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Pelkie Ohurch History - Kyro ParishSUbject Kattert

L8II.p1 'JohnsonRespondent.

CoDmIenta1:

Pastors of the Parish.
David S~nen 1 year 1CJl5 - 1CJl' died lan. 12, 1CJl7
mni1 Tervo 61 years 1CP7 - 1933
.Aarne luntunen 5 years 19.34 - 1939
Ano Korhonen 5 years 19.39 - 1945
Vilho Banninen 2 years 1945 - 1947
hans Koski 6 years 1947 - 1953
lobn luntti1a 3 years 1954 - 1951
Lauri Pikkusaari 6 years 19::J3 - 1964
Rdward Groop 6 years 1964 - 1969
Keith Nelson 3 years 1970 - 1973
1~8 Peters 1974 -

First pastors to serve are: 1. K. Rikander, president of Suomi College,
Otto S~iU8, lobn Warge1in, K. Kennerkorpi, Raphael Bartman, Victor Kuusisto,
Matti Pesonen, lobn Saarinen and Anton Korhonen.

Parsonage ready 1 ~7 .

(1. K. N1kander. pastor)
Lou is Maki
Bdward Ruuspakka
Leonard akala
Vilho Kemppainen

First confirmation class confirmed August 1918.
jmanda Haara Lyy1 i )Ian t ila
Mary Basra Lcpi Fr1isva11
:11 izabeth Barkonen 10hn Hero
Esther Halonen :lino Barkonen
J4Uga Tervo

One ot the tirst pastors to serve was 1. K. NikaD4er who was president ot
Suomi Oolle88- Do you recall hDn coming out here'

II

Yes, he' s been over many tDnes.. .and many of his services.Ra

Do you bave any esttBate of when it was that be and these other visiting pas-
tors were ccaing out here' You mentioned that they came approxjmate1y once a
~nth by train 8) it must have been after 1901 because the Mineral Range came

tbrough here in 1901.

II

The congregation wa~ organized in 1905 and this starts from that, the history

of the church, lsnuary 1, 1905.
Ra

You have here Dav id S8Danen started in 1 ~5 through 1 ~6 so you have trom
1905 to roughly 1~5. During that period did these visiting pastors CCIDS

here'

II

Yes...we bad ",is1t1ng pastors.Ra

Would they stay tor &And bow long would they stay when they would come'

week or...
II
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Oh, DO it was just a waekend...would have came Saturday and then left Monday.Ra

Oh. they'd come Saturday and would they have sauna'II

Of course.R:

Where would they stay around here'II

The church. at different members' homes.. .the homes of different members.Ra

And you recall Wikander staying at your home'II

Ita Yea.

1i)w old were )'Ou at the t ~II

I w&an't eYeD born at the first wben he came.Ra

And Otto Stadius and 'John Wargelint:18

Otto Stadius came trom Mass. be was a pastor at Mass 01ty.HI

Was he a native f'ran the area or was he originally fIoom 7inland,It

He was a resident pastor of Mass, he must bave came traa ~inland.HI

And john Wargelin, Senior, of course he was frCD the Hancock,II

Be was frCD Suomi College. he came fraa SuCDi College.Ra

And V 1ctor Xuus1sto'II

He was a pastor at Mass.RI

And Matt i Pesonen'II

Be W8S the pastor ot the Hancock congresation.Ra

And 'John Sear men'II

Be was a Mass pastor.!Is

And Anton Korhonen'II

The Ma88 pa8tor8 8erYed the congregat ion from 1914 to would it be close to
1918 or sanething like that...or anyway Saarinm came very often trom Mas8.

Ra

Wbat is the exact name ot the church in Mass tbat they were aft 111ated . ith'II

It must haV'e been Mass Finnish BYangellcal that time.Ra

Yeah. it seems reasonable DOW that you think about it because the railroad
went right to Mass so it was very convenient tor them to came out here.

II
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Ra Yes. yes.

o. K.. 80 these people would ccae out once a month...were the Se1"9'1088 always
in Finnish'

II

HI

II No Inglish at the time?

HI No inglIsh t ill was It dur 1ng annlneD' s t:ime.

II I see.. .wbat effect did you think this bad on the church not ha~tng a pastor
in residence in here all the tDae...was that hard for the church' In 1~5 then
you sot your first resident pastor here...a DaTid Samanen who was here for one
year, eTidently he left in 1926.

HI ~ passed 88ay. ..he was sick about two DM)nths w ith cancer ot the liver and he
passed away in lanuary ot 1927. lanuary 12.

II Oh, so he wasn't here much at all then'

Ra No. DO.

II nC'e was he tl'cml'

RI
He came from Minnesota, I don't rsnember from

II Did he have a family here at the t hne'

Ra Yes, tbmoe was a w ite and two BODS and a daughter and be' s buried in ».>en,
bis baDe town.

II Did they liTe right here in the personage at that t tme?

Ra Nb, no, the parsonage wasn't built, it was started during his ttne.

II Where did they 1i'9'e at first'

R: They lived at Laamanen's house. where Andrew Laamanen now lives.

Ia Who was 11Ting there at the time?

Ra It was vacant.

II It was a vacant bouse...O. K and then...

Ra And he passed away there at the bame.

II Oh, right at the haDe...was he here long enough to became very much ~olve4
in the church, with the church work in the CammDl ity, or was he ill Dk>st of'
the t jme,

Bs He was ill onll two monthD.. .aDd he had . largo par1ah . 08U8e we h6d six con-

gregatioDS...there was A8kel, Tap1o1a, !lo, Xyra, N1sula, Alston to serve.



And they didn't have autcmK>bilee at the time...II

And poor roads. poor roads.Ra

That man must baTe spent moBt or his tDne on the road.eeeII

Ra Could be.

...now that I think of it...then we have Emil TerYo wbo was here for about six
and a half )'ears, he CaDle here in 11127 and was here up to 19:3.3 right during
the latter part of tbs Depress ion. .. bow old was Tervo'

II

He came here when be was ordained to tbe ministry.RI

II Relat 1'9'817 young man then.

Ra

II About in his ear11 ,3Ost

Ra Around ~.

II I forgot to ask you about bow old this Saanen W88.

Ra Be was 49 when he passed ..ay.

Tervo. then, was a real young man to came into a place like this and it looks
like he was here tor as long as any ot th_. Where was he trail'

II

His hcxne is Ironwood. frail Ironwood. but then he came from after ordination he
came here...and he served for same ttDe before he was married...he was single
when he came.

Ra

II Oh. he was marr ied here'

No, his wife was trcm Iron Belt, Wisconsin, and they ...e married there.RI

18 And by now they were living in the parsonage.

Ra

r. Did the,. ha'Ye. raise a tmaU,. here'

Ra Yes. there was two daughters born here.

II NOw we'll start with Imil TerYo because he w.. bere longer. Wbat kind of par-
iah setup was there at the time, Was this stUl the six-parish'

HI Yes.

II Would ,ou repeat again when tbat six-parish thing changed to the three-pariah.
would ,ou have an idea ot when that occurred...they didn't haTe a church in
ABul. you Bay. nor in Tap 1ola.
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50. the services were at the school houe8.Ra
Do you recall now approximately when the six-parish center shifted and how it

shifted'
II

No.Ita

When the Alston mill closed what happened then'II

The congregation. well. it could be that they couldn't make it so they joined
with the Nisula church and the church was left tor the N1sula parish and the
Nisula parish sold the church then.

HI

.A.t st. ~nry' 8'II

The Alston church was sold to L'jDse, it was a small church.HI

You said there was a sermon. wasWhat kind ot dut 188 did BIn TeM'o pertorm!'
1 t now once a week' In the xyro church'

II

JO. it wasn't eYery week because ot the many churche8 be couldn't be...Rz

And we haven't established juat bow many churches were at that tUDe.II

MaYbe it could have been just once a month even...but then they had like weekl1
services too s~time.

Ita

II In the evening'

HI ... en ing .

.. .there would be meetings.. .did he teach confirmation Bcbool'II

HI Yes.18s.

And when did tbat generally start. I mean what D>nth'Is

They did have a session after serYicee.. .after a serYice. and then in the spriag
they'd ha...e a week or two of school like steady.

Ra

.Atter public 8coool W88 closed?II

Must have been...or even Jaster ~8oat1on, too, it there was tDae at Kaster.
Ita

Would he do this'II

Yes, it was always up to the pastor.III

What did the pastor's wite do at the time...the pastor's w:1.te has always been
a 'Yery important part ot it all... in those days it was so tar d:1.tterent.

II

They did direct the choir and teach in S\mday Sooool.. .ot course they all bad
JOUD6 ohUdren, too, that they couldn't be too active and partioipate in _err
church affair.

~I
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Inoidentally, where did ,ou go to oonttnDation school here...t~ which one
ot these...

II

Anton KorhonSl, he came trcm Mass and eT8ry t]me he came like in the tall
he'd start after the services we bad confirmation...and then the two weeks...
I was conttnDed then on Good Friday, 1923.

Ra

Can you recall your confirmation school...describe a little about what it was
like then, I'm sure it' 8 changed 80 much.

II

Ra We were here in the church basement.

II 1bw many ot thE...

HI We were 15.

II A class ot 15.. .do you recall any ot the people in your class?

Ra I remember everyone ot them.

II Wbo was in it then in 1934 there was Aarne 1untun8D who was here tor five
years unt i1 1939. Where was 1untunen trom,

Ra !it came trom the seinery, too, after ordination, and his haDe is tr(Jll Mohawk.

II Oh, be was more of a local person then.. .where is the seminary, are there many
branches...

Ra Suani College.

II BOw old was 1uatunen when he came here...about...just was he an older man or
,ounger man'

HI Around his 30s would think aaning iran school.

II Wbat kiDd of a man was he just as a person...just a description of hDa, did he
1 ike fishing, hunt ins, was he a tall man, sbort man...

R, Was rather tall. his wits was tall...the wile was trom Waketield...but as tor
tishing I don't know...it they had tJme tor...

I. I'm just asking...pastors are also persons...wbat kind ot a man was he?

Ra 1'd 8&7 a good preacher.

%, Be -as a T8rY good preaoher bat do 1OU renember about h~ when he was pastor.
does anything 8tand out in your mind that...

HI lust now all of a 8udden can't think...there might ba?e been ?ery nice progrems
even...the whole parish would ba?e picnic8 together or gathertngs together.

II Did he start that,
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I wouldn't know, it was R8'9'erend Arvo Korhonen who was the main.. .to get the
parsonage park cleaned and had the picnics tbere...but we bad picnics at our
own place, at our park, before even the personage was done, very many picnics
by the river...by the bridge.

RI:

II On Sunday afternoons after church'

HI It was a whole da1 attair...the servi08 w.,kept at the park.

II Ob, they don't do it like that now.

Ra And we had a sto.e there and made lunch.

II Do you recall. can you descr ibe one of the p ionics. what they used to be l1k8
when they were over there.

Ra Well. ~er11ot ot people...horses, tew c&rs...lot ot children.

II Yeah, they had 'fery large t-.Uies at that time as compared to now.

HI Yes...then we bad a speaker platt~...put up h~ber where the Sunday SChool
ohildren would sing and give progrsm..~ny ot the children.

II This was a permanent platform that was there all the tDDe'

HI Well, several years.

II Anythtng else you recall about those.. .an,thtng more about.. .wbat was Mrs.
J'un tunen like'

Ra I'm very poor at describing people.

I. Then there was .Arvo Korhonen who was here for five years. he came in 19.39 to
1945. Whc-e was Kr. Korhonen fran,

Ra Be came trom Oulu. Wisconsin...he was an older man...he had the tmnily already.
there was tour girls.

II What do you recall of his stay here?

HI J: think all the people liked bim 'Yery much...she was a good choir director,
very active, I think more active maybe because the girls even were older al.
ready that sbe wasn't needed at home so much, 'Yery acti'Ye in church work...
and then the parsonage park was fixed and the, started the annual picnics,
par isb picnics at the parsonage park during biB t tae.

XI Can you rsnember the tirst picnic 11 ~u shut your eyes and think...

Ra W.ll, I remember several. I don't know which was the first one.

I. Must have been right around 1940 when this started...was it much ot a job to
clean up the park there'
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It wasn't as big. it's been smaller. it's been enlarged gradually.Ra

I, I'~e seen a picture of a wedding that was in the parsonage.
to hold weddings outside at tDnes'

Was it the CU8t~

I wouldn't recall an outside wedding there.. .but the weddings always were at
the parsonage...they've been at the parsonage since or up to something the '30
when the first wedding in the church was.

HI

ijp to 1930...that means tram approximately 1905 then through 1930.II

Ra Or many before we...there was a regular pastor they'd sp Hancock to be tor the
wedding, Hancock.

II Were any services 8'9'er held outside at the parsonage par~

Ra Yes, yes, there always was like a morning serYice and then afternoon program.

II so JOU to11ow84 the same pattern that JOu started over here on the r 1.er by
JOur tarm.

Ra Yes, yes.

II Is there anything e18e you remember about KOrhonen .then came BBnntDen.

Ra Korhonen w~t to Trout Creek from here...Banninen came fran New York...Barlem.
New York.

II Oh, right trom Harlem, that seems like an odd place tor a pastor in the Upper
Peninsula to came tram.. .he was here two years.

Rz He was before he came here he was a summer school teacher...anyway two years.
two summers.

II Teaching in confirmation"

Ra NO. summer school. ..that he knew the pariah.

II a,. old was he about when he came.. .did he cane straight from. the seminary?

Ra No, no, he had been nine years in New York.

Ia Oh, so he wes somewhat ot an older men, at least he...

RI Must have beS1 in 408.

II And this was in 1945 through 1947...as X understsnd it this was kind of a
turning point in the history. at least from the point of language.

RI Yes, and then when &nninen came here our soldiC"bo)'8 were caning home...
they put a Tery b ~ hamecaning or.. .what would you call it... welcome home
tor the soldier boys at our church.. .that was a Tery big affair.

II I :imagine 80\
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Ra Most of the boys were home already then.

XI Can you describe this affair"

R: It W88 a dinner and then a program...I don't remember the program too much but...

II D 1d many of the boys d 1e in serf'ice' I mean was that 1 ike a...

HI 1 can't remember...of the congregation.

II I just thought there might have been a mass mourning but eYidently not...how
did the gradual transition of the Inglish language start. ..how was it intro-
duced?

HI Like the Luther League and conftnDation and Sunday SChool books...they had to
be gotten new ones, the English books, the conf~tion...

II The teaching of' the children then was done in :Inglish'

Ra

II Prior to that t~e that was always in ~inn1sh too'

HI

II It's kind of a sudden obange...were there any sermons gl~en in lDglish by
Bann in 81 ,

HI Ch, yes, yes.

II Were all the sermons in :Ir1g1isht

Ra No, no, we still have sane J'inn today even.

II I mean, were most of them in Finn' Ebw did they handle the translation, that's
what I'm asking then the shift to the :Inglish language wasn't all at once,
ev idently every other sunday or so it would be in English and then the follc8 ~
SUnday in Finnish...did this upset the older people at the tDBe?

HI Ohl it must have.

Xa Do you recall anything. you were already an adult. how the old folks used to
regard this,

Ra Well. maybe many of the first settlers they were so old. many had passed away
even.. . that it could be same of them kne. some Bngl1ah. could understand it.

II 'Cause I've heard trom my own parents and tram many others that when they hear
a s~n in Inglish they just don't get as much out ot it as in Pinnish because
they learned their Christianity in Finnish and somehow it' s not the same, SaD.e-
thing is lost.

Ra It'D true, 1t'e true, and the h~, too...the hymns meant muchmore, th87ift-
n1sh h1DlDS.
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When you learned them.. .where did BBnninen go after this'II

Be took time.. .he took like a retirement or sick lea'9'e when he left trCD. here.HI

II Oh. he was ill'l

.And where did he...Ohio, I think he went to Fairport, to Ohio, tor a rest period.Ra

Do you recall where he went after that, have you ever heard 1 forgpt
to ask where all of the other pastors bave gone 80 we'll gp back to !mil Tervo.
Do you recall whs-e he went fran hs-e,

18

Ra Bveleth, Kinn~ota.

I.~ .And J'un tunen'l

RI: I wouldn't rSDSDber.

And you mention~ whm-e Korhonen went...now we're up to J'rans Koski. he was
here six years...again a bit longer...1947 right through the 50s to 1953...
through the Korean war. Where was J'rans Roald tran'

18

Ra: I wouldn't r~~er...did he CCDe tran Cal\ml.et or...

II He was more ot a local pm-son as you recall',

~. no. but that he had Cal\ml.et pariah.Ra:

Do ,ou recall where he wa~ born'18

HI J'inland .

Oh. he was tran :r1nland.II

Yea. and he was ordained at ""'(!D,i College.. .he was with a Finnish Sesnen's Kia-
a:1on in California tor a long time...and then after that he ODe to SUomi College
to take up pastor's job or study to be a pastor.

Ra

Br idently he was an older an. then.II:

HI Y-. 188-

Did he bave a tsnily'l,II

Yes. there was one daughter...the daughter W8& married then to our local boy.
Philip Wuori.

HI

What do you recall during his s;tay hm-e bow was !':rea Koski's wife during
his stay here.

II

Be bad a younger wife than he was...and Frans Xos1d. passed away here...he bad
been sway already for aeveral years but he cmne back to live at 'Jokela' s house

and he passed away in Pelkie, he's buried in our Pelkie csnetery.

HI
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Oh. be liked it so much hm"e he wanted to acme back aM live.II

Yes, he wanted to c~ back here.. .she' s 11-.1ng in Marshall nc..HI:

And you say in jokela's house...is that 'Jokela's house in..II

Where 'Jokela' B live now...SUlo.RI;

Would you recall anything kind at unique to his stay here...wbat he introduced
a:. did he handle the problsn of the two languages nc:.- being introduced'

II:

We hfKl during his time we bad to bave scxnebody f'ran IBncock cane and speak the
Inglish language, English services.

HI

Because he spoke only J'1m1sb'II

Yes...she did help...she spoke at like programs she would keep, she would speak
in BDglish...

Ra:

II: Do you recall her name'

...she was a 'V~y goal help to her...~~h Koski.Ra:

Leah...do you recall Banninc's wif~name'f
'1.

I .~

trom Fairport.Ra: Martha

And .Arvo Korhonen' 8 wife's nmne'Ia

'Mayme Mattson f'ran Virginia. Minnesota.Ra

II: .And .Aarne .Tuntunen' 8 .ue's: name'1
('

Kirlsn Sissala. Wakefield.at:

And Bnil T m"V o' S . if e' s nam.e'Ix,
B~tba Lilja frail Iron Belt. Wisconsin.HI:

.And ])J,'Yid Samanen'awite's D8met; Well. you wmoe almost perfect there. that's
pretty gocx1...so wsa this again 8Vmoy other week you'd get a speakmo. J'innish
speaker. from ~COCk?

II

Ita Dur ing whose time?

During Koski's t ;me.II:

Ra: Koski spoke the 7inn...we had 8~ 88D.inarian or 8)mebody trCD Bancock maybe
once a Dk'nth.

II Would attmdance decline when these outsiders iran the sSDinary...

R:: No. no.
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So the older people or the persons who were older people at the time could
understand enough ~lsh to get saDething out of that.

1: I:

Rt;

Then thm-e waS' .Toe J'UnttUa who was hmoe tor three years fran 19..54 to 1957...
whmoe was .T\8ttUa fran do you recall his wite's DBmet

II

(DBa She was 'Julia Wa1ikainen f'ran South Benge.)~1: I cannot recall.

About how ol~J'untt ila came f'ran South Range and 89' idently his . Ue came also.
ot a mn was: he when he camet

II

lb. I don't think l\8ttlla was fran the seminary but can't recall frail whm-e
he came. (DRI; Beedley. California)

Ra:

so he bad had some preY ious par ish and 80 he was probably middle-aged or older
man.. .d 1d he bave a tmnU".

II:

Yes. there's two daughters and a son.HI

~ did he hAnd] e the language or how was the language diff'moence handled'XI

~ was 'Very S)od in both languag~. 'Very good...'VBrY good with both.H8:

That must haw helped with that part icular problen...'II

HI Y..
...as tar as integl."atiDg the ch\n"ch. ..W88 he handling three parishes at the tiDe,x,
Yes. it's been three. I'm sure...19...what was it...R1

'l'el1. - was here during 1954 and 1957.II;

Yes, it's been three already then.HI

was it three during Banninen's'II

HI: I doubt.

During Xosld.'s s:ix years? So it's somewhere in that area then...we narrowed it
dCMu...what do ,ou recall about :unttila's days h.-e. he was here three years.

II

8mB TWO

HI Be wmt to L' Anse. L' Anse parish.

And then thc-e was lauri Pikkusaari who was here for s:ix yec-s trcm 19.58 to 1~.
nm-e was he fran?

II

B.. He cane fran Copper C1 i1'f. Canada.
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II Was he born in Canada there'

No, he was ordained to the ministry in J'inlam and he cmne to C~~da in 19.38.HI:

lac Do )IOU recall his wife' s ~

RI Olga PildtU8aari.

.And she was Iran...XI

J'lnland.Ra

They wm-e married then when they cmne hc-e!II:

Ita Yes:.

II Could he speak :&1glish'

HI Yes.

So he would handle the both of' the Finnish and Bnglish sermon?II

RI: Not as gpod as the former. the one before, JUnttila.

II He bad more problSDS in ~lish since he was trCD J'mland. yes.

Ra Yea.

What do you recall about the ch\n"ch dur iDS his stay here'II

Well. I think Tery many people ljked him because of his caning fran :rinlaZMl.
that his services were Tery deep aDd...

HI

II Very J'1nn1sh.

Ra Very J'1nniah...that 8aD8thing brought back J'1nl~d to ths.

That's very good...can you amplify that or expoUDd on that...like what was it
that he contributed specifically...I see what you mean by going in deepmo but
can you. like. give an example!'

II

HI Be liked to 'Visit at banes 'Very much and especially with the older people kept
pray~ tor the older people.. .he was 'Very good at this that he'd go to 'V 1si t
ban and she w~t with him always, they'd sing am...

I," At the h~-'

RI .At the h~ they wel"e vel"Y active in this kiM of visit, l.ike deaconess work.

II That always has been a part of the pastor's job hm-e. right,

RI: Yes. ..end she was very act ive in the work ot the church. too.. .she was a cbo ~
djrector. very active with the Guild.. .Pastor Pikkusaari is buried hm-e in our
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csnetm-y...he went tran here to °&8D&. Wisconsin. and was there only a year
when he died d~ing a heart surgm-y.

I I; .And be wanted to be bur fed back bm-e'

Ra Yes...their son was buried here and he's in our cemetery, too.

II: He must baTe deYe1~ed very strong roots here while he waa hmoe. he was here
six YMrS which was generall1 the longest time theywmoe here...and he got
along very well with the oldmo people.

Ra Oh. yes...she 18 li...ing n~ in Toronto. she has a daughter in Toronto. too.

18: Then thm-e W88 Blward Gi'oop...he was also here six years, a very long time...
1964 tm-ough 1970. (DBa, through 1969) Whm-e W88 Pastor Groop traa?

He cme from the ssnlnary, too...he came frcm the Pacific Luthmo&n Sen1nary,
Oalitornia Bcokeley.

It Be was a very young man'

HI Yea.

II: .1nd how d jd he deal w1 th the language problsn,

HI: Be liked to visit with the 7iDnish people and liked to 1.earn the language but...
at a few func-als he did read a few '9'S'ses fran the Bible in 7inniah...be lMrn~
that much.

II: so he tried...

BI Be tried.

II ...to do what he could but he wasn't. shall we say. canpetent or flUSlt in Fin-
nish. by any ~s.

Ra: No. no.

What bappmed to the J'inniah-speaking congregation msnbers at the tjme'1

HI Well. that time we had and still have Reverend Bilinen caD.1ng to our parish...
and dur ins (hooop' s time we had once a month Ss."Y ice in each ot these three ch\m~
chM rota't iDS like once here. thm the next t me would be !fiBula and then the
tollow iDS mo.

II .And Balinen would carry this on.. .whm-e 1s he trcmt

HI Be's in Hancock...he's with the Lutheran Social Services, as pastor.

II I mean ..he born in .l'inland or was be born in the Oopper Countr~

HI He was born in J'inland and ordained to the ministry in l'inland.
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II: I see.. .and Pastor Groop's wife was the former Margaret Leinonen from .Annamal. e.
KiIl!18Sota...Was she involved in participating in the work of the church'

Ra Oh. yee...and when they cmne here they ~ tbree sons. they had one son born
h..e.

II: .And tran hm-e Pastor Groop went to Newberry. right'

Ba

It Now we'll 8P fram specific pastors to the Guild, the Jbmen's Guild...can you
recall when this was started' It was started by Mrs. Iknninat.

R. Pa&tor anninen's w1f'e...roore 88 a Mission Circle at first.

II: .And what were the activities and purpOBM: at the tjmef

HI: We were to help mission fields...'course most of it was- for the church. too...
11 ke money that we'd help the church in money-

II Raise money.

Ra Held meetingac once a month...we'd have Bible stmy and business meeting.

II That started. then. around 1945-46'

Ra

II .And do you recaJ.l ws-e thm.-e many mElnbera when it first started'

Ra: Itd say arcual 20.

I. Waa she the, shall we call, the leader or did she preside oyer this.

HI; Yes. she would be like a Chah'lDSn.

II What language was spoken in the..

HI It was: Bnglish.

II: !tis it always been hgliah,

Ra; Yes.

It

HI:
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I., .And they've always been generally once a month.

It: Yes.. yes.

II Jnd now it's on the fourth Tuesday...you mentioned something about cottage ser-
vices.. .can you describe what a cottage service is.. .they'.held at home. you
say?

HI; They're held at h~es...Pastor would be there...we'd sing. sing an _tul lot...
the 1dDe that bad the service they WQ1ld arr8:1.ge tor progr8D.. ask difterent
people to cane with program. reedings. songs. duets...

II was this just the WaDeD of the Guild or was this evm-yone!

HI It W&ac everyone. everyone. ~ung md old. everyone.

II Would the entire congregation come'

Ra Well. anyway the location whm-e the service would be the neighbors arouM thm-e
would .,...y much attetMle

X8: But the entire congt'egation didn't come...

HI: Well. not everyone. no.

:It ...because they couldn't fit. When was this started aa you recall...this. bow
do you say it in ISUaD.en kielil (Fim1ish)?

Ra Xot ihartaus .

II: When was this started, during whose. so this started oft more as a Ladies'
Ajd Society, probably the beginninga of What attm-wards t\n'ned out to be the
Guild'

HI: y~. and the ladis' Aid was: started in 1915 already...and they met maybe even
twice after every two weeks at first...they were quite active...and then...

II And this started aroU1¥1 Tm-vo's the h~e and you say this: thing stopp8:1 sane-
.h~e aroum...

Ba Would it be lunttUals or P1kku...we still bad it with Pikkusaari, yes, yes...

it must be when Groop...

II When ~oop cane around the ~ly 1960s or mid-1960St around 1964 it began to

stop.

R: Yea.

II; What was the purpose of it? Of' do 1ng this"
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I. I can see where this would really enhance fellowship by combining it more with
the wamth md the visiting of the home.

Dd for a tme we had our church m8Dbersh1p di'9'ided like eight groups and once
a month one of these groups would ha'9'e a program serYice at the church where
the group, there was about seven to ten mSDbers in each group, they'd pro'9'ide
the program and the coffee for that evening...they were well-liked...we still
miss then now.

Ra

II When w- this started? What did ,on 0811 this. was there a DBme tor this,

HI They were group programs.. .tbe ones at church.

la- When was this started...about during...so this started around Jrvo Korhonen's
period. approximately 193'7. we're not certain of the date. and when did this
seem to stop or fade out of the practice of the church?

Ba I think 1 t would be when Groop has CCDe.. .and many of the program, it was
quite a b1t..~y of the older ladies they'd read in Finn, the program was
much in J'inn, and then for a while it was that there was much of both...but
when the 3IOuuser ones then, the Bnglish-speaking ones, should have taken over
Y think it died with that.

I. So this pract1ce of wbat we might call the ~oup pro~&n was Tery much t1ed to
the older tradition and the J'innish language and it Beans that the more adults-
or this was carr i81 on more by the older p~ple and when Groop c~e s89'.-81
things stopped...the cottage Se"1C88 kind of stopped and this pro~am stopped...
were the cottage se"1c- generally in J'inn1sh 81s07

HI Yes. yes.

II So those came to an abrupt balt probably because Groop amply couldn't haMle
the language.

Ra Well. I don't know, it could be that we bad Tery many older women who were Tery
good readers t~ dittm-ent religious papers. periodicals...vS'y good readers:
and would it be that they just 8)t too old to give the pro~am and the youngS'
ones didn't like to do it, to giTe a program 1 don't know.

II: Why did the ,o\mger ones not se- to.

RJ I wouldn't kn~ why we don't have it.

II Did they have a Luther League at that t1me?

HI Yes, the Luther Leagues had their own program, too.

II: When did the Luther League start'

Ra Well. the Tery beginning of the Luther League. or it was called the Young Peo-
ple's Christian .Association. was started already in 1914...but then the name to
Luther League has been...it could be al~eady with )mil ~8r'9'o' s ttDe that the
Luther League name was taken aver...and then this English e'V'8n taken with it.
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II
I

The group progrmn was called by the Finnish name IRytIDa 1uhl~I...it was quite a
thing to see at the tine...the older wamen of the church were very skilled at
reading. they were very knowledgeable and they enjoyed this opportunity to wit-
ness. to sbow thedr faith...this is not done by the young people now and by
several of the older members of the church it is felt that something very good
and very nice and very jmportmt to the work of the church bas stopped.. .69'i-
denta117 it was Sopped because the older women woo practiced it were simp17
getting too old to perform their roles in it and at the same timr Pastor Groop
was not t.iliar with the Finnish language...O. K.. in this Byiuua .Tuhla. the
literal translation of it is group festival. or group celebration. B:Jw were
these groupe divided or what ws the basis?

The consregation, like different localiti..Ra

Wbat local1t1M were there a8 you recall'x.
Well. there was Papc. Papen people. Pelkie. Poplar cotmtry. and then the first
Xyro 9'OUP. ~ road. ~ist Kill road. Proberg.

Ra

Was there a Pine,..areek one or were they in Poplar country?II:

They were with the Poplar..'pine Creek.Ra

II: Were there any IOOre to your knCMledget

They were JOOre like .Apostolic around that area..ePme Creek.RI

so it was the neighboroood caning together, putting on, planning a program, and
putting on the perto~ce, it we want to call it tbat, the readinga...

18

HI Program md coffee.

!'or the ent-ire congregation...and this was generally held on a...II

HI Sunday evening.

Can you describe the ld.nd of program. wbat walld be iDt'olved generalll1n such a
program?

x.

The pastor was there of course always and if we had a choir the choir would s~.Ra

It I mean wbat sequence of th1~ would take place'

'l'ell, first we'd bave singing. s89'eral so~. prayer. and then the different
readings, w~t8Yer readings Sld 80nsa, there could be musical numbers. especial11
of the ,ounger...piaoo solos and _)!be it they could pla1 saae k1JMl of instr\Bent.
end with a prayer and song...and then the coffee.

Ra

II Pikkusaari had a heart condition...he had it already when he cmne haoe...and what
else'
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