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SUOltII GOU.EGE LOCAL ORAL HISTORY PROGRAJ.1

F1nn13h .~:>.).~il:C"lj h,:)'!cl~3;; 3 and old Hancock

INTERVIE~'l BET\..'EEl'T:

I "T TERVI ~'.~~.J.'. ... ~ . l-~rs. Hugo Klemettl

INTERWIE¥,ER: Eero H. Ranta

SUBJECT: Finnish boarding hOUS~8 and o1d Hancoc~

DATED: July 22,1973

E: Thi s i s an in tervi ew wi th If..rs. Hugo Klemet ti on
Finnis boarding houses and old Hancock. For Suoni
College oral history program. ):I"S.Hugo Kler:etti
('l'yyne OJ a) was born in Quincy hill location on
June 13, 1890 and moved to Finland ,nth her parents
wen she was nine years old. She re~urned alone to
Hancock area nine vears later and has lived in this
area since. Interrte"ler Eero Ranta dated Jyly 22, 1 73
2.00 P};.

~uincy hill?E: You were born around 18908 on

K: Yes, way up there in the back street, 1n a log cabi~.

E: \'/hat were your parents doing?

X: Father was a !!liner and mother was at hoIr.e and had
many boarders.

E. Did you have any brother and sisters?

K: Just one brother and he died here

:1:: You went back to Finland With your parents? and how
old were you then.

K. I '"las just a kid then about nine years. old, I~nt t
school in Finland and to confirmation school and
then I was ready to work. Work1_~~ ~t. home with
my dad farming. Two brothers' were born there. And
they arethere.1n the same farm.

E. Then you decided to come back to ht1s country?

X. I came a~ by myself, I was nine years in Finland
I 1ms ell';hteen ,,;hen I came going on nineteen. This
was 1911 or 1912, I just got here for the Christr:as
holidays, then.

E. Had the things changed during the time you were in
Finland?



X: Not too bad, but some things started to chage, but 1
_started to change after I had been here for a 11 ttle ... ile,
stikes and people didn't have ,.,ork or this and that..
all, the young people left, there were loads of young
people, because there was that !lorth star hall they
used to come there in the evenings to read the papers
the reading room was always packed fUll of young peop e.
They left because there was no work, they disappeared
after few years. There were so many girls working he e
from Finland and other countries, too, and they left Iso.
Some familes had about three maids working for them, .

in HouGhton in east HoUghton, all the Doctors, la"lYer .
businessmen, and Some in Hancock, too.

E: What kinds o.f differenced you noticed when you came
back from Finland, the streetcars ','ere still running'/.

K: streetcars were still running... after few years th
ywerestoped. Few cars carne, but people had horses in

East HoUghton, Rices had horses... several others too.

E: The train \-rere running then "l

K: Yes tull blast.

E: If you wanted to go ~o Calumet, Ahmeek you could
take the train?

K: Yes and you could go with the street car too,
to Mowhawk

way up

E: What was the 'electric park' 1

:1:: That was big hall there, dancing hall, the streetcar
used to stop there, young peop1e ~sed to dance there
almost every week end. There '~e a lot or doings for
young people then, and they had pic'.:nics there and
big doings there in the summer months

E: That was the entertainment for the younG people?

K: That "TaS in those days and then there ,,.;as movies,
in Hancock there was artium and there was Savoy When
I first came

E: Then you had theater programs too?

K: Sometimes, but 'not that often Carringe was ru11bla8~
sometiIiles they had dramas there. ( nM;yt~skappale) I

E: These Finnish boarding houses 'poka talos' .....



K: Tere was several of then 1n Hancock - ot what I know
upstairs of Lepist6& 00. there was one the boys ran t at
themselves, they had vorlcers, there was Lep1stb, Lohe a
Mustonen brothers and Klenett1 and several others. It
used to be quite a big place, people used to go there tor
d1~ers when they came to to~m.

was upsta1rs or the .Qua11 ty Food Market. ?E: This

K: Yes that upstairs has been taken off now, and anoth
~was next door Which used to be Kotila's hardware st

before that time When I came here, but in later years
they had for Ahjola this was run by the boys too.-

E: wasn't that red?

K:Yes, they belong to the communist, and the KK hall was
right in the courner ~ the Franklin street and that
was the big place there '~re a lot or doings there
there was all kinds or doings.

E: \ias "hat Finnlsh run7

K: Yes, that was Finnish beaut.i.rull b1g hall and every hing
there was dancing and restaurant. downstrairs had very good
business, t.his was when I caae, but there ca~e a time
when it start.ed to go and there was that newspaper in
one part of t.hat. building I Tydmies I they moved to
Duluth.

E: And after they left was the buiJ.d1ng vaccant

K: Yes it was vaccant for a while, I don't why they let
tha~ go like tha~, it was torn down like that it was
beauti~l hal~ and a lot of room', biS down s~airs
where the 1:itchens "rere ax:d restaura.."'lt and that CaIn
to cost quite a bit for that workers and...

-.
E: How was it paid for?

X: Even before they started to build it, people
bought shares, but I don' t know what happened then

. arter the stike everything started to go down hill.

E: You had just come here a couple years before the str~e~

X: I was working tor the big !~ orth star hall when the
strike started, I cannot re~ember the year.

E: 1913 some time "1

II:' Yes I thlnkso

E: How was it here during the strike.?



K: Well, it was a hard time tor the strikers they didn I

have &:ay mOl"ld'y T.O live, many or tnose 'y°uno men whom
I came to know, they didn' t have any money for food
even, many a night we asked the boys to come to hel
us to clean the NcDth star hall there. We made a big
pot ot stew and 'ire bought son:e bread with our own mo y
and we had a good feast. Tere was always two girls
~ns the ~all for temperance society.

E: Where was this North star hall?

X: It '\-TaS there where this Venace carre used to be, that .s
the bui1ding. There was a big hall and carre Where we
served corre and pies and sad~dtches and things like at.
It wasn't a restaurant and there was a swieming pool
down stairs and there was couple saunas and bath tubs
in sauna and dressing rooms. You had to have a bath b rore
you went to s\"dmI:l1ng, that was the law 1n those days
and a lot of people came those days.

E: ~as that like a boarding house, too?

X: No, no there was only us two girls there working
for the temperance society. They o~med the building
they had bought it from the Christian young people,
Christian boys they used to run it before, but I cann t
remember that, but I heard so. They used to have that
swimming pool dotmstairs, but the Finns build the sau as
there. That was a beaut1tull building. There 1s a n10
swimming pool down stairs. That building belongs to
Gartners now.

E: There was a hall ror entertaincent1

X: There was a big hall there and there was a lot or dO~~S and Hancock Hi@h School didn' t have a basket ball gym

so they rented that .from the North star and played
basket.ball there, I don't remember how many night a ek,
but it was atulllot or noice.

E: And then you had meeting there and..?

K: We h~d meetings and all kinds of gatherings...

E: Dances and

K: They were not allowed to dans there, because it belon i ed to te~perance society, they had ( 61t~-r1nkitanss1a )

folk danss1n. they sang themselves l1ke. 1n Finland.

E: You served corte and...?

but not any b~gK: We served coffee and pies, ;

meal, there was only two or
sandwitches,
us.

E: And how long did you work there?



1:: I cannot remember now, t,.,o years ",. so, I have some
~. old cards dated 1917 for that. address. My friends'use

send me cards a.fter they left this area. And then the ehasn't been hardly nothing. .

E: After that closed you went to work for these...

K: I worked tor L1bleins tor seven years, Ed was just
. . born, when I went to work there.' I traveled a lots

With them. I took care of the ch11dred.

E: You traveled to Florida and

X: Florida and California, many trips we made, and to
Chicago and Milwaukee with 1-frs. Liblein, she was ~. very nice pe~son";

E: You took the tral~ to Ch19ago and.

K: \'ie went iatI! train and sometimes 'With the car
they had cars already at Llblelns when I worked there
but very few places had cars, even in east Houghton.
Wieders had one "men I worked there, they had a meat
whole sale. I worked there several months before I
went to North star hall. So many people" had horses
in thf)se daYfJ, even the ladies used to handle the hor es

E: Wasn't there a place Where you could rent horses?

:1:: Oh yes, O'Neil's barn on Teccucco street, Just up
from that drugstore. Bi~ barn, they had many horses"
boys used to rent horse and a buggy and took the gir s
out on the joy ride on the week ends. At my home we h d
a horse \-men we lived in Ryply before I went to Finla d
with my folks.

and then your parefitsE: You were born on the Quincy hill
moved to Ryply1"

I think I was about four years old when we !!loved to
ayply. 1-1y father bought the old Slatry house, I thi
all the Slatry boys were born in that. house, those
that used to run that Ryply store, now that's their
children that run the Slatry store in east Houghton.
There was a lot of 'forking in Ryply in those days,
there were foundrie s. and oh there was a lot of worl~i
places. OUr neighbours were Do~bs and Carols and the
had someking of big business in Houghton side Carol'
foundry or something like that.

K:

E: Was your father still working in the mine?



:I: He used to work at Quincy at that time, but first he
worked at the Franklin mine. There he got the terrible
trouble with his feet, then he started to figure tp'ge
back to Finland and he was cured over there. He could
hardly walk when we left here. I~y father must have wo d
about t",enty years in those mines, he was very young
when he came and he came alone first he was working
at Obenoft doing some "'ood work and they used to pay
then tifty cent a day-

Were your parent married in Finland?E:

K: Yes, and my mother and 11 tt1e Johm'ly came few year 1atjer?
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