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The following is a interview with K. WILBERT KUOPUS by Wallace Anderson
~made ~ the aubJ ect ' a bt)8e at u6 Stanton St~eet"' ~oha~~ Michigan, durin

the evening of 17 July 1972. .

Wally:
that's all there is to it. But before I forget, tell me about that game of thb
sticks, that pointed sticks that you mentioned before, that re&1.ly interests ~

Wilbert: You take a stick that's about 6 inches long and pointed at each end. and anO~her stick that you carry around, the idea is to bat the bat on the ang1e-s~de ot t e

peg and 'When it jUJaps up in the air, you give it a swipe with your other stiek, the
club that you have. And you try to get it towards the center ot the circle.

WaUy How big a circle did you have to get into?

Wilbert : Alldepends on how, whatever size you want; it can be 10 teet but you can on~y hit it once or twice and you're in the center but the best thing is to have a irc1e

maybe about 200 teet across, then you start anywhere on the edge and you work nward
from that.

Wally: Did the kids play thi8? All the time?

Wilbert: They used to pJ.ay ita J.ot

Wally I never heard of' that game at all

Wilbert: I even taught s~_2!J.bQ&e ki:d:e Qown the lake shore school how to do it. I

Well. to get-t: were talking about schools before, when did you staPt BChOO~
and in what s~o~i in C'&lumet? i

Wally

Wilbert I started in Swedetown School. went kindergarten there

Wally: That school i8 no longer in existence

Wilbert: No, that's been ripped down

w.uy: That was kindergarten. that would have been about, what, 19--

Wil.bert : And I was On1.y about half through kindergarten when we moved over to Pine street
and then I went to the Lincol.n School.. -I

w~: That would have been about what? 19--05 06, something like that?

Wilbert Somewhere around there.

Watiy That's when the population up here was tremendous.
lot of schools.

They must have had an a~

Wilbert: There were about 60 kids in the kindergarten

w~: Did the kids from the different nationalitiea get !alongIn the kindergarten alone?
together or did they kind of

Wilbert Well t they kind of dec ided. you know, ac cording to nat ionali t'jes t the Finns
[ were

on my- side

w..uy Uaughter you o~t to have the rest ot t em outnumbered up here then

Wilbert
the7 were alway-s l°oktna
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tor argu men"ts and tights

WallT~ ~. didn It know any English when you started school

When the teacher asked me something. I 1.ooked at her and said. "h+?"Wilbert: No, no.

Wally: Then :I.'arl bane at recess?

Wilbert : Then I ran haDe at recess time and my- mother said. well. why did you cane
hane? I said. I'm not going to go. I'm not going to stay- with those. those
"tois kielises". you know. other languages.

Wally:
then

We~ t did they have a regular ~ogrsm in the schools/to teach you English?

Wilbert: No. You Just stood there like a bump on a log and
English language.

,you gradually soaked ijn the

Wally: You had to pick it up on your own?

Wilbert: There were no formal process of educating the foreigners.Oh, yes.

Wally: That must have beeretty rough:

Wilbert: It was. Tough on the teachers and tough on the kids

Wall)": Ya. How many years were you in school then before you got to where you coul4
get ~ in English pretty well? I

Wilbert: Oh, it didn't take long when you're outside pl~ing with the kids, why, I i peak
combination of Swede, Norwegian, Cousin Jack and what have you.

Wally: Well, then you went to the grade schools and what, Calumet High School?

Wilbert: I went through the Lincoln School through the 7th grade there and that's
where I had my best teacher. Miss Hall. We~. I had to go to the Washington
School to finish my 8th grade and from the Washington School. I went to the
high school.

Wally: And did you go right straight through college after you graduated from high ~chOO1?

Wilbert: High school. I applied ~or a 3rd-year teaching certificate. First year a1 er leaving high school I didn't do anything. I looked for a job. I went to etroit

Worked in a factory.

Wally: When was that?

1920-aWilbert:

Wally: '21. When did you decide to teach then'

Wilbert: Oh, a.t'ter I had su:f'fered frca the depression "of 1921, why, IDY' mother sa! , why
don't you go to school? I said, I don't have any.money. She said, well, I der-
stand that John Spat from Bete tries ~needs a helper in there and Olson wi1.1.
you pretty good wages if you go up there and work, so I went out there and I act
as a "flUDky"" driving a tractor and milking cows and this and that so

What were"Wally: prett7 good" wages?

Wilbert: Wages: I believe he paid me $10 a week
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And I roaned -.nd boarded at Spats'.

Wally~ Well, that wasn't too bad

no. I enjoyed it. e8peci~y in the wintertime. I vas batching at the sch ouse
in Bete Gries but (I'm going beyond ~ story) I had JDy' f'irst job at. with Ca
Wilson and then of' course. in order to teach I had to go to Marquette. so I nt
to Marquette and took their summer school course with the result that I wrote a
written e~~ination and passed it and I received ~ 3rd grade certificate.

Wilbert:

Wally: At that time then you could teach with a

Wil.bert: I was allowed to teach

Wally: with a high school education and this short course

So the next SUImD.er I went to school againWilbert: ya.

then?W&ily: well, did you come back and teach that year

WUbert: Oh. yes.

Wally Where did you teach your

White Siding.WUbert:

Wally: Where?

Wilbert: White Siding.

W&li:r: Where in the devil is White Siding?

White Siding is ins you know that road that runs from Baraga to Mass City!Wilbert:

Wally: Ya, ya

26'Wilbert.: What's the number of' 1 t ,

35%Wally:

White Siding that's about 3 or 4 miles vest of Bis~a.Well. t anyway I vas.Wilbert :

Wally: How big a school was that out there?

50 pupils. AU grades.Wilbert;:

Did )"Ou have to teach more than one grade or did you haveWally:

Wilbert: I taught 8 grades.

Wally: 8 grades

Wilbert: plus the kindergarten. Ya~ I really had a joyful time there.

Wally: down there, wasn't it!Well. Bisula. that t s basically all Finnish country

Ya. And I weighed only 120 pounds when I started teaching.Wilbert:
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Wally: Same of those farm kids must have

Wilbert: Those farm kids t about half of the class was bigger than I was ~
And the girls t all of them were bigger than I was.

W&13;.7: Did you have any troubles?

Wi1.bert:Bo.

Wally And you went back to school and

Wilbert: So I went back to school. the following summer and for a .:.second 3rd-grade
rcertificate. I was afraid to take a 2nd-grade certificate because I didn It h ;v-e

tool'much time for study.

Wally: What is this 3rd-grade certificate? What does that mean?

Wilbert Well. there vas a 3rd-grade which was the lowest.

Wally: Ya, what could you teaich with that 3rd-grade?

Wilbert: Rural school.

W&li.y: Rural school. Right up through 8th grade?

Wllber-t: Ya. Then 2Dd-grade certificate would allow you to teach for 3 years, you t dnlt hsve to do any studying or take any examination, well, I never did apply tor lst-grade

because ~y that time I had so many summer schools in that I decided that I di 't
need it and I vas going to go to school aDd get a little more schooling.

Wally: Where did you teach your second year then?

Wilbert: The second year, taught in Bete Gries.

Wally: How big a school was that out there then?

3 pupils.Wilbert:

Wally: 31 A lot like Copper Harbor now

Wilbert: Ya. I graduated iran 50 pupils to 3 P'lP11s

Wally: : laughter that must have been a pretty good deal though

; It was and I got more money for it!. I was getting $85 a month teaching in
~White Siding and I got $95 a month teaching in Bete Gries, not only that, but

bought some traps and I started trapping on the side at Bete Gries and I made re
money trapping than I did teaching school.

Wilbert

Wally': What were you trapping f'or't Beaver?

Wilbert: .I got 3 or 4 mink and those ~ereNo t no beaver but weasels and marten and mink t

worth money those days.

Wally: That's nice going, weti, marten must have been worth pretty much

Wilbert: Ya.1&

Wally : they were pretty scarce
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I think I got $60 for one hide.Wilbert:

WaU7: Holy smokes!

I sent 1 t down to Sears RoebuckWilbert

Wally : they were buying f'urs'l

WUbert: They were buying furs. And they said that my furs were first class because!
they were so clean. I had scraped them and made sure there was no grease in ~hem

WaliJ': Were you baeching out there then?

Wilbert : I vas living in the school house.

Wally: in the school house. How about groceries and stuff!

In Bete Gries Y We~. do you know August Raisanen?W11.bert :

ra, from the Legion? He's over in the American Legion here.Wally:

: Yeh, we~ he vas .~W&rking for the store in EAgle River and he'd go out once
every 3 weeks to pick up the mail and deliver it to all these different plac s
and take in groceries to these people and we'd lkindda' look forward to Augus
because that was our only connection with the world. There were no radios th
or anything like that.

Wilbert:

How many families were living out there then about that time?Wally:

4, one family had chi1dreDWilbert:

Wally : What were they doing out there?

Wilbert: Caretakers.

Just caretakers 9 and the county had to keep a school for them out there?W&liy:

: Oh, def'ini tely . But that was the last year when I taught there, that was t t e

last year that they had school there because the C&H refused to give Berg a, hat

would you call that, a lease so Berg didn't have a lease and it meant that he
had to get out of' there so he moved to Copper Harbor, got kicked out of' Bete ries .

WUbert:

Wally: Was the school pert of the county system?

Oh, yes. Ya. who was the school commissioner. 'Bet tens ,--no, Henry Winter
Henry Winter was the school commissioner and I spent one year at Bete Gries.

Wilbert:

Well t did they have a bunch ot those little schools then located up through
Keweenaw County or

Wally:

Oh, yes, like there was a school in Gay, there was another one at Heberd, ~d
there was a school in FUlton I

Wilbert:

There still was population scattered around at that timeWal1.y:

Dh, yes, population was sc attered and thick, very heavy.Wilbert:

well, where did )"OU teach then the following year, after you left there?Wally:
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Wilbert: Well, when I left Bete Grie~ I had applied in this district. in Allouez

Towship 19Or I was hired to teach down Gratiot Hi ver school

Wally : Gratiot River School? Where was that located'l

Wilbert: Gratiot River School is on the road going to the lake behind Ahmeek.

WaUy: Oh., otf the 5-mile point road. and then turning in toward

Wilbert: Ya. the schoolhouse was on the 5-mile point road

Wally : Oh, there must have been a bUQch of farms back there

Wilbert: Ohhhh, there was a slew of them; the~e was resily a slew of them!

Wally: Did you have to teach 1 thru 8 there or

Wilbert: Oh. yes

Wally: Same way

Wilbert: same .h~

Wally: How many kids did you have there?

Wilbert: I had 35 kids

Wally: MUst have been quite a few farms and stuff then out in that area
Did you live out there in the same way?

Wilbert: Well. I batched one winter in the schoolhouse but I roomed and boarded wi t
1Antti Kuo~s. he was no relation to me, see. the way he got that name "Kuopu "

was living with the Kuo~s family in Finland and they called him Anti Kuopus
instead of whatever his last name was. They got a hapi t of doing that in th
old country. Did you know th$.:t?

Wa.lly: Ya, ya, you find the same thing in GermanYt & 1.ot of times

Wilbert: 80 I pit 7 years

Wally : well, were you teaching there by yourself, too

Wilbert: Ya, 7 years I spent ther: and then I decided I better go somewhere else S
fI saw Dave and I said I'd lJoke to get a change of schools, Well, he said, I'

tell you what, he said, I have an opening down Tamarack Waterworks, lakeshor
sBhool. I went out there and I was out there 8 years.

Wally: Was that another one of these

Wilbert: country 8c~ools. Wooden building

W8.l1y: WeU, there was only about 2 or 3 families out there now, aren't there?

Wilbert: I don 't know. I don't know if there's any families out there

Wally: There I S a couple houses. I drove out there last Sunds;y-

Wilbert: The bouses are there but no families!
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Waily: No families living there.

Wilbert: ~. ah, so you see I've done a good Job of closing up schools ( laughter

Wa.1.l7 : Doing yourself' out of' business, huh?

Wilbert: Ya. From. there, of course, came the time when I wanted to get away from it
~all. That t s when I '~;t ,1 went to Ypsilanti for a year to school and I got my'

life certificate and I went summer schools several summers afterward and I go
my bachelor of science degree from Ypsilanti and I continued going to school d
in 1945 I got my' masters degree.

waUY'~ From the same place?

Wilbert: same place.
that.

There weren't too many masters degrees around here t I' ~ tell tou

Wally : It11 bet not. I bet there weren't

Wilbert: And I didn't get any help.
state help

I applied but I didn't get any fede~~ help or

Wally: Not like today t eh?

Wilbert: No!~ Kids tod~ got it nice, they just go and ask for money and it's given t ut

to them

Wally: Arter you left Tamarack Waterworks, course, that was Houghton county wasn't 11-

Wilbert: Not that Keweenaw

Wally: Is Tamarack Waterworks, Keweenaw?

Wilbert: Yeh

Wally: Is.it still?

Wilbert: Sure

Wally: Well, where did you teach after that then?

Wilbert : (Let me think now) I had this all written down s~ewhere. Oh, in Mohawk.
I told Daly I'm tired of country schools and he s8¥s, I don't blame you. He
said I got a school for you. You can teach in Henry Winters place. Winters
was the school commissioner and principal of the Mohawk school but he retired
so I got the 8th grade job there.

Wally: And how ~ years did you teach there in Mohawk?

Well, after the winter died, I applied for that school commissioner's jObO 1 And I got that. Of course, that was extra, that was back in 1940 so Daly was "k"nd"

enough to die and I was picked for his place. So I started in this township s a

superintendent, then I was still a school commissioner so I was holding a dou Ie

job.

Wilbert:

Wally: And were you teaching too?

Walibert;
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Wally: administration then I eh?

Soon as I got that job I was out ot the teaching.Wilbert

You taught "off and on" since the_a'! thoughWally:

1 substituted a lot of times when a teacher was ill or missing but not unt
1960 or something like that (1 forget now when 1 retired) but it was in '60 d
1 wouldn't lie now. 1 would want to tell you the truth. 1 think it was 1962 w en
1 quit and 1 figure that I still. got a couple of good years in me so 1 am goi to
go teach somewhere. I went down to Copper City for a couple of years. they
needed a teacher so 1 went over there.

Wilbert:

And you ended up with teaching sCD.ebody retarded. childrenWally

Well t from there then I vent to Copper Harbor.Wilbert:

You mean up in that li..tle -Copper Harbor?Wally:

ya t the one room schoolWi1.bert:

w~: Ho4 cats:

I spent one year there but that was a miserable winter.
We were snowed in most of the time.

Wilbert:

Was Elsie up there with you?Wally:

We were snug ''as a bug in a rug" happy, just the t"to ofWilbert : Sure. (laughter) very
us

How many kids did you have up there then?Wally:

: Well, I started off with 2 and 1 disappeared a little later in the year so f had only 1 pupil and then February month, the pupil I had moved to Marquette so ldidntt

have any pupils and I was drawing my pay without teaching because there was n ody
there!

Wilbert:

We~, I tell you, you 'ye re~ly seen the changes though that occurred in Sch°fS

over a period of time, huh?
Wally:

YaWilbert:

Different systems that they 've tried to useWali7:

One school I would have liked to taught in but I was administrator then, was'

Betsy.
Wilbert

In stead of teaching you'd have been fishing all the timeW&l1)!'; Betsy?

( laughterWilbert: I suppose

You'd have been having c~asses out on your boat out there. that's the thing th~t

could have happened I
w~:

Be"tsY'Wilbert : was a nice area.

You know, when you were out in these little schools, Bill, how often did you gt t
into town and that? Did you come in on week-ends?

Wally:
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Wilbert: Well, I 1.ived practicallf in Calumet moat ot the time

W &111 : You mean when you were down in the Waterwcxks and that area.
and forth to school then?

How'd you get b~k

Wilbert: Skiis and snowshoes. I busted 3 pairs of ski!s, wore them out

Wally: That must have taken yc;>u quite a time to go back and forth

Wilbert: Well.- it didn't take too long as far as travel was concerned but it took an
avf'ul lot of weight off me

Wally: I guess. That hill from Waterworks s that

Wilbert: I weighed 220 pOlmds in the fall when I started skiing and I wound up .150 14 the
spring. I

Wally: That a pretty high hiU to cane up

V!lbert: it's a darn high climb

Wally: it's nice going toward the school
the other areas, like

but, well, how about when you were out thete a.t.

Copper Harbor?Wilbert:

Wally: Well, you got a little town there but Bete Gries and that in the early dayS' f d
you get in to, were you able to

Wilbert: no. I didn f.t get into town at ~1 tram Bete Gries

Wally : you had to st~ out there all the time

only Christmas time, Bushel Tempe was out there and bullcook was going out, I
used to visit him week-ends. When he told me he was taking a horse and going to
town, would I care to go along, I said, sure, I'd be glad to go with you so I
rode behind that horse all the way to ~hawk, then I got on the street oar.

Wilbert:

Wally: THat must have taken some time

Oh. it took a 1i1' time alrightWilbert:

WAlly: Did you ever. can you remember any real. sharp students?

At the Lake shore mhool, my 5th grade, consisted ot 5 girls and they were petty
good, they were sharp, you know, the 2 that were lil' slover, why, were helpe by
the others so that they were up to par. I took'?a course in testing and meas ing
down at Marquette and I had a chance to practice on these 5 kids. See when t ere
wasn't any competition it vas pretty tough to form an opinion but these 5 gi is
really did a good job of, you know, taking the tests and I would sey that tha was
a superior group.

Wilbert:

Wally : Did you ever follow them up to find out how they

Wilbert: They all got married

w~: Pity the poor husbands!!~e7 all married.
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Wilbert: They were nice kids, though.

Wally : How did the different ethnic groups get along'together in these

Wilbert: in those schools?

Wally: Ya.

Wilbert: Good. No trouble at aU.

waUy: THi. is something everybody always wonders about

Wilbert: They never c~ each other names or anything like that. Nobody said that Yr 're a Cousin Jack or what-have-you. There was one girl that claimed that she

negro blood in her but I never, she ':.looked white so :j.1 didn't question it.

W&14: Did you ever have many of the Indians?

Wi1.bert: No Indians

Wally : Not aj; all. Of course they were all down along in the L'Anse area.

(FindiansWilbert: Only Indians were Finns! Finglish.

Wally: No, that's somethin&~isn't it? School.s are so much different today, they te t d
to forget what it must have been l.ike to try and teach in those pl.aces and go ng
back and forth and you don't have the equi~ent, the suppl.ies or anyth~ el. e

Wilbert: SU~plies were very scarce.

Wally: I would imagine.

Wilbert: We just buried Mrs. Berg, did you know her?

Wally : I had her on ~ list to interview

Wilbert: Should have had her

Wally : I know, she was a sheriff up here for 10 years, wasn't she?

Wi1.bert: Ya. And then she was a secretary of the school board in Grant Township.

Wally: Y&,. I had her on my list t I vas

Wilbert: She, she had doings wi th ~ the teachers that came in
YA, she was a wonderful woman, Mrs. Berg was.

Wally : Who were some of' the other better teachers around the area? The old-timers?

W:J,lbert: Of the teachers you mesa? Well. there's one not too long ago. Erkkila.

w~: Well) he's teaching now

Wilbert: Ya, he's teaching in CAlumet

Wally: Ya, I had him as a student

Wilbert: Well s he had finished his work in Marquette and came loo~ tor.. Job
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so I told him, sure, I got a opening for you, you can have it for experience d
he said I'll be glad to work for you so when first morning came, I went up to the
room and he was there kindda' doddling along and getting things ready, I said
Harry, one thing you want to remember, is that you went to school in Marquett and
you've cgot a hellvua lot of information, didn't you, lotsa techniques about t aching
and this and that, he said, yes, I'm pretty well primed. I said, well, betwe n you
and me, forget the whole goddamn rigamarol, he said, whatta you mean? I said
forget it because what you know yourself is the best thing. Don It try to be book
educator.

Wally : I think you're ri~.

Wilbert: He was kinnda' abashed, he said, we~, how can I do that? I said, we~, I' come
up in the morning and I'll give you a hand but you got an easy grade, I said, th
grade, he said, we~, aren't the other grades easy? I said, don't you know t t the
second grade, - fourth grade, sixth grade and eighth grades are the easy-- you ow,
easy subjects to teach -- but you take the odd ones and that 's where you have your
trouble because in every one of those odd classes, they have sane new materi
coming up. You take Arithmetic, the 7th grade arithmetic is tough but 8th gr e
is easy. You take 6th grade Arithmetic, itts tOUgh but then, you know, that' the
way it goes. Every other class, why,

Wally Bob was a good student ~
students. Good lad.

I had him the first year I taught I had him as one of my

Wilbert: So, came a case of discipline. He asked me, he said, there's a boy over th re
misbehaving pretty badly, I said, can't you take care of him, well, I don't w t
the parents coming up here and raising cane about it, I said, I'll tell you w: at;
you're the boss in this room and I said I'll show you how to take care of him I
took the kid out in the hall and I gave him a helluva rap in the gut. I said Now
do you understand Mr. Erkkila? He's the boss, the lad said, yes, yeh"yeh,ye ,
I said, OK. The minute you get out of line he's got my permission~.to bop you trice
as hard as what I bopped you. Now do'!you understand what we want you to do? He
said, yesss, you want me to be a good boy, I said, you betcha you're going t be
a good boy. He didn't get hurt at all, he just got scared.

Wa.lly: Was that pretty common back in the one-room schooJ.. did they use

Wilbert: Oh t I never had any troub1e with the kids. I got along fine with' em.

w~: We should have a little more of it today.in the schools.
Well t back in those early days then t how many schools were there rea.1.4'l
around in Keweenaw County about 'I

Sc",ttered

Wilbert We~~, there was a schoo~ in Bete Gr~es, certain northern most in Bete Gries
Copper Harbor; Eagle Harbor; Eag~e River; Heberd; Mohawk and Ahmeek and Al~ou z;
so far that's 9 and then there waS one up the hi~~ from Phoenix, there was a
schoo~ there. I know I used to go out there in the wintertime, ~ot of times
skiing and I'd see the teacher, she stayed right up at the s choo~ , house.

Wally: Even ~er ;(Ou got to working around, you still had to go around on skiis.. h~ 1

Wilbert Oh, sure.

Betsy.
But the biggest hike was tl"om Gay, you know, from the pump stati4n to

Wally, Oh, up the shoreline
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Wilbert: Ya. 4 or 5 miles. It seemed that every time that I went in there, it was

raining. I'd go slogging in there and wading through that muck and all that tuff.
You couldn't follow the shore all the way, you had to go in the woods. There was a
school at Phoenix, that was a pre~ty good-sized school, Phoenix school was, it must
have had about a hundred kids in there.

Wally: Boy, there's hardly &ny of those schools left up

Wilbert: no

WaLly, they're all gone

I closed 'emWilbert:

Wally: When did they start busting them in?

Wel~. we started from Tamarack Waterworks. see. when I left that school. t i re was nobooy to teach there so, ya. this Rev. Karvonen was in there for; one ye after

I left and he didn't get along too well with the kids but there's another sch 01,
Cliff School, but, of course, Tamarack Waterworks~- Did you know that -there as a
settlement over at the quarry?

Wilbert:

Wally: Ic;didn't even know that there was a quarry

Wilbert: oh. yes. on the G,81J: Road t off 'the (Jay Road.

Wally: North of' it?

Wilbert: No, you know where Hebard is, well, Just a little beyond Hebard, there IS ol
tquarry pits

Wally: sandstone?What were the quarries?

WUbert: Sandstone.

Was it like sandstone at Jacobsvi~e?W&1lt:

Wil_rt: Better. Better rock.
late

Well, how/did they quarry that?Wall,-:

Well. I think one of the last workers was ~ill O'Brien.
1920 when they left. cut the last stone out of there.

It must have been IjLboutWilbert~

Wally : NOthing much J.ef't around there now, I guess

Wilbert:

Wally:

No. Water. It's a wonder you can still drown in there.
really

I wonder how many kids/know about it and hang around in the area.

Wilbert: Well, the people who own it, own the land, used to chase the kids out of t ~ re and they were pretty rough about doing that, it was for their own good, keep hem

away- from the water, couPle kids wanted to build rafts. "in there, you know wh t

kind of rafts they'd make. Have it together just far enough so that they co d

get away from the shore and fall apart.

How mal;lY students do you think there were about roughly t in the Keweenaw area l back
in those da;ys?

Wally:
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Wilbert: Well, Gratiot River had quite a few; Eagle River, had quite a few students;
and, of course, Abmeek and MOhawk and ~ouez, they were going strong

Wally: Ya, you know like we were talking before about Eagle River, what it is today ~th
those few people out there and what it must have been, it's really hard to pipture.

Wilbert: t.'U tell you one guy I used to see was Dick Luoma.

Wally: Luoma?

Wilbert: Ya, trom Al:1.ouez. Do you knoW' him?

Wally; Not I don't think so

Wilbert: He was janitor in Abmeek school for & long time but he could give you qUite ! a
story on his experiences.

Wally: Well t that must have been pretty difficult t you know t you Ire teaching, like 8 grades

at one time, I

Wilbert: You can't allow much time for each grade and each subject

Wally : Well, I wouldn't imagine and yet, I think, in one respect it probably was pr~tty
good because kids from 3rd, 4th, and 5th would all be listening to the same t~ing

Wilbert: oh. yab. they absorbed. they were al:i)8b:l:ng the instruction from the older p pUs
and ~ times I deliberately let them. these flash cards. when you learn yo
multiplication. adding a.nd substracting and that. well. the flash cards. ~ome older
boy or girl could hand the flash cards. and you know. learning is really not ng but
rote. You repeat a thing over and over again until it's a part of you. That's the
only w&¥ that I could get the tables into those kids' heads. was to have th
memorize them and it was important that they knew their tables.

Wally: And they don't do that anymore.

No.Wilbert:

Wally: As a result, you ask then to figure out a problem and they have a heck of a tlime.
They can't do it in their heads. I

Wilbert: Like my daughter was having a rough time with her work in English in school. I
told her, I'll tell you what, SiB, I'll help you. will you, paY I said, sur. So
I started saying to her, I said there's certain rules in grammar that you ha; to
maintain, you gotta learn, I told her what those rules were and I said, now, you
memorize them and don't forget, they sound silly like "i before e except aft c
or when sounded as a in a neighboring way" I said, you learn that and remembe when
you come to a situation like that it's gotta be that way, no other way. Well, she
learned that, it was kindda' h_rd for her to absorb but she got it. Then in
Arithmetic, I taught her tables, I taught her, you know, various other things in
Arithmetic. She came home one day, she says, we had long division, how does hat
work out, paY I said, well, I'll show you. And so it went, from one to &not er,
she -- you know that I had 5 boys in my kitchen many nights of the week? Le ing
arihhmetic. Loren was one of the boys fram over here on the back street and one
from 5th street. Well, there were 5 of them anyway and I had quite a time 0 it
getting it into Loren's head. It seems like there was all bone and couldn't (laughter

Wally: I've had a few list that, toO.
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Wilbert: So the only thing I could do, was dri~ ' em. Drill and drill and drill.

~Lucky if I .,,!:\aint got it. He ,comes up here every once in a while with his
family, he stops in to visit me, he says, you were a tough teacher when it c e
to learning, he says, but I got it. Goll darnit, nobody can say I didn't stu Y

WtJ.l.,.; Did you have many students at that time coming like when you h~ started scho t l
without being able to speak English?

Wilbert: Ya, there were same sluggish t you know t mentally slow

Wally: but did you have any of them coming in with being o~y able to speak Finnish?

Wilbert: No, no, not later on; at :rirst there were a few in the rural area and theyt
t be more apt to -;;lapse into the vernacular than anything else and when they got tuck

on a word t they t d just come out in Finn

Wally: How about the
edneation?

parents? Were the parents back in those days basically back t~e

Wilbert: Oh, the parents were 100% behind me. "JOB sulla on rubblia, nUn opettaJan kana,
niin sinulla klypi huonos$.1, poika", in other words, if you have trouble with the
teacher, you're going to get it.

Wally: "You're going to have .'!trouble with me when you get home,"?

Wilbert' : Ya. There was one fellow, a farmer back here, he had a boy from the Good
Farm. Well, that boy was more or less like a slave, you knows he had to work on
the farm, do this and do that and he lost a few days of school and I told him that
you better st8¥ in at noontime so what happened he st8¥ed in and I helped h in classes
I worked half-an-hour noontime and 10 and behold, the second dq that he stay d,
here comes the farmer and did he raise particular cane! I told h~, I said, isten
that is not your child, it's not my child, but I 'm going to see to it that th t
child gets a. schooling regardless of you or not, so then I had to tell it to im in
Finn because he didntt understand English so 10 and behold, the first thing y u know
my boss was out there, Daly, he went over Tiery' s farm and he s8¥s, your boy ot
in school? boy gotta work, teacher s~d, boy gotta be in school, boy gotta' work;
if that boy isn't in school tomorrow morning - with his books, police are going to
come down pick you up. That's all it needed. They're deathly afraid of poli e,
these foreigners are.

Wally: oh, yes; when you see the way the police operate over in some of those forei~
countries you know why. They.ve got an awful lot of authority. Not like now~

Wilbert: Another thing that I found out was that there is a tendency to have disease
flike tuberculosis and you know, other contagious diseases. In those areas t b cause

when they block up their windows for the winter they don't open them, there's no
fresh air; not only that, they don't see doctors. Doctors cost money,

Wally : all the old home remedies j huh?
Can you remember any particular ones?

Wilbert: T.~.

Wally; no, I mean, some of' the particular remedies that they used to

Wilbert: Oh5 ya; you've heard of Goose grease being rubbed on the chest; one familY ~id that; and course 5 rheumetism 5 they had these liniments and you rubbed them on but

the company was. generous 5 you know 5 the fellows :'.working in the mines and th could

get all the lin~ent they wanted for their aches and pains.
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Wal1.:t: Well, there used to be a good deal of bleeding around. too, didn't there?

Wilbert: Oh, yes; you know what that was in Finn, don't you--kupous--cupping.

Wally: Cupping, ya, that's what I meant to say.
as late as World War II having that done.

Because I can remember Irene' s moth~

Wilbert: la, cupping was quite the thing. And my father had himself cupped 2-3 time
tbut it seemed to relieve his rheumatism, too.

Wal~ : Well, I think they're coming back, they found in certain instances that it's
t Sed

today.

Wilbert: And massage.

WeJ..ly, Ya

Wilbert: They all believed in massage. I had a friend that when to high school the ~ame time I did, he was Eddie Kangas, lived on-~his mother had a grocery store on ine

Street right when you enter town-~and Eddie ~ went to a school down in Chicag
where they taught all these spinal adJustments

Wally : something like a chiropractor

Wilbert: something like a chiropractor. well. the result was that Eddie came back fr
school. he had been down there about 6 months. and I was complaining about a ache
he says. let me try taking care of it. so I sat in the chair and he started m '-
pulating the bones in my- neck. he says. how's your headache. I said. I don~t e
it anymore. I heard something he could in Finnish. The boy had ed
a lot of stuff in that time and then he was unfortunate enough: to get typhoid fever
and die.

Wally : Well, didn't they have a big typhoid, vas it typhoid, ya it vas typhoid right
l after

World War I, didn't they when an a~ lot ot people died ~ in this country?

Wilbert: I had typhoid but I wea~hered it..

Wally: In fact I think that swept all over the country.

How about home medicines, did they make a lot of home concQtions?

Wilbert: Well, my father believed in making his own home-made wine, they -~---

W&lJ.y: rr you want to c~l that medicine

Wilbert: that was medicine

Wally: Ya, I made a good choke cherrY wine last fall, came out good, that's the firs~ I
ever made. ,-

Wilbert: We~, I made some choke cherry wine and 1 t tasted like church wine

Wal4 : church wine?

Wilbert: Ya, it had that heavy body to it and smooth taste, oh, that was delicious, that's
the trouble with it, it's too good I

Wally; ya, it doesn't last long enough ;
of the National church

well t talking about churches t yout-e .member
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Sure I wasWl1bert:

Wally : that was a big congregation at one time. I ~.8

that' 8 r~tWilbert:

St. JO~ISway back .hen--did they have the same getting together on what is it?
Day? Did people came ~ram allover on St. John's Day?

Wa1.4:

Wilbert: Oh~ yes

W&ll:y : Is it Pine Street that still has that

Wil.bert: Pine .Street stUl. has a _i8 gathering

Wall,.: in June

School is out and that's when they congregateW1lbert :

Ya, the churches must have been re~y going strong up here then.Wall,y:

nothing butWilbert:

W8.1ly : seems like these was a church on every corner

And I was connected with the church quite a bit because I used to drive th }minister around when I was a younger boy, I was able to drive a car, I didn t have
any license" but Heideman wanted me to drive him around. He wanted to go to
christening or to a meeting somewhere, I drove him and he car was called a
Haroon

Wilbert:

what the heck was that'lWailyo:

Oh, it was a good car ~ very economic al thm8.~di~"t use much gas, HJ~". R R 10 U NWilbert:

Wally: I've never heard of that one--
He was quite a character, wasn't he?

Wilbert: Oh, he was a dandy.

Ya, I'ye heard some of the stories my wife used to t..n about himWally:

Wilbert: Well, he used to go in some widow's house and he'd be in there half'-an-ho ,
come bustling out rubbing his hands together, now the widow will last quite
while, he'd say, he told, I used to hear all kinds of' crap about ,you know, a out
him and ~;;"'~ - half' the time I had a hard time swallowing but knowing him per onall.y
I could see that he was like that, in f'act we got to be such good budd;y"-budd es
that he wanted to go hunting with me, deer hunting, I was leary of' him, he ad

shot one f'ellow

W8.lq : shot a guy-T

deer hunting but he was forgiven because he was a minis~erYa. he shot a guy

nothing happened.
Wi1bert:

did he kill him?Wally:

So When I took. him over to Anderson's over ~nWilbert: Sure, deader than a doornail.
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Lac la Belle, I left him there and I got in my car and I went all the way to
~Bete Gries because I wanted at least 3 miles between me and the reverend. (1 ter)

So I left him close to Anderson's and ~e could go back to the :farm -, ~- --

place :from. there.

Wally. Well. I'll tell you. this must have been some country to live in up in that ti$e
it 's so doggone hard to picture it. that many people in this area. I

Wilbert: well t UU tell you t the people were poor; they were really"' poor.

Wally: I don't see how these ~arms made a go ot it.

Wilbebt: Well, that' 5 where they flocked--on the farms and in the mines

Wally: Did a lot of the guys who did farming, mine too?

Wilbert; Cbs yes

Wally: They had to, I guess to make a living at it

Wilbert: They had to. Well, like Elsie's father, he boU6ht a farm and he was farming
and working in the mine in town9 besides. I

W&U,.: Did he ski in, or walk in back and forth to work, huh?

Wilbert: From Lake Linden, ~ the way up the hill, you know, to work in the mine, gq home
again in the night. I

Wally: Gee w1uz they must have spent half the day going back and forth to'i;{;::vork

Wilbert: She was re~y tough going those davs.
on in 1913; you heard about it t didn't ya?

But the worst was when the strike w~

Wally: Oh, ya, I'ye heard about it.

Wilbert: They had the soldiers here and that summer that they were here, I was staying
with my ~t or uncle and wife up in Opeechee; you know where Opeechee is? I

Wally: No.

Wilbert:
kmmo"

~It was the last mine before you get to Boston, or eem or whatever you want t
calli t, well, that's where the Opeechee mine was, you could ride the street c s
u :tar as Tecumseh, then you go through the woods to the farm house.

Wally: Ya, they must have led a pretty rough lite!

Wilbert: It was very rough!

Wally: Working all hours and getting back and forth to york

Wilbert: still the people were very religious, they attended church regularly and no pne
thought about staying home. I

Wally: Well t when they went to the church t what did they have to dot Mostly walk?

Wilbert:

Wally: To get to church, the whole family?
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Wilb ert: Sure. You'd see families walking down the road. all dressed up in their

~Sunday best. A.nd I. know I had to dress up although I lived right next door: t
the minister.

Wally: You know, it's too bad that we didn't get all this history back then, huh?
And get it down.

Wilbert: ji,st of what they have now is handed down from father to son

Wally: It should be available for everybody. LOok at the old stories, folk tales anJ all
those things that we should have, say, all that. I

Wilbert: During the strike I remember one incident; there was a scab t do you know whA~. a
scab is? lv

Wally: Ya

Wilbert: Well, this scab thought he could get away with it.. He was working in the po er
house there up in Location but the strikers had an idea that he was in there, hey
went in there, they rummaged around until they found him. They chased him out ide.
And half-dozen of them with big clubs were hitting him, they chased him as far as
the snow fence on the side of the railroad track, then the beat the living hel out
of him. I saw blood flying all around there, they left him there and they wen back
to town.

Wally: Ya, things were pretty r~ during that time

Wilbert: To be a striter was th~ only thing; otherwise t if you were a scab, your life
lwasn't worth the poWder to blow you to h~ll.

Waily: Once that strike was over though, this country started going down hill. didn'tl it?

Wilbert, Oh, definitely! And they didn't get much, you know, what they were after.. I
fact they got worse. Because the company had been giving them land that they ould
raise potatoes and have a garden, you know and all that, they discontinued tha: .

They wouldn't let them have any land. You've seen that fine drilling that th y
h~ for a swimming pool, didn't you?

Wally: ya, right on the main drag up there

Wilbert: The company discontinued that.
from.

Those were all fringe benefits that we benef~ted

Wally: Think it'll ever come back'!

Wilbert: No. Because I doubt if this new method of mining would pan out; I can't see
l using

chemic us underground.

Wally: No

W11bert: I can see using chemicals on the rock that's up on top 01' the ground that's een
hauled up but --ya. during that strike--one night there was a thunderstorm and
it was in July month. 011. it was a roUgh storm. well. I was upstairs in the b droan--
didn't really go to bed. and a bullet whizzed !'ran through the window and acro s the
room to the other wall. Then I heard the crashing of the gun. oh. my god. th Y
were they shot sanebodyout there but I don't why they had to shoot at the
window because the lamp was burning in the room.

Wally: Well, maybe it Vas just a vild shot
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Wilbert: It could 'ye been~- vell t I had sense enough. to mOW" that MY' sister and I ha
tbetter get out of that house if they're going to start shooting 1ndiscriminat ly

like that and I told Florence t I said» I think we'd better get out of here.

Was you dad involved in thatWally

his brother and they ~entNo. When the strike started. my father took off wit
to Creighton Mine near SUdbUr)'"

Wilbert

Wally

the same thing!Wilbert

up in Canada?
Wally:

: Ya. /Did many of the ,ther miners d

Wilb~~t :Well, there was Mickelson and (noise)
started working the copper mines there

they all vent there in Canada an4

Wally That's a desol.ate-l.ooking country too.

there' 8 no green 8tuf~ thereWil.bert

M I drove through there and it' t yell t I wouldn tt want to liWally No. I kI1
area.

: There's a boy came up trom Sudbury, came here to Michigan Tech and the fir l time they came t they were just on a visit; more or less sizing up what the area I ked

like, and the boy was telling his mother: ma, let's go home, he says, there' too
many trees out here, I'm afraid of 'em.

Wilbert

:1g from Bud buryunderstand it beWally: &tJ

.bert never saw trees

Wally that's just bare rock up there.
Did many ot the Finns go back to Finland. Bi~ t

Dvaded this area, quite a few of the Finns went back tclert: When the Ccmnunists
Finland.

When vas that! that about the time If' the strike orWafWally

92C.t vas after the strike, I'd say' betveen 1915 andWilbert

Why did they go back-were theyWally :

Wi1bert THey went back because they were promised this 10 nder~ things over in Rus ia.
They were wonder~ things t alright! There I s one poor woman went out there t e
was an agi tator it there ever was one t and she said t telling the rest ot th
women t 11m going to go over where it I S tree and I can do as I please. She to it.
They had 3 or 4 kids and she and her husband and their kids took ott tor F~
and they went over to the Russian side. Well t the kids disappeared out there
and tinally she bad help tram--she wrote to people in the Un! ted States and t ey
sent money tor her to come--her husband died out there but she had enough mon
to buy a ticket to come back and boy did she curse the Soviet Republic. She ad
no use tor the CaDm11nists.

this count~Wa lere a good dealWail.)' :)mJIIUnist agitation up &round throug
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Wilbert: Oh, of course.. There's still going on. All y-ou have to do is go behind
Ahmeek and listen to those farmers out there.

Wally: Well $ I didn't think there was too much of it left up here anymore

Wilbert : 1'0. it's been dying--it's a dying institution, but if the United States

'\

en4
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