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SUOJIT COL'LOOE" HANCOCK

ORAL HISTORY

IN'1'E:IVIEW BETWEm:

m'i'ERVIEWEE:- J ana King

DlTEBVIEWER: Keith King

SUBJECT:- Travel ~d Life im Tshpeming, Michigan

DATED:- JU:e 28" 1973
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I am' imt;erviewing JTane King from Ishpeming, who waS" born and raised

and, brought up in' the Excelsior Location iD1 Ishpemi~.

What was it like living so close to the Section 16 mine in Ishpeming?

Tery dirt)",lots of hematite, ver'3 much noise with all those cans ~in

across the trestles during the night as well as during all da7. Trains

early in the morning waking up 5 or 5:30 in morning right at your

back door and', you try um to hang your clothes out on d"ayB that the 'U8

engines weren' t ~ing back and :rbrth and', all that ore dumping

don over the 8tockpile~. You looked out your baak. windows and all you

saw was stockpiles, all during the SUlmne~ months and the winteF as

Steamshovels, sometimes two or three steamshovels, working loading the

cars, the ore cars to be hauled awa7 each and everyd&7. The7 spot the

cars at night and urn during the da7 .ny there was just one engine to

move them to be loaded.

How did the miners get baCk and forth to work during that time?

.0 st of them walked.

Did an7 of them bring thei~ cars?

Very few cars that you sa... go back and fort;h, very few..

What were the means of transportation a~ that time then?

Well, about a. you would' sa,- about two blocks from our plac~,;you '1fO:&1~d

be: able to walk down and catch a street car which was at a. cornett" 8~-

and get i t fo~ a niokle a ride in to town.And that wa. our transport-

ation to go to town and, of course you would have your passenger train

after that for to get into Marquette and, the street oar also ran into

Neguanee.
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Um did your families travel much during that time?

Well the only ways you tl'avel when we were youngsters for a while the

was to take and um more so go on picnics that would be he1d~ i~ um aro d

your bluff around your place or maybe in the church yard.. Things like

that then you walked to them and pulled a wagon with your goodies in,

to get to the picnic grounds. You had fresh lemonade, you never h~

paCk$g8 stuff like we do nowadays. And um you would take the train

then to Presque Isle for a picnic with um the fami1y.It would be all

basket stuff, you had a nice big basket which you um foods in your foo

supplies but, that's the only ~ for a good number for a while then

finally we did um, my Dad did finally buy a Model T. car which didD t t

even have any windows in then like we have now. If it rained you

stopped and you put up a snapped in material for to protect you from

the rain but, someone had to get out there and get wet inc ab-le to do i .

And of co~se most of Y'Qur cars those days to had the top that could

be lowered,then we could get finally places with the Model 'r. but', tha

was shared quite often with others as well needing transportation. To

go berry picking you used um the Model T. and you would go for the da3

You would go early in the morning and you would have powder boxes at

that time. They were wooden containers that powder c~ in fo~ the .in rs.

Those were kind of cleaned out, washed, etc. and probably 1ine~ with

paper and ther. were straps put on these for to be able to haul them u

in-to th. mountain: hills which a lot of places call mo'!1ntains but, they

were pretty steep hills. You Would go up in hi11sides,up in the

Humbo1t IIocation a lot of times to pick your blueberries and' you walk

through swamps and those days why you didn t t jump out of your c~ m

a times to pick berries you would' go up into those places and be gone

for the day. Take one of the containers would probably be your food

and water and a.h you didn't have koo1-aid 01'"P9P to take along you

just carried water in containers and ah you would stop around noon ho

possibly and have YQur picnic.. Never a day that wasn't called: a picnic

when you went berry picking even and ah remember one time getting up

there and we got lost up in the hills and that was quite an .~erience .

that time to be lost for a part of the night having police out lookin

for you and those days you only had lanterns, gasoline operated lamps
etc. Kerosene lamps t~ go out and look for people if' they were lost "'
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maybe horns blowing down in the area.

When did your family get their first car?

Oh it must have been in 1929 or 25-29 something like that.

'!'hat must have been an exciting time. What must it have been like ,2

the house when y-ou received your first earP

Oh everyone was waiting for to go for a ride that was natural after

having to walk a mile or a mile and a quarter every time you weat. ~to

town if you didnt~use the street car.

What was considered a days trip in Y9ur car as far as driving?

W.1l, driving that was quite an experience when we got the car beCaD8e

as young*ters we had families up in the COpper Cbuntry area and' 80 on
week ends after Dad would get in from work on ~riday nights and' eve~-

one else would be thru eating possibly- and Dad would grab his pas~ 1-'

probably afterwards and get his pasty- eaten and get washed and changed

.nile the rest would loading, the car and you would take off for ih.

COpper COuntry. And those days y-ou didmt t even have the lighting S78~

on your oars lib we do now. You would go with your lights hanging

on the side cf your car and even back when the lanterns, barn laaterD

as you might call and that was when ~ ah means a seeing a good par~

of the time. You would take these along especially- in case y-our other

lights in your oar went out, Which we experience one time going up tha

we were lucky we had' these other lanterns along with us and hea'9:f' fog

you would experience so it took you probbaly- 5:00-5,30 until midnigh~

to get into the Chasse1 area to visit with relatives up in that par~.

And then Sunday why- ~you would start out on ~od time on Sunday righ~

after lunch possibly to return home again. But it was quite an e%peri 0..

People nowadays dontt have they- dontt realize the fun that there vas

really in travel those days.

What were the roads like?

Oh roads were just a gravel roads, washboard. y-ou driving ovetr those

you sometimes could hardly hold on to the wheel of the car. Narrow,

times when you practically was pullover on the side of the ro~ ~o
pass each other, because of the roads being so narrow.- Andl it was jus
one narrow path to drive on never say concrete it was oh it was: for

years. ,I can t t recall just when the concrete roads ah the tar read-.

used to comw in "that is what it was tar roads but, that was even an

immense improvement when they started with tar roads.:But this i-t'vas 1
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gravel before that and wa~hboard.

How long would' it take you say to get to Marquette from hereT

Oh from here to Marquette it would take you oh I suppose I woul~ say

about an hour an hour and a half an~ because you only drove along

about fifteen miles an hour or twenty miles per hour, your car didn't

go very fast.

What was the train ride to Marquette like?

Well the trains were pretty crowded those days. You'd have maybe tour

or five coaches on tor to ~ak.e care ot all the people tor to get into

Marquette. And of course that was a slow ride to, you'd- go away &h but

ot course you'd plan to go tor the full day When you~~ go into Karqu
because that was quite a um well trip like you'd say now that you'~ '

take by car to get anywhere. Why um you would go away good time in the

morning and um.

What vas downtown Ishpeming like that were the streets like or that

were they also gravel?

Oh, they were graveled but majority of them right in the town area was

more of a cobblestone that ab. even the sidewalks were cobblestone or

wooden or more so wood ah wooden sidewalks ah that you would know it

may trip as far as that go knowing how wood planks and that were put

together, and um the streets of course with this cobblestone was pretty

clean any way they were always a went through street cleaners would

go thro~ with big wide brooms which' we would call patio brooms now

and brush up the streets and have their ~n along and or shovel and 0

on to clean up the street beo-ause there were a lot of horses at that

time used around the town and ah of course in the areas to they did us

a lot of horses and of course buggies what you'd call the carriages va

a great deal do~ through for to get into town. Which we of course ne

did had a horse and buggy but, there was a lot of that used to get aro d

and, um oh um they were kept very clean you didB' t have the traffi& ~

around town then that we do now. You could get across the street any

old time as you might say wi thaut worr7ing about getting bumped into.

If you were afraid of a horse you would keep your eyes open sp you

wouldn't be meeting with a horse.

How did you get back and forth to school?

Oh we walked to school if you had a. it you ever got a ride to school 0

a ride home that was a treat. You think it was just like a child gettOng

a candy bar nov,to get a ride to school or home. And that was juri ape ial
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occasions if you got picked up at school. Kight been a day that ah a

voting day, or that and father had a day off of work, and you were goin

for, picnic or going someWhere. Maybe wven a treat even to go to town

to do some shopping after school ~s out. Then you take and be picked

up and ypu'd go into town and shop, or go for a little picnic after-

wards.But, um you'd never saw ca,. around school then. BVen the teach rs

didn't come wi th a car they'd walk, and um be able to catch a street

car or whatever might be. That was that was something those days.

About how far were the schools from Where you lived?

We walked um for grade school, we walked about ah I would saY' from 0

home about 3 quarters of a mile to school. And um.you'd wa1k:1ave to

over these railroads were which we were talking about before where the

trains coming baCk and fo~th, that was our short cut. If, they wer~'t

blocked behind the house so as to get over to .the other road.If it

were blocked then you'd have to walk down the street a ways and ~ ba

around in order to and, then you would take a short cut through some-

one e1ses ,yard , urn to get over to the road. You a1~ watch for shor

cuts if you could because it seemed a long ways to school. Then you

walked home for lunch as well. You never carried lunch to school, ve

ve~ seldom, if there happen to been a big snowstorm you might of

carried your lunch to schoo1 and pouioould eat there. But, otherwi..

each one walked home for lunch. Then you would have your hour-

hour fifteen minutes possibly and, you'd walk back again at noon. So

it was it was use your legs those daYs and your feet to get where ever

you wanted to go or had to go.-" And then to get to school ~n town Where

was the Grammer School that was a good hoUl" t mean mile and a. half

from ypur our home at least and, that was a grand rue, You could take

your lunch to school but, um it wasn't all like nowadays, the hot 11m h
i

and everything. You you'd packed a sandwich probably ~dtucked it in
I'

your pocket, which was very seldom done. People had preferred to take

and urn walk home for the lunch ~and walk back again, Of course you

didn't have the cont.end as~:waknov ~th cara we have now. ,;B'Ii.* i~ waa-
c~

usually leg work ve~ seldom did anyone come along so as to pick you

up so you could have a ride home and a ride baokagain. The schools we .
alwaY's kept very c1eB.Jl and a.h and ah it just seemed to be 'at} JfDJ°.,-abl

time to get back to school $.gain. You didn't have all the activities

now that is carried on around.
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what was Oh ya.

the experienoe of gOing to school then.

You always say when your going to school as a child you think, i~ ~

school would only burn down so I wouldn t t have to go to school. Bow

was quite an experience because that was my first year to go to high

school when our Ishpeming High School burnt down. I~ August month an~

you thought oh boy you just sat around on the bluff, that was near our

place, and just watched i tflaming up, ~d,you tho~t oh what fun 'tha't

would be. It was no fun when September came along because your differe 't

halls 9pened up, your c~urches opened up to class rooms. The Y.K.a.&. t-;
was called we had it at that time, where on the OC?rner of South Pine

and Division Street the city has i. t now for a psoline and parking are ,

opened up. That was an experience those dSi"'s carrying your books to '"

school, carrying them home again. No place to let anything your coats

your overshoes in the winter time ever,ything just stayed right in th

classroom wi th you there wasn't even a clo~ room. And you probably

'be in one building .,h. go into one building and maybe you might ~av:e to

walk 4 or 5 blocks to go to your next class and ah that was ~ te an

ordeal. So never wish. for a school tQ 'burn down that's one thing beca; se

you still have to go to sohool re~dless and that was a. trying year,

until the school opened up in ah fQ.llowing ye~ and ah : that was ID.Y .ec i1:d
year in high school a Sophmore and then ah i t wa~ really marvellous to

be able to ~ in~o a class room and be able to have a placeud hug up

coats ~d ah all those varies things. Of course it is a pe.U:"i:r\1l

school. All though the old sc~ool would have been a;daquate enough at t
time and it caught on fire and burned to tb,e ground. But um it sure

marvalous to know you had a school to go back rathe~ ~an running aro .
And of ooursethat involved at about a mil, and a quarter frolnc our: ~m

and there it ~a.inyoV did the same thing, went in fQr class at nine

in the morning and ah you walked home at ~oon apd back again fQr 91&88

usually dismissed at 3:30.

K:

J:

Well um when they fo~t the fire at the hi~ school there &h w~s it

fire department or volunteers or what?

Oh yes there were many fire depar~a~s at that time the &h I thi~ th

Ishpeming F1re Department, the Negaunee Fire Department and anyone t ~
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volunteered that could get out there and he~p fight this. Salvation

Army down there serving coffee and donuts and what even might be for

t.he firemen because that was qui te ~ te a big i tern. The fight that

because they had right along side of it the big church as well, in lac

two churches,the Methodist Church and the Swedish Bhurch so there was

qui te ah quite ah big ah item there to watch over those two big build! ga
as well. You would think the whole city was going up into smoke to se

the flames and the smoke that was rising. That was an all day tire

in fact I think they watched over it for two - three days with all tha

smoldering and that afterwards.
The fire department ah what kind of vehicles did they have, were t.ey

horse pulled or what?
Oh, no they were truCks at that time but ah previous to that of oourse

it was all horse drawn ah vehicles and ah buckets and so forth hanging

on When before Tears before. But these were fire trucks and of course

they didn't have the big pumpers and all the bigger equipment like the

do nowadays. It was smaller trucks so it involved a lot of hand work anct

so forth pulling these hoses off the trucks and getting them hooked up

to hydrants at various things. Maybe now had they had these big

pumpers why ah it may have helped to save a great deal mODe but they

were really old fashioned truCks in fact you may see anT of them areun

at anytime in parades and so forth that they used to use.

Where there donk ah mules baCk during 11m the early mining time? Did!

you ever see any?
Oh, yes ah underground UBI in the sines theT used mules to be able to

pull ore cars.lfheY' had their own railroad down there and ah when the c a

were ah full or emptT as far as that go why the mules were hooked: unto

the cars and they would pull the cars out the cage where there um yea

cage where they were ah be .ble to dump the ore in to big cage or buCk

to be able to be risen to the surface and then of course Wh.n they

brought up the shaft OT then that was dumped into the ore cars and

run out on the trestle or over head bridge, if someone wonder what a

trestle is and ~ unload the cars or open them up. Of course that 1~ ed:.

a good number of men up there to for Ope) these ddors up on these

for the ore to be umpt emptied out and sometimes these cars would get

derailed up there. They have to ah you would see them up there .orkin

wi th 'big 9ars .( crow bars) and that trying to lift these carS' back



'.8..

onto the railroad or tracks to be to open up and loaded. There is a 10

of exci tment watching them working there and of course these poor mule

were why they were just kept busy constantly they eight hours everyd

and maybe a little lee way there ah res~ for aWhile. Of course they

would have several down there so they could swi tch over so they could

mule or team of mules ah to pull for another eight hour" e:hift. Bu$ ah

that was the only way for a good nUlJlber of years that I know of.. ADd c.:

eventually they began to put wiring, they found that electricity could

be used underground and ah then they started with the wiring under ce

for being able to operate these ore cars by electric power rather than

mules but, those poor mules they spent a good many years undergrouad.

In fact I think there ah were many mules that passed away down there.

Because of their work and so forth and when they were brought to surra e

I dear hear someone say when they hit the light it blind these mules

because of being in d'ark darkness working all those years,,!.'!he' tight

was to much for their eyes but ah there were very few. I don't know if

there were any mules actually When they finished up using them under d

that ah were able ~ survive the outside area after being 'fir8~~ up i

cages and so foriht. to be set free or put into other ways of ~ wrk.

Ah and agaim the men underground they didri' t have electric lights to

by they'd' have what we call a oalled carbide ]anterns or lamps. '!'hat

would hook unto their hand hats and ah because they had to have thes

hats for protect of their heads in case of any fallen rock under

And ah ~1~~~1i be fixed up at the shop upstairs or up in the surra

wi th a little pebbles or pebble like stuff that would igni te ~en yo~

they:r got down in the cage there would set ah flints to these ah lante

and urn that was the{r only lighting system for to do their work in
"

underground. Of course previous to that they had cand~es that was some ow

hooked onto their hats so,JOu can see how muchi distance they could see

ahead of them when they were working. Now these lanterns or lampS' hook d

onto their hard hats.'!hen eventually of course they started after the ..

got going 80 electric power to pull ore cars they were able to 'ake

and have electric lights to work with underground then.' of course they

have to be careful, very careful to ~~~~d down there with all

wires and dampness some have a lot of water in them and' they can be

e~u1;;tJor get shocks very easily from all thia type of stuff' but

urn it was quite ane:mperience for those that d"id work undersur ah und 1'-
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ground.
How many mines ah undergroung mines were im the area of Where YO' 11 T8

close by? "
VeIl we: ha4 ~here were four in fact, there,~ the Holmes Mine which is load

down for a good number of years that of course is Where the Lindb.rg'

r;on-ba~tors store ac let of their equipment and have: their storeage hou es

up there now. And then of' oourse there was Section .si.~ Mine, ~ 8

right back of our home,. and then in the Salisbury Location there waS' t e

Salisbpry Mine that was close~ much earlier some then the other two

mines then'there was the Cliff Shaft. So there wer., fOur mines wi thin

our radius of living. Of course Section ~ixt88D actually mine that,

in our living area that ah closed down and now of COUDse everything i

just filled up wit:h water ~using lakes th~t'8 Where: our take

Angelin~ came in with the closing of Section 'i%i.~ . The water had

someWhere so that our Lake Angeline where they do and enjoy a lot of
fishing and even boating on there, there is another spot down thera

which they call Sand Bar which they love to go in and swim if you; 1.1'9'

where we do you can see them going everyd~ taking their dip even~ in

early spring you see some youngsters going down there to take their p

to se. Who is the first one going down there to get a swim before the

nice weather do come in.

.A.h what was it like where an tradedy happened at the mine, ~K~

was possibly killed or several people?
Well there was for instance the Barnes Heckler when that gave w~ th 8,

gave way and water came in and trapped well every man that was employ d?

undergrotmd at that tlime there was only to my knowledge one man that

really go"t out of there and he just reGentl,. di passed away but the

water just gushed in as the men were coming up the ladder but 1 t took

them right off their feet but it so happened I there wasn't anyone th t

were found or no really the whole person anyway they were: fin~ng

boots and parts and so forth from the gushing water was such a force

ah in fact we were iro school when this tradey occurred' when we Ite..lr/d ~bJ

about it as many of my classmatea had ah father~, brothers some or the r

family that were in this tragic ah accident. In fact I had a girl

friend two girl friends that lost their father and 2 brothers in thi

accident so this really was just in our location thiS' upset jus~ eve .'ng

everyone ah was feeling sorry for families in their own area, bu~ I

J:
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that so many families thought the town the city that had lost families

Well people still think about it that is those that had friends and

relatives and so forth tlare trapped but it got sealed over and that s a

the wm circumstances went of course that mine never did open up and1 um .
nre there any tragedy at the Section l1:xteen Mine right behind yoUr'

house?

K:
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Oh yes it was nothing everyonoe and awhi1e to hear that um ki11e~ 0 ~

there or even ~8h injured as far as that go. But there were ~ te a f~ th~

had gotten killed in all various mines. And of course then; you neve had

the ways of aotua11y speedy ways of getting a man out if there was an
,accident or what ever it was to get them up you d have your oommunioa . on

was poor for ..~'tiac ambulance or your dOctors you would have a while to

va! t for your doctors then the doctors came to the mine before tha pe son,

Who was injured' was could leave because your transportation was s1ow

underground. They had' yo~ oars on the railroad underground being p

wi th the mdes. ~d a.h the,. had to get a person out they had' to gd

this oar out of the W&7 because my understanding it was na~w no

down t~ere to and ah you had no ways of getting around ah they had to haul

the baSket im or the streatoher Whatever might be they had to be love edl

from surfaoe and um gotten into where the injured person was so eve mg

was slow at that time and though that when they'd loBe many a person

thru the all accident and so forth because they didn' -t' have the wa.ys

of getting them out in a hurr,.. And the doctors of course as I say h

to be there before they could leave the mine so there again most time

the doctor~..~ there before person was brought to surfaae and of co

the same wi th the ambulance would be setting there waiting to be able

to transport.~them.
Did the doctors' go undergnund or did they just stay art the shaf'tho

If sh..
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