn't that good enought

Okay, the same place you were talking about the basement

Oh that place, you don't get a cup of coffee when you are visiting
there. I have been there in an instance when they have been having
a beer. She and a visiting friend werehaving a beer. She knows

I don't drin§ beer but instead of offering me something else she
made a snide,Well you said you don't drink beer so I guess you
don't get anything to drink. She didn‘'t even offer me atcup of
coffee or tea. I'm not real fond of alcoholic beverages but we

do keep them on hand and if other people like a drink, we serve
them one. I still keep coffee or tea for other people who don't
drink., It's very seldom you go there that she'll make coffee
speclal for you. If she happened to have made a pot of coffee

or morning coffee left she'll offer it to you.

44‘£L”0uJ has been working there and he said she keeps warming it

and warming it all day and by the end of the day it's lousy coffee.

His wife was teasing him and said why don't you take a thermos of

ﬁoffee with you,but you don't take coffee indo another person's
ouse.

Well the person we're talking about, I know her mother and she's
the same way. She warms up her morning coffee. She's just been
born into that environment. It's the way you've been raised, you
don't know any better. You were talking about different manners.
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We visited a couple a week ago. I feel that if the wife is home
it's her duty to go to the door and accept people‘'s clothes. We
went there and the woman sat at the table playing cards and we
stood there with our wet boots and there was no place to put our
wraps, no closet or anything, We were standi there until the
husband finally got up and said,’oh your coats.’ He takes them and
brings them into the livingroom and when we leave we have to go'
and get our own wraps. The husband doesn‘'t even get up to give us
our wraps.

Do you think this is a case. Okay we'll go to Ma's tomorrow and
take off our own coats.

It'yYs different. Now when you come,I don't take your coat. But
when people come to your home and they areguests., I even take
my mother's and father's coats, I always take their coats. I
don't expect them to hang up their coats,

Right.

People who visit your home very often, you're familiar with them
and they take care of themselves., But these people we don't visit
very often.'

You thought that was a poor hostess?

Yes, but like this other one-they just throw their coats on the
dining room table so that you can find it on the way out.

Well I know Fran, I don't know if it's from living with me for 15
ears or what but he used to be very bad about leaving his under-
lothes on the floor. He would just walk over them. The clothes

hamper was right there and he could have reached and put them in

Now we weren't raised that way, but it's the way he was raised.

Okay now we got into talking about poor co;fee and dinner and who
do you invite over for dinner first of all.

First of all for dinner,it's usually family to start with.

Family.

Right, then my husbands friends. My husband has met many friends
and if he says he wants to invite them over for lunch or for dinner
I never hesitate to have them because I never treat them any
differently than my family.

Do you panic when they last minute say,I'm bringing somebody home
for supper?”

No.
Why is that?



H X - U -

EVT-VJH-87

I'm going to treat them the same way as my family and whatever we're
having to eat will have to be good enough. Sometimes when we won't
have enough then I would get excited because then I hadn't allowed
enough. Although then Ijust would throw something else in. We

once had company on a Sunday when we had just come from church.

Well I threwin a ring of bologayl and threw in some chili. They were
so excited with the food and dishes were just cluttered all over

the place. These people I know have a lovely home and it was my
husbands cousin, They were so excited that they were still talking
when they left how much they enjoyedit. That was an occasion when
my house was a mess,but I couldn't help it. I couldn't do dishes
because I didn't have water. But we entertained these people just
as royally as if they had been invited a week ahead of time and

as if the house was clean,

Don't you think the atmosphere makes alot of difference? Who do
you suppose sets the atmosphere?

The hostess should. She should set it because if she is uptight when
the guests arrive or if things haven't been going well, even if
things haven't been going well,I think you should put on a good

face. Because people can't do anything about your temperment.

No. How about in your case where your husband is eager?
In fact,he's over eager, because he's always wanting company.
He likes to have companyf

Oh_he enjoys it. 4

How about in families where one of them is an old grouch’%he woman
would like to have company. Do you suppose tpat kind of‘stif{les
alot of entertainment that a couple would do.

I would think so., We have visitedhomes, of course we haven't had
a meal with the people, but we visited a home a friend of my
husband and we walked in and the man said they were glad to see us,
My husband no matter what time of the day, he's generally glad to
see the people, He doesn't feel that you should make appointments
with your friends. But he asked them if he had something for a
drink, well I don't know. This type of thing. It leaves you with
the attitude that I don't care if I visit there again. If they
don't come over,that's okay too.

When you leave from somewhere and people will tell you come again-
have you made up your mind a%;eady whether you'regoing to come again?
Definitely made up your mind.

Oh definitely, of course with my sister-in-law, I get so annoyed
with her. I say over andover again, it's the last time I'm going
there.
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Right.
But society forces us to visit relatives

Right.

Well they say, you can chose your friends and not your relatives.
Well the less you see of some people, the better because you get

so annoyed with their habitse Fheir eeping and if she has
different guests over, (we talked about this before)she®ll treat me
nicely if I come alone but if her friends are there, not her
'husbandb friends, her friends, she treats her or me like welle
well you better stop talking we were having a good time without
you.’ She's the one who doesn't give me a beer or a drink because
they are talking I can't even have a glass of water.

They'1ll tell you to sit down?

I feel that most people who come into my home~we've had the
Pastor and his wife and if you would drop in when they were
there I would be just as glad to see you too.

I have dropped in when they were over

I would just make some more coffee or whatever we were having and
sit down.

Sit down and include everyone.

Right, everyone is included. I think the host and hostess set the
tempo of the evening.

How about if they have awful kids?
The guests or whatﬁ

Either way., I1'll give you an example, you go to visit somewhere
and you've taken your kids and these people have kids,too.

The mother where you are visiting dodn't discipline these kids
and they just drive you up a wall. Do you cut your visit short?

Definitely, because you go away mad and you when leave there you say
if I go to visit there again it will be without my kids, If I don't
take my kids then it isn't too bad because if her kids are tearing
up the house, it's her problem.

Right. qu about if their kids come here,would you tell their kids
to behave,

I have because I have a friend who comes over and her kids were
just terrible, they were climbing on my bookcase etc.
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I finally had to ask them,“don't you do it again”

Don't you think you would leave your kids home so there wouldn't
be any arguements with the parents?

You like itﬁgréompany but they just don't take care of their kids.
Is that the mother's fault there,too?

Sometimes mothers and fathers because fathers spoil their children,
too. The father should discipline also.

Right. .

Y . . .
Of course,the mother has a ‘pessge on the discipline I think if she’'s
stays hone.

Do you think so?

I think so

Is it back to thinéﬁiuhat is a good mother?

It comes back to the mother because it's up to the mother.

Are there excuses a person can have for bad housekeeping. Like myself
I can say I didn't have time to clean my house because I've been going
to school.

Okay here we are back to the things of a good mother and I don't
always have time to do my housework because I am going to school.
I also work. Okay what kind of category do you put me in if

Im th a real homemaker yet I like to bake and do things like
this:

Well, you can distinguish between working mothers because they have
an excuse.

Although do you think it's too much of an excuse sometimes?

Well, they can use that for an excuse, but you like to keep your
house clean and you do clean once a week. There are people who
have careers like you who are seeking your career and you do work.
They shouldn't be aslave to their housework. There's wom@n and I
mentioned this one who has six boys and she won't let them do
anything because she's such a slave to her house. I like a clean
house,

But you feel free to go.

I feel free to because if my house isn't clean when I leave I
know it will be there when I get back.
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We were talking about messy houses and dirty houses.

There's a difference between a messy house and a dirty house.
A messy house is one that has been lived in, Newspapers and

magazines. People are living in this house j;but a dirty house
like I mentioned before-~last weeks supper is still underneath the
dining room table. That type of thing. They shouldn't have to
feel guilty that they didn't get their housework done.

Don't you think this is what society says that inorder to be a good
mother you should have the house spotless.

Yes, I found that out last week when a woman offered to babysit
for another’s children and she had a clean comfortable home. I
mean this is really a hangup with me,

It bothers me.

It's your environment throughout, you were taught to keep the house
clean.

Right. If you can.

.

\
If you had been raised iy this sister-in-law I was talking about.
She worked and it didn't bother her that her house was messy.
Now that she is home and does have thetime to clean her house she
still isn't any cleaner. You know if you were home you would keep
your house clean,

I think this is the thing that bothers me is I have to determine
how much time I'm going to spend studying. Ihave to put first things
first. ,

You learn how to clean your oven every day and keep the drawess
straightened out. You just do a general housekeeping.

Right,

Even with a home like mine I feel guilty when I don't get all these
things done. You get a guilt complex after a while.

It's pressure, what if somebody comes over and my house is a mess?

Exactly, although if you dropped in and I hadn't cleaned,I wouldn't
care.

Right and the same thing with me, if you came over to my house, itX
wouldn't bother me.

You would apologize for it
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Now itcould have been my husband and I stopping by and it wouldn't
have made any differnce, you wouldn't even have apologized would you?

No, well I've gotten to the point where I don't really apologize
for my messy house because enough people know that I'm working.

And you also go to school

Right. And I only have so much time in one day and when it's quiet
I have to read.

People do though, they set a standard, if your house is clean you're
a good mother. It doesn't matter if your kids are chasing around
the neighborhood, or using drugs.

Right.

Who knows all the things your kids are doing but if your house is
clean, yourea good mother. People tend to set that as a standard
I think.

How about if a woman goes to a bar by herself?

We've been raised that that is definitely wrong. All of society,
not just our community,but no self respecting woman just goes and
sits in a bar by herself. She just doesn't.

And why doesn't she?

Well because people will say)what kind of mother is she sitting in
a bar? By herself.

What if she says she's going out to relax
You don't have to relax in a bar, you have to do something else

Can a woman honestly leave the house if she and her husband have had
an arguement and go down to the local pub and have a beer?

She's not supposed to,no. She's not ggood mother if she does.

Right.

It all falls back to society,I guess,that's why woman's liberation is
coming. If they want to go {nto a bar that's okay and no one should
think anything different of them.

So they would be the gossip of the town,too?

We know of a person who is,of course it's her daily thing, for me
it's washing dishes and she sits in a bar.
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Right.
Three times a day.
That's different,too,when it gets to that point

Right, but I mean if a person just felt like gettingout and letting
it all hang out so to speak. You just want to get away from your
kids.Yyou couldn't go and sit in a bar.

Right. Okay, I want to get onto something else here about sickness
and injury. It says here when a memberof the household is sickor
injured the others areoften in need of help. If the woman is sick
the family will need someone tocoog the meals and do the woman's
work. Who would you call to do it~ Would you call and ask someone
to come in and do it®

I would call you and ask you to come. Or my mother. I wouldn't ask
my friends to come unless they volunteered to come.

Some friendsmight volunteer to come over and do the work.

Well if they have the time. I wouldn't expect them to come.
I would expect my family to come first,I think. They should know"¥
that I needed some help.

Like for ins}ence the day you came over and did that cleaning for
me. I wouldntall you and ask you to come over and do my cleaning
with my sore back.

I'm that way though I like to help people if I know that they need
some help.

And yet you know that I wouldn't call you
Oh, you wouldn't ask me to come

No because I felt my cleaning could go for a week if it didn't get
done, I'd do what I can and that would be it.

Right. But I'm that type if there are people who need help I don't
mind helping. I don't mind pitching in. Then going back to favors,
they would probably never come and do that cleaning in my house.

But they would do something else for me and I don't even assume it

I just do it. Although I wouldn't just go and clean anybody's house
The other sister-in-law I spoke of I justwouldn't go to her house.

Although I have when she's been sick.

Have you{
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Oh, yes I have. One of her children was in the hospital and I went.
Oh, right. I was with you that time
Ya, we've gone there and cleaned

Here's another thing when I went and had my hair cut at the hairdresser's
for Christmasjit was so dirty the day before and I was. too ashamed

to go there with dirty hair so I heduégdand then they washedit

again when I got there. But shey8B1dWI'Was so embarassed when they

went into my messy bedroom.” Is a bedroom something that you shouldn't

g0 into, your bedroom, the man and womaris®

In the bedroom, I never go into my other sister-in-law's bedroom.

I neverdo. I think it's a private room,although in your house I'll
g0 in there to find a comb or perfume or anything.

Right

I Jjust feel that it's another part of your house

I would go into yours, too

If I'm looking for something I would just go right in although
wouldn't do that in other people's homes,

Well,my mother's house I would go right in her bedroom

If I was looking for something I would but that is sort of a private
room.

Right

Even for children I don't even let my children go 1n.£¥en for cleaning
you just don't go into other people's bedrooms.

Right.
Maybe to draw the bed covers and thats all.

Have you ever been at somebody's house and been embarassed to ask them
can you use the bathroom?

No, Idon't hesitate to ask them to use the bathroom.

Now you've lived away when Fran was in the service and you didn't
have relatives around. ave you ever been laid up where you had to
call someone to come in and help? Or di% you have that close friends
who would call on you and seehow you are.

Well I had friends who w q@ d call me and if they found out I wasn't
feeling well they would,t¢o right in and done the work.
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Well, we've talking about giving a ride and that kind of bdbrings us to
who would you give a ride into town?

You sgid somebody called here today and asked you if you wanted to g0
to L'Znse7right?

Yes. Well I would call her again to go with me to L'éhse. My pet
peeve if someone wants a ride to Houghton or Hancock,and they've

gotta be home at a certain time. We go Houghton and Hancock shopping
say once a month,if that often and we plan it a big shopping day.

We don't want someone on a ride that has to be home in two hours.
Those type people I would rather didn't come on a ride with me. I
tell people if they want to come on a ride with me well I don't

want to be back until such and such a time and if it's not convenient,
Just don't come along. And if I'm driving I feel that I can set the
pace.

Right, thatsif you're in a hurry

If I go with someone else and I know they are in a hurry I do try to
hurry to fit their schedule because I am on their ride. I would
hurry and try not to be a nuisance to them. I know of a friend who
has taken someone else, she insisted that she ride along with them
and they told them when they left that they have a limited time

and they have to be back, she made them sit in the car for an hour
while she was shopping in Penney's. It was an inconvenenceto them
for that while.

Well, they probably wouldn't ask her again.

I don't think they would ention it again.iﬁ fact I have this
sister-in-law and she hagggggd 0 pick up an item for her and I spent
money on a phone call)was it the right item? was late for a dinner.

My husband had made pians to go out to dinner all week because I was
going to be home at 6:00, I got home at quarter after sev and I

was late and I had to stop at the sister-in-law's where was to

bring the stroller that I had purchased and when I walked in the door**®
she saidﬁah no that's not what I wanted!' That was the last time,and

I said to my husband:If you dare to even mention that we are going
shopping, I'm not buying her one more thing.”

But there's a difference then of going to L'dnse than going to Houghton?

Oh definitely because to L'dnse anyone could ride because we don't do
general shopping. It's where we do our banking and go to the doctor's,

But to Houghton, it's a pleasure trip.
Ya it's a pleasure
You are gone all day.

Yes~and I don't want an telling me they have to be home at a
certain time, then thex}éﬁ@* say they can't go.
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How about if you give people a ride and they don't buy you coffee?
I feel hurt.

How about if they offer money, would you take money if they offered
you money?

No,if they hadn't had the sense to offer to buy me lunch or a cup
of coffee I would say;hon't bother! I wouldn't take money for the
ride then. I would say no. I think it's a bad thing to accept.

I don't know if it's a bad thins;it's just a custom

That people have around here. Is there a difference if a person
called and asked could they have a ride with you, or if you invited
them?

That would be different,yes. If you had to go out of your way to
pick them up and bring %heir kids someplace to a babysitter, you
are doing them actually a real favor by having them come along with
you.

You would take money from them then for gasf

I would then, if they said if you're going to town,I'll share expenses
I would say okay.

Okay we were talking about accepting money or coffee if you were going
to town,I think you were talking about this friend of yours.

Well she and I when we go-if she drives I buy the coffee or the
lunch and if I drive she does the same thing, and yet there's times
when we know each other well enough and we talk about our finances
and if I know that she has to buy a certain item and she doesn't
have the money, I'll buy my own lunch and she'll buy her own. We
think of each other enough that we tell each other if we can buy
lunch. She'll say,'@ee I°'d like to buy your lunch today but I don't
have any money. Well we're so frank with each other that it doesn't
matter,.

How about when somebody offers to buy you lunch, do they offer before
you chose off the menu because if somebody else is going to buy your
lunch you're not going to be real extravagant.

Yes, in fact I buy as little as I can because I don't want to put
that other person out.

Okay, there's a difference there,too?
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Sometime you really appreciate somebody buying you lunch because you
know that they have a limited income.

You ought to know when to accept lunch and when not then?

Right.

When to accept money from sombody and when not to?

I think you have to know the people.
Do you think it's a matter of pride with some people?
Yes, we know people like that.

People who you know can't afford it,but you take something from them
anyway.

Right because they would be insulted. I have taken money from people
when I really didn't want to but in order to save that person's

pride I've taken it. They would have been insulted. Probably lost
their friendship then.

Can you think of an instance? Something you can describe offhand.
Not right offhand.

Okay let's just go on and we can come back to that? Okay they had

a thing here about babysitting, who do you babysit for? Like I know
that you have our sister-in-law that you exchange babysittingsecl& .
Yet I have never kept track if I owe you a babysitting favor or if
you owe me one.

I don't hesitate to ask you:lo you mind if my kids come over?

Although now my children have gotten older and I don't need a babysitter

And then when I had meetings and I belonged to alot of things I
hired a babysitter. Where I know somepeople they are constantly
dropping their kids off, they just don't bother with a babysitter.
Which I think isn't fair to their friends either.

Do you think that some friends will take advanatage of others?
Oh definitely, they'll go out when they don't need to go out.
Or else they'll go out when they don't need to go out

How about this one instance you were talking about where this one
woman we were talking we know, she's kind hearted,and we know she'll
babysit for anybody. She'd asked to have her boy babysat over there
and the mother was gone. You want to tell about that instance, they
were playing outside behind the garagelZ
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Oh sure, she had called early in the morning and she wasn't going to
be at home when her child came off of the school bus so she called a
friend and said*Bo you mind if my son comes to your house off the bus?
"S- Will you be home today?* “Oh definitely,'she said® and when she
went to pick him up there the children were outside by “themselves

and the kid said@@ur mother is gone to L'4nse) Here she had left
these two children unattended.

How old were the children?

Five year o0ld boys unattended. With no qualms she just assumed they
could take care of themselves. I don't think that's fair either.

0f course,I guess you would say that next time you wouldn't ask that
person to babysit for you.

Are there some people you would pay for babysitteng and others you
wouldn®t?

None of my friends I would pay because I would probably babysit for
them, but if I had a babysitter I would pay. Friends I wouldn't pay,
I don®t think so.

How about relatives?

Although I have a habit of bringing them something if I have gone
downtown. I'll bring a dish towel or just some little souvenier.

To show that you appreciate it

Right to show that,and Iknow that she would never take the money.
Right there, because you know that she wouldn't take the money again?
Not everytime do I bring hersomething. I know the last time she
babysat I brought her a bag of doughnuts. Bakery and she would have
never accepted money, she would have said*Well I'l1l bring my kids
over." I wanted to show my appreciateon because I was gone a little
longer. I think if I'm gone for an hour I say thank you and I don't
botherto bring a gift,but if I'm gone for the day,they had to give
them lunch and tend to them.

Another thingsdo you bring the foodover for lunch or is that expected?

Some people you do and some people you don't. You would be highly
insulted if I brought food over. ‘

Right
Unless the child is needing some special food.
Ya dietetic food or something like that.
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And to my mothers I never would. Some people they would expect you
to bring soup or whatever they were going to eat. Right, I wouldn't
do it myself. I would be insulted if people sent food. I know you
sent a can of tuna over with Craig because he s 80 crazy about tuna
that he eats a whole carf ful himself.

Right, then sometimes ,too, if you're going early in the morning,
might bring milk.

I often feel like bringing milk because some children drink alot of
milk,and I feel if you have alot of milk on hanq,why not bring it
over.

Right.

I think it's kind of understood that you don't bring anything, you
just bring your children over.

Right.
I feel that if I have asked you and you can't,you really can't
Itisn't because I don't want to I have a good reason.

You have a good reason, and I've never been insulted when you can't
babysit. Although I've know that I've babysit for these people

100 times and everytime I ask them there's such an excuse. They are
doing something all the time and I've quit asking them. And in the
same manner I've quit babysitting for them.

Right, when one doesn't get repayment.
Well not repayment, but one get's tired of being taken advantage
Okay,

They aren't even your friends anymore they are just using you for a
dropoff.

Okay how about:'&o you mind g01ng to somebody elses house to babysit
or would you rather have them in your own home?’

Depending who it is. If it were ..%.. kids I'd Just asgoon have them
tear their own house apart. I've done that. We lived away from here
in Nebraska and we had friends that their children would just dismantle
everything and I would just as-soonhave them in their house.

Quite posibly the mother didn't care if the house was up side down.

I used to get frustrated if they cameoverto my house. So I would

offer to go to their house.

Do you think people are insulted with babysitting, if they getcompany
and they want to go out somewhere. And they want to pay a babysitter.
Is it up to you to pay for their babysitter, or are they going to pay(
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Now that would depend who it was again.

Would you pay doubley?

Now that would depend who it was again. If I had company from out
of«town and we had made arrangements for one night while they were
hereto go to the show, I would make arrangements for the babysitter.
You would pay for the babysitter?

I would if they were out-of-town guests spending the weekend in my
home.

Would you pay extra for their kids?
I would tell my babysitter that there would be extra kids in my home,

and I would probably offer her something extra. My babysitter wouldn't

take it:that's the kind of babysitter I have. But I would offer her
Now if these people lived in our own community, and we had made plan
for the weekend to do two things, then I would expect her to pay her
share if we had to pool the kids together. But if these people were
guests in your home I would just take over. We had visited friends
and they just took over and had refused and were insulted when we of-
fered to pay.

Right, right.

So I distinguish there between out-of-town guests and local.

Okay, take for example now when the kids get o0ld enough to babysit.

Like now I'11l have your two kids babysit because they areold enough,

And yet I wouldn't want them to babysit for nothing. There’s a
ifference there again. You say you wouldn't take anything from me.
ety I wouldn't pay you anything yourself, yet I want to pay them
omething because they are earning.

I don't think I would say to my children now you're going to babysit.

At what age do you decide that?

I would say around 12.

Because there has been times when I've sald'ﬂbuld you mind staying
five terfor fifteen minutes/”

That's different. But when you call and say, “@11 we'pe goingout
for the evening, I think the children should’ be paid.

That's the way it should be

Although my own children don't get paid but then I don't expect them
to babysit constantly. We don't go out that often and I would
agssume they would do it.

That's one of their chores they should do when they are at home
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Okay, here's an interesting thing too, keeping one's eyes open for
a good deal. For example, you knew after I had my haircut that I
needed those rollers. So you were in Kingsford at that shopping
center there and you saw all those rollers. And you had already
bought mea birthday present but you said that’will be an extra

one because you need those rollers.”

Right

So you were keeping your eye out for a good deal)right'

Well the fact is this friend of mine is remodeling heziiitchen and
I saw this nice old fashioned spoon and I had to get for her
for her kitchen. It's just friendship. You just want to give
somebody else something.

Right.

Right, like my friend will see clothes for my kids and she'll buy
them.

Okay,she'll pick them up and then you'll pay for them?

Sometimes I°'l1l pay for them and other times she‘'ll saxflbn't bother
paying for them.”

But when she does buy these,you don't give her the money beforehand?
No, she buys it on her own.

If she sees it she'll say'geethat's a good deal and I know Barbara
would like it,right? |

Right

And you said sometime's she'll take the mnney for it and sometimes
she won't?

Yes, if it's a dollar or two item she won't even take it. I'm the
same way. If I°'ve picked up a good dealfor someone I‘'ll say;ah
forget it.!

How %boutif they sayfno no%'I want to pay for itfihat would you do
then?

Just not let them pay for it, I guess. I'd try noyto. I would say
you can pay me back some other way.

Do you expect them to repay you right away?
No in fact)I would probably forget about it,

Does a person really forget?



EVT-VJH-101

With certain people you forget and with other people you never forget.
You mentioned before they had made a habit of not repaying.

Yes, I was mentioning this one.8he always wants us to pick up things
and then she doesn't everg pay. We're leary of those kind of people
and I wouldn’t look out for a good deal for her because I figure,well,
I won't get pald forit. She'll ask me to keep an eye outfor things.
She asked me and my husband to pick up a mixerfor her that she wanted.
Well that's okay for herto ask that,but would he everget paid for it?

Right and that's a bigger item there.
Right,for her to just assume that he would pick it up for

Okay now let's getfinto borrowing things. Kinds of items that they
have are reading material, books,......

I'm a great borrower of books. I have a friend who is very gracious
about lending me her books. If she has a brand new book she hasn't
evenopened yet. I'll just read it and bring it back. I guess she
knows though that I°'ll return it.

In good shape?

Yes, when I give abook to someone to read I expect they give it back
to me or else call me and tell me that they would like to pass it on

So you know where it is’

I didn't get it back fora longtime and when I finally did get it back
the covers were off so I decided that person wouldn't get my books
again. I have another friend who has moved into the area and she and
I exchangebooks. In fact I went there another day and she had a
brand new Reader's Digest Condenged Volume and she said,'Well you read
faster than I do so I know you'll bring it back.”

Is the woman the same one who cuts your hair and says never hind payi
me for cutting your hair;I'll just bring my baby over for you to mind.

Yes, I babysat for her on Monday andI offered tq $he didn't ask me.
She mentioned that she was going for her doctor's appointment and
I said"hy don't I babysit¥'4dnd she didn't hem and haw arounds she

said¥khy, fine.
AT Ay [onrss- Dt "
She was the one who was kewe right before I came,and I said,'It would
really be niceif you could leave your little girl here but we go
up to L'dnse early in the afternoon.
She wasn't insulted

No and I don't think she wasinsulted because I told her.
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She would have been more insulted iéa} had saidﬁiure I'll babysi@"and
then T\gaid/T had to stay home and,fartyr about it.

I think a person should be frank, although I've been real frank with
this one sister-in-law of mine and she still brought her baby over.
And then it inwonvenienced me because my husband called who is a
truckdriver and he was a hundred miles from here and he wanted me to
come and spend the night and I had the baby. I told her I was
expecting my husband to call and she still brought the baby and it
didnt make any differenteto her. And I was really putout.

A person should consider, She should think ¥

Although, she has babysat for my kids and she wouldn't mind at all
if they came.. She's real eager to have kids over. Does she watch
them thoughf -fhat was always my question.

This is what worries me, like I can be sure that when my kids come
here that they won't go without hats and they will be fed and they
will go to sleep at a proper hour. And another thing we were
talking about babysitting, we're going overnight on the ninth and
you've already offered to take my kids and I'd rather leave them
here for that weekend than bring them to 's even.

why it is?
Maybe because you have children, Wk used to bring our kids, to M's

and now that you and I can exchange it's easier. And with ﬂh. they
won'ty take money.

Like dad remodeling the bathroom , I think I gave him $25.00 and
he said it's paid for. He doesn't want money. I think I made
him a pot of chili and he said) Nowf')lereally likes chili.

He justwon't take money

Right. And the babysitting is between b and I,and I'd like to
give her the money because she doesn't have any source of t&ncome.

Right..

And I know that Mh doesn't spend it foolishly and I know she gives
some to church even.

There's a difference when you would offer money.
Ya, like if we go someplace for a Saturday night.no way will she

take money. And then try to get those kids in the middle of the

night and they say don't get those kidsin the middle of the night:
it's cold. )

Ya, that's why we feel we can do,m%h each other.
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Righte.

Because we're the same age and we can understand.

Right, and I think the kids make a differencetoo

Right.

Okayskitchen equipment have you ever borrowed anything like that?
Just books mostly. Clothes and shoes from you I think I borrowed.
Although I wouldn't hesitate to borrow shoes from you. I wouldn't
borrow from friends though and I don't think I ever have.

I had that one sister-in-law and she used to borrow clothes and never

return them and one day I guess we dropped the hint enough that now
she returns everything real quickly.

Okay what about sending gifts.

I
R

Is it always proper to send a thank you card?

I think if you are there and you brought thegift and she thanks you

in person then shedoesn't have to send one. But if she gets it and

you have sent the gift then she should send one. You expect one and
you have a right to say you expect it.

Right.
But you shouldn't expect one if you were thanked in person.
I sometimes think how foolish it is when they have thanked you in

person and then they send you a card inthe mail a few days later.
It's a waste of money.

You shouldn't have to

If I've sent a sympathy card without money I don't expect it to be
answered.

Right, I sent a gift to some people, my husband and sonﬁad stayed
with some people out on the road. I sent her a gift which happened
to be a cookbook. Well when they came home they mentioned her
delicious cooking and I'm wondering now was she insulted by that
cookbook. After I sent it to her. I never received a thankyou.

What kind was it?

It was a cookbook that the local people had published and I thought
it would be a nice gift.

Did you write in there that they had enjoyed the cooking?
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I said in there that they especially enjoyed the lasagna that
had made.

Then she shouldn't be insulted.

Well she never acknowledged it and I'm wondering am I right in thinking
that she should have sent me a thankyou. And we didn't even recieve

a Christmas card from her this year. For the first time and now I'm
really wondering, was she insulted?

Well when you think of it,When somebody's been over and you've done
them 3 favor and they've sent you something in return,do you have to
write:

Yes, I think you should. I had sent a coffee warmer to a friend and
she wrote back and said the weekend after I had been there they had
more company and they used it for the whole weekend. I was so excited
that I had picked a good gift and she really liked it. And then she
wrote that would we please come again. That type of thing should be
acknowledged. Now I am wondering although I did speak to her husband
on the phone. He called here one day and was just as friendly as
could be.

Maybe it didn't occur to her.

She might have thought I was reciprocating by sending a gift and that
was enough.

Okay now we've been to Detroit and you've been there too and v

at June's and Don's.Bo you send them a note after you get home?

We had an evening with them so I sent them a card andtold them I had
a good time.

Right.

Some other people might not do it, they thank you personally so you
really shouldn't have to.

Okay, what is the differenig between a mobile home and somebody who
puts up a wooden type home.

None, I think everyonéﬁs just as proud of the house they move into.
Did you have a housewarming when you moved in?
No,I think it was inconvenient when we moved in. I don't think we

would have invited anyone but the family anyway if we did. I think
though that that's going out.
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Talking about customs in the community, we have exchange gifts at
Christmasiparties. How do you go about saying,I really don't like
this gift¥ You can't say that you don't like 1%,

That's a matter of tact. Of course if I went to a party and I brought
my gift and I wouldn't know who was going to receivefit and they made
some snide remark I would be insuted.

Right, so that's a chance you take when you bring exchange gifts?‘
Yes. I know of a lady who comes to all the parties and she won't
bring an exchange gift because she says she doesn't like what she
gets.She's very honest, she doesn't bring one so she doesn't take
one. She says she usually gets things that shedoesn't need. She's
frank and tactful enough not to bring anything and then make a remark
So it doesn°"t botner you

To me it doesn't matter, sometimes I get things I peed and sometimes
I don't. Well I would never say"‘hho brought this?amd It would
probably be the person next to me.

Right.

That's tact.

Right.

That's manners and tact. Regardless if I could never use it,

instead of saying something not so nice I would just make no

comment.

Do you think people are in classes?

I think so here they are,yes

Money bracket classes?’

Weknow people who are,but yet,though,if you know them money doesn't
make any difference td you. We know of a family in this area who
are known to have more money and compete with each other for money.
We know the people,and when I'm with them I don't think they are

any better off than I am,

Noe

I think make comments but I don't think they are any better off.
And as far as people they aren't any different

No, Bon't you think you associate with people in your own class?
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Yes, in fact you were talking about people money-wife and we
were talking about ......e¢.... many of my friends are people who
like to read, play scrabble anddo crossword puzzles,

That's intellectual,isn't it?

Right and you're drawn to people and you sayﬂ!h you like to play
scrabble®and yet you find yourself drawn to people because they
like to do the kinds of things you like to yourself, do. I think
it's more than money;because I don't pick friends for money.

But don't you think money speaks sometimes?

Oh it definitely does and we know it does. Although we don't have
friends that show their money, do you?

No, but I was thinking about this family who does have money and yet
they are known to have less intelligence than people have that don't
have money. They have the prestige and the power but not the schooling.

You take a family that had the mmney and education Wk would compare
themto the other one forgetting that they don't have the education.

Right.
Money does speak

People oveq}ook the fact that ¥ou don't have an education because you
have money.” Money is powerful.

It does speak, it gets you a job and everything. More than your
education does. It's who you know and not what you know.

I think of these ladies in the L8W and they are so annoyed if we
even throw something off a plate if they've only eaten half a roll.
It's wasteful. Ifsomeone had eaten off of it, they would cut a
part of it off and savethe rest. They are annoyed with us,

But they have lived through times whenit's been harder.

Right. Because we are wasteful. They aren't stingy though

Could you still call they@oodhearted?

Oh,definitely, they have a right to be annoyed with us because we are
so wasteful, But stingy people, ya I know a stingy person.

Okay, tell me.
Well I mentioned before about the Christmas tree.
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They are so stingy, everything has a price onit. If you would ask
them for a ride or something that was sitting in their yard, an old
discarded desk that they had nojust intention of selling until you
would mention.

It meant nothingfo them until you wanted it?

Right. And then of course the price is sky high and you don‘'t
even touch it. Everything is money.

Okay,do you know someone who is good hearted? How would you describe
some%ody who is goodhearted?

Someone who goes out of their way for everybody. -Juogp. for example.

In fact she's so good hearted I'm maq# at her because she doesn't
thinkof herself.

Right,

They are always thinking of someone else. They don't neglect their
fmgﬁn‘hn:you ask them to do something or go somewhere or clean
someone's basement, for example, the pastor's basement had to be
cleaned and she came and helped. She didn't say,'I don't have time
I have to do my own house.'

Right. Okay we were talking about someone always willing to give
a hand. Okay now,greedy?

I don't know,I can't think of anyone.

Do you think that term would apply more to kids? Or what do you
call grownups who are greedy?

Selfish and they want everything for themselves.
Tight?

Ya, they're are tight people. They are tight because they are
greedy.

Do you know somg people who count every penney and make sure you get
every cent back.

Oh you're talking about when you owe somebody money rightf
Ya
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Like I had a friend pick me up some stockings and she would have owed"
me four cents) I wouldn't have bothered to get that four cents back.

I would distinguish thisg that if another person did this to me all
the time,I would make sure and get my four cents back.

Even for this amount?

Well I don't know what the word is for myself, but I would treat
people the way they treat me. Although you treat people equally
but in that case you wouldnt.

And there are some people that you wouldn't bother to send the change
back.

But in that case you would

Like for example those reunion pictures. One girl kept asking, We11
when are they ing to be in the paper and when are we going to get
these pictureséiike I was expected to pay for them. Well I was Jjust
a little bit insulted when I heard through the grapevine that I was
supposed to pay for these and I wasn't supposed to. These were just
things that I was having done and I would have given them to them for
nothing. So I mailed them to her and now with my birthday card she
sent a dollar in the card saying;lorry I haven't sent it sooner.” And
yet those pictures that I sent her probably wouldn't have cost her

a dollar only thirty cents or something.

But you Just kept the money anyway?

I wouldn't bother to send the change back. You wonder, Then another
girl wrote and saidhanks for sending the pictures, how much do I
owe you? We'll see you Christmas time.” I saw her Christmas time
and she didn't make any offers for those pictures. So which is worse.
I don't know

You and I wou;g‘give each other the change,but if it's a penny or two
either way fog§get it. But we make a point to give each other the
change.

Yes, somehow we do it.

I mean we try to give the amount and if it's twelve cents fine, give
the twelve cents. You might need twelve cents some time.

Right, with our sister-in-law, I always make sure and give her every
penney because she makes sure and gets every penney. If you owe her
17 cents,you have to give her 17 cents.

Right. But it doesn®'t hurt your relationship with her ?

No, infact,it's a joke already
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I don't mind telling her if she asks how muchdoes she owe me, I tell
her right to the penney,
Right.

Sometimes for you if you had got me something and it was 29 cents and
I gave you a quar%er that would suffice.

Right.

But if it was her, you would say 29 cents and you got your 29 cents.
Right,

It's just a matter of people,too.

I think so. How about spongers, people who sponge or are leechers?
Do you know people who are spongers and leechers?

Yes, how about people who drop in at meal time?

I don't think I know any who do?

Don't you?

I don't have anybody who drops in on me like that.

Never?

No,I don't ever remember, no.

Okay, how about an honest man, can you give me an example o somebody
who is an honest man?

Whosp very honest andf%bzs;ire?

Right.

Just offhand and one that I would have to know quite well, hey?
Right.

I'm trying to think of someone who I've had an experience with.

Well let's put it this way without getting into so many chacteristics.
Someone you know who wouldn't screw you or take advantage of you.

Oh yes, this same man we talked about before.
You mean the one your husband gave this beer to?

Oh yes, he would never take adavantage of you.
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I know his wife would,but he just wouldn’t. I was annoyed when my
husband did give him %hat and yet I didn't stop to think that this
man would never outdo you anything. He would go out of his way to
help you,I think. Very honest. In fact you would admire him for his
honesty.

Is he always willing to work? 4

Yes, and he's very honest. If he doesn't;'o something he'll tell you to.

He's gotten more so that way.
But he would never cheat you, never.

Okay we're going to wrap up this tape, you were saying you are going
get your Tupperware today from this girl who had a Tupperware party.
. I didn't get a card

but I know a phone call is acceptable,too. She said she was having

a Tupperware party and you‘re welcome to come if you like,And I
thought to myself,why did she invite me to her party.¥ Because I don't
really know her tﬂat well and yet she's a young person, just gotten
married and starting out so you feel maybe you should go to her party.
So anyway I told her}Well gee I have plans that night, I will be up

at Tech and I won't be back. She was kind of embarassed and she said,
WAnytime you're driving through from town stop in for coffee” I said,
*€ine,Yhanks for calling”and good-by. But I didn't offer to order
anything from her. If somebody closer had called and said I'm having
a party tonight, I wou%d have said well I have school tonight but I'1ll
pPlace an order. Right?

I think you do that with your friends, although I did go to that party
because simply I needed some Tupper@ware.

Well isn't it a polite way of saying you_can't be at everyoné!- How
do you decide whose party you will go to?

I myself invite close friends. I don't pick on people I don't know and
in fact I hesitate and ask myself,do I know her?

I was invited to her wedding and i did go and I know her aunt and I

was real surprised when I was invited to her party and yet you have

to give her credit for trying.

Right 'and I was glad she called but.....
She wasn't insulted.

But still if somebody else had called I would have said?“hy don't you
order me this orthat or drop off a catalog and I'll look at the
catalog.”

How do you distinguish?

Yes, how do you determine?

If it's your friends you feel like you owe them something and you
didn't really know her that well.
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Does it maintain a friendship when you go?

It must because I think some people are insulted if you don't come,
although I mentioned before we started taping that I have a friend who
is a Tupperware dealer. She has invited me to them by phone, by card.
These are in her home?

In her home, she would have her own parties. She's invited me to ride
with her twice when she has gone to parties. She likes to have me
along for the company and enjoys my companyyl imagine that is why

she invited me and twice I've had to tell her no there. Yet she was
Just over last week and she doesn't seem to have any hard feelings.

I think if she knows you well enough and she knows you're not trying
to put her off, she'll come back and ask you again.

So you can talkﬁh person in the face or not?

Right. You can tell who your friends are,andtof course, I've known her
since I was a young girl. She knows I wouldn‘t put her off by saying
I'm going someplace else or doing something else. I did have that
experience ¥hen we moved to Nebraska and everybody could have said
well I'm not going to invite her because she's new. But there again
it's a different thing because no one has any relatives.

And don't you think it was your circle of diqurce friends?

That started it off?

Yes ’

Well,I didn't know anybody when I first went there,

Who did you get to meet first then?

Who did I getto meet?

Air force people.

Air force peoplef

Although we knew lots of other people. The friends that we write

to now, they were all civilians. I got to know them through bowling
and neighbors and through other people.

That's true.

Right.'

So how do you decide which party you are going to go to{

Sometimes I feel obligated to go

It's an obligation}
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It's an obligation.

Right. I feel obligated. Especailly if they'We booked a party from
my party then I feel I really have to go and I do go. Although I

do use Tupperware and I did need Tupperware from that last party I
went to.

Do you feel sorry for some people, is thaqhhy you go sometimes?

I'be never done that because most people that have invited me have
been people my own age. Like this girl, I did need some Tupperware
and I wanted to go.

Do you stop to think)well'how would you feel if you had a party and
they didn't show up then?

Yes, in fact I've had people that I've gone to their party and booked
one from them and they didn't even bother to come to mine or order
something. There is something about a stigma I suppose.

Where you should repay someone

I think so
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VJH for SS400 Class
Isolated Participant Observations

These are things that I've noticed this week and particularly today I've

been socially conscious of the different types of exchanges that have taken
place.

Let me begin by describing the mood first of all let me say we've had our
son home from school with the flu, this is the third day now and if you know
what it's like to have somebody home sick. Your mind is there and it .
should be on schoolwork. I'be got so much catching up to do. I am trying
to Virginia Wolf's a writer's diary which is her diary which she's

written for maybe a period of ten years and they apart from one another

and they are hard to follow because she has so many different names

in them. Anyway it®'s this conflict I guess that's going on in my mind

I'be got to get this book read and I've got to do this and do that and it's
a situation where I've got to find out which costs I want to maximize

and which one's I want to minimize. Anyway I decided today I have to

spend this time reading this book.

The phone had rang I don't know how many times, finally, it was about
4:30 and it rang againand Ithought damn I am never going to get this
book read if I have to keep answering this phone. I picked up the phone
and I didn't recognize the voice and it says hi are you awfully busy?
It's just like I was saying in class on Tuesday I did this very same thing
to my girlfriend. Called her up and said gee are you busy and she was
hemming and hawing to me trying to feel me out to see if I was coming over
or not. She knew my voice so that was a little bit different than this
situation but it was the same it was me thinking at this end of the line
now gee that sounds like the neighbor's voice. Should I tell her am I
busy or not or how do Ipolitely say it and I kind of hemmed and hawed
and thought I can't recognize that voice. It doesn't sound like Ollie
and yet it's somebody elses. So I finally ended up saying “Well not
really I've been trying to read a book this afternoon.” I kind of set

a goal of a hundred pages a day that I should read for this., So she
said, * well anyway if you're not too busy you're invited to come over
tomorrow night for a birthday cake. Then in dawned on me, my sister-in-
law. My brother Jim's wife. I think I have an outline of her an
interview and a sheet on her on the project that I did for last term.
You can refer to her attitude. She is the sister-in-law who we would
say is a deviate from our family system. Anyway I was real surprised
for her to call and say she was having a birthday cake. It just floored
me right there, the fact thatshe's doing this because this is the first
time in ten years that she has ever invited us there for coffee even.
She's always said come over, you owe us a visit but to fix a birthday
cake I just can't believe. I don't know if it's me being socially

aware of these things after these two courses or whether I just don't
know what it is. It made me feel bad then because she said no she
didn't say, she just asked and I said gee I would love togo because

I really would love to go there for the occasion. I had to say well
Criag has been home with the flu for the last few days and if he's
better we'll come but if he's not I sure wouldn't want to spread the
germ to their children.
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They have two young boys and she said * sure fine I'be been trying
to keep them protected which is all right too because you just don't
go spreading flu germs like this. It's just hitting everybody so
extensively. So then I had to tell her if we weren't there that we
did want to come. That I was really glad that she had invited us
there. I had to assure her that if we didn't show up Priday night
it was because Craig wasn't better from the flu. But I did wish

her a happy birthday although I did mail her card yesterday and she
should have gotten it in today's mail. I bet she hadn't even gotten
it yet becase Jim would pick it up after work and there mailbox is
quite a distance from their house. I bet any money because certainly
she would have said thanks for the birthday card. So I hung from that
and the phone rang a little bit later andit was my girlfriend Mary
Lou calling and I believe I also have a short biography on her.

She asked do you plan on going to Christian Education meeting tomorrow
at the Pelkie Parish Center. Pastor Peter wants to meet with all
the people on the committee and the Sunday School teachers.

So I said "ya,” and I had to hesitate here for another reason
because my sister had called and said if you're going I'11 ride with®
you. There's this ride business again and I didn't really mind
because she had driven the last time to Pelkie and I didn't owe her
a ride as far as that went. Here's Mary Lou offering me a ride

and she said *I'11l pick you up as I'm going by" I had to tell her
that Barbara needs a ride too. She said I had planned to pick up

3 other women and there wouldn't be theroom but this other lady
Lillian is going and maybe we can just take 2 cars over ther.

I saidfine. Because the way we arranged itbefore it would really
screw up the car pools if we well there we get into car pools which
is another choice subject for alot of people. But anyway I got

the message across to her and that I would love to ride with her if
I'm able to go to the meeting. Then I had to call her back and

ask her would she mind telling Lillian that Barbara needs a ride
here's a case of people needing rides. If it had been myself
driving or another one of the girls that we aregoing to pick up

she would ask would you mind giving me a ride. But she said she
wouldn't call Lillian and ask her for a ride she said she would

Just wait for Lillian to call and ask her +to ride.

Talking about rides, let me regress alittle bit from today. ILast
Sunday afternoon we had decided to take our children up to see the
snow statues. There at Tech. PFor two reasons. We feel that it's
something they should see. They were looking forward to it and for
selfish reasons I suppose because this comingweekend we are supposed
to go on this snowmobile trip to Bruces Crossing. With the snow
machine, Tom will take the machine and drive up there and comeback
Sunday night and I will take the car and stay overnight. I won't
ride on the snow machine all the way. I thought we should take those
kids out to see the snow statues andtake them out. It's a treat

for them and we take them out to Colonel Sanders and have hot
chocolate along the way and it's kind of an all day Sunday affair.
But because we will be gone so long next weekend it's not really
fair and I have this guilt feeling about kids not getting equal time.
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Anyway once we decided to take the children up to see the snow statues
the weather turned a bit nice in the afternoon. It was nice but it
was cold but not stormy like it had been earlier in the week before
the weekend. So I asked Tom do you think we should take Barb's

kids Dean and Shelly who are 12 and 13 now. He said sure why not.

We had discussed it earlier whether we should ask Barbara and
Stephinie who is Dean and Shelly's younger sister along. But the
problem was we had a Ford Torino and you can't fit too many people

in that car. You just can't fit three adults, well Dean would almost
be an adult because he's such a big kid already, you can't fit that
many people in the car. It isn't safe to go. So we thought we

would ask the two older ones to go. So we decided that would be

the decision. Even though we knew Stephie would be put out because
she's so close to our Meg's age. I called overthere and asked Dean
“What you doing?" Nothing, I said "are you busy this afternoon?”
"NO* "So I said how would you like to go and see the snow statues?”
Fine so he asked Shelly if she wanted to go and then inquired with
his mother if it was all right to go and a whail eame up inthe back
ground. I want to, itwas Stephie the 3 year old and I says I had
really considered taking her along because it would be something that
she would enjoy but then I thought would she walk all that distance
or would she gettired? That's quite a distance to walk around campus
with a little girl like that, well I guess she's four. So I said
well we'll take her along if you trust her to come with us and I

know she'll behave with us. I'm not afraid about taking her because
I don't let kids take that much control over me. So I talked to
Barbara on the phone and she said fine and then she says well why
don't wego with my car? Barbara has a big car and we could all fit
into hercar. I said well that wasn't the idea, it's really up to
you. I don't think Tom will mind if you want to. She said okay fine
we'll be there but I'1ll have to get some gas, I only have a half a
tank of gas and you know how big cars burn gas like it's going out

of style. She sald it's Sunday but I can stop at Sleeb's Grocery
Store, I believe I mentioned it in my Community thing about Nissula.
I said fine Tom will pick up the two kids, shelly and Dean because

he thought only the two older enes were coming with us so watch for
him and have them ready. .

So I hung up and I thought to myself. This is what Tom had said
earlier in the day when we had discussed it that should we take

all the kids along or what he said why don't you ask Barbara to take
hers but you just don't ask people to take cars. If they offer, fine
so the more I thought about it I savs well don't bother we've got
some gas in a tank although we've been hoarding it thinking that we
might run short. I'm sure that Tom will give you some gas forthe
car and that will be payment for the ride there. So she came and
we did give her the gas but she didoffer many times she says well
“now what do I owe you for the gas?* I suppose I shouldn't really
have said well let's give her gas but what else can you do and Tom
said well that's okay he says forget it, forget it.
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That's payment for taking us for the ridethere and Barbara was in
kind of a funny mode when we came back. She likes to play Scrabble
and hates to lose but she sure was comical when we came back that
night. We chuckled over it. Here was a case of exchanging taking
place. It was a ride for the gas and there was no money exchanged.
We came home and she said would you have time to give Dean a haircit.
Dean is her boy. I thought to myself, his hair isn't really that
long but I'm going to have to give him that haircut because if I
don't she'll keep asking for it and asking for it and I may as well
do it and get it out of the way right now. Yet there was no money
offer for Dean'shaircut. I don't know wiy there should be a difference
in cutting his hair and cutting his dad‘'s hair. I mentioned earlier
in a tape where they should bring a six pack of this Coor's beer
over because of the haircut we were giving but anyway I said that's
okay I'1l give Dean a haircut. She's the kind now that she knows
that I have all this studying to do and she'll say go ahead and do
your work that Tom and I will play Scrabble it won't bother me not

a bit. They can tell you to go and do it but just another different
story, you just can't concentrate.

Let's get back to the car exchange from today's experiences. So we
had Cgrol calling, Mary Lou calling, then later Tom came home and
sald well I'm going for a ride on the snow machine. He had been
home all week long because all the schools have been closed in our
area because of the flu. I'm going to go our snow machine riding so
pretty soon the phone rang and again it's a strange voice. Gee

I thought I don't recognize this voice at all. Well she did say,
‘*this is Marsha calling, and these are the people to whom we rent
the land and they have a trailer on it out on M-38 there and I
thought now something's wrong. She had been here yesterday to

pay their personal property tax and pay their rent on the land and
I thought oh now did we screw up on something and she's got some
complaint. Then I could hear guitar music in the back and she says
Tom's here and I says "oh" and she says "guess what they're doing?”
She says "guess what he and Joe who is her husband are doing. I
says drinking beer I suppose. She says “ya” why don't you come on
down” Well there again so seldom does she invite us to come over as
a couple. Her husband is very quiet and I kept telling myself I
really want to go and I don't think just then I told her that I

had all this studying todo. I've got books that I've got to really
hit hard and I'm going to have to skimor do something withthem.

I told her gee I can't come out now, Craig's hadthe flu and I can't
haul him out down there. He didn't eat supper here. 1Iwas keeping
Tom's warm for him because he didn't eat any yet. I said may I talk
to Tom please. Tom says okay fine I'll be right on home and it
wasn't he must have left right away. He walked in thehouse when he
came home he said it wasn't my ideato call and tell you to come
down. I had my helmet on and was going out thedoor. Of course
this we don't know if I can't believe. . Anyway it was Joe's idea

to call. He had half a bag on and he said call Joanie and tell her
to comedown withthe kids.



EVT-VJH-117

Any other time I probably would have gone down and had a drink with

them and visited with them for a while. We used to be able to sit down
and visit with them but there was a time when they were late with their
rent and we had to remind them not to be late and you know when you

have an economic exchange like that it really puts a strain on friendship.
Anyway we would have gone down today but were just going to have to make
it some other time as far as that goes.

So in the meantime the phone rang again and it was people we haven't
talked to in so long and it turned out it was my cousin Chipper calling
and he says "hello is Tom home?" and I can hardly tell his voice from
his dads. No he'll be home in probably a half an hour and he says

and I says do you want him to call or can I take a message for him and
he said "no I was wondering if Tom would want to go out riding for a
while?” I says "well he's not even back from the trip he went on this
afternoon he's been gone all day but I'll have him call you back when he
gets home. Fine fine he said. Oh then he said is school definitely
closed tomorrow? Alston will be closed because L'anse is closed. I
said "ya for the students they are, I've got to go in and punch in my
time I guess". In order to get paid for it but the students don't have
to go. So I said "fine I'll have him call youback."” I didn't really
want Tom to go out snowmobiling tonight not because of Chipper, not
the people he was with becgpse I've got all this studying and extra
work to do and for me to bé jumping up and down it just breaks the
train of thought completely. It's been a long time coming with me
where I can say I°l1l have him call you back and have him make up his
own mind. I guess Chipper started taking out his machine and he
noticed he had a broken spring in the back so he called Tom because
they both have arctic cat's snowmobile. So Chipper said would come
down and replace the spring. I was surprised what he said over the
phone, I°'l1l go down by the garage and look for it as soon as I finish
rinsing the dishes, He was kind of chuckling over the phone because
it's really been a crazy thing in this house with Women's Lib and
Women®'s Rights. The exchange taking place between husband and wife.
He had been home all week and he was really razzing me the other morning
he said” boy this is pure Women's Lib. You women go off to work and
school and the guys will stay home."” Craig had been home of course
with the flu. Boy this is the life he was telling me. Then tonight
he was saying ah I wouldn't want to be a mother. I would rather go
out and work. He was complaining that he was feeling so sich in

the morning until he can go out andride that snow machine. I said

ya you just have the housewife blues and you get out and do this and
that. Anyway Chipper did come over and get the spring and Tom went
and helped him put it on. Here's also the case of where I'm sure I
could say for certain that Tom wouldn't charge him a single cent for
that spring that Chipper took. Ewen thought Tom would have had to

pay for it if he went somewhere else to buyit forthesimple reason

Tom and Chipper exchange favors. Chipper is a mechanic and he works
in one of these machinery shops. These subsidiaries of Petibone.

And he does mechanic work on the sideline and whenever we've had

car trouble or need overhauling help you can call Chipper and he'll
come on down and he won't take a cent. There's no way you can pay

him except for ifhe hasto buy parts, he'll take the money for that but
he won't take any money for the labor thathe puts in to it.
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So any chance that Tom has torepay him he'll do it so I know with
this opportunity he didn't even think twice and I didn't even give
him any dirty looks that gee you shouldn't be going out tonight.
Well, they were back in short order but there was a reason for that
because they had decided they were going to go out snow machining
to my other's cousins so we'll what happens when they come back.

Anyway the firsttime when Chip sat down here he said I asked him how
Joyce was feeling and have they had the flu and that we had had the
flu. He said why don't you come withus and visit? While Tom and I
put this spring in , it won't be for long. There was another
occasion. Here's a couple that we never visit together. I'll see
Joyce and Tom will see Chipper and never visit as married couples
and it's reallly foolish because we're even related. There again I
thought how do you refuse. I don't have the time to go and I want
to but I was able to use Craig's flu as an excuse. I said gee I
don't really think I want to give that flu to your kids, that Craig
isn't feeling that well vet and I just don't want to take him out
yet. Ya, that's true, I've had it many times. I thinkit was Joyce's
way of saying come on over because there had been kind of a strain
between us because I rememeber once she was complainign about
Chipper's drinking problem and she didn't know what to do about it
and this and that and I used to be the same way until I learned
that you cannot control a drinker all you can do is control your
own self and your own thoughts and I just mentioned to her , I

said if you want help there's aid available. There's AA, there's
your pastor, and evey type of thing and Iknew she was peeved when
she left here. She hasn't invited meover since then and I really
felt bad and here again I couldn't go over there because of Craig
and the flu and this is the same thing that will happen tomorrow
night, we won't be ableto goto Carol's birthday party because

Craig has the flu, What does aperson do in an instance like that
you would really want to go because it would really strengthen

the friendship bonds and it's really a trying type of situation.

I was going to say another thing about owing Chipper favors, Tom
would never charge him and the same thing now Tom will often take
a run over to Chipper's and it's quite a rideout of our way really
it*s about 5 miles but of courseit’s on Tom’s way towork so he'll
stop onhis way and plow Chipper out. He would never think of
charging Chipper anything for snowplowing his driveway. It would
Just never evencross his mind there again. And yet this pickup
plowing is really a strange type of thing. There's one family
that hires him out for the whole yaar. 25.00 a year he gets paid
so he will go plow him out after storms. He'll plow my mother and
dad out for nothing, he'll plow my sister Barbara out for nothing
he®ll go to Chipper®’s and plow him out and wouldn't thinkof
taking any money from him and yet he'll go to somebody we don't
know as well and accept the money from him which is a bad thing
because this guy will call only when his driveway is so bad that
he can't getout and really it's more work for Tom. It's not even
worth the money he pays him.
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He said I'1l1l just call you when I really need it and really I think
Tom is doing him more of a favor than money could even repay. Oh

he also goes to the church and plows them out. But that's for free
he doesn't expect payment for that. He did go to Jackie and Judy's.
You remember Judy was the one who would do my hair and he would take
money from Jackie because these fellows have an exchange of talents
that they can charge money for Tom will charge money for plowing out
his driveway and Jack will charge money for fixing radios and
amplifiers and this type of stuff. Judy would charge for hair
styling or combing out your hair and I'd be glad to pay her for
that.

This pickup I haveto say one more thing, I read in one of those papers
I don't remember which one where a person gets caught up in this
type of thing. There was this one fellow and one evening it was
kind of a stormy night and there was aknock at the door about

ten o'clock at night and in stumbled his fellow loaded tothe fills
and he could hardly walk and he says "I need help gettingout of

the ditch, Thit the ditch I must have fallen asleep, I don't know
what happened. He had come from the village bar and just gotten
past our house. Would you mind pulling me out? You know it's illegal
to pull somebody out of the j;ditch especially if there is property
dmmage. Well as it happened this fellow knocked down one of the
state highway signs. But there was a catch, this fellow was one of
my relatives, what do you do, you can't turn down relatives. Tom
said okay, he'd try to get him out and getthe winch on thepickup
and try to get him out of there. Well it was really a pain in

the neck but he couldn't get him out, it took him all night and
finally he had to end up gettinghis sonout of bed and his son said
let the SOB sit there. I'm disgusted with him going out drinking
and getting in the ditch. We were holding our breaths wishing it
would snow more in the morning to cover up these tracks because

we didn't want to get caught. And the bad thing is that I'be been
advocating in this area that we need a speed limit through Nissula.
And we don't have anything, all we have gs a sign that says

Nissula reduce speed. So what si%n did this fellowhit, Nissuaa
reduce speed. So I'm in a bind I want to call them and say all
right we don't have anything posted here but I can®tbecause we had
been illegal in pulling this fellow out of the ditch. It's ironic
really. Just caught in this help exchange t{pe of thing where

you help somebody out and you hurt yourself in the longrun.

It's really bad news.

You talk about people being higher up in power and the more people
you know in law, this would also apply here, I remember my
brother~in-law, he hit some guard rails and put hiscar in the ditch.
So here again they had hit some posts, there weren't many of them
but enough to damage them and they were I don't know if they were
state or county property, which they would be,
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So of course they were worried about the legal technalities there
of this so even now I feel it wouldn't have hurt the kid to pay a
ticket. A fine on this because sometimes being fined is the only
way to know, It's really amazing because I was listening to the
fellows discuss this and they were saying who do we know where we
can say we'll just pay for the damage. Who would have seen him and
it's really a hush hush type of thing and don't tell anybody but
everybody knows., Small communities are bad this way because you're
80 bound to one another. You've got to help one another. You'be
got to help one another and you can't squeal on anybody even if you
think you're right.

We had a drug program at our PTO meeting this Monday night. And as
it turned out the State Police the fellow who is working with drug
abuse in the drug abuse program what it amounts to is our hands are
tied. We can arrest somebody with drugs with possesion of it or a
user of it but it doesn’t go through in court. The fellow pays a
fine and they let him out on his own and he said the only way that
you can do anything about it is for society to frown upon it. Let
this fellow know that he's such a deviate from the community that
you don't want him in the community and he eventually will get the
message and leave. There you can see the force of society, just let
this fellow know that he is uncomfortable in this atmosphere and
he'll move on somewhere else. Which is really a bad thing because
all you're doing is moving him from this little society to another
little society. It can cause problems.

I've got a note here, people who are cheap in car pools. Before
this year, I would travel in car pools while I was going to school
there at Tech. We would take turns driving and I guess I was Just

a little naive because I believe in the honesty of people. And
finally after being screwed just a few too many times, I had gotten
really hardnosed about it. A couple of the terms last year I was
able to fit my schedule on a three day Monday, Wednesday, Friday
basis. I would go all day long on those days so I could cut down

on babysitting and car. So as it turned out I was traveling with
two other girls. We figured we would split the parking costs because
they charge to park on campus so we would split ft between us. As
it turned out one of the girls who didn't know this particular other
girl could be cheap and I got stung by her just a few too manytimes.
I really think she was really tight and I'm starting to look out for
myself. Anyway she paid the whole initial fee which was $21.00.

I asked who did I owe to and she said well she paid the fee and

it was $21.00 for all three of us and I said "well that would be
$7.00 a piece. I thought $7.00 a piece. I said now wait Carol
that's not fair, I only use that three days a week. I'm not paying
$7.00. You and Mary are using that parking lot two more days than

I am parking your car there. She didn't say too much. But I
thought darn ¥t. I hate to be cheap and tell people but it just got
to the point of you drive, you drive, and the money never came
across when they said they would pay me. Finally it came to this
point where I had to say thisand she told me too and it was sheer
ignorance on my part not to be aware of these things. It was

after that she said would you mind meeting me at your house, it would
be like about 3 miles. She said " Bob doesn't really want to get

up 5 minutes earlier to warm the car before we leave and could you
possibly come to our house.
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Really I think it was the fact that Bob thought he was spending too
much money on gas, Or Carol was to run us up here. So it got to
the point where I just got my own ride to the county line. That's
another thing. It really binds friendship's I guess but yet it

put us on a clearer understanding because even when it came down to
cups of coffee we exchanged dimes. It strengthens and yet it weakens
a friendship. This money bit it really works out hard, but anway
how it turned out was Mary got left holding the bag on the three of
us and I thought Mary I'm not going to sympathize with you because
next term you'll just know that much better and then I asked for a
schedule and said let's set a schedule of whos's going to drive when.
This was the spring term then when we took on a forth driver.

So then they started figuring that I'm gonna drive every fourth day.
Because there were four of us driving. Like I said you start to get
a little bit tight and it's really a dirty shame I suppose. I think
myself it's too bad that people have to get this way with oneanother.
But I says "hey I'm only going 3 days a week, you people are going 5
days a week why am I driving every 4th day?” No way I/m not taking
my turn. I'll drive once a week because I'm going three times a
week or whenever it came up that I would have to drive tweice a

week sometimes. But anyway Mary finally made out a schedule of

who would drive when and what days and it really worked out fine and
I think it put us all on a relationship. We didn®t have to exchange
money for the rides. The only money exchange we had was when we

had to buy the slot card to put into the new parking lot that Tech
has put in there. To make sure that the student pays and Tech
doesn't get screwed I guess.

Talking about mnney again. I dontremember which one of those

papers where it says how can you set a price on a hand made present.
My sister-in-law-had on a nice hat that I really liked, a winter

hat on when she came to my mothers for sauna. I asked her where did
she buy a nice hat like that because I had been looking for one like
that for myself. She said that she didn't buy it, her sister made
it for her. Terry her name is. We were talking about hinting and
complaining and I guess I did hint around long enough where she says
"well do you want me to ask her to make you one” I don't remember
the exact words. I said I'll be glad to pay her for it or buy the
yarn, why don't you find out the cost. She said "fine the next

time Iwrite I'1ll ask her. So I never heard anything more from her
and it was about a month later when Carol called and asked are you
going to go to sauna at my mother's. I°'ll bring it there, that the
hat came today and I'1ll bring it there with me. I said fine, thank
goodness so she brought it there. I tried to nail her down on a
price, I said well how muchdid the yarn cost? She said the yarn
didn®'t cost anything, it was left over yarn. That she had made from
other hats. Well how much do you think it cost and she said well I
relly don't know. I was wishing there that I had just bought a hat
outright because now I'm wondering what kind of gift am I going to
give to Terry for making that hat.




EVT-VJH-122

How do you determine how much her time is worth, how much labor she
put into this hat., Then I was trying to determine should I mail a
gift to her, should I get her address or should I leave it at Carols
but the hat didn't come directly to me, it came to carols and Carol
was the middle man between she and I. In fact I have bought a gift
now and I wouldn't feel toobad to bring it to Carols to give to
Terry whenever they see her. She lives out of Greenbay somewhere
not too far where she would get home sometime. Maybe once every
two months or so, But I was really in this awful position where

I didn't know what to buy for her. And a person doesn't want to
buy anything to stingy because then you look cheap and youdon't
want to buy anything to extravagant becuse then they will feel em-
barassed into having to accept this gift. Having to determine what
is the right amoung you are going to spend on a gift so that it's

a way of saying thank you very much for the favor you have done.

I mentioned earlier in a paper that we've had alot of funerals in
our area lately, this particular woman who lost her husband is the
postmistress also here and she's really having a rough rough time

of getting herself back together. The woman who substitues for her
was in there for along period of time, longer thanshe has ever had
to substitute for her before. Here again a small community thinking
you'’re a strong willed person, snap out of it. I guess what I'm
getting at is how long do you sympathize with people who are in
grief or have lost husbands. Or wives, or close friends. It just
doesn't seem fair somehow because. Well this substitute woman was
getting impatient, she had other things to do and yet how do you
turn down a person when they say I really can't come intowork today.
As a matter of fact you should feel people out and say is that right
and in this type of a situation you just don’t do it. You remember
I stopped at the postoffice thereone day from work., This substitute
lady was in there and I said oh I see you are working again today?
As a matterof conversation and maybe I was fishing around and seeing
really how this postmistress was doing. I don't know maybe I was
being nosey. She said ya,I hadn't really expected to work today
and I got the tone that I'm getting pretty tired of this that she's
got to start getting herself together again. She had been getting
professional help for it and the Pastor was calling onher. I could
note a tone in her voice that said well that you can sympathize so
long with people and they've gotto get their heads together and

get back to work and face the outside world. No matter how much
andhow hardit is. You know you live in small communities and you
are supposed to be good friends and here there are these fingers
coming in intereweavinginto the mind saying well you've had long
enough to grieve. I guess peo?le don't realize what it is to

grieve until it hits home. It's really a hard thing to get out of.

Let's talk about borrowing things. No let®'s finish up these rides
I talked about this car pool business andl considered it a bad
experience and I'm still a little bit bitter aboutit but Iguess
I'm a 1little wiser about car pools. I remember once when we were
first married, I hadthis real good friend that lived next door.
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I wanted to go to South Range to have a permanent and as it turned
out her husband and my husband bowl on the same team so she says
well I°'1l]l give you a ride. So I told her I had to stop and buy
this permanent first. So we ran into Houghton and into Newberrys
and they were open on a Monday night and this was about ten years
ago and it's still vivid in my mind. I told her I have to pick

up something for Ann for putting this permanent in my hair and I
don't remember I think it was panty hose. You take friends for
granted, this is what happened. Nancy isn't the kind to complain,
she just figures if you're that ignorant let her be. She overlooked
alot of things, Nancy's just good hearted. I guess one of the good
friends that I have yet, that I could go there today and feel
comfortable and I haven't seen her for six months,

So we got to Ann's and she put the permanent in my hair and I said
well here's for doing the permanent and Ann says oh fine thanks.
Nancy sald something tothe effect well where's my gift, I gave you

a ride all the way to South Range and what do I get for it. All

of a sudden in a way it dawned on me, stupid. It took somebody like
thatto have to tell you. It just comes these instances where you
realize you'be taken these people for granted for so long it's

about time you start giving some favors back in return. You have

to be so conscious in friendships.

Talking about borrowing books. I don't care to borrow books because
when I borrowa book I like to return it in good shape. Especially
text books, I don't like to borrow them because I like to write in
my books. To mark them up, I like to put notes. To know where I
am. I remember my sister-in-law getting real perturbed because

she had borrowed some booksto them a long time ago and it ended

up that her friend brought them back and said gee Charlene aren't
these your books because they have your name in them. The persan
to whom she was borrowing them was selling them at a rummage sale
would you believe, It just burnt her up to no extent. I had to
borrow a geometry book the first year Iwas at Tech there. The course
didn't reguire that much so one of the other girls, Theresa, I think
I did a biography on her. So I borrowed the book from her and I
used it all season and I knew darn well she would never take any
money for the rent of that book. So I brought the book back and
said here's a little present for her and it cost a dollar or a
little bit over a dollar. Something personal tht she could use

and she could hardly turn down and she said "gee thanks" They

were a pair of sock type booties things. These colored fuzzy things
that you wear on over your feet. Fine she said I'm going to put
them on today because she was cold and it was wintertime. That was
in Spring term. It has kind of put us onthis exchange basis.

It wasn't the amount of money that I spent on the gift but I wanted
her to know that I appreciated her loaning this book to me.
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This idea of bringing a gift for a house warming is another interesting
item. As a matter of fact it involves visiting one of my mother's
friends that we've known for years. ' The daughter mand I played
together, Ida called one night and said are you going to be home?

I had just gotten home for something and she called and I said yes
I'm going to be home but I kind of hemmed and hawed . She thought
maybe she would come over and visit because she had never seen

our house. Here I was the house a mess. So when people tell you
they are coming over to see your house, you better have it in shape
and I says "well, I had just gotten home from Tech . It was a
Tuesday afternoon. She said well how about if I come some other
night and I said fine. I said " why don't you come on Wednesday
night, that is when Tom bowls and we would have a chance to visit.

So she came and it's an oldfinnish custom you never go to someone's
house the first time empty handed. She came with four assorted
plastic dishes with covers on them. I think of her every day because
I keep two in the bedroom and two in the bathroom upstairs. They

are just lovely items and I thanked her kindly for them. I know
every time that when I go by there I have to make a point of visiting
Ida because she's always made a point to drop in and visit with

us. It was a lovely visit.

I'm geing to go into one other thing here but I don't know what
category I'm going to put it in. Tom plays guitar with Art
Moilainen. Who used to run Art’s Bar. On the Rousseau Road towards
mass. Anyway he's retired and still does playing on the side.

Art plays the accordion and he provided the music there. This is
the reason Tom and Art would get together. After the ball games
Tom would haul out his guitar and we'd have a real nice time.

Whoop de do time, drunken time, lots of hangovers after those

ball games. For all of us and wives were included to go to those
ballgames and they always serviced a nice dinner. Tom and Art
don't get together too often but it is also important for the

men to get along. Tom and Art will play sometime out at the
Timbers. And there's been opportunities for me to go and I

really haven't wanted to go because for me to sit in a bar by
myself, there’s this woman thing for me I just feel uncomfortable."
Unless I can go with somebody else there. Millie usually goes but
I don't know for sure but anyway, I told Tom this one time find out
if Millie is going the next time because I should really go. Here
again is this obligation you have. You've got to figure well is
the cause greater to lése my friendship with Art and Millie or is
it greater to say I have to stay home and study. There has to be

a give somewhere because I don't have time to stay home and do
everything. Anyway I felt that I had regused them so many times
that 1norder to fulfill my obligation of friendship to them and

to further insure that Tom gets the playing jobs with Art; I should
really go along. It's this obligatory thing that socity places on
us.
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And T do enjoy Millie's company, it's not that I begrudge going it's
just that they go in the afternoon and you don't get home until late
got to pay a babysitter, get up Monday morning and it's awful if
you've been out the night before. To me it'sa hassle, I'm the kind
that plans ahead and you think where am I going to put my time.

What am I going to #o in the time I have, I can't do everything.

Anyway when we were there that afternoon, Millie started discussing
about friends and it was a gossip I guess about this one particular
woman who made a habit of frequenting the bar. She liked her
independent, she left her kids alone alot to bowl., seldom going
out with her husband, and it turned out that she was pregnant and
now she's tied down with two small babies. The woman told me

it's almost as if the good Lord planned it, because now maybe she'll
settle down and society has all these little rules where they say
you deserve it and you're going to get caught one of these days.
Something about that women just aren't supposed to do this type of
thing. But we were talking about friendships and she said you

feel badly if you lose them or gain them and she says oh how many
friendships youthink are friends and they aren't, you'd be surprised
how many people walk into the bar and just because we owned the

bar and were the owners there, thought they could get a free drink.
They would really put on the dog to impress us, hi Art, hi Millie
how are you doing likethey really knew them well, but she says now
that Art is retured they don't come around, and .you find out in a
hurry. People try to impress. Pull out the bank roll, talk big,
come from the city, I'm me, who in the heck are you, you see so
much of this in the summertime, people kids who have lived here and
grown up here, they go to the city and they come back, big big

cars showing off. I suppose this is showing off, home town country
boy showing off that he's done well in the city and he's come

back withsymbols of weather welth of what. Has a car, trailer,
camper, boat and comes winter time, and has a snowmobile, maybe
takes a long extendedvacation. In a small society people just
sometimes laugh at them or ignore them. Really in our town it°'s
what you are basically, what kind of person you are, what wealth
you have isn't that big of a factor. It's basically if you are

an honest person, how willing you are to help no matter what

kind of talent you have . It's as basic as that I'm sure in this
area. -

Talking about resentment, I've got a title here on how to notes.
Resentment is really so close to hate. It's close to complaining
I would suppose. Resentment is a bad bad thing I thinksometimes.
And a person doesn't forget these things. Resentment is so hard
to lose, you don't just put it on the shelf and leave it there.

It gathers dust but it sure is blown off in a hurry when there is
let me give you an example, there's so many things I could say.
One I remember vividly as could be. People tell me it's grinds my
cork I remember when they did this five years ago. I don't know
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if I mentioned before that Meg had emphantigo that she picked up in
school that goes around. It was this fall and it was my fault and I
really felt bad about it, I took her to the doctor's, the emphantigo
wasn't my fault because that can happen to anybody, took her to

the doctor's and he gave salve and said clean it off real well with
soap and water and put this salveon it. Well after two three days
it just didn't seem tobe clearing up and I was frantic and thought
well I've got to try some kind of antiseptic. Something stronger

on it to make sure that after I cleaned it off the germs are gone
from it. Because it's the type of pussy thing that has to work it's
way out. So foolishly I put a strong chemical antiseptic and it
gave her a chemical burn on her face. Ifelt so awfiul and you'd
never believe the distortion of this child's face. Just overnight
she got such a deep infection on that by her nose and under her
chin. You would never know that these two small spots that were
there, they just spread like wildfire. As a matterof fact she
couldn't even drink from a straw and I thought what have I done to
this poor child. So I had to take her back to thedoctor's. Monday
I had taken her the first time and I took her back on Wednesday

I hated to take her bhack that doctor would think oh, you're an awful
mother. I really had this guilt complex about being a lousy

mother. Here was this doctor frowhing at me thinking what mother
would do this to her child and it was here I was actually trying

to clean the face up so it would be better. So it would heal and
she wouldn't be left with this emphantigo spreading from place to
place. I run through this role conflict constantly. I really

felt guilty. If I hadn't been working, that day, it was a Tuesday
afternoon and I had to rushoff to Tech, if I had been home with

her I would have looked at this more carefully, I would have listened
to her when she said oh it stings, I wouldn't havedone this. 1It's
Just amazing, if anybody ever has burns just within a matter of
hours her face was all puffy, don't wait. So feeling so badly
about this I cried so many times and the scars are still red now.
And that happened in September and this is February.

Anyway talking about resentment it's because I felt guilty about
what I did but didn't do purposely, that I had put this solution

on her face, but Tom's mother will tell me, have you had her face
checked, what has the doctor said about it. Why isn't the redness
going away. Finally I had to take her in and he said don't expect
those scars to fade for at least a year. They don't need any
solution on them, Just let them be now, she's probably going to have
one little scar on the raised portion. So we stopped at Tom's folks
and I could Jjust hear them because they are the kind you know I don't
know is it always mother-in-law type of thing where you worry what
they are going to say, just grinds you the wrong way some of the
hints they give because if my mother had said these things, it
wouldn't bother me but my mother-in-law say this type of criticism
it’s getting to me but the first time she said it well I can agree
with you. When in doubt use soap and water, that's the best thing.
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I remember when the 'kid meaning David had it, when in doubt use soap
and water. Okay fine, yes, I agreed with her. I didn't say anything
more but I have heard that same statement when in doubt use soap and
water. Especially every time we go there and if she says that one
more time I'm just going to say, I don't know what I'm going to say
but I'm sure it will be something sarcastic. You don't keep reminding
a person about something they feel badly enough about already.

It should be a forgive and forget type of thing.

Talking about gift exchange, there was a paper that I read last week
in the Library, I can't remember who wrote it now but anyway who do
you reciprocate for. My youngest sister Bernie who is the divorcee
and has one son. The present time she‘'s a little bit more financially
stable but at the time of the separation she wasn't and I would try
to send her as much cash as we had extra so she could buy a few extra
things, buy groceries. We helped her out with the initialfee for
getting the divorce proceedings started. I would never want repayment
of that money, as a matter of fact I wouldn't even be able to tell
you how much we've given her. Or how much money we've sent for

her son saying indirectly use this money to buy him something that
you don't have the money to buy. I don't expect her to buy me a
birthday present but yet I love to give her one. Because Bernie
needsit. It's this type of an exchange that goes on with us. I
wouldn't want a darn thing and I wouldn't expect a thing for my kids
ifshe sends a card that's plenty. Because she doesn't have the
resources to reciprocate in the same way. I Jjust don't begrudge
anything she does. It was strange this fall because they were

here for Thanksgiving. Bernie and Richie, she has a boyfriend

now. We think he's a nice fellow but she's belng very cautious
about getting into this matter of marriage now again. Anyway

this year I was a little bit smarter and went ahead and got her
Christmas presents early. Her's wouldn®'t have too bad to send

but his was a bulletin: board and I thought I will give this to

him now. And I had gotten Doug who is Bernie's boyfriend a present
too. Now why, you ask yourself, I didn't owe him anything really.
Why did I get him a Christmas present. I guess because I don't

want him to feel left out. TIknow it's more because of the wonderful
things and he is s0 good to Bernie and this is the only way I can
think of telling him thanks for being so good to her because she

had such a lousy life before. I mean he's understanding with her,
good with her son. It’s just been my way of saying that he's been
so gracious, when we've gone to visit there, he leaves his car for
her and sheruns us all over town. Shop here shop there, run here
run there. I just wanted to get him something. It was a tokenof

my thanks for treating Bernie in such a swell manner because

Bernie is so close to me. Anyway when I brought the presents there
it was on Sunday and I says there's your Christmas presents in

the porch. I wondered why they didn't put them in the. trunk.
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I told them put them in the trunk before you leave so they don't have
to be hauled up stairs. I was going to throw them in the back seat

of their car but their carwas locked because I had gone there so

early in the morning. They were staying at my mother's and dad's.
They didn't bring them and didn't bring them and she says,”, I don't
remember what the remark was and I said why don't you have Doug put
them in the car. She kindof hesitated and I says "I don't expect
anything in return” and we can have this kind of exchange understanding.
I said there's something for Doug in there andI don't want you to feel
You have to send us anything as a matter of fact I don't want anything.
I won't accept anything. She looked kind of relieved and says"we

just haven't had the money to buy for everybody. I'm really glad.
Andit came out right in the open right there. She wrote and thanked
us for the presents. Here's one person from whom I wouldn't expect

a thing. Because she isn'tin a position to even reciprocate. She

did say well maybe I can repay you someday. I said when we told her
we didn't want any Christmas. presents from them, she said well maybe

I can repay you someday and I says "repay, baloney, look here you
babysat on Saturday night because we were going out to a party and

she came here and babysat with our kids, wouldn't take any money for
it. So that was her way of accepting money that I would have paid

a babysitter and do for us to be on the evenkeel.

Talking about embarassment over a dirty house, I said how I constantly
think you don't want = people to come over, I said for two reasons,
either my house is dirty or I have all this studying todo. You could
Just die of embarassment, one Sunday we were Just eating dinner and

a couple came over, Art and Millie to pick up Tomto go for a ride
they werw going out to the Timbers. Art got up and looked out of

the kitchen window and all the kids were snowmobiling. I thought I
could die because I know that window sill is dusty. Being an old
house, you know how flies will come out when the sun is hot on the
window. There were two dead flies on thesill and afterward I

thought oh embarassment.

Christmas time we had some company, Tom®s cousins that we had
invited over. One of the kids was playing with Silly Putty. One of
the company®s kids. That darn thing bounced because you know how
silly putty bounces all over the place, it's really super bouce,
harder than a rubber ballto catch, we couldn't find it. I said we
should really find it because if you don't it will dry up. We
started looking around and I said oh god don't look on my dirty
floor because I hadn't swept from dinner that day and I knew that
underneath my refrigerator and washer because you don't clean there
every day it was a mess. I said oh the dust here. Lucy who was
Tom;s cousin said boy I didn't know you had such a dirty house.

Boy I'm really surprised. I didn't know how much of that was
really meaning to be true or if she was rubbing in or what because
Lucy isn't too muchof a housekeeper.
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I think I'm bad and I think she's even worse than I am. She could
care less. I don't think that we've ever stopped in there house
in Marquette that it's been cleaned up. Of course maybe we've
always stopped in on odd hours too. Course I have called before
and said we were stopping in and she hasn't even bothered to clean
it up. You see 1f you call ahead of time then you obligated to

at leave have it a 1little cleaned up.

Talking about social money exchange. I had an odd experience when
I went to the Dentist there last month. I had lost a filling out
of one of my back teeth and I thought I have to go in and I didn't
articularly care for this man. His mannerisms and I was disappointed
n the work he did. I was in a bind, I didn't want to run to Houghton
for this one filling, it was a service exchange. The other two
dentists in L'anse aren't taking on new patients. So I thought I'm
going to have to go back to this man. I called for an appointment
and he sald fine come on in next Wednesday. So I went in and »
thought to myself I'm just going to have this one filling put in.
That 1f Idon't like his mannerisms any better than before I
thought forget it. And furthermore I thought his costs were too
high. I couldn't believe it, and he said he had cleaned my
teeth, and I can't even say they were cleaned. So I went this time
and he put in the one filling and I asked him whether he would have
time to clean them and he said fine. I don't know if he's changed
or if he had been in a bad mood, somebody said he had alot of bills
to pay that time, I guess knowing this, maybe I just assumed the
hint was a little wrong, I don't know. I had just heard earlier
in the week, we were talking about him and his mannerisms, about
being a lousy Dentist, especially with children I guess too.

I went there that day knowing that this guy was threatened, or he's
been behind on the rent on the building where his office is and

he had left his practice in White Pine because he couldn't pay for
it there. You don't know how much is rumow and how much is truth.

So he had done the work and we were walking out of the room where

he had done the actual drilling and he says "let's see :.now where
did you leave your purse, do you have your purse with you now?

I said ya, I had put it underneath my coat. His nurse or
receptionist was there andl told her that I had left it there. But
I¥ e been thinking was that a hint for my topay for this now, that
he wanted his money right away. I had already made up my mind
before I went there that I was not going to pay this bill right away.
I was going to wait until I was billed for it simply bécause the
last time I had been there he had charged something like $40.00

for a few x-rays he had done and I thought the price was too too
high. I was really sorry that I had paid that $%40.00 right away.
This time he's going to walt for his money. I guessit made me
feelbetter and I'm sure he doesn't know the difference whether I
paid the money for that or not right away. He wasn't knowing my reason.
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