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SUOMI COLLEGE, HANCOCK

ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM

Folkl.re 1a Upper Michigan

INTER' IEW B~WEEN:
INTERVIEWEE: :Mre. Ieaac Karjala
mTERVIEWER: Arbutus B1e18e
SUBJECT: Experience8 in Dever and HUbbell Location.
DATED: Novamber 19, 1973

B: I'm Arbutus Bleis8. I liTe in Hubbell and I'd like to interview
Mr8. Karjala. She alee lives in Hubbell. How long have ,eu lived in
Hubbell, Mre. Karjala?

K: :r1tt.Y year8.

B: Mrs. Karjala I know that over the years many changes have taken
place. I'd like to start with your early childhood and go on tram

..- there. Where were you b~ra?
,I:: I was born on the farm up there.
B: i'fuel~e' s up there':

K: Golf C toad

B: Can th att .t your tam1ly~1 I 't;.

K:Well, there were two girls and thre
sietere was married and waa gone.

on th farm. One or myboys

B: What did your d~d do tor a living?

v! Juat farm. He used to work in the mine. tor years before; 17yeara.

B: Iy goodne8s that waS a long time. How did he travel to get to work
t. 'the mlBe.

; 'Nell he was living closer a't that time.K=

B:I see, that was before he lived on the farm.
school?

Where did you go to

K: Dover.

B: And taat is located in Dover-On.co Location.
was it?

What kind of 8ch8o1
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one room schoolK:

B: How many students were there in the school'

Oh1 there was altogether with the grades about sixty.K:

How many teachersB:

K: Only.ne.
On. teacher for all those students. From what kind of familie8 did
the children come from? Were they Finnish or?

B:

nationalitiee too.but there were otheK: Mostly :F1nn18h,

frem farm families?B: Were the school children mostly

K: ~o8tly farm fami11ea.
will you tell me how students dressed those d~8 when they went to

sohoel?
B:

The were pretty .ell dressed just about what the style waa
K:

I see. Ho. did they get to~school those days?B:
There was no busses then orSome walked, others came on skiis.

anything like that.
K

Did e tudente have to travel very tar to get to echo.l?B:

some of them.Over &:,m11e,K:

B: How was the .cheol house heated?

With a pGt belly stoveK:

Mnat did they burn in that pot belly stove?B:

They had wood and coalK:

that provi~iJ Did the school to out and buy it?B: How was
They'd bring 1 t in the coal bin everyThey DlU8 t have bGugh t 1 t .

fall.
K:

Did any of the students have to keep the p.t belly going during the
day or did they have a regular jan1 tor]B:

Whoever got there first ~t a fewNe, the janitor never came.
blocks or chunks of coal in.

K:

What kind of iubjects did you take? Do Y0U remember
those early years of schooling?

taking duringB:
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It was the general, trem first to eighth.K:

B: How long was the school day generally? What time did school start?

I guessand we got out at tourK: At nine, ,
B: So it was pretty much like we have now. ~. there very many in a

61a,ss?
.e~e all them children inI don' t remember about that becau8e there

one school, you knew, well
K:

B: So it's hard to remember. How many grades did t~ take care ot in
the ODe aoho81?

Up 'to 8 eventh gradeK:

Wae there a kinderg&rten than?B: There were seven grade..

K: No.

B: They didn't have a kindergarten. In general what was the highest
grade that stu4ents generally went? Did they go on to tinniah that
seventh grade or eighth grade or what was generally the p.11cy?

Well, the way I got left from that. The teacher roomed at the H~JU~8
and she taught the girls and it was too far for me to ge there. She
taught the eighth grade at the house. I was.' t included in that.

K:

B: You were telling me in some cases where you skipped a grade or two
evell.

or were your grades .. high or what was theB: Was that the reason,
reasoB.?

I guees. I suppose maybe I could make the Jump.K: Convenience.

B: Well, looking at those report cards, I could see why you could make
the jump with such excelle.t report cards even after having skipped
two grades.lIve wondered about the children those days. What did they do tor (J

entertainment, those young school children?

You mean around the school?K:

what did they do to takeYea, around the school and even at home,
up the time?

B:

but they used to play ball and have differentK: There was work to do,
kind of running game.

B: They did Aave chores.

K: Oht ye8.
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and

K:

there aDy high schools in this area?B: Wer

K:

.egesWere there any coB:

clo~Not ver:

B:

walk around a letWell we used toK:
I know I heard .: studentsYou'd walk from one home to another.

sk11ag together.
B:

we'd skii and ekate a lot.Yea,1::
get toB: Ohl you had your ice r1nk8. Did you ~e to go Tery tar t,

ice rink?

Some of them two ml1e8 even.K:

B:

I suppose s ome did. But I think it' s over twenty anyway.
Well,K:

'B: ~ere there very many divorces?

I never heard of' them..K:
Ohi they just weren't thought of.
Did parents ever pick out mates.B:

K: Not that I know of.
Can you tell me what the

Well in the country it wae mostly farming, but if they went in the
townlef course,thaa they worked in the mine.K:

,t kind of tarm.i~ did they do'Vhe:a you say farming, now wh~B:

Well geD.eral farm.1ng.K:
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K: Well they d1~.t have too big farms here. They had in other places

probabl7, but they had milk cows and used to 8ell cream and 1 t used
to go on the train.

I 8uppose they made butter.B:

they made butter.K: Yes,
or grain fields or wheatDid they plaat huge gardens those day.,

fields or?
B:

I don't know if I should tell 7ou. MY dad was the first one that
planted grain over there.

K:

~What kind of grain did he plant. oats?ReallytB:

it was barley.K: No,

Was it a success then?B:

Yes, the. after that they started wheat and everybody started

planting.
K:

there were no tractors so what didB: That was interesting. Of course,
they

K: Her.e. ot course, a team ef horses.

B: Did they try any other grain?

they planted rye and others too.K: Yes,
B: Later onl I know. potatoe8 got to be well known around here because

so maay rarmers started planting potatoes. Did they plant a lot way
back then.?

1:: Well, they had'pretty tair amount but they didn't plant them ia-~_..;:1
such big amouate &8 .ow, but I thiDk they took better care of their
potatoes and you didn't get green potatoes like you do .ow?

I see. And of couree the didn't use the commercial fertilizer like
they do now.
I know that stre~t cars traveled here those years.
where some of the street car lines were located?

B:

Can yeu tell me

Yes, One started from eighth stre c.t and came all through the town of
Calumet and then down to Lake Liaden and came up to Hubbell. That' s
w88-.re they had the end of the li.. . The ether .ne went from Mohawk
to Hought.., I guees~i~ W&8.

K:

What did it cost for you to ride the street car, say ~rom Calumet to
Hubbell? Do you have any idea?

B:

I don't remember but it must have been about fifteen. or twenty cents.
K:
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rould 1 t take very long for the street oar to travel that distance?

B:

K: No, maybe about a half an hour.

Did people depend a lot an the street car to get back and forth to

work?
B:

Some did.K:

Othere used it as a way of getting s.me shopping done I suppose.B:

there was no care them d838K: Sej1,
I wanted to ask you whether you can remember the first cars that
appeared and when they came about in this area.

:8:

Well 1 t was in 1916, around there I know I that was when we go t our
first 4ar.

K:

B: {{as that your tather.~

YesK:

Did he drive it h1maelf'B:

the boy drove it.K: No,
Were the roads, those that were driven over with horse carriages
o.k. tor the cars to traTe~ on?

B:

the roads came after the cars.K: Oh~ yes,

B: So they built the new roads then.

K: But you see the oars were built higher then

So they could go over f.ugher reads and travel them. You were tell.
~~e that some of the roads weren't in the best of shape. You
were telling me about s.me fellow having so much trouble.

B:

Well you ee6, the roads were.'t as good but the tires weraa't either.
the tires .ere ver7 pcor. One fellow had seven punctures when he

went to Lac La Belle.

K:

t. stop and fix it each time?Would he haveOhl IDYl sevenlB:

the*l."felves.""'"'Yes. They fixed theD

remember anythingI see, 80 they'd just get out aad fix ~t. Do YOl
else particular about those first cars?

:B:

Well, what I didn't 1ike about them was, you had to drive S8 fast 1~
order to get decent light and then it was always that cranking.K:
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Weuld you say theyI see, you had to orank it to get it started.

were pretty comfortable to ride?
B:

Well we thought 80, but they had curtain8 on. They weren't nothing
like the sedans which came later with the glass.

K:

just had curtains'B: The original ones

you know.they only had the curtains on,f{"! Yes,

B: With no glass windows

Yes.

Well then they were jast a summer carB:

Well they were but later on whea they started driviag more and still
the roads were_It made tor the cars, but b¥ and by one fellow told
me he thought his car was broke. It was in the snow bank. the k148
came aloag trGm high school and said no ~o that, and d8 this and go
tha t way ~ you'll ge t out and he said he got out and he had order-
ed a wrecker because he thought it was brokem.

K;

juat that he d1da't under-OHL.so it wcsn't broken a:fter all;
stand how to drive:i,.tt.

it WG.8B:

K: No, he didJ1't know.
B: I was g.iDg to ask you about establishments in Hubbell.C.. you remem.

ber what kind of stores there were .r what was in Hubbell at that
time?
We11 there wae a hardware e tore, calle. McDona1da, and a 11 very
stable, fIcan't remember the aame now, oh1 Slattery' 8K:

I've been give. the impression th8ttthere were quiet a few busines8
houses in Hubbell and of course there i8 nothing much there now so
it is hard for me tQ imagine that there would be all these.

B:

Of course, there was stores, you know grocery stores.
there was an Opal store.

Of course,
K:

What did Opal sell?B.

K: Clothes.

So there was a olothiBg store:B:
to the next town.there was no way of go ing always1;: Yes,

What about Calumet? Is there anything in partlc~ar that you remembe.
about some of the establlshmeate that were there than that we do.'t
have now?

:B:
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K: Well, they had a theater in Laur1um that 1sn't there DOW and
hasn't be~ there tor years. ADd they had one o. F1~th Street in
Calumet.

B: I 8UPLOS8 the had livery stables up in

K: Yes, they had them all Gyer; they had them iR quiet a few places,
and we used tc go to the cemetary in hacks.

B: What were hack.?

K: Well it was those hacks that the horses pu~ed.

B: t. theIeee, jo that w~
Lakeview Ceme'taq?

the way you got out there, tha1t was

K: Yes, they used to bury all winter, you know, right in the grouad.
It i8n' t too 1886 they chaaged it.

B: I wondered toe about doctors there very manythose daye. Were

K: Well there was a few. I don't quiet remember, wheR your young you
don' t always need the doctor. Everybody dida' t run to the dector
them day. like they do now.

B:

K:

They took care of their own accidents at home,

Yes.
18uppose.

B: Do you remember aay of the doctors names that were.

K: There was Dr. Iabba.

B: Ia Calumet

and Ko4vupalo.K: Yes,

What about hospitaJ.8;B: were there any ho8p! tal. around

There was ene 1a Lake Linden;
and Hecla Hospital 1a Calumet.

there was ODe in Laur1um) and CalumetK:

B: So you had three in this area.

K: And there was in H&Doook

B: De you remember it a doctor had to go to 8ohool as many years &8
they do now.

Oh! yes, I think it's about the same.K:

Bt I know teachers d1datt spend as much time as they do now

K: Oh~ no.
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teacher. How much timethat went to school to beB: You had a friend
did she .pend?

Before 1925 when you went to scheol pd got through high 8chool
and weRt six weeks to Northera, well you could teach. But after
1925 that was out.

K:

B: ~he. you had to go on tor

K: Four years

B: But that was after 1925.
Ta.A I've wondered what kind ef 8ports did they have around here at
that time?

they had skating and hockey in the winter and skii~.K: Well,
I mow I heard quiet a bit about cross country skiing so they must
have had a real big doing over it.

B:

And the beys would build their own jumps.

Ski1 jumps?:B:

there was baseballYesK: &ad in the SWDmer,

amoag themselves or with ether teams:Did they juS t playB:

they played with other teams but they diu' t go too tei.r because 1 t
was.'t 80 euy the..

1::

what did women do?I wondered about hobbies for women,B:

Well they took care Gf their house and most of them sewed their own
clothes and the ohildreae clethe8.

K:

Did you or your mom have to wash clothes on an old was. board?B:

Ol~ yes, we waehed oa the board. Then we got a funDy ktDd Gf washer.
You had to go back and forth on that haadle.

K:

a. meter on it.it didn't hay,I see,B:

K: Oht no

It was haad operated. Caa you remember the first motor operated

W&8her?
B:

but then it was gaaoline.I ca:a' t remember what year,K:

B: It was gasoliae operated. That must have been quiet an improvament
over the hand washing on a board or your first ODe that you worked
the handle baok and forth.
DI th..e days I know wome. were so creative, what other things did
women do for hobbies like or maybe in some Ca8es it was a aece8s1ty
too?
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K: Well, they did a lot of knitting, some crocheting,besides sewing.

B: They knitted for their families.

K:

cJ: htB: I wanted "1;0 as1!
many ohurd,hes?

.rc Lnd there very

Yes,
Coun

tOI a ti. ther
t a

t 4
.

,0 11 .tontr 1abou
urch

~
c

B. :>nsD1:rfereat cox
.~'

v:! LdYes, ~d di~ferent nationalities, Italians had a churc~ Freno
a churOh, and the Fins had churches.

B: So each nat1oaa11ty had a church'

K: Yes, there was enou£h of them then at that time.

B: Did most of the families 10 to church?

K: Yes, they went with hors'e to church.

B: Did they have such a thing as SURday School ~or. children those days?

:1:: Oh1 yes.

B: Did children attend pretty re~arly~

K: Most of the time I guees.

B: I suppoee tranaportation was a real problem

(we are looking at an old obituary card)
K: See this i8 Malisku- she died i. March.

B: You were
that?

telling me about thi8 epidemic $hat occurred, what year was

K: It'. 1906.

B: What was the epedem10 you said thaTh1t the school 80 badly':

K: Well it was allover. It was Diptheria and 8car1e~ fever. They
generally go hand and hand and almost every house lost a child. Some
lost two.

B: My,that was a great loss.

K: It sure was.

I 8uppo8e before vaccinat1oBB, or d1d they have any vacc1na-B: That was
t1ou?
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I never heard.K: I don't thiDk they had for that.

that time of the epedemio?B: Were school closed down dur1ne

Schools were closed where I was for two months and two weeks.K:

What time of the year was that epedem1c?B:

K: In the winter.

Winter months.B:

K: It was toward spring when we went to school again.

Did thi8 epedemic 8eem to hit the whole county or was 1 t just on the
North end or

B:

Upper part anyway.K: I th1Dk 1 t waa allover the

I suppose some had the illness but in a milder case that they didDt)~
die with it like Bone .t the others did --at weren!t able to tight
it.

B:

because they weren't all meant toK: Weill suppose that waS
go.

the case

There was a thing I was going to ask you about neighbors. Were neigh-
bors close to one another, i. I meaD that they did things together
and were concerned about the ~ext ene. Now ~83S you do.- t evea know
your next door neighbore-.me times. What waa the relationship between
neighbors those years.?

B:

K: Some never liked to get close, but taere were ~ome that were re~
goa4, they were always concerned and whaa the~ knww you needed help
they were always there. We had a neighbor, that even if he dida't
have it himself he'd come and hel.p with the hay, to get it in if it
l.ooked like rain.

B: That was a big help to have someone give a helpiag hand.

K: He was good.

B:

K:

B: Sure and th~ could g1.e one another a helping hand and sometimes
whea thel/n8t;;ded it there was someone ready to help them.
I wondeJed 1r times and things changed very much from the time you
went to school to the time when you were mar~ied and ssnt your own
youngsters to school.

K:
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what the teachersThey generally had to listea to the teachers,
gave them. and told them.

B: When your youngsters went to 8ohool wae it still a one room school
house or had it changed at all?

K$ No, well some had the one rOGm yet but not in our area. We were in
a better populated section but our children used to go on the train
to Dollar Bay tor awhile.

B: They taaveled by traiBt

K: Yes, Before the busees came in

BJ Did you live in Hubbell then?

K: Yea, we lived in Tamarack Mills location

B: You lived in Tamarack Mills and they traveled by train to go to
Dollar Bay.
./as the school ltcated anywhere near where the high .chool 6s

located Bower

It's in the same placeK:

B: Oh~ I 8ee, and they had th early grades in Dollar B8¥ at that time.

K, No, they had them here at Tamarack Mills. They had two schools here
but they used

Ez I see, they had the early grades here and also in Dollar ~?

K: Well, I think they started in Dollar Bay from the eighth grade on.

B: Wae the train tare p&id tor by the school or did you yourselves

K: W411, it was the same ~ &8 the bus~e8 .ow.

B: It was furnished. Did Do11ar Bay have twe1ve grades there?

K: Yes, rrom eight to twelve.

B: Was the school system at all like it is aow where the students mGve
from one class to another or did s&y one teacher take care o~ al~
the ninth graders? Do y.u remember?

K: I thiDk that each teacher had their grade

B: The entire grade.

K: Yea.

B; With the children that went t. school when your youngsters did,
were there ohildrea from higher cla8~ income going to these classes
too?
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I supp_d there...:were some. I didn't know too much about them.Well,K:

B: So even it there were, trom their dre8s you couldn't really tell
then whether they were from higher income or not.

K: No, they were all pretty well dre8sed.

I .endered it from these higher income if aD7 one ..~d haye made
&By ooments as to whether the students were more learned e :: because
they had more books or records or so~ething like that around the
home where the people trom lower income had to improvise and make
up their own game8 and things like that. Do you have any ideas on
that? I'm thinking of Head Start today, especially in som~ of the
c1 ty areas where the youwgstere have so few luxuries in comparison
to those that are from families of higher claesjthat you can ~..
youngst...r8 that are at a dieadyantage. I'. realJ.y glad for Head
Start, that they do have a chaace to learn in some area8 where they
haveQ't been able to pick up.

:8:

K; Well, I do.lt know too much about them. It 8eems to me that I didn't
hear, there was net tov much trictioD about that.

B: I see, I mow those days families were close...and parents did things
with their youngsters that eveD if you were from a lower income \~

lots of times you were at an advantage than the higher income .ow
a~ da,., because families were close and did things together.
I understand that years back they really used these waters tmcrch
Lake)ffor navigatioD. It was Bothing to see the boats come in here.
~t~did the boats come in here for?

K: Well, they used to be the freighters, the coal boats. They'. come
in and bring in coal to the dock for the C&H mines and mills.

B: There were ~ven maybe way backL I understand that my trandmother 0
came on one of the baats from ~1DlaDd and that it docked *ight
in Lake Linde.. They must have even had passenger boats for awhile.
Can you tell us anything about tho8e?

K: We~~, I wouldn't know too much about them, but they used to be boats
that used to come and get the copper from the smelts.

B: Would aD7 of these boate come in to bring food-- supplies like that
do you know?

Well they wouldn't bring them here" I don't think unless they stopp-
ed in Houghton because the whole houeee were down there.

K:

B: Oh1 the wholesale houses were in the Houghton area.
How often would you say you'd see boats come in here with coal?

K: Ohl the later part of the summer there would be quiet a few.

I8 that the only way they got coal in here1B:

K: That's the only way they got it here at that time, and they used to
bring i~ with the train, the freight cars to Calumet and to the
mines.
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B: 0.. you mean frem the dock here.

Did people use coal for fuel ve~ much then

K: Yes, they used coal. It was the 80ft coal and you could buy it
cheaper from the company. But the comp&a¥ didn't like that exact1y
because they ea1d they're not in the coal dealing business. But
they were good about it. They'd give to their employees, or sold
it.

B: So they gave the employeee a ohaaoe to bpy it.

1:: Yes.

B: They were good to their employees weren't
K: They were.

they?

B:
K:

lor the instance the homes.
Wall like here we used to have an ice rink. Mr. Burgan, he was good.
He had it all fixed up and then he had a man come at )'o'clook
and supervise that everybody was doing what was right and this man
would stay on until 11 Q' clock because his shift was over. Sametimee
the boys would help him to flood the rink and eve~body weat skating
and had a good time. Some hadn't skated for ten years, others
fifteen and twenty years.

B: That was real nice of the oompaay to fUrnish the labor for that.

theK: He Dever got credit for that and II. 80 8orry for that.

B: Well what about th
they?

company hvme8 They built the homes t.o didn't

K: The company built homes, they built schools,
and these were all company built here.

they built th~ has ,1tal

B: Did the people have to pay very much rent,
otherwise, do you know?

in comparison to rent

K: Well, most of them on this hill .ere paying $5. We paid 86.

a month'B: That was $6.0(

K: And then the on~ other expense we had waS in the spring. We used
to pay the land lease and it was 817 and in that the water was in~
oluded.

B: allThat laid tOI' the water for the 'year

K: Yes.

B: Did.70U get your electricity through the company too or was the..

thaK: Ne, D.O, a powerwas througi, company.
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taken
B: So you got all your lease plus your water for $17.00.
K: But the rent was d1ffereat. It was 86.00 a month. That was

off from the pay check.

Then to make any improvements did the oompany
mente on the home?

make the improT8-:8:

If you had the heart to ask theOhl yes they did a lot of things.
more they did.

i:

They furnished *aF the paint for the homeB:

They used to do it.K:

they had their men do it?Oh!B:

OAt yes, but then gradually they changed, of course,the men demaJld-
ed more. Well of course, they had to take 8Offie of that away and
they .tarted g1 ving the paint the..

K:

So that one would do it himse1£.B:

K~-.:Yes.
B: Mrs. Karjala, it's been my pleasure to interview you. I sure enjoy-

ed learning 8o~e of the8e interesting facts that I never knew. I
would know that your such an active person and I wonder if you'd
like to tell us your age.

I was 80 years old last JuneWell,K:

What do you account for your ripe old age? Hard work, I know,
of the things you've done.

is one
B:

teel11ke you alway. like to go 0..Work and never quit;K:

B:

to church.it's a little over a mileWell,K:

B:

¥ou.tre welcomeK:

inter'Y1ew w1."tll you.
I want to thB.!\_K you very mu.oh.
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