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Interview with CHARLES KIEFER
by Paul Ja1kanen 8/9/72

c: he worked there, and he retired when he was 58

M: They got married in Keweenaw

c: Keweenaw County. in He~town. that's where they were married. and the 3 oldest
children were born down there but I was born up here and a sister and a brother

M: Charlie, you have 3 sisters, why sure, there's Kate, Susan and Annie

c: I had 5 sisters and 4 brothers, there was 10 ot us, 1'm the only one left.
don 't want me up there yet, the angels are not looking for me; They

P: When you're 94 they don't want you yet

M: Bo, they want to wait until he's 100.

P: What do you remember about your mom and dad? What kind of people were they?

c: They were he~t~ until they died. my mother lived to be 81. and my tather was 14
And he worked tor the company until he retired at 58.

P: He retired at 581

c: .He wasn't reeling good. Because of arthritis. And he was home and I used to help
him saw wood, with the crosscut. 10 cords a year, every rall.

P: This was in the 1880's! When you were 10-12 years old?

c: I was 12. I started to work when I was 14.

M: And she was only just a housewife.

c: Silver picker. I'd give halt tar the company and half for me.

P: How did 1'our dad like the company. did he like working tor C&H?

c: Dh, yes, they were all right.

M: He liked it there real well.

c: They were reasonable but they would never pay you much until the union got hold ot ths.
in 1913. The union got the union up here and unionized all the people, .from that time
on they had to p&1'. what others paid.

P: Do you remember the strike of 1913'

c: Sure, I V88 in business then. Started in the spring, and they pretty near broke me
in the fall, pretty near had to quit! I could have locked the doors, the sheriff
came up, lowed money and I c~'t ~ them. And I knew the sheri~f well, he come
up and he said, Charlie, I got orders to lock you up. OR, I said, don't do that,
(I ~orgot his name, a German ~ellow 1 veIl, he says, listen, try and make some p~ents,
will you, I sB¥S, whenever I get started again, when the strike is over, I was in the
parade, I paraded with the strikers,

P: Did you?

c: Sure. yOU had to be friends of theirs because they were the ones who bought stuff



P: 80 you co~dn't side with the company

c: Oh, DO, SO he S~s. try and make some p~eDts, here's the bills you owe. There was
2 places, I knew the 2 lawyers well, I worked for the fellow up Calumet, who had about
$800 to claim, I worked with him, he vas a bookkeeper when I yaa there

P: That Hennes vas down here in Lake Linden, vasn' tit?

c: On the corner. where the Quality is now.

P:
c:

c:
And that's where you were manager for awhile? /1 had a team for 7-8 years, delivery
boy, from 1900 to '07, and then I worked inside. I didn't mind the job, it was hard
work though, heavy, barrels of flour, bales of hay, and gallons of whiskey, wine,
sausage, pig's sides; people used to buy a whole pig; I'd have a whole pig, maybe 3 or 4
in the brig; I stood one up against the door one time,.'.I couldn't get in to weigh in,
when the lady opened the door to go outside in the kitchen, the pig fell in on her.
She bawled :me out the next day, a frozen pig about that high. I stood it up against
the door so it would fall in, feet first.

P: Come you quit being a silver picker tor ~t

.C They changed you as you get older. 7 months picking silver

P: How much money did you make on that

c I used to get $1 a shift. We used to help ourself to the silver, of' course.

P: Then you'd go sell it on the side?

c: Down at Houghton.

P: HoW' did you get to Houghton? Fram Lake Linden. Take the train?

c: I had a boy friend who had a nice horse, he had a grocery store and his father had a
farm and he had a nice buggy horse. We used to go on Saturday, I'd be filled with
silver, the boys, silver pickers, we'd all go together. And I'd go and
stay at ~ sisters' ~ at Hancock, he was a dre;y- man, I stqed there, Sundq
afternoon we'd go over to Condon's Park, my son-in-law, they named the park after Condon,

P: That's right!

c: IX> you know Steve? Distri ct judge.

P: Ya, I know his boys, Condon boys went to Hancock High school

c: Char1.ie. Roger and . And I'd stay there and on Sunday. we'd all go over in
the park and the gir1.s wo~dn' t 1.ook at the Hancock boys when we got there. Because we
had money. we could buy candy; when we got over there we had $20 each. But we only got
$1. a dB¥. Our parents gave us 50~ a month. spending. they didn't know we had si1. ver
money. and I'd say to Keith. how much do you get a month trcm your dad? 50~. I asked
Ben Waara. how much do you get? 50~. I think they were organized. We never got a
do1.1.ar. never heard one te1.1.ow say he had a do1.1.ar hcme. I'd bring the check home.
father wo~d gi Te me a 50~ piece.

P: You get paid once a month?

c: 5 weeks sometimes, 4 weeks, right at the end of the month.
And we'd go over there, Tom Lompre, of course Edmund is too young to know, his father
would know all those fellows. they're all dead now though, Tom Lompre was another



fellow that used to go there, he introduced me to some of the girls he thought

would like to meet me;

p Born!n '781This vas supposed to be 1902~O31

I was about 16-17 years old that time; that was before 1900 because I started to
work for Hennes in '98 and then I didn't go to Hancock anymore. Very seldom.

c:

Just looked around Lake Linden?P:

Ya, he looked around Lake Linden!M:

c: She came ~ong and I was 30 years old and she hooked me! She was 19 and I was 30.
So she came up ~om Champion, she had her folks move out and they worked in the sawmill
and she tuBsed around until she got me going.

I used to be dress maker; I used to do & lot of dress making.M:

I blame her tor it. I vas going to be an 01' bachelor.c:

Sure t and you would have a lot of money t too.P:

We got married in 1908 t so it was about 5 years after that I went in business

I left a big store and started one of my own.
c:

How did you get the money to start on your own?P:

One of the agents that I used to buy dry goods from, got to talking about, she was
talking about it, so I was talking to him about it, he S&;y'B, I'll tell you what I'll
do, Charlie, I'll get back again in a short time, I'll talk to about it,

one of the bosses in the Detroit house;

c:

He started him in businessM:

when he came back he said, I'll let you have $2,000 worth ot merchandise to start with.
Then I got credit tor about 1800, so tor $4,000 you could buy a lot ot clothes those
days; I had a tailor shop, too; we measured tellows up, sent to Chicago and had the
sui ts made up; $15 tor a tailor-made suit. And we made about $4 on each suit.

c:

Troub1.e is you started the business at the wrong time. 1913. that was a to~ time to

start.
P:

c: No, that was a good time, the strike didn't last long, a few months, they settled
and it was better after that; when I got through with those agents, a fellow I knew
as a lawyer' in Hancock had some; I went to : Detroi t when I was working for Hennes
be~ore I was in business, I knew him well; so he s8¥s, hell, I'll write to them, we'll
fix things up. I'll make 'em go 50-50, they'll have to give you half price; I s8¥s,
no, I don't want that, I want to P8¥ in full when I can. He says, don't be foolish,
haven't you got from them on your book already, I s8¥s, sure, well, he s~s,
they're not p~ing you now, are they? No, well, he says, wouldn I t you be glad to get

hal~ o~ it? I saiQ., I I spqs e. So he insisted, and ~ wrote down and made them cut the

bill in half; I can It think of his name.

People were lined up to the City HallWhen he started the business. he had & business.
to get in.

M:

I had a tailor. helper. my niece and another girl working t besides my self and 2 clerks
and a helper came in on Saturday afternoons from the smelter t Charlie Webber t from 1 until
we closed. Summer time the double doors were left open all the time t and they were
in and out t you couldn't hardly get in t

c:



And ~l you were selling vas clothing, basicallyP:

Y&.' ~en and bOfla. From 6 to men 54 size. I ha.d clothes tor men, 54 size; I had
clothes for men, 54 size. I used to sell clothes for people th&t come up hunting,
from Detroit and Chicago and Milwaukee th&t knew me; whenever they wanted clothes,
big fellows; a fellow come in one d~, says, Harry, have you got a 54 red jacket'?
Sure, boy, he says, if you didn't have it, I was going to hit you on the nose. He
says, I could have got one down Detroit, but he says Ilm going to wait till I get to
Lake Linden and get it :from you. So I got the jacket, put it on him. oh, boy, he says,

that's fine, oh. boy! And throws down a bunch of money.

c:

What kind of old characters do you remember in the 1880' s ,or characters that your dad
told you about, who worked for C&H, people who were really different, or did funny

things, or lived a hermit-life?

P:

Old fashioned.There wasn't very many, they were all pretty good ~ple.M:

I don't mean that they were bad people.pc;

This was pretty much of a stamp mill people t smelter people t and lot of woodsmen.
Several hundred woodsmen up here then. All by hand. There was no electric saws or
gas machines and all handwork t hand chopping.

c:

Do you remember some of those lumbermen that used to come in?P:

Barber Joe.c: Oh, yes.

Can you tell me some stories or same or those men?What were they like?P:

c: He used to cut their hair at the camps, they c~ed him Barber Joe; his name was Joe
Buvi t z; and Tony Ot"erman, he was an old timer here, Russian, he used to run a camp;
Frank Buschell, well-known, he bowled with our team in Hennes, he's in Detroit, he's
living yet; he's 96 years old; he was over to see us 2 years ago, and then about 3 years
ago I met him in Lake Linden; he came into Ed Chopp t s insurance office at the time;

deposi ting some money for the Building & Loan; walking with a cane; and he saw me;
he shook hands with me and he was a fellow of about 6'1" and a swell looking fellow,
well built and straight, well-educated, a college boy; and when he come in there, I had
to look at him twice but I saw him here about 5 years before that, the last time I saw
him &bout 3 years ago, why, he was shrunk way down, shoulders all bent over with a cane,

he didn't look like himself at all, I think he's about 5' now.

96 and you're 94.And he' s only about a couple years older th~yyou are.P:

He was walking. he wasn't straight. All stooped up. all shrunk down and fat. And he
was a swell looking man. one of the go-getters; he used to hack them shows. home talent;
light complexion. nice cur~ hair. straight as a whip. good bowler. too. We used to
have a bowling team, I belonged to the team for a long time. I had appendicitis in 1911
and I had to go to and have them cut it.

c:

8 grades?How many grades of school. did you go?How long did you go to school?P:

I went to school until I vas 14. But I bummed one yee.r.c:

No s he didn't go that tars he went 3 years and he walked in the :front door and walked

out through the back door.
M:

I 'Went to school until I W'aS 14. I was going to school when I went down to look for a
job. C&H.. Tom Dunstan was the head boss. I chored for him until about 2 years after

that and he says

c:



5.
P: What is chor1ngT What kind of' job is choring1

M: He means the work, chores; he was a choreman

Take care of' the garden, basement, beat rugs, had a cow and a horse; I used to milk
the cow; I was about 16 then so 01' Tom says to me, what can I do tor you, I said,
I want a job; I was about 14 years old, parents didn't want me to go to work, they
wanted me to go to school, I'ye already talked to them about school because I was
expelled once,

P: What did you do that you got expelled?

c Catholic schoolI went to the Convent.

P: How cane you got expelled! What did you do wrong?

c Everyth~ t I guess. I used to raise the dickens
Bob White was the teacher at that time t

I was expelled, I remember that

M He used to talk back to that professor. He vas a sassy boy when he was a young boy.

Anything'What did your dad say when you got expelled?

c I vent to the Convent then, that' s ~

p You went to school there.

M They took him in then

Before I went down to the works, I got the job, he says, what can I do for you, I said
I want a job, what I s your name, I told him (he didn It know me, Tom Dunstan) I lived way

at the other end of town, he lived by the mill. He never saw me before. Well, he says
come on to~w morning, bring your dinner pail, so I went home and said, I got a job
so I went to work the next morning with a dinner pail, they put me on picking silver

c

out of the rock?

M out of the copper

pan copper. it was flat, and you had to have the scraper in this hand and you push it
over. pick out the silver. all the vhi te spots. and then shake it down to the bottom t

put in another bunch. pick out the silver. just like a chicken picking corn.
I done that for 1 months. then they put me on finishing. he worked on
No.1. I worked on No.6. he died here a couple weeks ago. he was only 91 years young.
he was a foreman. he worked for the C&H all his life till he retired.

M Edmund's father used to work down there.

c His daddy, his uncle, they a1l worked there at the mill

p That I S all there proba.b1.y vas here.

c That's all there was unless you worked in a store. clerking or driving team.

M: There was lot of lumber camps, lumber jacks.

c: I worked choring 2 years and then I went up to Hennes I Store and I stood there, in the
grocery side, Mr. Hennes cane running down to me, how do you do, what can I do for you?
That vas Bob Hennes, not the fellow I'm talking about, he I s dead long ago t he vas a



6.
bachelor, never was married, I said, I would like to work in the basement, be a seller
if you could use one, oh, no, we don't want anybody in the cellar, I want you to drive
team, he insisted on me, I was Just about 19 years old, I said, I never worked in a
store before, I might find it kind of difficult, oh, he :said, we'll have a teamster
with you for a week because he's going to the nOndike to seek. gold and he's not coming
back, Henry MUrdess. The MUrdess' lived close to where fOu live, ~d.

P: You must have been -- 1897 when you got that

c: I was 19 years old

M: You know the first old people that came here

c: So he insisted on me taking the job and I didn't want it, I hated to go but he said,
that's your job, I had the job, he said, you're gping to work for us, I had you in mind
because we used to deal there and I came in with the book and charge everything down,
gp home and the man would deliver the goods. So I went out. After I had ita week or
two, I turned around one time by the depot and I was going to quit. Turned my' horses
around, I was going to go back and I was discouraeed. I was young, I only weighed about
135 pounds and I had a lot of heavy things to lift.

M: You had wild horses, too, and they would run away.

c: So then I stopped for a while. pondered it over. and I turned around again and I went
on the job and then that was it. Then I had job control. I was used to it. I worked
there about 8 years.

M: Tell them about the first old people that came to Lake Linden. Old Dorsa

c: Old business. old DorasT Your grandfather.

M: ~ grandfather

c: They built our house--oh, I got to tell you about the Lake Linden fire.
When I was 9 years old it burnt :from down the west end right to the north end, burnt
the whole town up, ~ that hi1.1., ~ those buildings, all you could see was main
street, can't think of the year

M: It was a long time ago, I was just a small

P: You were 9 years old when the fire was?

c: I was 9 years old when the tire was so that was 86 years ago

1886P:

c: Burned the whole town and I lived way at the end near the schoolhouse on the second
street from way down :trom where you come in Lake Linden where that big building is,
that's where the stores were, that's where it started, burnt the whole town, all the
hills, the brewery, and I lived by the schoolhouse. One house past our place burnt
right down and all you could see when you looked, every house had only wooden posts,
never had brick or cement those days, all you could see in town was black posts about
that high, all over town. And we young fellows used to go up, I'd take a wagon, I was
9 years old, I'd go over, we'd go down the basement, pull the sand away and there was
boxes o~ tomatoes, pears, peaches

M: all that canned stuff

c and we'd load our little wagon and take it home. And then I'd go and eat over at the

school house. they had in the basement those old, big long tables that everybody



us ed to have s the tire burned out s go over there and eat s they give you old
clothes s it you didn't like its you'd throw 1 t aw~ s come back and get something
better. School kids s our teacher was wa! t1ng on table.

Didn't your ~ather ever tell you about people that came here, like ?l' man Doerns?

And old man Norris"/
M:

" ,.our grandfatherOld JimOld Joe Beauchamp.c: Old Norris?

And built.They were the first ones that came here.M:

and who's that other te~ow lived by our house there?

I just ~l.d you a whil.e ago, now I forgot.M:

Those 4 fe~ows built the house that I was raised in until I was 30. Right up from
this block from the school house, the second street. Girou has it now. That's the
house they built about 85 years ago and it's in good shape yet. I'~ mention this:
Joe Gregorie was a man who came here from Canada, brought a lot of big. French fellows
out here, 250# men, 275# bushwhackers, he put up a big sawmill across the lake.
and that was a pretty good sized city. They named it Gregorie Vi~age. That's
Gregorieville across there. And he run that sawmill for years, until he died. When

he died the relatives let it go.

Old man Doras and old man De.vorak came together, f'rom Canada.M:

Th~ b uil t that housec: About 110 years ago.
the

They're the ones, they were the carpenters that built &ll/haaes.M:

you sit on it, sit down flat, put it on a bench, sit on it, you turn it, an auger
and I remember ever time I had a chance I'd get there and I'd start that thing,
I'd be going there, it had 2 knobs and you bore, I was boring holes in the floor.
They'd chase me out, I remember the old tellow, "get out ot here" and I ran downcthe
stairw&y, I never went back, I was scared ot them, they scared me to death. I was 9
years old then. Built that house, they built this whole town, pretty near the same
year it burnt, fire was in ~, by winter the town was all rebuilt. And they weren't
allowed to b~d a wooden building on main street.

c:

Did they st.-.rt building other kind of buildings"/P:

They had to build brick buildin l: g r ro~, so they did until later on they started
. llP.ove s me J.fi-

bUJ.lding wooden buildings, I ana. ey rorgot about the ortinance. They didn't follow

the orohance, let it die out, then they started to put in a few wooden buildings,

c:

after World War I, when some of the mines closedWhat happened in the early 20' 8
down?

P:

They closed down one year

They closed down 1920 or'~.P:

'2l or '22. I was in business; that was a tough one; but it didn't last;
but in '29. '30, or .. 31 when we had that big slump. that was rough. Pretty near

went broke that time.

c:

How much money did you make in 19le for the store?P:

Itl: 1.916 I built that big home,Oh, yes, I had a good 1.i ving; always 1.i ved good.c:



8.
we sold it to the school teacher, Short, we built that in 1916. See, I had a little
money and I was a good friend of the banker, pals, we'd go around together, and I
says, Charlie, I'm going to build a house and I need shout $8.000~ Why, sure, he said,
go ahead and build it. I built it, paid him, but after he died in '48, and ~ ~-

and I went over one day and s~, Archie, I need $7,000. $7,000, what for? I know
ARchie well. He's much younger than me. I said I've got some old shacks in town,
I want to clean them out, I want to take the wiDdows out, they're all broke, and make
apartments out of them. There's one on the corner when you came into Lake Linden,
bought that one, built the insides, then I bought one where the Sutton store was, same
lot. Took the windows out, big plate glass, fixed it up, made apartments out of it.
Then she saw another house, Chopp's.

M: We had 8 or 9 of' them.
(end 0.1' tape

P: So 'You invested by buying property.

c: We bought that big brick house on the corner, I got that tor $2,000 t

P: That's pretty expensive for that time. that must have been' 30 . 8.

c: That was just about 10-12 years ago. That was the last one I bought. But I started
out on the other end. There was a black, paper blowing. She said, look at that thing,
I'm going to put a :tire to that building, that was af'ter we built out big home,
well, I said, we'll b~ it, do you want it? She said, yes. So I saw the fellow,
Dave LeVeque had it, he was in insurance, I said, how much do you want for it, Dave?
One lot, 50:1:100 and a house but the clairboards were all o:tt the side and the black
paper was blowing, he said, $350. I said, all right and I gave him a check for it.

P: Was that in the 1920's1

c: Betore that. Arter we were living in our new house. After 1.916. a litt1.e 1.ater,
so I gave him $350 and her tather came up and her unc1.e and they tixed the inside.
made rooms. tixed it up better. and then we rented it tor awhi1.e, then I so1.d it to
Russe1.1 Ji1.bert. Then quittor awhi1.e; then she said, she wanted the house with
'the windows broke, that was 1.ett go, 8npty, and p1.ace, it vas a meat market,
the windows were broke and everything inside looked bad. You could see it, old stuft
in there, an o1.d meat b1.ock, counters, I hated to see that. wel1.. I said l' 1.1. buy it.
so I saw , what do you want tor that bui1.ding, that was ARt, he was 1.iving then,
he said. 1'1.1. ask my son, I turned it over to him, he owed a 1.ot ot money and he
turned a1.1. his property over to his son, so he had a grocery business, a meat market,
he said he shou1.d get so-and-so but 1'11. let it go tor $1800. So we went over to the
bank and tixed it ups so we fixed the building up, made 4 apartments, put a big stair-
W8¥ upstairs, she was the boss. 1 didn't take care ot it. I just paid tor it. she
run the business. Then we bought the bui1.ding up town where Gi1.1es is now, that
bunga1.ow. I paid $1,000 tor it and so1.d it tor $1.1.,500. I rented it tor about 2 years.
We kept on buying buildings; it was between Pearce and Kieter who owned the most
bui1.dings in town. Altogether I owned 1.1.; owned a sUIIDD.er home out here, so1.d that
to "You know", people would s&y', who'd you se1.1. it to, we'd s&y', "you know".
his name was Uno and she said "you know", she eouldn't think ot Laplander, I had to
te1.1. them "Uno Lap1.ander". I so1.d it to him tor $12,000, and I paid $7,000 tor it.
put in a bedroom so we got 12 tor it. We 1.i ved in it tor 9-10 years. used to drive
back and torth to work trom here.

P: When did you get your first car?

c: '23. I bought it :trom Joe Shield.

P: Did you know how to drive. or le&1"nT



c: No, I didn't know how to drive. Iill tell you a story about driving.
I was walking down the street one Sundq and Doug saw me and stopped me
and asked ~e to go to~ ax-ide. ~ex-e .1'Qu goingT Just to spend a Sund8.y afternoon
so I got in the car, we went to Hubbell and stopped at the first tavern and had a
few drinks and we were going to go to Dollar Bay' and Hancock and stop in allover,
celebrate a little bit; so after starting the car, and going, and then to stop the
car, in the next place and he cou1dn' t stop, the pedal was stuck. So he says, I can't
stop it, Charlie. I says, how much gas you got? He says, I Just fined it before I
left, he was going to keep going until the gas run out, I didn't know how to stop a car
and he didn't, so he say's, we' II go around the county till the gas is all gone.
So I saw a key there and I reached over and I touched the key and it went off. And
the car stopped. Well, you lucky son-ot-a*litch, he says. He swore at me, I never
swear, but he did. Oh, you smart, he figured I was the smartest guy around. I
didn't know I stopped the car. It...as more of an accident, I saw the key and I just
touched the key and it shut off, the car stopped. Oh, boy, you smart!

p Was he an older fellow' Older doctor?

c: 2 years o1der than me, we worked together in the stamp mi11, before he was a dentist.
And then went to co11ege and came back to work vacations, 2 months. We used to throw
vater on him, and mud, and he t~ a scraper at me one day- and if he had hit ;me,
he wo~d have ki11ed me. We used to throw water on him and tease him, he was with
us for 2 months, there was about 42 young fe11ows, 16-25 years o1d, full of tricks ~

I was s1eeping one night on a bench and they put a big, 1ong fuse under the bench
and they 1i tit, boy, I Jumped, I thought it was going to be a bomb. I ran and 1ooked
around and saw the te11ows over there 1aughing. So we used to have a 1ot of tun.
It was a reguJ.ar p1ay, 1ike ~asium, but we did our work.

Where were you st~ing then? In a boar 'ding house?

I vas born in Lake Linden. That house is st~ there. I was born in a log
When I vas 3 years old. ve built that ~oU8e. $1.000. nice big frame house.

c: Home!
house.

Did a midwife cane in when you were born! Did your JOOther tell. you?P:

c: Beighbors came in. Didn It have nurses or doctors or anything, we had company doctors,
2 or 3, They had an office right across the street tram the big building on the end
of Lake Linden street. Cough medicine vas colored and it tasted good like lico~ice
and we always had a cold and we I d empty that bottle, we I d go in coughing and they I d
give us a bottle about that big. We I d drink. that. They got caught. Later on, they
kept on getting the stuff and then all at once we got a white medicine and it vas
salty, it tasted like poison, Ptui, we threw the bottle over and never went back.
They never had that good licorice no more.

P: Do you remember the old home remedies?

c: Woolen sock around your neck and i~ you had a bad cold, they'd give you a spoon~
o~ kerosene oil. Drink that; kill the germs. Father would s8¥, swallow it. Didn't
taste very good. And then goose grease, they'd heat that. That's the home remedies,
that's all they'd do. Never went to a doctor. I cut ~ hand with a kni~e, tried to
bore a piece o~ and the kni~e went through, boy, I got scared I was bleedina,

my dad got out his old pipe and he scraped out ~l the dirt and he put it on there,
and boy it cured it right quick.

From his pipe he put the stuff on his hand?~!

They used to use that those days.M:

c: Ya, corncob. And he just scraped the dirt out and it worked. And he put that on, put
a l"ag around and in a couple of da.ys it was healed. That vas a home remedy when you

got cut or hurt.
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My dad used to have a medicine in the trunk, it might have been mixed with
liquor. Mf father neyer drank liquor, he used beer. Never drank brandy, whiskr or
vine, but we did, I did because I delivered vine, brandy and YhiskeT to everybod¥' B
hane. Even to the temperance people! The,. were temperence but nobody knew it!
They'd give you an oil can, and they'd call me, I didn't go there, they weren't cus-
tomers of mine but when they wanted liquor, whiskey or brandy or gin or wine, they'd
call me and I'd stop, they'd give me the can, I'd bring them their gallon of liquor
the next daf, they'd pay for it, tell nobody; they were temperance people, they were
supposed to be, but they'd have a gallon of liquor around.

There were supposed to be a lot of Finns around who were temperance people.

Not those da;y-s. There were only about 2 families of Finnish people here.

M: They used to use medicines too.

But now there's lots; Lake Linden was about 90% French and probably 5% English and
German; they had 2 churches, Methodist and Congregational and they were "'ell filled
those d3¥S; now they've got only about 3-4 families. And there's a lot of Irish
people, now I don't know if there's any.

Was there & 1ot of fighting in the bars between Irish and Eng1ishP:

c~ Hot religious fighting, drunks; the woodsmen would come in on payday in the spring of
the year; they stayed out all winter and they'd come in with $200 or so, that was their
pay for all winter; and they'd come in and start to drink and the first thing you'd
know, there vas a big fight. And we kids would be looking in the window, watching them,
and then they'd come running out the door and on the street fighting. And we t d see the
fight, we'd see who it was, I knew them; there was one big fellow, Jack Stanton, I'm
not sure, he (-was big and strong and he used to get into fights, and he was a good-
natured fellow, but he'd get into fights. They'd put him in jail; they had a jail there
about 8x8 with bars in the windows, we'd go down and they'd hand us nickels, (some of
'em had a little money) and we'd go up town to buy candy ,cane back and talk to them, .

and they enjoyed that. The jail is still down there, where was born, in
H 's house, down from the post office. The j ail is still down there, in that
yard, litUe jail with bars in the window. just one room.

P: What do you remember about prohibition times!

c: Everybody was moonshining those days t all over t wherever you'd go. they'd give you a
drink of moonshine. If you went to Bootjack. ~ the farmers had it. They made it.
All the stores had some. I used to always keep some.

P: Did you make your own?

c: No, no, b~ it from the farmer. They'd se~ it to you if they knew you.

p Did it cost very much!

They started off with about $20 a gallon and they ended up with about $3 a gallon.
Then when it went wet, they couldn't sell it no more. But there was more about when it
was dry.

c:

P: Didn't the law authorities do anything?

c: Some put' em in jail. I just to go bond tor all the tellows that vent to jail.

P: They ever skip out on you!
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c: No. Well, same of 'em would take their mone7 over to me and put it in the safe.

Close their place up, the7'd go to jail. Or go to court. Sometimes they'~ get a
year or a month, same couldn't go their bond. They wouldn't accept bond. One time
the judge said to me, (I know the judge personally), Charlie, .on't let that fellow
go back into business, he shouldn't, we're going to leave him off on probation.
Fred Perry, in '29-'68-'31. So Perry came back. didn't open up, sold it to Joe LeSase
from Hubbell who ran it for awhile, no. he died. he rent it to ~other fellow, he was
upstairs and they wanted to will the blilding to me. I sqs, Fre4.. I don't want you to
do that; you've got a sister and a brother. you will it to them. That sister of mine.
she's a tough one. I don't like her. I don't talk to her. I says. I know. but she's
your sister anyways. so I told Frank Prince. Justice of the Peace. he died when he was
92, got double pneumonia. healthy. got around good. nice fellow, and I used to go to him
and he'd take care of my business. anybody arrested. I'd go over and say. Frank. get
after this fellow. he's got a car and he's down and he's here from Detroit. he'd serve
up the papers and kept the car.

P: If' they owed you money?

c: Sure. confiscate the cer. He had a PB¥da¥ before he could take that car

P: Did a lot of' people leave bad bills with yout

M: Oh, loads of them! I wish we had _.

c: Not me, everybody. This was a credit town.

P: How come you let so many people have credit, I suppose they 're your friends.

c: I knew them all, most of them; but the trouble was, they always did that, years ago;
when I was a little bit of a boy, everybody ha~~ a book and when you went to the store.
you just went down there with what you're going to buy. with your book. They'd write
it in the book. And write a sheet tor the delivery man to deliver for you. Then you
paid on payda¥. If you owed $50 and you paid $40. OK. I had to balance the 10. AFter
a while it would be 2-300. I had same customers and Hennes. when I worked on the dry
goods side I went on clerking tor a while. and I went to . and Frank Buschell.
he owed Hennes $1100. about $1250. I went to him and said. won't you start
to pay on this bill. so much a month? He looked at me. who are you? Are you a lawyer
trom Hancock? I said. no. I'm a young tellow from Lake Linden. MY name is Kiefer. I
only lived about a block from him, he was old. though. So he says. I'll try, but he
never did; none of them. Buschell didn't either. and a lot of others. old Brown. he was
boss at coal dock; everybody got credit. I never turned a bushwhacker down or a drunk.
I knew same of them I wouldn't get any money from but I used to trust them, leave them
have a quarter or a halt or a dollar. give' em clothes. dress' em up. they'd go into the
woods and If I'd see the boss and he sometimes collected and he'd bring in the money to
me. Ruebenused to collect a lot for me.

How much money did you"P: get stuck" .tor t or out?

Ct I never kept tract ot th..t

p Quite a few thousand do~ars?

c: Maybe 25

$25,0001P:

c: I was in for 57 years, that isn't bad, small percentage, you got a bigger percentage,
you didn't sell as close as the cash store. You alvays had a little extra for that.!
The good pqers paid for some of' that bad stuff. If a feUow got arrested I used to go
their bail; fight or drunk or anything; a polic eman came in to me, I said, how many more
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times you coming in here? He laughed. he s83s. well. you're the fe~ow they told
me had the money. I said. what is it. he said. so much. I'd go their bail. $15. $10.
$5; some of them paid and same didn't. they went ayq and forgets it. But people that
st83ed here. like Tony Otterman. he owed me $450 at one time; I bought 8 forties for
him. Buschell got 'em after and paid for 'em. And he worked 'em. sell the lumber but
they'd spend the money. But he paid me every cent.

So there's a lot of people that woUld wait some years and then pa;y you after ma;ybe 5
years and come back.

P:

He kept P8¥ing as he would get it, I'd see him every once in awhile, I'd say, have
some money f'or me, Tony, next month, I need some, alr;ight, he kept paying and f'inally
he paid the whole $450 and 80% of' the people around us; this Louie D , he
owed me about $}I;oo when he left here and went on the boats and every month I'd get

$100, paid it of'f'. Never saw him since!

c:

Never saw him but he paid ott the bill.P:
Paid off the. bill. in 4 months or so. it was paid. I used to feed him. p&y his board
and everything. take care of him. did chores for us too. mama used to have him working
f'or her;he was a young f'ellow. healthy. but he would never have a steady job. Just
pick up here and there. Hang around the gas station. so he got on a boat. the first
thing you know, he was working for my nephew. my nephew was head of one of the big
boat companies. head boss. he used to run the boat. he came up here with that big
boat to Escanaba a few years ago. the biggest boat you ever say, a young lad about

40-45.

c:

he's about 60M:
jees' I always think they stay young, he's got a big job; 80 Louie worked ~or him,
and when he ~ound out he worked in Lake Linden he asked him if' he knew me, and Louie
says, sure» I worked f'or him; he s~ that's DI)'" uncle. her sister' s son.

c:

P: What kind o~ things did the C&H men came in and bitch about? When they had gripes,
I'm sure a lot o~ men or peo~e hung around the store, you'd see them pretty often
and on the street and other places, what kind o~ things did the working man bitch about?

Otherwise the company used people good.We~, they were alw8¥s looking for more pay.c:
What about. t.hey bull t a lot ot 'thingsTreat them pretty well.p~

They ha4 a lot of hOMes, they got their homes cheapM:

That's right, they got their homes for $100P:
$1.00 a roan in Calumet. all those houses out at Gay. Mohawk and around there. A $1.00
a roomj big houses with 8 roams. lovely yards. $8.00. Down here. I don't know just
what they paid. but they got 'em cheap and the rent was only $5-$8 a month. And they
moved houses. all the houses that were on this street. they tore away jthat big place
down the street. that was a little city of C&H houses. Perreault fran Hubbell moved
all those houses out where Edmund lives. that was about 1915. on rollers. horses pulling
the houses. they put 'em all out where Edmund lives. all around. they moved them :rrom

there and put that big building there.

c:

There was a whole street.M:
We were living on that street when they were moving those houses, about 19lk-15.

{3':

P:
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c: Oh, I got along; I knew them. all well. Later on, lot of 'Sl were my age; younger

than me, and I was still in business, they were still working, I'd kid' em. about the
silver picking and the "catch boxes", how we used to turn the plug through the hole
to the lake so that the box wouldn't get full; it would get ~ but only once and you
had the plug over there and you'd see the boss coming, you went over and turned those
couple of plugs back, he'd call you, box ~, I'd have to shovel it out, course the
box was full, it stays full all night, I never did shovel it out. But then when he
came, we had to shovel, well, then we'd shovel and we'd watch and when he'd get back
out of the way, we'd turn the plug again and quit shoveling. And we'd break shovels
on p~ose, stick it way down tight and then twist it off and we had an excuse, we
couldn't, the shovel was broke. Well, go to the off'ice, get one! Get a new shovel.

(end of this tape)

Those are great stories, people like 'em, enjoy listening to them
You mean in Lake Linden there was a theatre?

P:

Yes, oh sure, we ran a theatre, our oldest son worked in itM:

A big dance hall upstairs, where we danced;later on we danced downstairs; and they
burned it up; we were in it that night, we got home up on 13th street, she said, you
know, I feel nervous being in that theatre. I said, why? I'm always afraid it's
going to burn. First thing you know, that same night, the whistles started to blow,
the bells rang, I got into the car and down I went, I had an automobile then already

c:

P: Was that in the 1920's when it burned?

'23. I ~t have walked because I didn tt have a car untilNo, I don't know what year,
1923; I might have ran down

c:

M: I think you ran down.

Ran down, and the building, a very big building, was burning all around, it wasn't in
this corner or that corner, like most :fires, the whole building was on :fire at one
time, like one bon:fire and the .tiremen~ couldn't go in, all they did was stay outside
holding a hose on it and it was cold weather but that water was running, they Just
:flooded the place but it burned down.

c:

There was no one in there; it was after it was closedP:

It was after the show was overc:

We had just got out ot itM:

c: We walked home and she sqs, I feel nervous in there, I said, why; she sWs, I'm
afraid sometimes there'll be a fire; one night we were there, a show was on and the
curtains caught on tire. And she jumped, I said, sit quiet, sit right here, don't
you move; people started to rush out; they hollered, keep your seats, there' s no danger
jus.t this curtain is burning, they pulled the curtain down and put it out. I got a
hold of her and said, don't you move, stB¥ right here until the fire gets about 5 feet
then we'll run out t we'll have a lot of room. I read about the fire in Chicago, where
it wasn't even a fire, they hollered "fire" and scared everybody ran out of the theatre
and the doors opened inside at that time, and they were piled up, there was thousands
of people suffocated and burned.
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Just 1:i.ke in Calumet in 1913, they yelled "fire" and there was no :fire at all.P:

Some peopl.e do that.M:

If' that door opened outward,They all went down the stairway and piled right up.
and there wasn't any fire.

c:

That was a poor t.hing .for a public placeM:

That was the unions were fighting, the trouble With C&H.c:

Boy. they kiUed a lot of' peopleYa, that's when they had all tbe fights.P:

70 some people got killed. a lot o~ childrenP:

Got excited.they hollered "fire", "fire", and people rushed.c:

The Grand Theatre

Be~ore it was a movie theatre, what was itWhen did they start the Grand Theatre?
before thst' Opera house?

P:

~ Ya, an opera house, sure

Used to have big shows come up from Chicago?P:

c: All the big shows. The biggest shows in the country came up to the county.
~ brother-in-law in Hancock had the franchise. He was the only one that could move
the shows in Hancocks from the depot to the theatre. No other dr~ could do it.
.~ey weren't allowed to take it. He had a hold on all that stuff:

Richard Wib1...M:

c: And here it was a showhouse with lots of' seats, it was a big place, 3-400"could sit in
it, for a little town, and then the first theatre was down on the other side of the
Holy Rosary Church, torn away now, that was the first theatre, (movie house, little one)
and Dishaw bought this hall, he was a druggist, and then he moved into the big one;
Yvonne Gregory used to play the piano there. upstairs there was a bowling alley,
2 alleys, Henry Duke took care of' 'em and he had a saloon right next door and you
didn't have to go outside to go in his place. W~ through and go into the tavern.
You could came out and treat your girls you danced with, where you had to make the
sign of' the cross, before they'd drink it. It was white pop and I'd say, Tom, put a
little wine in it, he'd take a spoon and pour a little wine in it, they were af'raid
that you were going to give 'em dope-drink because they wouldn't drink it,
says there's no ~cohol, nothing, it's white pop so they'd drink it. Oh, they had
big parties there. We had a club, the Golden Star Club, I belonged to it at the time
and we used to put on parties, have as much as 120 couples at that party. All invi ta-
tions, nobody could enter without a card. Had people f'r~ Hancock, Calumet, Lake
Linden, Hubbell, came there. Had 2 doorkeepers, they'd pick those cards up and you
could enter; nobody else could sneak in and have the invitation no matter if they were

big shots,

What kind of' organization was that?P:

Gold Star Dancing Club. We used to have a lot of dances, every month, ~O couples,
and they broke up later on.

c:

What kind o~ things did you do on the 4th of July?P:

c: Big celebration.
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C~i thumpians, fireworks~ same as they do now,c:

They were bigger then, tho~, weren't they?P:

You couldn't walk on the sidewalks t the streets used to be 80 fullM:

There was no automobilesc: Yes.

Used to bave circuses come up here?P:

c: Ardell remembers the time on a 4th of July t he got away from me t he got out on the road
and a car t the horses were--he was under the horses t I ran out and grabbed him by the
collar and pulled him out from under the yoke t he was already on to the horses t the poles t

tried to stop the horses; cali thumpians t they used to have some lovely booths and cars;
Peter used to be the fellow that would get first prize all the time t he
was a foreman at the coal docks. They'were elaborate, they were big and nice and cost
lota of money. And the prizes were bigger those days than they are now. They were
$2-300 first prize. And they had running races t jumping and fireworks.

Did you try catch a greas~ pig one time?P:

c~ No, I never did; they used to have greasy pigs, greasy poles, I never did i I jumped
once on a 4th, the fellows were down Hubbell, I never would go in the jumping stuff i
but the fellow S&¥S if you go to Hubbell, I'm not going. So they got a hold of me,
came on, jump, 80 just as I went to jump, I had all my clothes on, even my coat I didn't
take it off, just my hat, and I jumped and they came. And I "ui t . And they got the
money, I didn't. They had spiked shoes and they were trained; but when I was running
wi th the firemen, Dale Gilles made a bet, $2.00, with the fellows, they were jumping
there, they had a standing jump, he S&¥S I'll bet you $2.00 that Kiefer can jump further
than any of you fellows. So when I came I was supposed to go down to
and run right to where the theatre was, about a ~le run, that's what we were trying,
Frank Bednar and a bunch of us, so when I came over by the schoolhouse ,Dale Gilles
S&¥S, Charlie, I want you to jump, here's the mark. He S&¥S, I've got $2.00 up on
you that you could beat those fellows, try it. I had spike shoes, the first time I
jumped with spiked shoes, so I got there and gave one swing and I went about that far
over. They laughed! They never got over that! He was alw«ys kidding those fellows.

Vivian, Frankie Harris, 4 or 5 of 'em jumped and they had the top mark there.
He said, this is the mark, Charlie, right here. They had a board there, so I didn't
even try hard, I felt kind of ashamed like, I was young, onJ;y' about 21, and I just give
one swing, I vent about 6 inches over their mark, Dale Gilles, he never forgot it;
all his life he always kidded me, says, remember the time you beat those fellOWS, I

got $2.00.

Before you got married?What was cour't#1ng life like?P:

Oh. I wasn't much f'or it. no. I had girlf'riends. I went to Dollar Bay- f'or awhile.
and going to the saelting bosses' daughter down there and I had a girl. the f'ather
s&y'S. Charlie. when you get married. if' you marry my daugnter. he says. I'll start
you up in business. I was working f'or Hennes then. Lizzie, Easter. that was her name.
so she went to Detroit and got married. childreL. I quit. she used to c~ up but
I wo~dn't go back. I WBat up there one night and she was gone down with a crowd of'
people down to Copper Harbor and ~ date was Sunday- night and when I, caae there. she
was down Copper Harbor. So her brother say-s. she'll be back soon and I s&ys. the
hell. I'm going home. So I went hClD.e and she'd call up and I'd tell the girl at the
of'f'ice. Theresa Browse. she was the bookkeeper. I'd ss.y. when she calls. if' you know
her voic e. tell her I'm out. And when I'd go to the phone she'd ask me to come up.
I'd say. maybe so I never went back. She didn't care enough f'or me. I didn't want

anybody that didn't want me,
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How did you meet your wife?P:
She met me. I always accuse her of it, I was 30 years old. They wanted to go to the
dance, she hinted, and I took her to the dance. And I was walking home with her, I
was teaming then, and when we got between the church and the convent, I said, I'll be
back at 7 o'clock and I grabbed her and I kissed her right there on the street, about

6 0' clock in the night. She says t she's going to make me pay for that kiss. And

that's where we started. She used to go with Edmund's dad.

c

We were all just friends.M:

It wasn't J.ove, J.ike the paper sayss if you didn't think about coJIDnitting suicide

it isn't J.ove.
c:

What kind of things did you do before you got married, go to dancesP:

Go to dances, work, study, worked at Hennesses and I worked there until. 1913c:

Go over to her house and visit her at her house?P:

Oh. every night.c:

GO over there for a me8.l'1P:
Once in a while I'd eat; I ate all the stuff in the frigidaire one night that was for

her dad to go to work tor breakfast t he had nothing to eat the next day.c~

Was she mad at you?P:

No. mother didn't get mad, she laughed. about it.M:

We ate the sandwiches that were ready for breakfast.c:

Put everything on the tab~e and he ate it.M:
So we ate what he was supposed to have the nextHe was blacksmith at the sawmill.

morning.
c:

He used to came over often t during the d&y and during the night.M:

I used to come down every night.c:

Late at night?How late did you stay there?P:

No s my father wo:U.ldn' t ~~ itM:

No, I stayed late one night and he hollered, time for you people to go home
c:

Was it 9 o'clock or something!P:

c: 12

He used to stay until 11 and midnight.Midnight.M:

Then I'd go over to the club and play poker all night.c:

Drink and play poker?P:

c:
We had a club, right across from the Quality, second building, upstairs. All business
people and my boss was there, I worked for him and I was bowling with him; he never

played cards, he told the girl, Theresa Brouse, I don't understand Charlie, never a
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nickel over, never a nickel short when we settled every night when I come back
from the drive, and Alec Barbeau was a French fellow, bachelor, and he'd always be
short $5.00 or $1.00; we'd go through the books, I'd call off the prices; he was short
$10.00 one night, I said I'll check on that but I don't know what could have happend
to that 10, he was just feeling me out, he told me after, he says, you weren't short.
He says, I found it.

What were prices like at that time?P:

c: Peas, corn, rice, 3~ a pound; butter, about 12~ a pound; eggs about 12~ a dozen; mean
6~ a pound to ab tit 10~; nice sirloin steak for about 10~ a pound; the only thing that
was real high was summer sausage that Chris made, he used to get $1.00 a
pound for it. That was swell stuff, that was something out of this world.

Not too many people could buy it then eitherP:

No. not too many; traveling men used to go over and take some back with 'em. Oh. he
made nice sausage. And every kind of sausage. very tasty. He was from Germany. Chris

; he used to dance with mama. every time I went to a dance he was there. Knew
his dances; in Germany he used to give dances

c;

He wore out the orchestra one nightM:

c: and these old fellows would dance with her, they were considered old because they were
about 10 years older than me; at that time I was probably 35 and they were probably

45 or 50. And danced the with her one night and the band
kept playing and there were only a couple of us dancing; everybody quit; the gals, oh
boy, they kept going and finally the band quit, they wouldn't keep it up.

They couldn t t wear us out!M

We used to dance until 3 o'clock.c:

I don t t know what caused thiS.I could dance those days t ~ legs were good.M:

Political lire in Lake Linden?Do you remember anything about pQUtics'tP:

I never bothered with ~l1'ticst I voted for everybody that ran, the marshalls.c:

Do you remember the first time you vo~ed for prsident?P:

You had to be 21 those days before you could voteWhen I vas a youn,g fellowt 21. or 22.c:

Teddy Roosevelt came up here?P:

I saw Roosevelt up in Calum.et~Laurium, at the Amphidromet the rink they moved to Marquette.
I used to go to Calumet to dances on New Years night, to the old place, old soldier's
home and then they built another one. The Coliseum, they built that after; I used to
dance in the old one; I danced in that one, too. I skated there one afternoon with 3-4
fellows; we were going and I could skate pretty good then; first thing, zing, I went
down and went against the wall, I said, that's enough for me, boys! You can keep on
skating, 4-5 us calumet boys were out for an afternoon fun, I was single then, a young
fellow; I took the skates off, they were skating for a while and we went back to the
city to the saloon.

c

They used to cali em saloonsM:

Were there any speak-easies or blind pigs in Lake Linden at -.}.lYP:
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27 saloons paid licenses in one year in LakeSure, even when there was saloons.
Linden.

c:

M: That whole back street vas tull.

There was a blind pig not far from here, and there was one in Lake Linden, and there
was 2 out up on the hill, immoral houses, with about 5, 6 or 8 women in each one,

c:

These were early, when there was not prohibitionP:

:&!f'ore and after. Finally somebody burnt them up. They were both burned away.
Good ridance ,one was called the Green House, that vas oncthe left side, another one
in further. They were there yet when we lived on 13th STreet. Bill from
Hubbell married one of' the landladies.

c:

P: Ladies own the places?

M: Ya.

From Hubbell. Fine looking fellow.c:

Nice people they wereM:

Married one of 'em and of course he retired then. They lived right close to our place
where Faller's live. I couldn't think of that name the other d~t the lady that was
acting drunk that time when we went to Copper Harbor; we came back and eKe was acting .
she had us ~~ing t she had us clowning, we were riding on punctured tire, fabricated
tires t w~ back, when we were coming down the hi~. I was riding on the rims.

c:

I never laughed, so muchM:

Rootey-too-toot we were going through town and she was acting drunk, we got out, tried
to patch the tire up, I think it was 1-2 o'clock in the morning, and she was acting
drunk, talking drunk, and she was good; she had the kids laughing and we were laughing
so much that we couldn't fix the tire so the baCk end, we rode home on the rims,

clunkety-clunk .

c:

AU the way down the hill.M:

c: All the neighborhood. I had to get new rims, of course. All I had to do when I needed
$50 or if I didn't have what I wanted, I'd go over to the bank and say, Charlie, put me
down for a couple hundred, I'm short. OK, give Charlie 200. He did at the desk, the
old bank, this one is all remodeled now. And sometime I'd go over and talk to him and
he was so nervous, we were out late that night, I'd go over and see him, he'd be shaking,
I said. give me that letter, I'd open it ,so steady, God, he said, I wish I had your
health. He was a fellow about 45. So I said, I'll tell you what you need. You need
a good drink like now. I had some last night, he says, come on, take those books out,
I'd pick up the books and w&v down, finally I reached down and got a fifth of whiskey,
take that out and have it in the back room. He'd lock the dOor and we'd sit in there
and have a few, I feel better now, not so nervous. 48 years old, he died.

What was his name?P:

Charlie MacIntyre. Good looking fellow, the girls ~l liked him. They used to tell me,
introduce me to your friend. I used to have to introduce him to a lot of girls; he was
single, I was single, and I knew them all, he knew that; I had a lady come to me one
time and say, will you introduce me to your friend, Charlie MacIntyre, I said, do you
want to meet him, she says, sure, I do, she was a married woman, so I says, ~ight,
so I got Charlie and I introduced him to her.

c:
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M: Tell us about Walter Sutton.

c:, Oh, Walter, he was a card

Who was he?P:

c: He was the son of the Sutton STore and he was the o~ son, and he was a
boy, women, had clothes, every day he had a different suit, he got married, wife got
divorced from him, married another woman, got divorced I guess, and he went out West
He sent a picture back, to Archie McCarver, the banker and Archie showed me the
picture. The last picture he had, his wife and him and he had a little baby in his
arms. That's about maybe 10 years ago.

M: Oh, more than that.

c: But he lived to be 78. He had a foot off; he was o~t west on a farm horse riding, he
said, I think some fellow shot him. I think he was going out of a window and he was
shot. That's what we were told. But he says this horse sideswept against the building.

M: He might have said the truth

c: But he could dance, had a cork foot

M: He was a good man.

pl Was he popu1&r with the women when he was young?

c: Oh. he was. He didn't care if they were married or single

P: :;tt didn't make any difference.

c: No, not to him. The last time that he came back here, he stayed at the hotel.. I had
Hartel., we took him down to Keweenaw to a friend and set him on the porch there. The
fel.l.ow says, don't l.eave him here, I said, ya, he tol.d us to take him here. He said,
will you take me down there, cross you heart? I had to cross my heart, I says, I'll
take you down so I went over to the hotel., I said, are you r.;ady Wa1. ter? He says, yessss
I'm ready (drunk) so Mrs. Tayl.or says, get him out of here, she ~~"'get.~ paid

because his sister was married to a rich fel.l.ow and she was sending him I think $35
a month, or $5 a month over the board but he would bum money from everybody.

P: For drinking money?

M:

Even down Keweenaw. We took him down there, and left him there and he was there about
5 years, he just like a bum,

c:

Isn't that too bad, and he was brought up so nice. Such nice peopleM:

I remember a couple :fellows took him home one night, and the Mrs. bawled the :fellows out.
They took him home drunk and she bawled the 2 :fellows out ,that was taking him home nicely,
she didn't bawl him out! So they said, the hell with him, after this he'll have to
walk hane. We won't take him home. He used to get paralyzed.

c:

M: He was a nice-looking fellow.

c: Ya, he was crazy, that.s aJ.l.

P: 1» you remember $flY other characters like that?
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Oh, there's lots of 'em. Frank was one; he was around; he had a
fiddle; he used to play the fiddle. tor the people.

c:

P: Was he real good with the tiddl~?

Oh, yes, he cou.1.d ple;y- good. Just natural.c:

P: Did be go around town and ~.,

c: Taverns, or wherever he~4 go, he didn't care; he'd have that with him, he'd play for
the fellows and they'd dance and jig and he'd get all his drinks free; he never worked,
very seldom, just once in a while; happy-go-lucky- fellow; I had to take hold of him
one time by the collar and by the seat and I shoved him out the front door; he told
me, jees' you're strong; you picked me up like ado~; I s«rs I(handJ.ed bales of hay
and barrels of flour, 200#, I used to put on my- shoulder .and carry' em up the stairs;
I nighed 135# and the flour was heavier than I was but I could do i t ~

Ttpsy Barry come in the stare one time and he got sassy, I said, Tipsy, now you be
quiet or I'll take care of you, he says, you, you couldn't hurt a fly. I grabbed him
on the arm and picked him up like this, the bench was about this high, the shoe bench,
and I sat him down and I s&ys, now, sit down and be quiet. He s~, I will. He told
~ the fellows in saloon, holy God, that Kiefer's strong. He says, you ought a , see
him pick me up. The fellows told me after, what'd you do to Tipsy? I said I just
picked him up and told him to sit quiet. He was drunk. He felt that I could lifi
something because I was used to it, that was way back, 40 years old. Poor fellow
got killed, he was up Calumet, must have walked out in the road, got hit and the car
killed him.

end ot tape)

before that, he told his father, his father told me, he came around with the
money, he said, Tipsy told me, if anything happened to him, to pay me, so the old man
came around with $92. So I took $90 and gave him $2 back, and I said, go over and get
a pint of liquor for yourself. Pete Barry was his father. Pete said Tipsy told me
when he was sick that if anything happened to him to pay me, so Pete came in after he
was killed, after he got the insurance, paid the money Tipsy owed me; he used to always
come in a borrow money fram me when he was drunk and bother me ~

c:

Any special stories that you want to he~p him with'What kind of stories do you remember?P:

he went through a lot; he knew more peopleWe~ s when I came here s he was pretty old;

than I did.

M:

That t S right, you were 30 years old. You came here when you were 10-12 years oldP:

c: I knew everybody'.

I was 17 years oldM:

Two years after you came here, you got married.P:

M: Yes

c: She visited first

M: Then I went back.

c: She vent back after she met me, and got her folks to move to Lake Linden.
When I was engaged and going to get married, they moved back and the father came back
and stood for us. She had to move here; don't forget I knew she grabbed me. She was



a
She was a small person those days.She didn't want me to be a bachelor.a.:rter me.

II: l.Jr . Eddy &aked ~e one daT if somebodY told them aboutNo, ~o.

What kind of stories do you remember abo~t those days?P:

There wasn't very many to remember t only the town was a~ busy and he was working in
the store t he was busy; I was doing dressmaking for everybody t ~ the graduation
girls and I used to sew for them.. I made I,;"fortune t too.

M:

A little fortune on the side tor yourselt.P:

She used to alter clothesc:

And I us~d to help with the tailor ~ I used to alter all the men's sui ts ~ help him out.M:

I bought the tailor out, he wanted to go away so I bought him out and I ran the tailor
shop with a te1.1.ow from Chicago. And then he dropped dead with heart trouble so then I

quit the tailor shop.

c:

And I used to do all their repairing.M:

c: She shortened pants, put the cuffs Q~; I used to take in drycleaning, too, besides.
I had a friend up Calumet, bring the clothes down, came and get the clothes.
He used to charge, that was expensive those days, $3 for a suit of clothes, I got
a dollar-and-a-half and he got a dollar-and-Malf.

Did you do any ironing too?P:

Oh ~ yes ~ they were ~ pressed.M:

But that was high, $3, but people used to bring inHe did, they did, aU pressed.
their suits.

c:

This is our wedding pictureM:

He even looks young for 30 years.P:

I was 30. There I am in the orchestra, that was the last of 'em; we had 25 first and

we ended up with 4.
c:

What were you playing, the gui tartP:

The other 3 boys are dead.c.
,

Mandolin.

You Ire trying to outlive everyone out here, aran It you?P:

EveryoneM: Yes.

They're allAll my friends and all the people I went to school with, all are dead.

over in the cemetery.
c;

You got married in 1908, youlve been married 64 years.P:

In May, we Ire going tor 65. We were 64 years married, May 27. I remember that; those

were joyous days. Wish I could go backward, start all. over again.
c:
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You got your marriage certitic~te and everything yet.P:

Ya.1908M:

c: May 27.

Did you have a nice church wedding, or did you have a wedding at hane?P:

Oh, no, we went back to my home town t we had to get married there because that was

my church.
M:

Back in Champion1;P:

We got married here t then I went to ~ sister's in Hancock t stayed there overnigAtt
the next day we went to Ch~pion and they shivareed us t her friends t and she didn't
want them to know it t but the folks went and told

c:

and the house was :fullM:

c crowded. They were shivareeing and full of' jokes s one f'ellow was telling jokes s
they were having a good time. I didn't enjoy it too muchs I didn't know any of' them

You didn't even hardly know her parents at all, very much, before that.p~

Oh, yes, he used to come over every day.M:

Oh, yes, I knew them because I used to go to the house in Lake Linden for overca year,
then I'd see them, but I never saw her father very often because he was working, long
dq and th~ in the evenings he'd go to bed or be reading, he wouldn't be in the parlor
with us. He'd leave us alone. He'd say, she's doing pretty well. She's working with

me nicely. You know how it is, hey? She's a good woman, though.

c:

I helped hm a lot.M: Ya

I gotta tell you ofShe farmed, too~ you oughta see her.She helped and she worked.

all the animals she had.
c:

Now l.ook, this is all. my-Now here's all the money I saved and I gave it all to him.
own lOOney t that I earned.

M:

You put it in the bank yourself then?P:

What I did was spend itc: No, I put it ~ in her name.

They can do thip,gsI was telling Edmund. Women don't have to be poor and suf.t'er.
themselves. I did it a lot. I worked.

M:

She raiaedShe had 3 lots she used to plant. I'll tell you about the birds she had.

a thousand chickens. She used to take care of.
c:

Where was the farm at fP:

In Lake Linden, right back of our homeM:

We didn't have a f'arm, we planted vacant lots. We had one lot of' our own where Dion is,
we used to plant that; then we used to plant the one that the nuns owned on the hillside;

c:

That was willed to the nuns but the nuns never used itM:
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And she had coW's, pigs; we raised 2 pigs every year; she used to raise turkeys,
ducks, chickens, canary birds, had a room,

c:

we used to sell 'em for $10»M:

and she had fish in the pond, goldfish; and we had turtles, geesec:

Did your kids help you take care of' these?P:

Sure they used to help.C ..
That's why I had all that.M:

Ardell used to help milk the cow 'till he was 14. I never did anything, I used to
take care of the store. When I came home, I'd say, what do you want from the garden,
she'd say, anything, so I'd go down and pi ck up carrots, beans, lima beans,

c:

When was your f'irs~ child born?P:

In the hospital ~ Lake LindenM:

What yearYP:

1909, March 6.c:

So right away you had children so you had them do all. your work for you.P:

They worked with meWhy sure, I raised them with me.M:

Ardell was born in 1.910, in~ October. 19 months afterc:

And we had rabbitsN:

Then Elaine, Steve Condon's wife. then Alden, then Lester and Willys. I had twins,
no more children, I was thrOUg1:l; about 7 years after, we had furene and Gilea..
ABout 11 years.

c

When was he born'P: The last one.

1929.c:

The start of' the depressionP:

Ya, the depression started about that time; then we had 2 babies. Dorene and Giles.
The others were all big, they worked, going to high school; the twins were 10 or 11
years old w~en Dorene was born, this tw~n gir~ raised Dorene,.mom never bothered with
her, she r~sed her. She ~essed he~~ed ~ th her like a l~ ve doll.

c:

She says, why don't we have a baby? Because NT. Gagnon had one and she says, how come
we can't have a baby? I said, you want a &aby ,ya, she says, so she got one. She

got 2.

M:

Did your store make it?How was it during the depression!P:

Yes, we didn It notice it so much, but we lived,M:

c: We didn't make any lOOney.

But you never went broke.P:

M: BQ no
.
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The banks di~'t close?You have ~ready bought property before. What happened?P:

c: Yes, they closed for pretty near a year. I tried to borrow $5,000 that I had in the
bank in my safe, I knew he had $5,000 because he had it in the safe for about a week
or two; one day they come in and says to me. Hank died. Jees, I said. that's
so? I got $5,000 of his money over in the safe. but they was just foolin'.

M: They were just teasing him I guess

c: So I s~s, Hank, take that money and put it in the bank, don't leave it around here,
I don't want it around here, something happen, so he took it to the bank and he de-
posited it. So that was before the depression. So when the depression was on, I says,
Hank, why don't loan that money to me and I'll give you mortgage on the stor~oP% my

home, the home is worth at least $12,000, so he thought it over; but I said/tell any-
thing to the bank, but I'll tell you something, this bank is going to close and you're
going to be without money, remember that now; but I want your money because I had
10 stocks I was going to pick up, they were all down, Calumet & Hecla, one-dollar-and-
a-half and so on; eve~hing was w~ down; I have the 10 picked out and ready and I was
going over to the bank, and I said, buy that for me, I got his money; I didn't have
anything yet, we were just living, on it; I said don't tell it to the banker becaus e he
won't want you tdtake it out; don't tell him, and he come back and s~s, no, I'm going
to leave it. well\ it's up to you but you're doing wrong, but this bank is going to close
on you; lots of banks are going to close. it wasn't long after the bank closed tight;
he went over to get $5 and he couldn't get it. So he borrowed $3 from me, he says, I
didn't eat for 3 days, he didn t teat, he was suffering. and he had no work.

P: Did you have any of your money in the bank?

I didn't have any to put there then. Bad time, raising a family and p8¥ing that house
and ~,everything. So I give him the $3, he paid me back; then he went out and worked for
a farmer for his board so he lived until he got good again. He was a good workman.

c:

p ~~~you ever buy any stocks then later?

c: No, I never had a chance.
I didn't want to.

No, I always had my money in business. b~ing houses

M: I didn't want him to buy stock.

c: When I was a single fellow, I had about $11,000 saved. And I put 'it in Calumet & Arizona
at 90-scme dollars and it went way down to 30-40 ~ and the bank sold me out (before I
was married); in 1907, the money panic, stocks went way down, around the 50% margin,
and the bank sold me out. I said to Charlie, what do you want to do that for? Why
don't you hold me on? I'll pay it later on, he says, it isn't me, the board had a
meeting. Sold the stock and I had $600 left. So then I started saving again ~ and in
1908 I got married. Got married with just a few hundred dollars.

M: ~ht homes and fixed' em up.So he went in the real estate business.

c: So anytime that I'd see a house that didn't look good, I'd say, that house makes me
sick~ I'd buy it.

P: Any other things to bring up, any major things, any other characters that lived around you?

c: Oh. I knew them all.

M: Years agoWhy don't you tell them about 01' Gregorie used to live out here.

c: There fS the Gregorie Sawmill. 01 t Gregorie came from Canada, put up a big sawmill,
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and the year of the fire, all those houses burnt. I understood that he trusted
pretty near all the people, that didn't have money, give ths. all the lumber they J d

want, I 'spose he took a mortgage, I don't know, this was talk after; if you wanted
to build a house, you went over to him, he'd build it for you. How much you want,
How many thousand feet? MY father did the same. $1,000 for that house. I don't
think he had the money. I think he trusted him and he paid him off by the month.
He built the whole town up and most of the people borrowed from the bank or him. And
he came up here with lot of big, French people, be brought them with him, he was a
bushwhacker himself. After he worked awhile, he bought up all the good timber, and
he opened up a big sawmill. He didn't have the money. He borrowed it from the banks
and friends. He ran it and he was a bigshot; oh, he must have had several hundred men

working for him. Biggest funeral in Lake Linden, he had.

How about 01' !wIt". Bosch?M:

c: Joseph BosCh? He used to work in the stamp mill, feed heads; when he came here, he
married a rich girl from Calumet and they put him up in a little brewery. I was a
young fellow at the time. I saw the dogs, one dog would get in the barrel and he'd
rotate the fellow washing the bottle. The '8.og was in there, rolling the barrel around.
Then when that dog was so long in there, take him out and put the other dog in. They
were big dogs. That's how they went on. Then they'd take the case of beer when they
had a :full case t take and haul it to you or whoever had the order t on their shoulder.
That's how he started. Started in Lake Linden, right up tram my store there t about 2
blocks up. They tore it away. He went to Houghton. Lucien Almen tore that down, the
big stack t, he just had the stack pulled down. So he got to be a multi-millionaire.
When he diedt he had a lot of money and he used to give a lot of money away to people.
He was good to the poor people. And his boy, his son, he was as tough as Sutton, he
was a corker. I had a lot ot trouble with Joe, Joet Jr. Too much moneYt raised too good.
You know that's going to take 10 years off your lite. It you~re slated tor 90t you're
going to live to be 80. I never used to gamble my lite. I never~smoked a cigarette.

It affects your lungs, you know.M:

I've seen Dr. Bradley all my life

Well. that kept you healthy. Some people who are tea-todlers. will tell you, you
shouldn't have drank when you were young because that takes a lot of years off your
life, instead of living to be 110, you'll only live to be 100.

P:

My dad used to say-, on sunday afternoon, go get a bottle of beer; I'd get it up;
2 big glasses, I drank, I was jus~ a young fellow about 8-10 years old. MUst have
been 10, because we had our new house. And they'd put it in the coal stove, heat it,
brush i~ off, and stir it up and cook it and it'd get hot, take the poker out and they
drank it that way-.

It yea pretty warm thenP:

c: It vas warm, that' 5 the way they used to drink it. They didn't like cold beer.
Couldn't put it in the refrigerator those days. Right now, people want ice in it

Say, when you're 130What do you think is going to happen to the Copper Country?P:

We're going to see copper mining again inside of 5 years.c:

Do you think it's going to open back up?P:

It' B goiD8. There' s ~ kind of copper. The1 diamond drilled all the w8¥ to Copper
Harbor. They know what's there. This other company was crooked. They come up and
took it over and when they had a strike, they closed her down. And they're selling

c:
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everything, the locamoti ves, the railroads. everything but some of the buildings

M: Charlie, wby don't you tell about what I told you, about the college boy who was
li ring in our home.

c: Oh. he said. in 10 years; that was about 10 years ago

M: Well. just about. not quite

c: He saidt this is going to be a better country; don't sell your place.

M: There's big otticials from Chicago are coming here, and they said, this is where
they're going to invest their money. There's lots of good copper here and they need
this copper. But of course they have a lot of copper on hand and they're wa! ting until
their old copper is used up. And then they're going to start doing it.

c: Benedict» the head boss» he just le:f't here a couple years ago» he r s dead now. he told
me himself. there r s enough copper in there for a hundred years» they didn r t take out 10%

yet.

P: Lot of people like to come up here in the summertime.

M: Th~s copper is the best copper t native copper t and they need that.

c: All those fellows, down in the city, that gets the bond or old enough for social securit7
are moving back here; there's 2 here now who are only about 55-58 years old; they're
retired and living on the bond they're getting from the company; the7 bought a place
20.000 over here; Sam Buschel1 got his mobile home on that and he's going to build;
he's only about 58 years old; retired; and I've heard a lot of people from Calumet are
coming back but they're already buying the basement living and you're going to see
that most of the people that did live here, if they haven't got children where they're
living, if their children have gone .aw8¥ from them, they're going to came back here.
Even if they don't work, they have money; they get social security.

What do you think of all the people--most of the people that I've talked to or same of
them. have criticized C&H and the other mining companies

c: This company that came and bought the C&H, they

P: they even criticized C&H tor not helping the people enough

c: they paid what they had to; they organized the union in 1913, they got 8-hour shifts
tram 13 and more pay and everytime the union looked tor what they wanted, they got it;

P: Ya. but there's also people who say that the companies are the ones who controlled the
pp~tic8 in the area, it',s their people who won the elections ~

c: They did. & 1at of Democrats were afraid to s8¥ the, were Democrat,

P: I'ye heard that said before t too

c: That fS true; they wo~d never tell you that they fre Democrats and I knew they were t sane
of them; my dad wo~dn f t tell f em t my dad was !lemocrat; I always voted Democrat; but

those people working at the company t liable to get put off;

P: Did he ever tell you those stories

c: Bosses were all Bepublican down here at the mill; MOrgan and the whole bunch
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You know t the Republicans are for the rich.M:

I used to marcn with a torch for the Republicans when I was a kid, we'd get a bunch of
kids, we'd all have a torch lit up and march all along the streets, the band leading us

Your dad was a Democrat but you nev.er told anyone.P:

I never voted Republican in ~l my life. My son-in-law in Hancock, he's a Republican.
~ daughter was Republican, she ~o~owed him of course. Ahh, I says, be a Democrat,
don!t be Republican because your husband is, don't you worry about him. She says, no,
I like it. She used to give speeches too, for Republicans.

c:

1)0 you still go out and vote now?P:

I &in' t going to go out aQymore; the fe~ow come out with the papersc:

Absentee ballots'p!

Ya, if he comes I'll sign them, but if he don't, I ain't going to bother; they don't
run the country to suit me anyway.

c:

They figure you t re OK, you Ire gping to make itP:

We make out own living.M:

c: They won't raise our pay no more.

blank)

.but the C&H, that was a new company that came up 2 years ago and bought it over.c:

But even earlier than that, the 20'.8 and 30' 8p

Oh, yes, they took that hospital down; the C&H quit their hospital, well. I t~.e it
was a burden, was costing t em too much money maybe,

c:

and the librariesM:

lot of people say C&H made a lot ot money hereP: One thing thoughts a

They paid dividends every year, they never hardly quit a dividend; people that owned
stock got good dividends.

c:

But those people who owned it. like the people in Boston, they made the money.P:

They owned the biggest part of it; they made a lot of money. But they never spent it
here. The only thing they did. one time. they improved the ground. they had lawns made

and flowers. That was somebody' s will. There was 2 fellows.

c:

Aggasiz was supposed to be a pretty good guyThat was Aggu1z.P;

c Big German td~. He did that.

He Ii Ted in 1880 I S and 189Q t. .p

And after he passed away, they sent MacIntyre here, he come up herec:

M: McNaughton

MaclntyTe came here and got a job in Lake Lindenc: No McNaughton was the big boss;
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In the mills. He came around with a book and 4 fellows were working on this
job; he'd watch you; he'd time you; mark it down; the next group you'd come to,
there was onlY 3; same work; maybe a month afterward, 2 of you would be doing the
same work instead of 4; what happened, they worked men off. .l~at's MacIntosch.
He stayed there until he got rheumatism and then he died. That was only about maybe
30 years ago when he started that, he cut the labor force down pretty near in half.

In the stamp mill and thatP:

Where the fellows were running ahead; my brother used to work with him; I used to
sleep over there; the heads were pounding and I'd sleep like a dog. Didn't make no
difference, so one man used to run one head; later on, I think they had to run 3;
one man had to watch 3 heads, and when it would ding 'heavy' he'd have to run over
to the other head and adjust it. The other one, oh. he was watching. one man ~-

c=,

(end of' tape
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~Ch~leS P. IKI\fer "'!I

~ He ~ ~ Apd 21; 18'tt I'
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and Mt'6, ~~~ Xiet8:i"~H~ ~~ ettIPl~bY' oatImlet '
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t~ 1913 where h~ was a team.c'.
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1963.
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! O'~n <iGr~.Bai; four'
!S~,\~~,H. ~R~..1
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\ C~... -: GUeS ;J.; 01
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